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throughout the Union. The terms of capitulation granted by him to 
the enemy at Monterey were not approved by the Government at Wash- 
ington. Soon after the battles of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma he 
received the rank of brevet major-general, and on June 27, 1846, was 
appointed major-general aiid was commander in chief of al1 the American 
forces iu Mexico until Major-General Scott was ordered there in 1846. 
The latter part of November returned to his home in Louisiana. Upon 
his return to the United States he was received wherever he went with 
popular demonstrations. Was nominated for President by the national 
convention of the Whig party at Philadelphia on June 7, 1848, on the 
fourth ballot, defeating General Scott, Mr. Clay, and Mr. Webster. At 
the election on November 7 the Whig ticket (Taylor and Fillmore) was 
successful, receiving 163 electoral votes, while the Democratic candidates 
(Cass and Butler) each received 127 votes. He was inaugurated March 
5 ,  1849, and died in Washington City July g, 1850. Was buried in Cave 
Hill Cemetery , Louisville, Ky. 

INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 
. 

Elected by the American people to the.highest office known to our laws, 
1 appear here to take the oath prescribed by the Constitution, and, in 
compliance with a time-honored custom, to address those who are now 
assembled. 

The confidence and respect shown by my countrymen in calling me to 
be the Chief Magistrate of a Republic holding a high rank among the 
nations of the,earth have inspired me with feelings of the most profound 
gratitude; but when 1 reflect that the acceptance of the office which their 
partiality has bestowed imposes the discharge of the most arduous duties 
and involves the weightiest obligations, 1 am conscious that the position 
which I have been called to fi11, though sufficient to satisfy the loftiest 
ambition, is surrounded by fearful responsibilities. Happily, however, 
in the performance of my new duties 1 shall not be without able coop- 
eration. The legislative and judicial branches of the Government pre- 
sent prominent examples of distinguished civil attainments and matured 
experience, and it shall be my endeavor to cal1 to my assistance in the 
Executive Departments individuals whose talents, integrity, and purity 
of character will furnish ample guaranties for the faithful and honorable 
performance of the trusts to be committed to their charge. With such 
aids and an honest purpose to do whatever is right, 1 hope to execute dili- 

- gezdy, impartiallfiand for the bestinterests-ef the-country the manifold 
duties devolved upon me. 

In the dkharge of these duties my guide will be the Constitution. 



which 1 this day swear to "preserve, protect, and defend." For the 
ititerpretatiori of tliat instrutnent 1 shall look to the decisioils of the judi- 
cial tributials established by its autliority and to tlie practice of the Gov- 
ernment under the earlier Presidetits, who had so large a share in its 
forniation. To tlie example of those illustrious patriots 1 shall always 
defer with reveretice, aild especially to his example who was by so many 
titles ' ' the Father of his Country. ' ' 

T o  command tlie Army and Navy of the United States; with the advice 
aiid coiisent of tlie Senate, to make treaties and to appoint ambassadors 
aiid otlier officers; to give to Congress informatiori of the state of the 
Uiiiori atid recointriend sucli measures as he shall judge to be necessary; 
atid to take care tliat tlie laws shall be faithfully executed-tliese are tlie 
uiost iniportant futictions iiltrusted to the Presideilt by the Constitution, 
arid it may be expected tliat 1 shall briefly indicate the principles which 
will control iiic iti tlieir execution. 

Chosen by tlie body of the people under tlie assuratice that my Admin- 
istratioti would be devoted to tlie welfare of the whole coutltry, and ilot 
to tlie siipport of aily particular seetion or inerely local interest, 1 this 
day reiiew tlic declarations 1 llave heretofore tnade arid proclaim iny fixed 
deterrnitiatioii to iiiaintaiii to tlic extent of my ability tlie Government in 
its original piirity aiid to adopt as the basis of iny public policy tliose 
great republicati doctritles which constitute tlie strength of oiir national 
existente. 

Iti reference to tlic Army arid Navy, lately employed with so much 
distitictioti oii'activc service, care sliall he takeil to iiisure the highest 
conditioti of efficiency, arid in furtherarice of tliat object'the military arid 
riaval schools, sustained by the liberality of Congress, shall receive the 
special atteiition of the Gxecutive. 

As Axiierican freenieii we can not but sympathizc in al1 efforts to 
exterid tlie blessitigs of civil atid political liberty, but at  tlie saine tiine 
we are wariied by tlie adtnonitions of history atid tlie voice of our own 
beloved Wasl-iitigtoti to abstaiil froiii entangliiig alliances witli foreign 
~iatioiis. Iii al1 di5piites betweeii conflictitig govertinieiits it is oiir iiiter- 
est not less tliati oiir duty to 1-einaiii strictly ticutral, while our geograph- 
ical positioti, tlie geriius of our iiistitutiotis aiid our people, the advanciiig 
spirit of civilization, aiid, above all, tlie dictates of religion direct us to 
tlie cultivatiori of peaceful aiiti frieiidly relatiotis xvith al1 other powers. 
I t  is to be hoped tliat iio iiiteriiatiotial qiiestion cari tiow arise which a 
governinent co~ifidetit iii its owii strength arid resolved to protect its own 
just rights nlay ~ i o t  scttle by wise negotiatiori; and i t  erninently becomes a 
governmeilt líke our own, founded on the morality and intelligence of its 

- citizens and upheld by their affections, to exhaust every resort of honor- 
- - 

able aiplokacy before appealing to%%ms. In  theconduct oTour foFeiG 
- 

relations 1 shall conform to these views, as 1 believe them essential to 
the best interests and the true honor of the country. 
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The appointing power vested in the President imposes delicate and 
onerous duties. So far as it is possible to be informed, 1 shall make 
honesty, capacity, and fidelity indispensable prerequisites to the bestowal 
of office, and the absence of either of these qualities shall be deemed suf- 
ficient cause for removal. 

I t  shall be my study to recommend such constitutional measures to 
Congress as may be necqsary and proper to secure encouragement and 
protection to the great interests of agriculture, commerce, and manufac- 
tures, to improve our rivers and harbors, to provide for the speedy extin- 
guishment of the public debt, to enforce a strict accountability on the 
part of al1 officers of the Government and the utmost economy in al1 pub- 
lic expenditures; but it is for the wisdom of Congress itself, in which 
al1 legislative powers are vested by the Constitution, to regulate these and 
other matters of domestic policy. 1 shall look with confidence to the 
enlightened patriotism of that body to adopt such measures of concilia- 
tion as may harmonize conflicting interests and tend to perpetuate that 
Uuion which should be the paramount object of our hopes and affections. 
In any action calculated to promote an object so near the heart of every- 
one who truly loves his country 1 will zealously unite with the coordinate 
branches of the Government. 

In  conclusion 1 congratulate you, my fellow-citizens, upon the high 
state of prosperity to which the goodness of Divine Prgvidence has con- 
ducted our common country. Let us invoke a continuance of the same 
protecting care which has led us from small beginnings to the eminence 
we this day occupy, and let us seek to deserve that continuance by pru- 
dence and moderation in our councils, by well-directed attempts to assuage 
the bitterness which too often marks unavoidable differences of opinion, 
by the promulgation and practice of just and liberal principies, and by an 
enlarged patriotism, which shall acknowledge no limits but those of our 
own widespread Republic. 

SPECIAL MESSAGES. 

WASHINGTON, March r3, 1849. 
T o  the Senate of the United States: 
1 herewith communicate to the Senate, in confidence, a report and 

accompanying papers* from the Secretary of State, in answer to its res- 
olution of the 12th instant. 

- - - 2. TAYLOR. 
-- - - - - - - 

*Instructions to United States minister at Undon relative to further extension of reciprocity 
and equality in the laws of navigation, and contemplating the opening of the coasting trsde of tha 
United Statos to the vessel. of othar nations. 



WASHINGTON, Ma~ch 20, 1849. 
To tñe Senafe of the Unifed Sfates: 

l n  answer to the resolution of the Senate of yesterday, passed in exec- 
utive session, requesting a communication of certain papers relative tc 
the amendments made by the Senate to the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, 
1 transmit a report from the Secretary of State and tlie documents by 
\vhicli it was accompanied. It is desirable that the latter should be 
returned to the Department of State. 2. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, March 22, z8q9. 
?¿o the Senate of the United States: 

In corripliauce with tlie request contained in the resolution of the Sen- 
ate yesterday, adopted iti executive session, calling for certain papers iti 
relation to tlie amendments made by the Senate ir1 the treaty of Guada- 
liipe Hidalgo, 1 transniit a report from the Secretary of State arid the 
documents by which it was accompanied. 

2. TAYLOR. 
- 

PROCLAMATION 

A PROCLAMATION. 

There is reason to believe that an armed expedition is ábout to be fitted 
out in the United States with an interition to invade the island of Cuba 
or sotne of the Provinces of Mexico. The best information which the 
Execiitive has beeri able to obtain points to the island of Cuba as the ob- 
ject of this expedition. It is the duty of this Government to observe the 
faith of treaties and to prevent any aggression by our citizens upon the 
territories of friendly nations. 1 have therefore thought it necessary and 
proper to issue this i~ iy  proclamation to warn al1 citizens of tlie United 
States who sliall connect themselves with an enterprise so grossly in 
violation of our laws and our treaty obligations that they will thereby 
subject themselves to tlie lieavy penalties denounced against them bv 
our acts of Congress and will forfeit their claim to the protection of their 
country. No sucli persoris must expect the interference of this Goverri- 
ment ir1 any form on their behalf, no matter to what extremities they 
may be reduced in consequence of their conduct. An enterprise to in- 

- vade the territories of a friendly nation, set on foot and prosecuted within 

- - the limits of the United States, is in the highest degrce criminal, - as tend- . - 
ing to enaanger &-e peace and ~<&~romif the  honor of this nati6n; and 
therefore 1 exhort al1 good citizens, as they regard our national reputa- 

- tion, as they respect their own laws and the laws of nations, as they 
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value the blessings of peace and the welfare of their country, to discoun- 
tenance and prevent by al1 lawful means any such enterprise; and 1 
cal1 upon every officer of this Government, civil or military, to use al1 

, +  

efforts in his power to arrest for trial and punishment every such offender - 

against the laws providing for the performance of our sacred obligations 
to friendly powers. 

Given under my hand the 11th day of August, A. D. 1849, and the 
seventy-fourth of the Independence of the United States. 

By the President : Z. TAYLOR. 

J. M. CLAYTON, 
~ e c r e f a h ~  of Sfafe. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER. 

GENERAL ORDERS, NO. 34. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICX, 

Washington, June z9, r849. 
1. The following orders of the President of the United States and Sec- 

retary of War communicate to the Army the death of the late ex-President. 
James K. Polk: 

WASHINGTON, Julte r9, 2849. 
The President with deep regret announces to the American people 

the death of James K. Polk, late President of the United States, which 
occurred at Nashville on the 15th instant. 

A nation is suddenly called upon to mourn the loss of one the recollec- 
tion of whose long services in its councils will be forever preserved on 
the tablets of history. 

As a mark of respect to the memory of a citizen who has been distin- 
guished by the highest honors which his country could bestow, it is ordered 
that the Executive Mansion and the several Departments at Washington 
be immediately placed in mourning and al1 business be suspended during 
to-morrow. 

I t  is further ordered that the War and Navy Departments cause suit- 
able military and naval honors to be paid on this occasion to the memory 
of the illustrious dead. 2. TAYLOR. 

. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, June 19, 1849. 

-- - The Presidegt of the United States with deep regretamaaances to the - 
Army the death of James K. Polk, our distinguished and honorid feiiow- 
citizen. 



He died at Nishville the 15tL instant, having but recently left the 
theater of his high public duties at this capital and retired to his home 
amid the congratulations of his fellow-citizens. He died in the prime of 
life, after having received and enjoyed the highest honors of the Republic. 

His Administration was eventful. No branch of the Government will 
be more intimately a-í~ociated with it in history than the Army and its 
glorious acliievements. Accordingly, the President orders that appro- 
priate military honors shall be paid to his memory by the Army of the 
United States. 

The Adjutant-General will give the necessary instructions for carrying 
into effect the foregoing orders. G. W. CRAWFORD, 

Secretavy of Wav. 

11. On the day succeeding the arrival of this general order at each mili- 
tary post the troops will be paraded at 10 o'clock a. m. and the order read 
to tliem, after which al1 labors for the day will cease. 

The national flag will be displayed at half-staff. 
- At dawn of day thit-teen guns will be fired, and afterwards at intervals 
of thirty minutes between the rising and setting sun a single gun, and 
at the close of tlie day a national salute of thirty guns. 

The officers of tlie Army will wear crape on the left arm and on their 
swords and tlie colors of the severa1 regiments will be,put in mournirig 
for the period of six months. 

By order: X. JONES, Adjutanf-Geneval. 

FIRST ANNUAL MESSAGE. 

WASIIINGTON, Decembev 4 ,  2849. 
Fellow-Ci'tzZens of the Senafe and Nouse of Repvesentatiz~es: 

Sixty years have elapsed since the establishment of this Government, 
and the Congress of the United States again assembles to legislate for aii 
empire of freemen. Tlie predictioris of evil prophets, who formerly pre- 
tended to foretell the downfall of our institutions, are now remembered 
only to be derided, and the United States of America at this moment pre- 
sent to the world tlie most stable and permanent Government on earth. 

Such is the result of the labors of those wlio have gone before us. 
Upon Congress will eminently depend the future maintenance of oiir 
system of free government and the transmission of it unimpaired to 

- - - psterity. -- - - - 
We are at peace wi th i i i  the-other nations 6f tlie world, and seek to 

maintain our cherished relations of amity with them. During the past 
year we have been blessed by a kind Providence with an abundance of 
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the fruits of the earth, and although the destroying angel for a time vis- 
ited extensive portions of our territory with the ravages of a dreadful 
pestilente, yet the Almighty has at length deigned to stay his hand and 
to restore the inestimable blessing of general health to a people who have 
acknowledged His power, deprecated His wrath, and implored His mer- 
ciful protection. 

While eujoying the benefits of amicable intercourse with foreign na- 
tions, we have not been insensible to the distractions and wars which 
llave prevailed in other quarters of the world. I t  is a proper theme of 
thanksgiving to Him who rules the destinies of nations that we have 
been able to maintain amidst al1 these contests an independent and neu- 
tral position toward al1 belligerent powers. 

