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This study constitutes a joint research effort undertaken by the Legal
Research Institute (Instituto de Investigaciones Juridicas) of Mexico’s
National Autonomous University (UNAM) and the Mexico-United States Law
Institute of the University of San Diego School of Law.

Both Institutes decided to choose the area of inquiry covered by this report
because of two major considerations. First, we recognized the inherent impor-
tance that the field of human rights has in this hemisphere today. The need to
research human rights issues becomes even more compelling when placed
within the context of the current relations between the United States and Latin
America. Second, we believed it essential to describe in an objective and
systematic fashion the policy that the government of Mexico applies to Central
American refugees in that country. This description has been made both from
the viewpoint of Mexico’s internal immigration law provisions as well as from
the perspective of pertinent international law principles and conventions, in-
cluding Mexico’s position in the Contadora process.

We would like to express our sincere thanks to Joan Friedland and Jesus
Rodriguez y Rodriguez, the authors of this valuable study, and to Susan
Drake, who coordinated the project since its inception. Finally, we would like
to express our gratitude to the Ford Foundation and the Tides Foundation for
their financial support. Let us hope that this report marks the beginning of an
enduring and constructive relationship between our two Institutes in their
effort to promote binational research which illuminates key policy issues
affecting both the U.S. and Mexico.
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