Our relations with Great Britain are of the most friendly character. In 
consequence of the recent alteration of the British navigation acts, Brit- 
ish vessels, from British aud other foreign ports, will under our exist- 
ing laws, after the 1st day of Jauuary next, be admitted to entry in our 
ports with cargoes of the growth, manufacture, or production of any part 
of the world on the same terms as to duties, imposts, and charges as ves- 
sels of the United States with their cargoes, and our vessels will be 
admitted to the same advantages in British ports, entering therein on the 
same terms as British vessels. Should no order in council disturb this 
legislative arrangement, the late act of the British Parlbment, by which 
Great Britain is brouglit witliin the terms proposed by the act of Con- 
gress of the 1st of March, 1817, it is hoped will be productive of benefit 
to both countries. 

A slight interruption of diplomatic intercourse which occurred between 
tliis Government and France, 1 am happy to say, has been terminated, 
and our minister there has been received. It is therefore unnecessary to 
refer now to the circumstances which led to that interruption. 1 need 
not express to you the sincere satisfaction with which we shall welcome 
the arrival of another envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary 
from a sister Republic to which we have so long been, and still remaiu, 
bound by the strongest ties of amity. 

Shortly after 1 had entered upon the discharge of the Executive duties 
1 was apprised that a war steamer belonging to the German Empire was 
being fitted out in the harbor of New York with the aid of some of our 
naval officers, rendered under the permission of the late Secretary of the 
Navy. This permission was granted during an armistice between that 
Empire and the Kingdom of Denmark, which had been engaged in the 
Sclileswig-Holstein war. Apprehensive that this act of intervention on 
our part might be viewed as a violation of our neutral obligations incurred - 
by the treaty with Denmark and of the provisions of the act of Congress 
of the 20th of April, 1818J directed that no further aid shoulLbe ren- - - - 
dered by any agent or officer of theÑavy; and 1 instructed the Secretary 
of State to apprise the minister of the German Empire accredited to this 
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the 20th of April, 1818, which owes its existence to the law of nations 
and to the policy of Washington himself, shall remain on our statute 
books, 1 hold it to be the duty of the Executive faithfully to obey its 
injunctions. - 

While this expedition was in progress 1 was-informed that a foreigner 
who claimed our protection had been clandestinely and, as was supposed, 
forcibly carried off in a vessel from New Orleans to the island of Cuba. , 
1 immediately caused such steps to be taken as 1 thought necessary, in 
case the information 1 had received should prove correct, to vindicate 
the honor of the country and the right of every person seeking an asylum 
on our soil to the protection of our laws. The person alleged to have 
been abducted was promptly restored, and the circumstances of the case 
are now about to undergo investigation before a judicial tribunal. 1 
would respectfully suggest that although the crime charged to have 
been committed in this case is held odious, as being in conflict with our 
opinions on the subject of national sovereignty and personal freedom, 
there is no prohibition of it or punishment for it provided in any act of 
Congress. The expediency of supplying this defect in our criminal code 
is therefore recommended to your consideration. 
I have scrupulously avoided any interference in the wars and conten- 

tions which have recently distracted Europe. During the late conflict 
between Austria and Hungary there seemed to be a-prospect that the 
latter might become an independent nation. However faint that pros- 
pect at the time appeared, 1 thought it my duty, in accordance with the 
general sentiment of the American people, who deeply sympathized with 
the Magyar patriots, to stand prepared, upon the c&tingency of the 
establishment by her of a permanent government, to be the first to wel- 
come independent Hungary into the family of nations. For this purpose 
1 invested an agent then in Europe with power to declare our willing- 
ness promptly to recognize her independence in the event of her ability 
to sustain it. The powerful intervention of Russia in the contest extin- 
guished-the hopes of the struggling Magyars. The United States did 
not at any time interfere in the contest, but the feelings of the nation 
were strongly enlisted in the cause, and by the sufferings of a brave 
people, who had made a gallant, though unsuccessful, effort to be free. 

Our claims upon Portugal have been during the past year prosecuted 
with renewed vigor, and it has been my object to employ every effort 
of honorable diplomacy to procure their adjustment. Our late chargé 
d'affaires at Lisbon, the Hon. George W. Hopkins, made able and ener- 
getic, but unsuccessful, efforts to settle these unpleasant matters of contro- 
versy and to obtain indemnity for the wrongs which were the subjects of 
complaint. Our present chargé d'affaires at that Court wiB also bring to 

- theprosecution of these claims ability and - zeal. The revolutionag and - 
distracted coñdition of Portugal in past times hzbeenrepresented as one 
of the leading causes of her delay in indemnifying our suffering citizens. ' 



But 1 must now say it is matter of profound regret that these claims have 
not yet beeti settled. The omission of Portugal to do justice to the Ameri- 
can claimants has riow assumed a character so grave aud serious tliat 1 
shall shortly make it the subject of a special message to Congres, with-a 
view to sucli ultimate actiori as its wisdom and patriotism may suggest. 

With Riissia, Austria, Prussia, Sweden, Denmark, Belgium, the Netli- 
erlailds, arid tlie Italian States we still maintain our accustomed amicable 
relatiotis. 

During the recent revolutions in tlie Papa1 States our charg6 d'affaires 
at Roriie has been iinable to present his letter of credence, which, indeed, 
lle was directecl by niy predecessor to witliliold until he should receive 
fiirtlier orders. Such was the unsettled conditiori of thirigs in those 
States that i t  was tiot deemed expeclient to give hirii ariy instructions on 
tlie subject of prcsenting his crederitial letter differetlt from those with 
which he liad bceri furtiished by the late Administration until tlie 25th 
of June last, wheii, iii corisequence of tlie warit of accurate iiiformation of 
tlie exact state of tliings at tliat distaiice from us, he was instructed to 
exercise his own discretion in presentirig liiniself to the tlien existing Gov- 
ernment if iu liis judgnient sufficieritly stable, or, if not, to await further 
events. Sirice that period Rome has undergone anotlier revolution, and 
lie abides tlie estal>lisliment of a governiiient sufficiently permanent to 
justify liim in operiitlg diplomatic iiitercourse witli it. 

With tlie Republic of Mexico it is our true policy to zultivate the most 
frieridly relations. Since the ratificatioti of the treaty o€ Giiadalupe 
Hidalgo riotliiiig has occurred of a scrioiis character to disturb them. A 
faithful observarice oE the treaty aud a siilcere respect fOr lier rights can 
~ i o t  fail to secure tlie lastirig corifiderice and frieildsliip of that Repub- 
lic. Tlie riiessage of iiiy predecessor to the Hoiise of Representatives of 
the 8th of February last, coiiirnunicatirig, iri compliance with a resolution 
of that body, a copy of a paper called a protocol, signed at Queretaro on 
tlie 30th of May, 1848, by the coiiiinissioners of the United States and 
the mitiister of foreign affairs of tlie hl&ican Government, having been 
a subject of correspoiidence between tlie Department of State and the 
envoy extraordinary and minister plenipoteiitiary of that Republic accred- 
ited to this Government, a transcript of that correspondence is herewith 
submitted. 

The commissiorier on the part of the Uiiited States for marking the 
boundary between the two Republics, though delayed in reaching Sari 
Diego by unforeseen obstacles, arrived at that place within a short period 
after the time required by the treaty, and was tliere joined by tlie com- 
missiorier on the part of Mexico. They entered upon their duties, and at 

- - the  - date of tlie latest - intelligence froin that quarter some progress had been 
made itl the survey. The expensx incideñtfofhe organization of th- - - 

coriimissiou and to its conveyance to the point where its operations were 
to begin have so much reduced tlie fuiid appropriated by Congress ttiat 
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a further sum, to cover the charges which must be incurred during the 
present fiscal year, will be necessary. The great length of frontier along 
which the boundas. extends, the nature of the adjacent territory, and the 
difficulty of obtaining supplies except at or near the extremes of the line 
render it also indispensable that a liberal provision should be made to 
meet the nececsary charges during the fiscal year ending on the 30th o£ 
June, 1851. 1 accordingly recommend this subject to your attention. 

In the adjustment of the claims of American citizens on Mexico, pro- 
vided for by the late treaty, the employment of counsel on the part of the 
Government may become important for the purpose of assisting the com- 
missioners in protecting the interests of the United States. 1 recommend 
this subject to the early and favorable consideration of Congress. 

Complaints have been made in regard to the inefficiency of the means 
provided by the Government of New Granada for transporting the United 
States mail across the Isthmus of Panama, pursuant to our postal conven- 
tion with that Republic of the 6th of March, 1844. Our chargé d'affaires 
at Bogota has been directed to make such representations to the Govern- 
ment of New Granada as will, it is hoped, lead to a prompt rembval of 
this cause of complaint. - - 

The sanguinary civil war with which the Republic of Venezuela has for 
some time past been ravaged has been brought to a close. In its prog- 
ress the rights of some of our citizens resident or trasing there have 
been violated. The restoration of order will afford the Venezuelan Gov- 
ernment an opportunity to examine and redress these grievances and 
others of longer standing which our representatives at Caracas have 
hitherto ineffectually urged upon the attention of that ~o'vernment. 

The extension of the coast of the United States on the Pacific and the 
unexampled rapidity with which the inhabitants of California especially 

L are increasing in numbers have imparted new consequence to our rela- 
tions with the other countries whose territories border upon that ócean. 
I t  is probable that the intercourse between those countries and our pos- 

- sessions in that quarter, particularly with the Republic of Chili, will 
become extensive and mutually advantageous in proportion as California 
and Oregon shall increase in population and wealth. I t  is desirable, 
therefore, that this Government should do everything in its power to fos- 
ter and strengthen its relations with those States, and that the spirit of 
amity between us should be mutual and cordial. 

1 recommend the observante of the same course toward al1 other Amer- 
ican States. The United States stand as the great American power, to 
which, as their natural ally and friend, they will always be disposed first 
to look for mediation and assistance in the event of any collision between 
them and any European nation. As s u c h e  may often kindly mediate 

- in their behalf without entangling ourselve* in forqign wars o r  u n n e s -  - 
.sary controversies. WheneverTKe faith of our treaties with any of them 
shall require our interference, we must necessarily interpose. 



A convention has been negotiated with Brazil providing for the satis- 
factioti of Americau claims on that Governmeut, and it will be submitted 
to tlie Senate. Since the last session of Cougrcss we have received an 
envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary from that Empire, and 
our relations witli it are founded upon the most amicable iinderstanding. 

Your attention is earnestly invited to an amendnient of our existiug 
laws relating to the African slave trade witli a view to tlie effectual sup- 
pression of that barbarous traffic, t It is not to be denied that this trade 
is still in part carried on by means of vessels built in the United States 
and owned or navigated by some of our citizens. The correspondence 
betweeri the Department of State arid the miriister and cousul of the 
United States at Rio de Janeiro, which has from time to time been laid 
beforc Congress, represents that it is a customary device to evade the 
penalties of our laws by means of sea letters. Vessels sold in Brazil, 
when provided witli such papers by the consul, instead of returning to 
the United States for a new register proceed at once to the coast of 
Afnca for the purpose of obtaining cargoes of slaves. Much additional 
information of the same character has recently beeri transmitted to tlie 
Department of State. I t  has not beeri considered the policy of our laws 
to subject an Anierican citizen who in a foreign country purchases a 
vessel built in the United States to the inconvenience of sending her 
home for a new register before permitting lier to proceed on a voyage. 
Any alteratiou of tlie laws whicli riiight have a teudenEy to impede the 
free trarisfer of property in vessels betweeri our citizens, or the free navi- 
gatiori o€ those vessels between differerit parts of the world when em- 
ployed ir1 lawful commerce, should be well and cautiously cotisidered; 
but 1 trust that your wisdom will devise a nlethod by whicli our general 
policy in this respect may be presemed, arid at the same time the abuse 
of our flag by means of sea letters, in the manner indicated, may be 
prevented. 

Having ascertained that there is no prospect of the reunion of the five 
States of Central  mer rica which formerly composed the Republic of 
that name, we llave separately negotiated with some of theni treaties 
of amity and commerce, whicli will be laid before the Senate. 

A contract having been concluded with the State of Nicaragua by a 
company composed of American citizens for the purpose of constructing 
a ship canal through the territory of that State to connect the Atlantic 
and Pacific oceans, 1 have directed the negotiation of a treaty with Nica- 
ragua pledging both Governments to protect those who shall engage in 
and perfect the work. Al1 other nations are invited by the State of 
Nicaragua to enter into the same treaty stipulations with her; and the 
benefit to be denved by each from such an arrangement will be the pro- 
tection of this greafintermzanic communication againstany gewer d i c k  - 
might seek to obstruct it or to monopolize its advantages. Al1 States 
entering into such a treaty will enjoy the right of passage through the - 
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canal on paymeiit of the same tolls. The work, if constructed under 
these guaranties, will become a bond of peace instead of a subject of 
contention and strife between the nations of the earth. Should the 
great maritime States of Europe consent to this arrangement (and we 
iiave no reason to suppose that a proposition so fair and honorable will 
be opposed by any), the energies of their people and ours will cooperate 
in promoting the success of the enterprise. 1 do not recommend any 
appropriation from the National Treasury for this purpose, nor do 1 
believe that such an appropriation is necessary. Private enterprise, if 
properly protected, will complete the work should it prove to be feasi-' 
ble. The parties who llave procured the charter from Nicaragua for its 
construction desire no assistance from this Government beyond its pro- 
tection; and they profess that, having examined the proposed line of 
coinmunication, they will be ready to commence tlie undertaking when- 
ever that protection shall be extended to them. Should there appear to 
be reason, on examining the whole evidence, to entertain a serious doubt 
of the practicability of constructing such a canal, that doubt could be 
speedily solved by an actual exploration of the route. 

Should such a work be constructed under the common protection of 
al1 nations, for equal benefits to all, it would be neither just nor expedi- 
ent that any great maritime state should command the communication. 
The territory through which the canal may be opened ought to be freed 
from the claims of any foreign power. No such powe; should occupy a 
position that would enable it hereafter to exercise so controlling an influ- 
ence over the comrnerce of tlie world or to obstruct a highway which 
ought to be dedicated to the common uses of mankind. ' 

The routes across the Isthmus at Tehuantepec and Panama are alco 
worthy of our serious consideration. They did not fail to engage the 
attention of my predecesor. The negotiator of the treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo was instructed to offer a very large sum of money for the right 
of transit across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec. The Mexican Govern- 
&ent did not accede to the proposition for the purchase of the right of 
way, probably because it had already contracted with private individuals 
fo; the construction of a passage from the Guasacualco River to Tehuan- 
tepec. 1 shall not renew any proposition to purchase for money a right 
which ought to be equally secured to al1 nations on payment of a rea- 
sonable toll to the owners of the improvement, who would doubtles be 
well contented with that compensation and the guarantie of the mari- 
time states of the world in separate treaties negotiated with Mexico, 
binding her- and them to protect those who should construct the work. 
Such guaranties would do more to secure the completion of the commu- 
nication through the kmtory of Mexico than any other reasonable con- 
sideration that could - o f f e ~ d  ; and as Mexico herself wouldbe the-- - - 

greatest gaiñer by t h e  opening of this cokmunizion between the Gulf 
and the Pacific Ocean, it is presumed that she would not hesitate to yield 

- 





18 Messages and Papers ofthe Presidents 

objects. 1 therefore recommend that authority be given to borrow what- 
ever sum may be necessary to cover that deficit. 1 recommend the observ- 
ante of strict economy in the appropriation and expenditure of public 
money. 
1 recommend a revision of the existing tariff and its adjustment on a 

basis which may augment the revenue. 1 do not doubt the right or duty 
of Congress to encourage domestic industry, which is the great source of 
national as well as individual wealth and prosperity. 1 look to the wis- 
dom and patriotism of Congress for the adoption of a system which may 
place home labor at last on a sure and permanent footing and by due 
encouragement of manufactures give a new and increased stimulus to 
agriculture and promote the development of our vast resources and the 
extension of our commerce. Believing that to the attainment of these 
ends, as well as the necessary augmentation of the rwenue and the pre- 
vention of frauds, a system of specific duties is best adapted, 1 strongly 
recommend to Congress the adoption of that system, fixing the duties at 
rates high enough to afford substantial and sufficient encouragement to 
our own industry and at the same time so adjusted as to insure stability. 

The question of the continnance of the subtreasury system is respect- 
fully submitted to the wisdom of Congress. I f  continued, important 
modifications of it appear to be indispensable. 

For further details and views on the above and other qatters connected 
with commerce, the finances, and revenue 1 refer to the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

No direct aid has been given by the General Government to the im- 
provement of agriculture except by the expenditure of 'small sums for 
the collection and publication of agricultura1 statistics and for some 
chemical analyses, which have been thus far paid for out of the patent 
fund. This aid is, in my opinion, wholly inadequate. To give to this 
leading branch of American industry the encouragement which it merits, 
1 respectfully recommend the establishment of an agricultura1 bureau, 
to be connected with the Department of the Interior. To elevate the 
social condition of the agriculturist, to increase his prosperity, and to 
extend his means of usefulness to his country, by multiplying his sources 
of information, should be the study of every statesman and a primary 
object with every legislator. 

No civil government having been provided by Congress for California, 
the people of that Territory, impelled by the necessities of their polit- 
ical condition, recently met in convention for the purpose of forming 
a constitution and State government, which the latest advices give me 
reason to suppose has been accomplished; and it is believed they will 
shcrtly apply for the admission of California into the Union as a sover- 

- - eign State, Should - such be-t-he case, and should thdr  coeitution be 
conformable to the requisitions of the Constitution of the United States, 
1 recommend their application to the favorable consideration of Congress. 

- 



The people of New Mexico will also, it is believed, at no very distant 
period present themselves for admission into the Uriiori. Preparatory to 
the admission of California and New Mexico the people of each will have 
instituted for themselves a republican form of government, "laying its 
foundation in such principles and orgariizing its powers in such form 
as to them sliall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness." 
By awaiting tlieir action al1 causes of uneasiness may be avoided and 
confidence and kind feeling prescrved. With a view of maintai~iing 
the harmony and tranquillity so dear to all, we should abstain from the 
introduction of those exciting topics of a sectional character which 
have hitherto yroduced painful apprehensions in tlie public mind; and 1 
repeat the solemn warning of the first and most illustrious of n ~ y  pred- 
ecessors against furnishing " any ground for cliaracterizing parties by 
geographical discriminations. ' ' 

A collector has been appoir~ted at San Francisco under the act of Con- 
gress extending tlie revenue laws over California, and measures have 
been taken to organize the custom-houses at that and the other ports 
tnentioned in that act at the earliest period practicable. -The collector 
proceeded overland, and advices liave not yet been received of his arrival 
at Sari Francisco. Meanwhile, it is uiiderstood that tlie customs have 
contitiued to be collected there by officers acting under the military 
authority, as they were duriug tlie Adniinistration p f  my predecessor. 
I t  will, 1 think, be expedient to confirm the collections thus made, and 
direct the avails (after such allowarices as Congress may tliink fit to 
authorize) to be expended within the Territory or to be paid into the 
Treasury for the purpose of meeting appropriations fo; the ituprovement 
of its rivers aud harbors. 

A party engaged on the coast survey was dispatched to Oregon in Jan- 
uary last. According to the latest advices, they liad riot left California; 
and directions have been given to theni, as soon as they shall liave fixed 
011 the sites of tlie two light-houses and tlie buoys authorized to be con- 
structed and placed in Oregon, to proceed without delay to riiake recon- 
noissances of the most importani points on the coast of Califorriia, arid 
especially to examine and determine oii sites for light-houses on tliat 
coast, the speedy erection of which is urgently demanded by our rapidly 
iricreasing corrimerce. 

1 have transferred the Indian agencies from upper Missouri and Council 
Bluffs to Santa Fe arid Salt Lake, and liave caused to be appointed sub- 
agents in the valleys of the Gila, the Sacramento, and the San Joaquin 
rivers. Still further legal provisions will be necessary for the effective 
and successful extension of our systeni of Indian intercourse over the 
new territories. 

1 recommend~he~stabli&me<t of abranch m&t in C>fornia. as it-- 
will, in iiiy opinion, afford importaiit facilities to tliose eagaged in rnin- 
ing, as well as to the Government iu &he disposition of the mineral lands. 
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1 also recommend that commissions be organized by Congress to ex- 
amine and decide upon the validity of the present subsisting land titles 
in California and New Mexico, and that provision be made for the estab- 
lishment of offices of surveyor-general in New Mexico, California, and 
Oregon and for the sumeying and bringing into market the public lands 
in those Territories. Those lands, remote in position and difficult of 
access, ought to be disposed of on terms liberal to all, but especially 
favorable to the early emigrants. 

In order that the situation and character of the principal mineral de- 
posits in California may be ascertained, 1 recommend that a geological 
and mineralogical exploration be connected with the linear surveys, and 
that the mineral lands be divided into small lots suitable for mining and 
be disposed of by sale or lease, so as to give our citizens an opportunity 
of procuring a permanent right of property in the soil. This would seem 
to, be as important to the success of mining as of agricultura1 pursuits. 

The great mineral wealth of California and the advautages which its 
ports and harbors and those of Oregon afford to cominerce, especially with 
the islands of the Pacific and Indian oceans and the populous regions of 
eastern Asia, make it certain that there will arise in a few years large and 
prosperous communities on our western coast. I t  therefore becomes im- 
portant that a line of communication, the best and most expeditious which 
the nature of the country will admit, should be opened wlthin the tem- 
tory of the United States from the ~iavigable waters of the Atlantic or the 
Giilf of Mexico to the Pacific. Opinion, as elicited and expressed by two 
large and respetable conventions lately assembled at St. Lopis and Mem- 
phis, points to a railroad as that which, if practicable, will best meet the 
wishes and wants of the country. But while this, if in successful opera- 
tion, would be a work of great national importance and of a value to the 
country which it would be difficult to estimate, it ought also to be regarded 
as an undertaking of vast magnitude and expense, and one which must, 
if it be indeed practicable, encounter many difficulties in its construction 
and use. Therefore, to avoid failure aild disappointment; to enable Con- 
gress to judge whether in the condition of the country through which it 
must pass the work be feasible, and, if it be found so, whether it should 
be undertaken as a national improvement or left to iildividual enterprise, 
and in the latter alternative what aid, if any, ought to be extended to it by 
the Government, 1 recommend as a preliminary measure a careful recon- 
noissance of the several proposed routes by a scientific corps and a report 
as to the practicability of making such a road, with an estimate of the 
cost of its construction and support. 

For further views on these and other matters connected with the duties 
of the home department 1 refer you to the report of the Secretary of the 

- Interior, - - - - - - - - -- 
1 recommend early appropriations for contínuing the river and harbor 

improvements which have been already begun, and also for the construc- 
- 

- 



tion of tliose for wliicli estimates liave lxeti made, as well as for exami- 
natioiis aiid estiniates preparatory to tlie commencement of such others 
as the wants of the country, and especially the advance of our popula- 
tion over new districts and the extension of commerce, may render neces- 
sary. An estimate of the amount which can be advantageously expended 
withiii the next fiscal year urider the direction of tlie Bureau of Topo- 
graphical Engineers accompanies tlie report of tlie Secretary of War, to 
which 1 respectfully itivite the attention of Congress. 

The cession of territory nade by the late treaty with Mexico has 
greatly extended our exposed frontier and reiidered its defense niore 
difficult. That treaty has also brought us uiider obligations to Mexico, 
to comply with which a military force is requisite. But our rnilitary 
establishment is not materially chauged as to its efficiency from the con- 
clition iri which it stood before tlie conln~encemeiit of the Mexican War. 
Soine adrlitioii to it will therefore be necessary, and 1 recomriierid to the 
favorable corisideration of Congress an increase of tlie severa1 corps of 
tlie Army at our distant Westerii posts, as proposed in the accompany- 

- 
iiig report of tlie Secretary of War. 

Great embarrassment has resiilted from the effect upon rank in the 
Army heretoforc given to brevet and staff commissions. The views of 
tlie Secretary of War on tliis subject are deemed important, and if carried 
into effect will, it is believed, prorilote tlie harmoriy e f  tlie service. The 
plan proposed for retiring disabled officers and providirig a11 asylum for 
sucli of the rank and file as from agc, wounds, and other infirrnities occa- 
sioiied by service have becorrie uiifit to perform thek respective duties 
is recoinmended as a means of increasiiig the efficiency of the Army and 
as aii act of justice due frorn a gratcful coutitry to the faithful soldier. 

Tlie acconipariying report of the Secretary of the Navy presents a firll 
aricl satisfactory account of tlie conditiori and operations of tlie naval 
service duriiig the past year. Our citizens engaged in the legitimate 
pursuits of commerce liave enjoyed its benefits. Wherever our national 
vessels have gone they have been received with respect, our officers have 
beeu treated with kiiidness and courtesy, and they have on al1 occasions 
pursued a. course oF strict neutrality, in accordance with the policy of our 
Goverimient. 

The naval force at present in comnlission is as large as is admissible 
with tlie riiimber of men authorized by Congress to be employed. 

1 iizvite your attention to the recoi~imeridation of the Secretary of the 
Navy on the subject of a reorganizatioli of the Navy in its various grades 
of officers, and tlie establishiug of a retired list for such of the officers as 
are disqualiZed for active and effective service. Should Congress adopt 

- ~- soine such measure-as is recommenk4 it will grea* increa- the effi- - - 

ciency of the Navy and reduce its expenditures. 
1 also ask your attention to the views expressed by him in reference to 

the employment 6E war steamers and in regard to the contracts for the 
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transportation of the United States mails and the operation of the system 
upon the prosperity of the Navy. 

By an act of Congress passed August 14, 1848, provision was made for 
extending post-office and mail accommodations to California aud Oregon. 
Exertions have been made to execute that law, but the limited provi- 
sions of the act, the inadequacy of the means it authorizes, the ill adap- 
tation of our post-office laws to the situation of that country, and the 
measure of compensation for services allowed by those laws, compared 
with the prices of labor and rents in California, render those exertions 
in a great degree ineffectual. More particular. and efficient provision by 
law is required on this subject. 

The act of 1845 reducing postage has now, by its operation during 
four years, produced results fully showing that the income from such 
reduced postage is sufficient to sustain the whole expense of the service 
of the Post-Office Department, not including the cost of transportation in 
mail steamers on the lines from New York to Chagres and from Panama 
to Astoria, which have not been considered by Congress as properly be- 
longing to the mail service. 

- I t  is submitted to the wisdom of Congress whether a further reduction 
of postage should not now be made, more particularly on the letter cor- 
respondence. This should be relieved from the unjust burden of trans- 
porting and delivering the franked matter of Congress, for which public 
service provision should be made from the Treasury. 1 confidently 
believe that a change may safely be made reducing al1 single-letter 
postage to the uniform rate of 5 cents, regardless of dist*nce, without 
thereby imposing any greater tax on the Treasury than would constitute 
a very moderate compensation for this public service; and 1 therefore 
respectfully recommend such a reduction. Should Congress prefer to 
abolish the franking privilege entirely, it seems probable that no demand 
on the Treasury would result from the proposed reduction of postage. 
Whether any further diminiition should now be made, or the result of 

- the reduction to 5 cents, which 1 have recommended, should be first 
tested, is submitted to your decision. 

Since the commencement of the last session of Congress a postal treaty 
with Great Britain has been received and ratified, and such relations have 
been formed by the post-office departments of the two countries in pur- 
suance of that treaty as to carry its provisions into full operation. The 
attempt to extend this same arrangement through England to France 
has not been equally successful, but the purpose has not been abandoned. 

For a particular statement of the condition of the Post-Office Depart- 
ment and other matters connected with that branch of the public service 
1 refer you to the report of the Postmaster-General. 

By the actnf the 3aof March, 2849, a board was constitwted to make - -- 
arrangements for taking the Seventh Census, composed of the Secretar~ 
of State, the Attorney-General, and the Postmaster-General; and it was 



made the duty of this board " to prepare and cause to be printed such 
fornis and schedules as might be necessary for the full enumeratiori of 
the inhabitants of the United States, and also propcr forms and sched- 
ules for collecting in statistical tables, under proper heads, such infor- 
mation as to mines, agriculture, cotnmerce, manufactures, education, and 
other topics as would exhibit a full view of the pursuits, industry, edu- 
cation, and resources of the country." The duties enjoined upon the 
census board tlius established having been performed, it now rests with 
Congress to enact a law for carryitig into effect the provision of the Coii- 
stitution which reqirires an actual enumeration of the people of the Uiiited 
States within the ensuing year. 

Among the duties assigned by the Co~istitutiou to the General Gov- 
ernnient is one of local and limited application, but uot on that accouut 
the less obligatory. 1 allude to the trust committed to Congress as the 
exclusive legislator and sole guardian of the interests of the District of 
Columbia. 1 beg to commend these iuterests to your kind attention. 
As the national metropolis the city of Washington must be an object of 
genera1 iuterest; and fmnded, as j t  was, iinder the auspices of hirn whose 
inimortal name it bears, its claims to the fostering care of Congress pre- 

.sent themselves with additional strength. Whatever can contribute to 
its prosperity must enlist the feelings of its constitutional guardians and 
command their favorable consideration. 

Our Government is one of limited powers, and itscsuccessful adminis- 
tration eminently depends on the confinement of each of its coordinate 
branches within its own appropriate sphere. The first section of the 
Constitution ordains that- * 

Al1 legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United 
States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives. 

The Executive has authority to recommend (not to dictate) measures 
to Congress. Having performed that duty, the executive department of 
the Government can not rightfully control the decision of Congress on 
any subject of legislation until that decision shall have been officially 
submitted to the President for approval. The check provided by the 
Constitution in the clause conferring the qualified veto will never be 
exercised by me except in the cases contemplated by the fathers of the 
Republic. 1 view it as an extreme measure, to be resorted to only in 
extraordinary cases, as where it may become necessary to defend the ex- 
ecutive against the encroachments of the legislative power or to prevent 
hasty and inconsiderate or unconstitutional legislation. By cautiously 
confining this remedy within the sphere prescribed to it in the cotempo- 
raneoús expositions of the framers of the Constitution, the will of the 
people, legitimately ex+?ecced on al1 sUbjects oflegislafion-through their 
constitutional organs, the Senators and Representatives of the United 
States, will have its full effect. As indispensable to the presemation 
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of our system of self-government, the independence of the representa- 
tives of the States and the people is guaranteed by the Constitution, 
and they owe no responsibility to any human power but their constitu- 
ents. By holding the representative responsible only to the people, and 
exempting him from al1 other influences, we elevate the character of the 
constituent and quicken his sense of responsibility to bis country. I t  
is under these circumstances only that the elector can feel that in the 
choice of the lawmaker he is himself truly a component part o£ the sov- 
ereign power of the nation. With equal care we should study to defend 
the rights of the executive and judicial departments. Our Government 
can only be preserved in its purity by the suppression and entire elimina- 
tion of every claim or tendency of one coordinate branch to encroach- 
ment upon another. With the strict observance of this rule and the 
other injunctions of the Constitution, with a sedulous inculcation of that 
respect and love for the Union of the States which our fathers cherished 
and enjoined upon their children, and with the aid of that overruling 
Providence which has so long and so kindly guarded our liberties and 
institutions, we may reasonably expect to transmit them, with their innu- 
merable blessings, to the remotest posterity. 

But attachment to the Union of the States should be habitually fos- 
tered in every American heart. Por more than half a century, during 
which kingdoms and empires have fallen, this Union has ~tood unshaken. 
The patriots who formed it have long since descended to the grave; yet 
still it remains, the proudest monument to their memory and the object 
of affection and admiration with everyone worthy to bear* the American 
name. In my judgment its dissolution would be the greatest of calami- 
ties, and to avert that should be the study of every American. Upon 
its preservation must depend our own happiness and that of countless 
generations to come. Whatever dangers may threaten it, 1 shall stand 
by it and maintain it in its integrity to the full extent of the obligations 
imposed and the powers conferred upon me by the Constitution. 

. TAYLOR. 

SPECIAL MESSAGES. 

WASHINGTON, December r7, 1849. 
T o  fhe Senafe of fhe United States: 
1 transmit to the Senate, for its consideration with aview to ratification, 

a convention between the United States and His Majesty the Emperor of 
Brazil, signed at Rio de Janeiro on the 27th of January last, providing for 
the adjustment of claims of citizens of the United Stdes on the Brazuan 

-Govefn&e&. A-copyof a dispatchfrom Mr. Tod, the United States 
minicter at Rio de Janeiro, relative to the convention is also herewith 



communicated. As it is understood that the Emperor's ratification is 
ready to be exchanged for that of tlie United States, and as the period 
liniited for tlie exchange will expire on the 27th of riext month, it is desir- 
able that the decision of the Senate in regard to the instrument should be 
known as soon as may be convenient. 2. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, December 2r, 1869. 
T o  fhe Senafe of fhe United Sfafes: 

1 transmit to the Senate, for its consideration with a view to ratifi- 
cation, a treaty between the United States and His Majesty the King 
of the Hawaiian Islands, yesterday concluded and signed in this city on 
the part of the respective Governmeuts by the Secretary of State of the 
United States and by James Jacksou Jarves, His Hawaiian Majesty's 
special commissioner. 2. TAYLOR. 

- WASHINGTON, Decembe~ 27, 1849. 

To fhe Senate and House of Re$~esenfafives: 
In consequence of the unexpected clelay iii proceedirig to business, 1 

deem it necessary to invite the immediate attentioii of Congress to so 
niuch of the report of the Secretary of the Treasury a$ relates to tlie 
appropriations required for the expenses of collecting the revenue for 
the second half of the current fiscal year. 2. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, J a n u a ~ y  4 ,  1650. 
To t l tp  Senate and House of Re$resentafives of fhe Unifed Sfafcs: 

1 herewitli siibrnit to you copies of a correspondence with the lady of 
Sir Johu Prariklin, relative to the well-knowri expedition under his coiii- 
uiand to the arctic regions for the discovery of a nortliwest passage. On 
the receipt of her first letter imploring the aid of the American Govern- 
ment in a search for the missing ships engaged in an enterprise which 
interested al1 civilized nations, 1 anxiously sought the means of affording 
that assistance, but was prevented from accomplisliir~g the object 1 had 
in view in consequence of the waiit of vessels suitable to encounter the 
perils of a proper exploration, the lateriess of the season, and tlie want of 
an appropriation by Congress to enable me to furnish and equip an effi- 
cient squadron for that object. Al1 that 1 could do i ~ i  compliance with a 
reqiiest wliich 1 was deeply anxious to gratify was to cause the adver- 
tisements of reward promulged by the British Government and the best 
information 1 could obMn as to-the meansaf finding the vessels under - 
the command of Sir John Franklin to be widely circuiated among our 
whalers and seafaring men whose spirit of enterprise might lead them to 
the inhospitable regions where that heroic officer and his brave followers, 
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who periled their lives in the caiiec= -.f i-i-re and for the benefit of the 
world, were supposed to be imprisoned among the icebergs or wrecked 
upon a desert shore. 

Congress being now in session, the propriety and expediency of an 
appropriation for fitting out an expedition to proceed in search of the 
missing ships, with their officers and crews, is respectfully submitted to 
your consideration. 2. TAYLOR. 

EXECUTIVE OSSICE, January r4,, r850. 
The PRESIDENT OF THB SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

SIR: 1 transmit herewith, to be laid before the Senate for its consti- 
tutional action thereon, a treaty concluded with the half-breeds of the 
Dacotah or Sioux Indians for lands reserved for them in the treaty of July 
15,1830, with the Sioux and other Indians, with accompanying papers. 

2. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, January rg, r850. 
T o  the Senate of the UniCed States: 
1 herewith transmit reports from the Secretary of State and the Secre- 

tary of the Navy. containing the information called fOr by the re-solution 
of the Senate of the 7th instant, in relation to the abduction* of Rey, 
d i a s  Garcia, from New Orleans. 2. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, Janualy r4, ~850. 
To the Senate of the Unifed States: 

1 transmit to the Senate, for their consideration, a copy of a correspond. 
ence between the Department of State and the chargé d'affaires of Austria 
near this Government, on the sub+t of the convention for the extension 
of certain stipulations contained in the treaty of commerce and naviga- 
tion of August 27, 1829, between the United States and Austria, con- 
cluded and signed on the 8th of May, 1848, and submitted to the Senate 
on the same day by my predecesor. 2. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, Janualy 23, r850. 
T o  the Senate of the United States: 
1 transmit ko the Senate, in answer to a resolution of that body passed 

on the 17th instant, the accompanying reports of heads of Departments, 
- which contain dl the official mformatiewntfrr possesion of the h u - -  

tive asked for by the resolution. 
*By thc Spakh  oonsul at New Orloank 



On coming into office 1 found the military commandant of the Depart- 
merit of Califorriia exercising the functions of civil governor in that Ter- 
ritory, and lcft, as 1 was, to act uiider the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, 
without the aid of auy legislative provision establishirig a government in 
that Territory, 1 thought it best not to disturb that arrangement, made 
under my predecessor, until Congress should take some action on that 
siibject. 1 therefore did not interfere with the powers of the military 
cornniaudant, who continued to exercise the functions of civil governor 
as before; but 1 rnade no such appointment, conferred no such authority, 
and have allowed no increased compensation to the commandant for his 
services. 

With a view to tlie faithfuL execution of the treaty so far as lay in the 
power of the Executive, and to enable Congress to act at the preseut ses- 
sion witli as full knowledge and as little difficulty as possible on al1 mat- 
ters of interest ir1 these Territories, 1 serit tlie Hon. Thonias Butler King 
as bearer of dispatches to California, arid certairi officers to California and 
New Mexico, whose duties are particularly defiried in the accompanying 
lctters of instruction addressed to them severally by the proper Depart- 
ments. 

1 did not hesitate to express to the people of those Territories my desire 
that eacli Territory sliould, if  prepared to comply with the requisitions of 
the Constitutiori of the United States, form a plan of a State constitution 
and submit the same to Congress with a prayer for admission iuto the 
Uniori as a State, but 1 did not anticipate, siiggest, or authorize the estab- 
lishment of any such government witliout tlie assent of Congress, nor did 
1 authorize any Government agent or officer to iuterfere witli or exercise 
any influence or control over the election of delegates or over any con- 
vention in makirig or modifying their domestic institutions or any of the 
provisions of their proposed coristitiition. 011 tlie contrary, the instruc- 
tious given by tny orders were that al1 riieasures of domestic policy adopted 
by the people of California niust originate solely with themselves; that 
while the Executive of the United States was desirous to protect them in 
the formatioii of any government republican in its character, to be at the 
proper time submitted to Congress, yet it was to be distinctly understood 
that the plan of such a government must at tlie same time be the result 
of their own deliberate choice and originate with themselves, without the 
interference of the Executive. 

1 am unable to give any ir~formatiou as to laws passed by any supposed 
government iu California or of any cerisus taken in either of the Ter- 
ritories mentioned in the resolution, as 1 have no information on those 
subjects. 

86 already-stated, 1 have tlot disturbed the xrangements which 1 
found had existed under my predecesor. 

In advising an early application by the people of these Territories for 
admission as States 1 was actuated principaiiy by an earnest desire to 

. 
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afford to the wisdom and patriotism of Congress the opportunity of avoid- 
ing occasions of bitter and angry dissensions among the people of the 
United States. 

Under the Constitution every State has the-right of establishing and 
from time to time altering its municipal laws and domestic institutions 
independently of every other State and of the General Government, sub- 
ject only to the prohibitions and guaranties expressly set forth in the 
Constitution of the United States. The subjects thus left exclusively to 
the respective States were not designed or expected to become topics of 
national agitation. Still, as under the Constitution Congress has power 
to make al1 needful rules and regulations respecting the Territories of 
the United States, every new acquisition of territory has led to discus- 
sions on the question whether the system of involuntary servitude which 
prevails in many of the States should or should not be prohibited in that 
territory. The periods of excitement from this cause which have liere- 
tofore occurred have been safely pacsed, but during the interval, of wbat- 
ever length, which may elapse before tlie admission of the Territories 
ceded by Mexico as States it appears probable that similar excitement 
will prevail to an undue extent. 

Under these circumstances I thought, and still think, that it was iny 
duty to endeavor to put it in the power of Congress, by the admission of 
California and New Mexico as States, to remove al1 eccasion for the un- 
necessary agitation of the public mind. 

I t  is understood that the people of the western part of California have 
formed a plan of a State constitution and will soon spbmit the same to 
the judgment of Congress and apply for admission as a State. This 
course on their part, though in accordance with, was not adopted exclu- 
sively in consequence of, any expression o£ my wishes, inasmuch as meas- 
ures tending to this end had been promoted by the officers sent there by 
my predecesor, and were already in active progress of execution before 
any communication from m& reached California. I f  the proposed con- 
stitution shall, whFn submitted to Congress, be found to be in compliance 
with the requisitions of the Constitution of the United States, 1 earnestly 
recommend that it may receive the sanction of Cdngress. 

The part of California not included in the proposed State of that name 
is believed to be uninhabited, except in a settlement of our countrymen 
in the vicinity of Salt Lake. 

A claim has been advanced by the State of Texas to 8 very large por- 
tion of the most populous district of the Territory commonly designated 
by the name of New Mexico. I f  the people of New Mexico had formed 
a plan of a State government for that Territory as ceded by the trgaty 
of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and had been admitted by Congress as a State, 
eur  Constitutiee woulbh-weafforded the means ofatstairiing awadj~st-  - 

rnent of the question of boundary with Texas by a judicial decision: At 
present, however, no judicial tribunal has the power of deciding that 



question, and it rernains for Congress to devise some mode for its adjust- 
ment. Meanwhile 1 submit to Congress the questiori whether it would 
be expedierit before such adjusttnent to establish a Territorial govern- 
ment, whicli by including the district so claimed would practically decide 
the questioii adversely to tlie State of Texas, or by excluding it would 
decide it iri her favor. In my opiniou such a course would not be expedi- 
ent, especially as the people of this Territory still enjoy the benefit and pro- 
tectiori of their municipal laws originally derived from Mexico and have 
a rnilitary force statioried tliere to protect theni against tlie Indiaris. I t  
is undoubtedly true that the property, lives, liberties, and religion of the 
people of New Mexico are better protected than they ever were before 
the treaty of cessiori. 

Should Congress, when California sliall present herself for incorpora- 
tion into tlie Unioii, annex a condition to her admission as a State affect- 
iiig her domestic institutions contrary to tlie wishes of her people, aiid 
even compel her teniporarily to con~ply with it, yet tlie State could chatige 
her constitution at atiy time after admission when to her it should seem 
expedierit. Any attempt to deny to the people of tlie State tlie riglit of 
self-government in a matter wliich peculiarly affects themselves will in- 
fallibly be regarded by them as ari invasion of tlieir riglits, arid, upon the 
principies laid down ir1 our own Dcclaratiori of Indeperidence, tliey will 
certaiiily be siistained by the great liiass of the Americori people. To 
assert that tliey are a coriquered people arid inust as a State subrnit to tlie 
will of their conquerors iri this regard will rrieet witli no cordial response 
nmong Americaii freeriien. Great nitriibers of them are native citizens 
of the United States, iiot inferior to the rest of our countryken in iritelli- 
gence aud patriotisin, and no language of rnenace to restrain them in the 
exercise of an undoubted right, substaritially guaranteed to thern by the 
treaty of cession itself, shall ever be uttered by me or encouraged and 
sustairted by persons acting urider rny authority. I t  is to be expected 
that iri the residue of the territory ceded to us by Mexico tlie people 
residirig there will at tlie time of their iiicorporation irito the Union as a 
State settle al1 questions of dorriestic policy to suit themselves. 

No material inconvenience will result from the want for a sliort period 
of a government establislied by Congress over that part of the territory 
which lies eastward of the new State of California; and the reasons for 

. niy opinion that New Mexico will at no very distarit period ask for admis- 
sion irito the Union are founded on uriofficial information wliicli, 1 sup- 
pose, is common to al1 who llave cared to rnake inquiries on that subject. 

Seeing, then, that tlie questioii which now excites sucli painful sensa- 
tions in the country will in the end certainly be settled by the silent 

- - effect of causes - independent of the - action of Congress, 1 again submit to 
wisdom the @licy recommended in my annual rnegage of awaiting 

the salutary operatiori of those causes, believing that we shall thus avoid 
the creation of geographical parties and secure the harmony of feeling so 
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necesary to the beneficia1 actio: of our political system. Connected, as 
the Union is, with the remembrance of past happiness, the sense of pres- 
ent blessings, and the hope of future peace and prosperity, every dictate 
of wisdom, every feeling of-duty, and- every emotion of patriotism tend 
to inspire fidelity and devotion to it and admonish us cautiously to avoid 
any unnecessary controversy which can either endanger it or impair its 
strength, the chief element of which is to be fauna in the regard and 
affection of the people for each other. 

2. TAYLOR. 

[A similar message, dated January 21, 1850, was sent to the House of 
Representatives, in answer to a resolution of that body.] 

WASHINGTON, January 23, 1850. 
To  the Sena fe of the Unifed Sfafes: 
1 transmit to the Senate a copy of the conventiou between the United 

States and His Majesty the Emperor of Brazil, providing for the satisfac- 
tion of clairns of citizens of the United States against the Brazilian Gov- 
ernment, signed at Rio de Janeiro on the 27th of January last, and the -- 
ratiiications of which were exchanged in this city on the 18th instant. I t  
is desirable that Congress should prescribe the mode in which the claims 
referred to are to be adjusted and the money stipulated to be paid by - Brazil shaíí be distributed amongst the claimants. Extracts from dis- 
patches of the minister of the United States at Rio de Jaueiro and a copy 
of a letter from an agent of claimants there are also herewith commu- 
nicated, to which your attention is invited. 1 have atithorized our min- 
ister to demand, receive, and give acquittances for the amount payable 
by Brazil, and have caused him to be instructed to remit the same to 
the Treasury of the United States. 2. TAYLOR. 

[The same message was sent to the House of Representatives.] 

WASHINGTON, january 30, 1850. 
To the Senate of the UniZed Sfates: 

In reply to the resolution of the Senate of the 7th instant, requesting 
of me al1 the official correspondence since the 4th of March last between 
this Government and its military authorities at Santa Fe or with the 
authorities of the State of Texas relating to the boundary or occupation 
of Texas, and the reasons why the judicial authority of Texas has not 
been recognized by the military authority at Santa Fe, 1 herewith submit 
the accompanying reports, which contain the information - called for by the 
resolution. 

I-k;weaet been informed of aq actc of iuerference %y the military -- 
forces stationed at Santa Fe with the judicial authority of Texas estab- 
lished or sought to be established there. 1 have received no communi- - -- 
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The information called for by this resolution will be cheerfully com- 
municated to the Senate as soon as it shall be found to be compatible 
with the public interest. 2. TAYLOR. 

- 

WASHINGTON, Feónrary 13, 1850. 

To the House ofRe$resentahiies of fhe Unifed Sfafes: 
1 have received a resoliition of the House of Representatives of the 24th 

ultimo, requesting the President of the United States " to communicate 
to that body (provided the publication thereof be not prejudicial to the 
public interest) al1 such information as may be within the knowledge of 
the executive department relative to the alleged extraordinary proceed- 
ings of the English Government in the forcible seizure and occupation of 
the island of Tigre, in the State of Nicaragua, Central America; also 
al1 facts, circumstances, or communications within the knowledge of the 
Executive relative to any seizure, occupation, or attempted seizure or 
occupation, by the Bnglish Government of any port, river, town, territory, 
or island belonging to or claimed by any of the States of Central America; 
also that he be requested to communicate to this House, if not incompat- 
ible with the public interest, al1 treaties not heretofore published which 
may have been negotiated with any of the States of Central America by 
any person acting by authority from the late Administration or under 
the auspices of the present Executive." The informátion called for by 
this resolution will be cheerfully communicated to the House as soon 
as it shall be found compatible with the public interest. 

"2. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, February r3, r85o. 
To fhe Huuse of Representah'ves of fhe Un<& Sfafes: 

1 transmit herewith to the House of Representatives, for the informa- . 
tion of that body, an authenticated copy of the constitution of tlie State 
of California, received by me from General Riley. 

2. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, Februaly 13, i85o. 
To fhe Senafe of fhe United Stafes: 

1 transmit herewith to the Senate, for the information of that body, an 
authenticated copy of the constitution of California, received by me from 
the Hon. William M. Gwyn. 2. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, March r, 1850. 
To the Senafe of fhe Unifed ~faTes: 

- In reply to-e resolutiorrof €he SeGte of the i z th  ult?mo, requesting 
the President of the United States " to inform the Senate of the amount 



of prize money paid into the Treasury iu conformity with the eighteenth 
sectiori of the act of Marcli 3, 1849," etc., 1 trailsriiit herewith a report 
from tlie Secretary of the Navy, with accoxnpaoying docut~lctits. 

- 

2. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, March 4 ,  1850. 

To thc Senafe and Nouse ofRe$~esenfafiucs of fhe United Slafcs: 
1 hercwitli trausmit to Congress copies of a recerit corresponderlce 

betweeri tlie Department of State aiid the British miriister at Wasliirig- 
ton, relatitig to sul>jects* which seetn to require tlie coitsideration of the 
legislative ratlier than the executive braricli of the Government. 

2. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, March 6, 1850. 
To fhe Senate of fhe Unifed Sfafes: 

Iu answer to tlie inquiries contained in the resolution of the Senate 
of tlie 4th instant, in relatiori to the appointment of postmasters by tlie 
Posttuaster-General, 1 send to tlie Senate herewith tlie letter of the Post- 
master-General furnishing the desired information. 

Z. TAYLOR. 

T o  fhe Senate of the United States: WARCH 8, 1850. 

'I'he Postmaster-General has tliis day communicatcd to me the letter 
Iierewith transinitted, ir1 additiori to liis coriitiiunication by rile sent to 
the Senate on the 6th instant, ir1 relation to the inquiries Contaixied in the 
resolution of the Senate as to the appointment of postmasters. 

2. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, March 19,1850. 
To fhe ,Tenat&of the Unifed Stafes: 

1 transmit herewith, for tlie consideration and constitutioual action of 
tlie Senate, a cominunication from tlie Secretary of the Interior, covering 
two treaties with Indtans of New Mexico, otle uegotiated witli the Navajo 
tribe ori tlie 9th of September last by Coloriel Jolirx Washington, of the 
Arxny, and J. S. Calhoun, United States Indian agent at Santa Fe, and 
tlie otlier with the Utah tribe, negotiated by J. S. Calhoun on the 13th 
of Uecember last. 

2. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, March I A  1850. 
T o  ttie Senafe of the United States: 

- 
1 lierewith t r a ñ s m m h e  Senate, for their-añvien regard €6 its rafi- 

fication, ''a general treaty of amity, navigation, aná commerce " between 
* Navigation laws and tariff on Britieh productioris. . 

M P-vox. v-3 
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the United States of America and the State of Nicaragua, concluded at 
i,eon by E. George Squier, chargé d'affaires of the United States, on 
their part, and Señor Zepeda, on the part of the Republic of Nicaragua. 
1 also transmit, for the advice of the Senate in regard to its ratifica- 

tion, "a general treaty of amity, navigation, and commerce" negotiated 
by Mr. Squier with the Republic of San Salvador. 

1 also transmit to the Senate a copy of the instructions to and corre- 
spondence with the said chargé d'affaires relating to those treaties. 

1 also transmit, for the advice of the Senate in regard to its ratification, 
" a general treaty of peace, amity, commerce, and navigation" negotiated 
by Elijah Hise, our late chargé d'affaires, with the State of Guatemala. 
1 also transmit, for the information of the Senate, a copy of a treaty 

negotiated by Mr. Hice with the Government of Nicaragua on the 2rst 
of June last, accompanied by copies of his instructions from and corre- 
spondence with the Department of State. 

On the 12th day of November, 1847, Señor Buétrago, secretary of state 
and of the affairs of war and foreign relations and doniestic administra- 
tion of the Supreme Government of the State of Nicaragua, addressed a 
letter from the Government House a f  Leon to Mr. Buchanan, then Sec- 
retary of State of the United States, asking the friendly offices of this 
Government to prevent an attack upon the town of San Juan de Nica- 
ragua, then contemplated by the British authorities as the allies of the 
Mosquito King. That letter, a translation of which :S herewith sent, 

- 

distinctly charges that- 

The object of the British in taking this key of the continent is. not to protect the 
small tribe of the Mosquitos, but to establish their owu empire over the Atlantic 
extremity of the line, by which a canal connecting the two oceans is most practicable, 
insuring to them the preponderance on the American continent, as well as their direct 
relations with Asia, the East Indies, and other important countries in the world. 

No answer appears to have been returned to this letter. 
A communication was received by my predecessor from Don José Guer- 

rero, President and Supreme Director of the State of Nicaragua, dated the 
15th day of December, 1847, expressing his desire to establish relations 
of amity and commerce with the United States, a translation of which is 
herewith inclosed. In this the President of Nicaragua says: 

My desire was carried to the utmost on seeing in your message at the opening of 
the Twenty-ninth Congress of your Republic a sincere profession of political faith in 
al1 respects conformable with the principles professed by these States, determined, 
as they are, to sustain with firmness the continental cause, the rights of Americans in 
general, and the noninterference of European powers in their concerns. 

This letter announces the critica1 situation in which' Nicaragua was 
placed and charges upon the Court of St. James a " well-known design to 
establish colonies on the coast of Nicaragua and to render itself master of - - - the inteoceaEic -Yl, for whih .so m* facilities a z p r e s e n t ¿  by &e 
dsthmus in that +te." No reply was made to k t i s  le$ter. 



The British ships of war AIarm and Vixen arrived at San Juan de 
Nicaragua on tlie 8th day of February, 1848, and on the 12th of that 
month the British forces, consistiiig of 260 officers and men, attacked and 
captured tlie post of serapaqui, garrisoned, according to the British state- 
nients, by about 200 soldiers, after a sharp action of one hour and forty 
miuutes. 

0 n  tlie 7th day of Marcli, 1848, articles of agreement were concluded 
by Captairi Locke, oii the part of Great Britain, with the commissioners 
of the State of Nicaragua in the islarid of Cuba, in tlie Lake of Nicaragua, 
a copy of wliich will be found iu tlie correspondence relating to the Mos- 
quito Territory preseuted to and published by the House of Commons of 
Great Britain 011 the 3d day of July, 1848, herewitli siibmitted. A copy 
of tlie same document will also be found accornpanying tlie note of the 
minister for foreip  atiairs of Nicaragua to the Secretas. of State of 
the United States urider date tlie 17th Marcli, 1848. 

By tlie tliird article of the agreement it is provided that Nicaragua 
"shall not disturb the inhabitants of San Juaii, understanding that any 
siich act will be considered by Great Britairi as a declaration of open hostil- 
ities. ' '  By the sixth article it is provided that these articles of agreement 
will not " hinder Nicarsgua froiii soliciting by means of a commissioner 
to Her Britannic Majesty a final arrangement of these affairs." 

The communicatioii froni Sefior Sebastian Salinas, tlie secretary of for- 
eigri affairs of the State of Nicaragua, to Mr. Buchanan, tlie Secretary of 
State of the United States, dated 17th March, 1848, a translation of which 
is herewith subrnitted, recites tlie aggressions of Great Britain and the 
seizure of a part of the Nicaragua11 territory iii tlie panle of the Mosquito 
King. No answer appears to have been given to this letter. 

On tlie 28th day of October, 1847, Joseph W. Livingston was appointed 
by this Government consul of the United States for the port of San Juan 
de Nicaragua. On the 16th day of December, 1847, after having received 

- his exequatur from the Nicaraguan Government, he addressed a letter to 
Mr. Buchanan, Secretary of State, a copy of which is herewith submitted, 
representing that he had been iriformed that the English Government 
would take possession of San Juan de Nicaragua in Jaiiuary, 1848. 

I n  another letter, dated the 8th of April, 1848, Mr. Livingston states 
that "at the request of the minister for foreign affairs of Nicaragua he 
transmits a package of papers containing the correspondence relative to 
the occupation of the port of San Juan by British forces in the name of the 
Mosquito nation. ' ' 

On the 3d day of June, 1848, Elijah Hise, being appointed chargé 
d'affaires of the United States to Guatemah, received bis instructions, a 

- - copy of which is herewith submitted. I n  these instructibns the follow- - - - - -- 
iní; passages occur : - 

The independence as well as the interests of the nations on this continent requk 
that theg should maintain the American system of policy-entirely distinct from that 
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which prevails in Europe. Tosuffer any interference on the part of the European Gov- 
eruments with &e domestic concerns of the American Repuhlics and to permit them 
to establish new colonies upon this continent would be to jeopard their independence 
and to ruin their interests. These truths ought everywhere throughout this conti- 
nent to be impressed on the public mind. But what can the United States do to 
resist such European interference whilst the Spanish American Republics continue 
to weaken themselves by divisiou and civil war and deprive themselves of the ability 
of doing anything for their own protection? 

This last significant inquiry seems plainly to intimate that the United 
States could do nothing to arrest British aggression while the Spanish 
American Republics continue to weaken themselves by division and civil 
war and deprive themselves of the ability of doing anything for their 
protection. 

These instructions, which also state the dissolution of the Central 
American Repiiblic, formerly composed of the five States of Nicaragua, 
Costa Rica, Honduras, San Salvador, and Guatemala, and their continued 
separation, authorize Mr. Hise to conclude treaties of commerce with the 
Republics of Guatemala and San Salvador, but concliide with saying that 
it was not deemed advisable to empower Mr. Hise to conclude a treaty 
with either Nicaragua, Honduras, or Costa Rica pntil more full and sta- 
tistical information should have been communicated by him to the Depart- 
ment in regard to those States than that which it possesses. . 

The States of Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Honduras are the only Cen- 
tral American States whose consent or cooperation would in any event be 
necessary for the construction of the ship canal contemplated between the 
Pacific and Atlantic oceans by the way of Lake Nicarague. 

In pursuance of the sixth article of the agreement of the 7th of March, 
I 848, between the forces of Great Britain and the authorities of NiEaragua, 
Señor Francisco Castillon was appointed commissioner from Nicaragua to 
Great Britain, and on the 5th day of November, 1848, while at Washing- 
ton on his way to London, addressed a letter to the Secretary of State, a 
translation of which is herewith submitted, asking this Government to 
instruct its minister plenipotentiary residing in London to sustain the 
right of Nicaragua to her territory claimed by Mosquito, and especially to 
the port of San Juan, expressing the hope of Nicaragua " that the Gov- 
ernment of the Union, firmly adhering to its principie of resisting al1 for- 
eign intervention in America, would not hesitate to order such steps to be 
taken as might be effective before things reached a point in which the 
intervention of the United States would prove of no avail." 

To this letter also no answer appears .to have been returned, and no 
instructions were given to our minister in u n d o n  in pursuance of the 
request contained in it. 

- 
On the 3d day of March, 1847, Christopher Hempstead was appointed 

- - coasul at Belize, a d a n  app l i ca t iwas  thep made f a  his -exequatur 
through our minister in London, Mr. Bancroft. Lord Palmerston referred 
Mr. Bancroft's application for an exequatur for Mr. Hempstead to the - 



colonial office. The exequatur was granted, and Mr. Hempstead, in a let- 
ter to tlie Dcpartriietit of State bearing date the 12th day of February, 
1848, a copy of which is lierewith submitted, acknowledged tlie receipt 
of his exequatur frorii Her Britannic Majesty, by virtue of wliich he has 
discliarged his consular furlctions. Tlius far this Govcrrirrient has recog- 
nizecl tlie existence of a Britisli colony at Belize, withiii tlie territory of 
Wondiiras. 1 have recalled the consul, and llave appointed no one to 
siipply his place. 

Ori tlie 26th day of May, 1848, Mr. Hempstead represented in a let- 
ter to the Departmeut of State tliat tlie Indiaris hacl "applied to Her 
Majesty's siiperiritendent at  Belize for protecJion, arid had desired hirn 
to take possession of the territory whicli tliey occupied arid take therri 
under his protectioii as Britisli subjects;" and he added that in the 
everit of the success of their application "the British Government would 
tlieii have possession of the entire coast from Cape Conte to San Juan 
de Nicaragua." Iu another letter, dated the 29th day of July, 1848, he -. 
wrote: 

1 llave not a doubt but the designs of Her Majesty's offiTers here and oii the Mos- 
quito shore are to obtain territory 0 x 1  this continent. 

The receipt of this letter was regularly acknowledged on the 29th day 
of August, 1848. 

When 1 canie into office 1 found tlie British Government in possession 
of the port of San Juan, which it had taken by force of arms after we had 
takeri possession of California and wliile we were engagecl in the negotia- 
tion of a treaty for tlie cessioir of it, and tliat no official remonstrance had 
been made by this Governrnerit agairist the aggression, nor any attempt 
to resist it. Bfforts were theu beiiig niade by certain private citizens of 
tlie United States to procure froril the State of Nicaragua by contract the 
riglit to cut the proposed sliip caria1 by the way of the river San Juan 
and tlie lakes of Nicaragua arid Managua to Realejo, on the Pacific Ocean. 
A company of Americati citizens eritered into such a contract witli the 
State of Nicaragua. Viewirig tlie canal as a matter of great importante 
to the people of the United States, 1 resolved to adopt tlie policy of pro- 
tecting the work and binding tlie Government of Nicaragua, through 
whose territory it would pass, also to protect it. The instructions to E. 
George Squier, appointed by nie chargé d'affaires to Guatemala on the 2d 
day of April, 1849, are herewith submitted, as fully indicating the views 
whicli governed me in directing a treaty to be made with Nicaragua. 1 
considered the interference of tlie Britisli Government on this continent 
i r i  seizing tlie port of San Juan, wliich commanded the route believed to 
be the most eligible for the canal across the Isthmus, and occupying it at  

- - 
the v e r m e m e n t  wfren it was Enown, as 1- believq-to Great Britaiñ that. -- 
we were engaged in the negotiation for the purchase of California, as an 
unfortunate coincidence, and s n e  calculated to lead to the inference that 
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railroad, the neutrality of whicli was deemed necessary by the President 
and Senate to the construction and security of the work. 

'l'lie tliirty-fifth article of the treaty with Nicaragua, negotiated by Mr. 
Squier, which is submitted for your advice in regard to its ratification, 
distirictly recognizes the rights of sovereignty and property which the 
State of Nicarapa possesses in arid over the line of the canal thereiii 
~xovided for. I f  tlie Senate doubt on that subject, it will be clearly 
- 

wrong to iuvolvc us in a coritroversy with England by adopting the treaty; 
but after the best corisideration which 1 have been able to give to the 
subject my owri judgment is convinced that the claims of Nicaragua arc 
jiist, and that as our commerce arld intercourse with the Pacific require 
tlie opening of tliis communication from ocean to ocean it is our duty to 
ourselves to assert tlieir justice. 

Tliis treaty is rlot intended to secure to the United States any monopoly 
or exclusive aclvantage in the use of the canal. Its object is to guarantec 
protection to American citizens arld others who shall construct the canal, - 
and to deferid it when completed against urijust confiscations or obstruc- 
tions, and to deny tlie advantages of navigatiori througli it to those ria- 
tions only whicli shall refuse to enter irito the same guaranties. A copy 
of the contract of tlie canal comparly is herewitli transmitted, from which, 
as well as from tlie treaty, it will be perceived that the sarne benefits are 
offered to al1 natioris ir1 tlie same terms. . 

Thc message of rriy predecessor to the Senate of the 10th February, 
1847, transmitting for ratification the treaty with New Granada, coiltains 
in general the principies by which 1 have been actuated in directing tlie 
negotiation with Nicaragua. The only difference betwgen the two cases 
consists ir1 this: In that of Nicaragua the British Government has seized 
upon part of her territory and was ir1 possession of it when we negotiated 
the treaty with her. But tliat possession mas taken after our occupatiou 
of California, wheri the effect of it was to obstruct or corltrol the most 
eligible route for a ship communication to the territories acquired by us 
on the Pacific. In the case of New Granada, her possession was undis- 
turbed at the time of tlie treaty, though the British possessiori in the right 
of the Mosquito King was then extended into tlie territories claimed by 
New Granada as far as Boca del Toro. The professed objects of both 
the treaties are to open communicatious across the Isthmus to al1 nations 
and to invite their giiaranties on the sanle terms. Neither of them pro- 
poses to guarantee territory to a foreigri nation in wliich the United States 
will not have a common interest with tliat iiation. Neither of them con- 
stitutes an alliance for arly political object, but for a purely cornmercial 
purpose, in which al1 the navigating nations of the world have a common 

- intereg. Nicaragua, - like New -- Granada, is a power - which - - will not - excite - - - - 
th? jealousy of atiy nation. 

As there is nothing narrow, selfisli, illiberal, or exclusive in the views 
of the United States as set forth in this treaty, as it is indispensable to 
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the successful completion of the contemplated canal to secure protection 
to it from the local authorities and this Government, and as 1 have no 
doubt that the British pretension to the port of San Juan in right of the 
Mosquito King is without just foundation in any public law ever before 
recognized in any other iustance by Americans or Englishmen as appli- 
cable to India11 titles on this continent, 1 shall ratify this treaty in case 
the Senate shall advise that course. Its principal defect is taken from 
the treaty with New Granada, the negotiator having made it liable to be 
abrogated on notice after twenty years. Both treaties should have been 
perpetua1 or limited only by the duration of the improvements they were 
ixitended to protect. The instructions to our chargé d'affaires, it will be 
seen, prescribe no limitation for the continuance of the treaty with Nica- 
ragua. Should the Senate approve of principie of the treaty, an amend- 
ment in this respect is deemed advisable; and it will be well to invite by 
another amendment the protection of other nations, by expressly offering 
them in the treaty what is now offered by implication only-tlie same 
advantages which we propo2e for ourselves on the same conditions upon 
which we shall have acquired them. The policy of this treaty is not 
novel, nor does it originate from any suggestion either of my immediate 
predecesor or myself. On the 3d day of March, 1835, the following res- 
olution, referred to by the late President in his message to the Senate 
relative to the treaty with New Granada, was adoptedin executive ses- 
sion by the Senate without division: 

ResoZved, That the President of the United States be respectfully requested to 
consider the expediency of opening negotiations with the Govegnments of Central 
America and New Granada for the purpose of effectually protecting, by suitable 
treaty stipulations with them, such individuals or companies as may undertake to 
open a communication between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans by the construction 
of a ship canal across the isthmus which connects North and South America, and of 
securing forever by such stipulations the free and equal rights of navigating such a 
canal to al1 such nations on the payment of such reasouable tolls as may he estab- 
lished to compensate the capitalists who may engage in such undertaking and com- 
plete the work. - 

President Jackson accorded with the policy suggested in this resolution, 
and in pursuance of it sent Charles Biddle as agent to negotiate with the 
Governments of Central America and New Granada. The result is fully 
set forth iii the report of a select committee of the House of Representa- 
tives of the 20th of February, 1849, upon a joint resolution of Congress 
to authorize the survey of certain routes for a canal or railroad between 
the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. The policy indicated in the resolution 
of the 3d March, 1835, then adopted by the President and Senate, is that 
now proposed for -the consideration and sanction of the Senate. So far 
as my knowledge extends, such has ever been the liberal policy of the 

- íeading statesmen of this c o u n t r p n d  by-as it been more ear- - 

nestly recommended than by my lamented predecessor. 
2. TAYLOR. 



WASHINGTON, March 26,1850. 
To ¿he Nouse of Re#rese?ztativcs of ¿he United States: 

1 herewitli transiiiit, for the informatioii of Coiigress, a copy of the 
report*: of Tliotnas Butler King, esq., appointed bearer of dispatches and 
special agerit to California, made in pursuance of iristructions issued from 
the Department of State on the 3d day of April last. 

Z .  TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, March 28, 1850. 
To ¿he Senate o f f h e  United States: 

Iii coriipliarice with a resolution of the Seriate of the 22d instant, re- 
qucsting the Presidciit of the United States to communicate to that body 
a copy of tlie iristructioris givcn to the agent of the United States who was 
einployed to visit Hurigary during the recent war between that country 
aud Austria, and of tlie correspondeiice by and with such agent, so far as 
the publicatiori of the sarne may be coilsistent witli the public interest, 1 
herewitli transinit to tlie Seriate a copy of the iilstructions to A. Dudley 
Maiiii, esq., relatirig to Hungary, he liaviiig been appointed by me special 
agent to that country ori the 18th day of Junc last, together with a copy of 
thc correspoildence with our late chargé d'affaires to Austria referred to i i i  
those iristructioris arld of other papers disclosiilg tlie policy of this Govern- 
meiit ir1 reference to Hungary and her people. 1 also transmit, in compli- 
ancc witli tlie resolution of the Senate, but in a separate packet, a copy of 
the correspondence of Mr. Mann with the Departinent of State. The lat- 
ter 1 linvc caused to be marked " executive"-the information contained 
in it beiiig such as \vil1 be found on exaniination rnost appropriately to 
belong to the Senate ir1 the exercise of its executive functions. The pub- 
licatioil of tliis corrcspondence of the agcnt sent by me to Hungary is a 
niatter referred entirely to tlie judgment and discretion of the Senate. 

I t  will be seen by tlie documerits now transmitted that no minister or 
agent was accredi~ed by the Government of Hungary to this Government 
at any period since 1 carne irito office, nor was any communication ever 
received by this Goverrinient from the rninister of foreign affairsof Hun- 
gary or aiiy other executirc officer autliorized to act iii her behalf. 

My purpose, as freely avowed iii this correspondence, was to have 
ackriowledged the independence of Hungary had she succeeded iii es- 
tablishing a government de facto oii a basis sufficiently permanent in its 
character to have justified me iri doing so according to the usages and 
settled priilciples of this Government; and although she is now fallen 

a n d  many of her gallant patriots are in exile or in chains, 1 am free still 
to declare that had she been successful in the maintenance of such a 

- - - - - govern&ent as wé could XLve recognizedwe shoüfd have been the-first 
to welcome her into the family of nations. 

- Z .  TAYLOR. 
*On California affairs. 
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WASHINGTON, AfiriY 3, 1850. 
T o  fhe Senate and House of Repesen fatives of fhe United States: 

1 transmit a translation of a note, under date the 20th of last month, 
addressed to the Secretary of State by the minister of the Mexican 
Republic accredited to this Government, expressing the views of that 
Government with reference to the control of the wild Indians of the 
United States on the frontier of Mexico, as stipulated for in the eleventh 
article of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. 2. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, A#?.¿ 22,1850. 
To the Senate of the United Stafes: 

1 herewith transmit to the Senate, for their advice with regard to its 
ratification, a convention between the United States and Great Britain, 
concluded at Washington on the 19th instant by John M. Clayton, Sec- 
retary of State, on the part of the United States, and by the Right Hon. 
Sir Henry Lytton Bulwer, on tlie part of Great Britain. 

This treaty has been negotiated in accordance with the general views 
expressed in my message to Congress in December last. Its object is  to 
establish a commercial alliance with al1 great maritime states for the pro- 
tection of a contemplated ship canal through the territory of Nicaragua 
to connect the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, and at the same time to in- 
sure the same protection to the contemplated railways or canals by the 
Tehuantepec and Panama routes, as well as to every other interoceanic 
communication which may be adopted to shorten the transit to or from 
our temtories on the Pacific. 

,. 
It will be seen that this treaty does not propose to take money from 

the public Treasury to effect any object contemplated by it. I t  yields 
protection to the capitalists who may undertake to construct any canal or 
railway across the Isthmus, commencing in the southern part of Mexico 
and terminating in the territory of New Granada. I t  gives no preference 
to any one route over another, but proposes the same measure of protec- 
tion for al1 which ingenuity and enterprise can construct. Should this 
treaty be ratified, it will secure in future the liberation of al1 Central 
America from any kind of foreign aggression. 

At the time negotiations were opened with Nicaragua for the construc- 
tion of a canal through her territory 1 found Great Britain in possession 
of nearly half of Central America, as the ally and protector of the Mos- 
quito King. I t  has been my object in negotiating this treaty not only 
to secure the passage across the Isthmus to the Government and citizens 
of the United States by the construction of a greit highway dedicated to 
tlie use of al1 nations on equal terms, but €o maintain the independence 

- and sovereignty of al1 the - Central - AmedcanRepublics. TheSenate mil1 
judge how far these objects have been effected. 

l f  there be any who would desire to seize and annex any portion of 
- 



the territories of these weak sister republics to the American U n i o ~ ,  or 
to extend our dominion over them, 1 do not concur in their policy; and 
1 wish it to be uuderstood in refereuce to that subject tliat 1 adopt the 
views entertained, so far as 1 know, by al1 my predecessors. 

The principies by whicli 1 have been regulated in the negotiation of 
this treaty are in accordance with tlie sentiments well expressed by my 
immediate predecessor on the 10th of February, 1847, when he commu- 
nicated to the Senate the treaty with New Granada for the protection of 
the railroad at Panama. I t  is in accordance with the whole spirit of the 
resolutioii of the Senate of the 3d of March, 1835, referred to by Presi- 
derlt Polk, and with the policy adopted by President Jackson immedi- 
ately after the passage of that resolution, who dispatched an agetit to 
Central America and New Granada "to open negotiations with those 
Governments for tlie purpose of effectually protecting, by suitable treaty 
stipulations with them, such individuals or companies as might under- 
take to open a comrnunication betweeu the Atlantic and Pacific oceans 
by the construction of a ship canal across the isthmus which coiinects 
North and South America, and of securirig forever by such stipulations 
the free and equal right of navigating such canal to al1 such nations on 
the payment of such reasonable tolls as might be established to compen- 
sate the capitalists who should engage in such undertaking and complete 
the work. " . 
1 also communicate herewith a copy of the correspondence between tlie 

American Secretary of State and the British plenipotentiary at the time 
of concluding the treaty. Whatever honor may be due to tlie party first 
proposing such a treaty justly belongs to the United Staies. My prede- 
cessor, in his message of the 10th of February, 1847, referring to the 
treaty with New Granada for the protection of the Panama Railroad, 
observes tliat- 

Should the proposition thus tendered be rejected we may deprive the United S'ates 
of the just influence which its acceptance might sccure to them, and confer the glory 
and benefits of being the first among the nations in concluding such an arrangement 
upon the Government either of Great Britain or France. That either of these Gov- 
ernments would embrace the offer can not be doubted, because there does not appear 
to be any other effectnal means of secnring to al1 nations the advantages of this 
important passage but the guaranty of great commercial powers that the Isthmus 
shall be neutral territory. The interests of the world a t  stake are so important that 
the security o£ this passage between the two oeeans can not be suffered to depend 
upon the wars and revolutions which may arise among different nations. 

Should the Senate in its wisdom see fit to confirm this treaty, and tlie 
treaty heretofore submitted by me for their advice in regard to its ratifi- 
cation, negotíated with the State of Nicaragua on the 3d day of Septem- 

- 
ber last, it will be necessary to amend one or both of them, so that both 
treaGGs may stand iñc~nformi¡~ with-each othgr in tlieir spirit and inten- 
tion. The Senate will discover by examining them both that this is a 
task of no great difficulty. 
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1 have good reason to believe that Iikance and Russia stand ready to 
accede to this treaty, and that no other great maritime state will refuse 
its accession to an arrangement so well calculated to diffuse the blescings 
of peace, commerce, and civilization, aad so honorable to al1 nations 
which-may enter into the engagement. 

Z .  TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, May 6, ~850. 
To the Sezate of fhe United Sfates: 

1 transmit to the Senate, for its consideration with a view to ratifica- 
tion, a consular convention between the United States and the Republic 
of New Granada, signed in this city on the 4th of this month by the Sec- 
retary of State on the part of the United States, and by Señor Don Rafael 
Rivas, chargé d'affaires of New Granada, on the part of that Republic. 

2. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, May 7, r850. 
T o  fhe Nouse of Re@resentatives of the UniZeá States: 

1 herewith transmit to the House of Representatives copies of a corre- 
spondence between the Department of State and the British legation in 
this city, relative to the reciprocal admission of the natural products of 
the United States and Canada free of duty into the territories of both 
countries. I t  will be seen by the accompanying documents that the late 
Secretary of the Treasury recommended, in his correspondence with the 
Committee on Commerce in the House of Representatives, reciprocal free 
trade in the natural products of the United States and Canada; that in 
March and June, 1849, a correspondence was opened between the British 
chargé d'affaires then residing in Washington and the Secretarylof State 
upon the subject of a commercial convention or treaty to carry out the 
views of Her Majesty's Government in relation thereto, and that the prop- 
osition for such a convention or treaty was declined on the part of the 
American Government for reasons which are fully set forth in the note 
of the Secretary of State to Mr. Crampton of the 26th of June last. Dur- 
ing the negotiations connected with this correspondence, not considering 
the markets of Cariada as an equivalent for those of the United States, 1 
directed the Secretary of State to inquire what other benefits of trade and 
commerce would be yielded by the British authorities in connection with 
such a measure, and particularly whether the free navigatibn of the St. 
Lawrence would be conceded to us. That subject has accordingly been 
presented to the British Government, and the result was communicated by 
Her Majesty's miiiister in Washington on the 27th of March last in reply 
t o  note - from-thesecretary of State of thesóth of that msath. Frsm 
these papers it will be perceived that the navigation of the St. Lawrence 
and of the canals connecting it with the Western lakes wiU be opened - 



to the citizens of the United States in the event that the bill referred to 
in the corresponde~ice, providing for the adrnission of their natural prod- 
ucts, should become a law. The whole subject is now submitted to tlie r 

consideration of Congress, and especially whether the concession pro- 
posed by Great Britain is an equivalent for the reciprocity desired by her. 

2. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, Muy 8, r850. 
To the Senafe of fhe Unifed Stufes: 

Witli reference to the convention between the United States and Her 
Britannic Majesty relative to interoceanic comniunication by the way of 
Nicaragua, receritly submitted to tlie Senate, 1 trarisriiit a copy of a note, 
under date tlie 29th ultimo, addressed to the Secretary of State by Sir 
Henry L. Bulwer, Her Britannic Majesty's minister here, and of Mr. 
Clayton's reply, under date the 30th ultimo. Intelligence received from 
the cliargé d'affaires of the United States in Central America and from 
otlier quarters having led to an apprehension tliat Mr. Chatfield, Her 
Britannic Majesty's minister in that couritry, liad concluded a treaty with 
the Government of Costa Rica placing that State under the protection 
of the Britisli Government, 1 deemed it my duty to cause inquiries upon 
the subject to be addressed to Her Majesty's Government through Sir 
Henry L. Rulwer. The note of that functionary commnicates the an- 
swer to those inquiries, and may be deerned satisfactory, botli from the 
denial of the fact that any such treaty has been concluded aud from its 
positive disavowal ori behalf of tlie British Government of the policy 
intended to be subserved by such treaties. 2. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, Muy 18, r85o. 

T o  fhe Nouse of Re#resenfafives of the United Stafes: 

1 herewith transmit to the House of Representatives a repoi  of the 
Secretary of State, with accompanying papers,* in answer to its resolu- 
tion of the 28th of March last. 2. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, Muy 20, r850. 
To the Senafe o f the  United Stafes: 

1 transmit herewith reports from the Secretary of the Interior and 
Secretary of War, in reply to the resolution of the Senate of the 30th 
ultimo, callirig for information in relation to the hostilities and outrages 
committed during the past year by the Seminole Indians in Floriáa, the 

- - 
steps taken for  their remaval west of the Mississippi, the ares now -eecit--- 

pied by them, etc. 2. TAYLOR. 
*0mmmunic~tions fmm the United States consul at V i e n n r  . 
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WASHINGT~~ .  
T o  the Senafe of fhe UnZfed Sfafes: 
1 herewith transmit to the Senate reports of the severa1 heads of 

Departments, to whom were referred the resolutions of the Senate of the 
9th instant, "requesting the President of the United States to furnish 
to the Senate copies of al1 correspondence between any of the Executive , 

Departments and General Persifor F. Smith and Brigadier-General B. 
Riley, or either of them, relative to affairs in California, which had not 
been communicated to the Senate; and also al1 information existing in 
any of the Executive Departments respecting the transactions of the 
convention in California by which the project of a State government 
was prepared, and particularly a copy of the journals of said convention 
and of such of the ordinances adopted by it as may in any way have been 
communicated to any of the said Departments; and likewise to inform 
the Senate if the surrender of General Riley to the jurisdiction and civil 
authority of the government made by the aforesaid convention was by 
order of the Executive of the United States, and, if not, whether the 
proclamation of General Riley recognizing the said State government 
and submitting to its juircdiction has received the sanction of the Exec- 
utive; and also that he furnish to the Senate whatever intelligence may 
have been received in the execptive department respecting the condition 
of civil affairs in the Oregon Territory." a 

The reports, with the official correspondence accompanying them, it is 
believed, embrace al1 the information in the Departnients called for by 
the resolutions. 2. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, May 24,1850. 
T o  fhe Senafe of fhe Unifed Sfafes: 

In the month of January last 1 nominated Thomas Sewall to be con- 
su1 of the United states for the port of Santiago de Cuba, to which office 
he had been appointed by me during. the recess of the Senate. The 
Spanish Government having refused to recognize Mr. Sewall as consul 
for that port, 1 now withdraw that nomination and nominate William N. 
Adams to fill the vacancy thus occasioned. 2. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, May 29, 1850. 
T o  fhe Senafe of fhe Untfed Sfaies: 
1 transmit to the Senate a copy of a dispatch from the minister of the 

United States at bndon,  together with the memorial and other docu- 
-Ínents addressed to the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States by Count de Bronno Bron&i which-wompanied it, rela- 
&e to <n improv<d breerif silkwonns which he desires to have intro- 
duced into this country. 

- 2. TAYLOR. 



WASHINGTON, /une 3 ,  1850. 
T o  tke Sena fe of fhe United Stafes: 
1 transmit to the Senate herewith reports from the several heads uf 

Departments, which contain al1 the information in possession of the Exec- 
utive relative to the subject of the resolution of the 23d instant [ultimo]. 

No information has been received establishing the existence of any 
revolutionary movement iu the island of Cuba among the inhabitants 
of that island. The correspondence subxnitted discloses, however, the 
fact that repeated atternpts have been made urider the direction of for- 
eigners enjoying the hospitality of this country to get up armed expe- 
ditions in the Uriited States for the purpose of invading Cuba. I t  witl 
be seen by that correspondence that this Governmerit has been faithful in 
the discharge of its treaty obligations with Spain and in the execution 
of the acts of Congress wliich have for their object the maintenance in 
this regard of the peace and honor of this country. 

2. TAYLOR 

WASHINGTON, J m e  10, 1850. 
To fhe Senate of the United Stafes: 
1 submit he.rewith, iti reply to a resolution of the Senate of the 3d 

instant, calling for "copies of the instructions given and orders issued 
ir1 relation to the asseniblage of persons on Round Island, coast of Mis- 
sissippi, during the summer of 1849, and of the corresp8ndence between 
tlie President or heads of Departments and the governor of Mississippi 
arid the officers, naval or niilitary, of the United States in reference to 
the observation, investment, and dispersion of said asseniblage upon said 
island," a report froni tlie Secretary of the Navy and accompanying 
docurnents, whicli contain al1 the information on the subject not hereto- 
fore comrnunicated to the Senate. 2. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, june  13, ~ 8 ~ 0 .  
T o  the Hause of Re#yesentatives of the United Stafes: 

1 transmit to the House of Representatives a copy of a dispatch ad- 
dressed by the minister of the United States at Paris to the Secretary of 
State, with a translation of the documents which accompanied ít, rela- 
tive to the memorial of Pierre Piron, a citizen of the French Republic, 
who, it will be perceived, presents a just claim to pecuniary remunera- 
tion from this Government on account of services rendered to citizens of 
the United States. 

2. TAYLOR. 

1 have received a copy of the resolution of the Senate of the I ~ t h  June 
instant, requesting me "to inform the Senate whether any orders have 
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been issued to any military officer or officers at Santa Fe to hold posses- 
sion against the authority of Texas, or in any way to embarrass or pre- 
vent the exercise of her jurisdiction over that country, and to furnish the 
Senate with copies of any correspondence which may have taken place 
between the War Department and the military stationed at Santa Fe since 
the date of my last communication to the Senate on that subject." 

In reply to that resolution 1 state that no such orders have been given. 
1 herewith present to the Senate copiesof al1 the correcpondence referred 

to in the resolution. Al1 the other orders relating to the subject-matter 
of the resolution have been heretofore communicated to the Senate. 

1 have already, in a former message, referred to the fact that the bound- 
ary between Texas and New Mexico is disputed. 1 llave now to state 
that information has been recently received that a certain Robert S. 
Neighbors, styling himself commissioner of the State of Texas, has pro- 
ceeded to Santa Fe with a view of organizing counties in that district 
under the authority of Texas. While 1 have no power to decide the 
question of boundary, and no desire to interfere with it, as a question of 
title, 1 have to observe that the possession of the territory into which it 
appears-that Mr. Neighbors has thus gone was actually acquired by the 
United States from Mexico, and has since been held by the United States, 
and, in my opinion, ought so to remain until the questiou of boundary 
shall have been determined by Come competent authority. Meanwhile, 1 
think there is no reason for seriously apprehending thát Texas will prac- 
tically interfere with the possession of the United States. 

2. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, ]une 26,1850. 
To the House ofRe$vesenfatives of the United Sfates: 

1 herewith transmit a report of the Secretary of War, communicating 
the information, as far as it can be furnished, required by the resolution 
of the House of Representatives of the 17th instant, respecting the amount 
of money collected from customs in California from the conclusion of the 
war until the collector appointed under the act of March 3, 1849, entered 
upon his duties, the objects for which said money has been expended, 
and the authority under which the collections and disbursements were 
made. 2. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, June 27,1850. 
To the Senate of the United Sfafes: 

In compliance with the resolution of the Senate of the 3d instant, 
requestingg informationlri regars to theindemnity stipulated to be paid - 
by the Government of Peru to the Government of the ~ n i t e d  States pur- . 
suant to the modified convention of the 17th of March, 1841, 1 transmit 



a report fronl the Secretary of State and tlie documents by which it was 
accompanied. Tlie sutris paid by that Goverririierit under tlie conventiori 
arca rnentioned in thc letters of Messr-s. E. McCall & Cu., oi Litiia, wlio 
were appointed by my predecessor the agents to receive tlie installments 
as they might fa11 due. 

2. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, jub 1, 1850. 
To  ihe Nouse of Re@resentatiues of ¿he United Sta  fes; 

In reply to tlie resolution of the Hoiise of Represeritatives of tlie 17th 
ultimo, ir1 regard to tlie nuniber of vessels, guris, arid men constituting 
the African squadron, tlie annual expenses of tliat squadron, etc., 1 
submit herewith a report from the Secretary of tlie Navy, with accom- 
panying documeuts. 

Z. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, ]u& 1, 1850. 
- 

To  ¿he Sena fe of fhe Unz'ted States: 

1 herewith transmit a report from the Secretary of War, prepared in 
ariswer to a resolution of the Senate of the 27th ultiirio, requesting in- 
formation of the proceedings of the Executivc iri regard to tlie appoirit- 
rlietit of tlie officer riow coiiiniandirig- in New Mexico, tlie orders arid 
itistructions giveii to arici correspondeuce with him, and upon otlier sub- 
jects mentioned iu tlie resolution. 

2. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, ]U@ 2, 1850. 
To ¿he Senate of the United States: 

1 x 1  the month of Marcli last 1 nominated William McNeir to be a jus- 
tice of the peace in arid for tlie county of Washington, iii the District of 
Coluriibia, and oti the 24th day of June tlie Setiate advised arid consented 
to tlie rioiniriation. Sirice theri 1 have leariied from tlle late riiayor of 
tlie city of Washington, upoii whose recornmendation tlie nornination was 
made, that tlie person wliorii lie intended to recoriiriiend for that office 
was George McNeir, whorn 1 riow nominate to be a justice of tlie peace 
ir1 and for the county of Washington, in tlie District of Columbia. 

In  tlie rnonth of February last 1 norninated Benjarniri Riddells as con- 
su1 of tlie United states for Cliihuahua, and oti the 10th day of June last 
the Senate advised and consented to tliat rioniination. 1 have since 
learned that ths  persons recommending the appointment of Mr. Riddells 
by the przenomen of Benjamin intended to recommerid Bennet Riddells, 

mhmu 1 now no-minatefo be consul of th-United StateTfor Chihüahua - 
- - - 

in order to correct the mistake thus inadvertently made. 
- 2. TAYLOR. 

M P-VOL v-4 
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PROCLAMATIONS. 

To aZZ whom z't may concem: 
An exequatur having been granted to Señor Carlos de España, bear- 

ing date the 29th October, 1846, recognizing him as the consul of Her 
Catholic Majesty at the port of New Orleans and declaring him free to 
exercise and enjoy such functions, powers, and privileges as are allowed 
to the consuls of the most favored nations in the United States: 

These are now to declare that 1 do no longer recognize the said Carlos 
de España as consul of Her Catholic Majesty in any part of the United 
States, nor permit him to exercise and enjoy any of the functions, powers, 
or privileges allowed to the consuls of Spain; and 1 do hereby wholly 
revoke and annul the said exequatur heretofore given, and do declare 
the same to be absolutely null and void from this day forward. 

In testimony whereof 1 have caused these letters to be made patent and 
the sea1 of the United States of America to be hereunto affixed. 

[SEAL.] Given under my hand this 4th day of January, A. D. 1850, and 
of the Independence of the United States the seventy-fourth. 

By the President: . 2. TAYLOR. 

JOHN M. CLAYTON, Sewetary ofSfafe.  

BY THE PRESIDENT O F  THE UNITED STATES. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas by an act of the Congress of the United States of the 14th of 
August, 1848, entitled "An act to establish the Territorial government 
of Oregon," the President of the United States is authorized to establish 
such ports of delivery in the collection district created by that act, not 
exceeding two in number (one of which shall be located on Pugets 
Sonnd), as he may deem proper: 

Now, therefore, 1, Zachary Taylor, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby declare and proclaim the ports of Nesqually (on 
Pugets Sound) and Portland, in the collection &strict of Oregon, in the 
Territory of Oregon, to be constituted ports of delivery, with al1 the priv- 
ileges authorized by law to such ports. 

In witness whereof 1 have hereunto set my hand and caused the sea1 
of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington, this 10th day of January, 
A. D. 1850, and of the Independence of the United States the 

-- seve-nty-fo-h.- - - - Z.TAYLUR. -- -- 
By the President: 

J. M. CLAYTON, Secretary ofStafe. 
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DEATH OF PRESIDENT TAYLOR. 

ANNOUNCEMENT TO MR. FILLMORE. 

[Prom offiual recordr iri the State Departrnent.] 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

MILLARD RLLMORE, Washingfon, JuZy 9, 1850. 

Pres iáaf  of the Unifed States. 

SIR: The melancholy and most painful duty devolves on us to announce 
to you that Zachary Taylor, late President of the United States, is no 
more. He died at the President's mansion this evening at half-past 10 

o'clock. 
We have the honor to be, etc., 

JOHN M. CLAYTON, GEO. W. CRAWFORD, 
Secrefary of S fa fe .  Semefary of W a r .  

W. M. MERZDITH, WM. BALLARD PRESTON, 
Secrefary of fhe Treasury. Secrefary of fhe N a v y .  

T. EWING, J. COLLAMER, 
S e ~ e f a r y  of fhe Znferiov. Posfmasfer-General. 

[The announcement as published in the Daily National Intelligencer of 
July 11, 1850, contains also the signature of Reverdy Johnson, Attorney- 
General.] 

REPLY OF MR. FILLMORE. 

[Fmm o5cial records in the State Department.] 

WASHINGTON, ]U& p, 1850. 
To the Hons. JOHN M. CLAYTON, Secretary of State; W. M. MEREDITH, 

Secretary of the Treasury; T. BWING, Secretary of the Interior; 
GEO. W. CRAWFORD, Secretary of War; WM. BALLARD PRESTON, 
Secretary o£ the Navy; J. COLLAMER, Postmaster-General; REVERDY 
JOHNSON, Attorney-General. 

GENTLEMEN: 1 llave just received your note conveying the melancholy 
and painful intelligence of tlie decease of Zachary Taylor, late President 
of the United States. 1 have no language to express the emotions of my 
heart. The shock is so sudden and unexpected that 1 am overwhelmed 
with grief. 
1 shall avail myself o£ the earliest moment to communicate this sad - 

intelligence to Congress, and shall appoint a time and place for taking 
- - 

thF oath of office presciibed to the PirGsident of the Uiiitcd StatGs. You 
are requested to be present and witness the ceremony. 

1 am, gentlemen, etc., - MILLARD FILLMORE. 
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COMMUNICATION TO T H E  SENATE FROM MR. FILLMORE. 

[From Senate Journal. Thirty-first Congress, ñrst session. p. 443.1 

WASHINGTON, juIy ro, 1850. 
To the Senate of the United Statesr 

I 

Tn consequence of the lamented death of Zachary Taylor, late President 
of the United States, 1 shall no longer occupy the chair of the Senate, 
and 1 have thought that a formal communication to the Senate to that 
effect, through your Secretary, might enable you the more promptly to 
proceed to the choice of a presiding officer. 

MILLARD FILLMORE. 

ANNOUNCEMENT TO CONGRESS. 

[Fmm Senate Journal, Thirty-first Congress, first session, p. 443.1 

WASHINGTON, JuIy ro, 1850. 
FeZZow-Citizens of the Senate and Nouse of Rei5vesentafiues: 

I have to perform the melancholy duty of announcing to you that it 
has pleased Almighty God to remove from this life Zachary Taylor, late 
President of the United States. He deceased last evening at the hour of 
half-past 10 o'clock, in the midst of his family and sursounded by affec- 
tionate friends, calmly and in the full possession of al1 his faculties. 
Among his last words were these, which he uttered with emphatic dis- 
tinctness: 

1 have always done my duty. 1 am ready to die. My only regret is for the friends 
1 leave behind me. 

Having announced to you, fellow-citizens, this most afflicting bereave- 
ment, and assuring you that it has penetrated no heart with deeper grief 
than mine, it remains for me to say that I propose this day at 12 o'clock, 
in the Hall of the House of Representatives, in the presence of both 
Houses of Congress, to take the oath prescribed by the Constitution, to 
enable me to enter on the execution of the office which this event has 
devolved on me. MILLARD FILLMORE. 

ANNOUNCEMENT TO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES 
ABROAD. 

[Fmm offidal records in the State Department] 

SIR: I t  has become my most painful duty to announce to you the 
decease of Zachary Taylor, late President of the United States. 



This afflicting event took place on the 9th ir~staiit at the Executive 
Mansion in this city, nt tliirty minutes after 10 o'clock in the evening. 

1 am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN M. CLAYTON. 

ANNOUNCEMENT TO REPRESENTATIVES OF I'OREIGN GOVERN- 
MENTS IN THE UNITED STATES. 

[From official records in the State Department.] 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, Washington, Ju& ro, r85o. 

SIR: It is lny great misfortune to be obliged to ixiform you of an event 
not less afflicting to the people of the United States than distressing to 
niy own feelings and the feelings of al1 those connected with the Gov- 
ernment. 

The President, Zachary Taylor, departed this life yesterday at half-past 
~q o'clock in the evening. 

You are respectfully invited to attend the funeral ceremoiiies, which 
will take place ori Saturday next, and with the particular arrangements 
for which you will be made acquainted in due tinie. 

Not doubting your sympathy and condolence with the Government and 
people of the country on this bereavement, 1 have thE honor to be, sir, 
with high consideration, y o u  obedient servant, 

JOHN M. CLAYTON. 

ANNOUNCEMENT TO THl? AKMY. 

[From official records in the War Departmerrt.] 

WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Washington, J u b  rr, 1850. 

1. The following order of the President of the Uriited States announces 
to the Army the lamerited death of the illustrious General Zachary Tay- 
lor, late President of the United States: 

The President of the United States with profoiirid sorrow announces to 
the Army, the Navy, and Marine Corps the death of Zacliary Taylor, late 
President of the United States. He died at the Executive Mansion on 
the night of the 9th instant at half-past 10-o'clock. 

- -His last public-a$pearancS was iii pZrticipZting m the ceremonhs of our - - 

national anniversary at the base of the monument now rearing to the 
memory of Washington. His last official act was to afñx his signature 
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to the convention recently concluded between the United States and Great 
Britain. 

The vigor of a constitution strong by nature and confirmed by active 
and temperate habits had in later years become impaired by the arduous - 
toils and exposures of his military life. - 

Solely engrossed in maintaining the honor and advancing the glory 
of his country, in a career of forty years in the Army of the United 
States he rendered himself signal and illustrious. An unbroken current 
o€ success and victory, terminated by an achievement unsurpassed in 
our annals, left nothing to be accomplished for his military fame. 

His conduct and courage gave him this career of unexampled fortune, 
and with the crowning virtues of moderation and humanity under al1 cir- 
cumstances, and especially in the moment of victory, revealed to his 
countrymen those great and good qualities which induced them unso- 
licited to cal1 him from his high military command to the highest civil 
office of honor and trust in the Republic; not that he desired to be first, 
but that he was felt to be worthiest. 

The simplicity of his character, the singleness of his purpose, the ele- 
vation and patriotism of his principies, his moral courage, his justice, 
magnanimity and benevolence, his wisdom, moderation, and power of 
command, while they have endeared him to the heart of the nation, add 
to the deep sense of the national calamity in the loss of a Chief Magis- 
trate whom death itself could not appall in the consciou%ness of " having 
always done his duty. " ' . The officers of the Army, of the Navy, and Marine Corps will, as a 
manifestation of their respect for the exalted character and eminent pub- 
lic services o€ the illustrious dead, and of their sense of the calamity the 
country has sustained by this afflicting dispensation of Providence, wear 
crape on the left arm and upon the hilt of the sword for six months. 

I t  is further directed that funeral honors be paid at each of the milí- 
tary posts according to general regulations, and at navy-yards and on 
board al1 public vessels in commission, by firing thirty minute guns, com- 
mencing at meridian, on the day after the receipt of this order, and by 
wearing their flags at half-mast. 

By order of the President: GEORGE W. CRAWFORD, 
Secretary of War. 

11. The day after the receipt of this general order at each military post 
the troops will be paraded at 10 o'clock a. m. and the order read to them, 
after which al1 labors for the day will cease. 

The national flag will be displayed at half-staff. 
- 

At da- of day thirteen guns will be fired, and afterwards at intervals 

- - of thirty minutes between &e risingand setting sun a single gundnd at - 
the close of the day a national salute of thirty guns. 

The officers of the Army will wear the badge of mourning on the left 



arm and on their swords and the colors of thc several regiments will be 
put in rriourning for the period of six mouths. 

By ordcr: R. JONES, 
Adjutan f-General. 

[The Secretary of the Navy made the same announcement to the Navy 
as that portion of the above signed by the Secretary of War.] 

ORDER OF THE PRESIDENT. 

[Fmm the Daily National Intelligeticer, July 12. 1850.1 

WASHINGTON, July ro, r850 

In consequence of the death of the President of the United States, 
1 direct that the severa1 Executive Departments be closed until after 
tlie funeral of the illustrious deceased, and that they, as well as the Exec- 
iitive Mansion, be placed in mourning, aud that the severa1 officers of the 
Government wear the usual badge of mourning for the term of six 
months. MILLARD FILLMORE. 

ACTION OF CONGRESS. 

[From Senate Journal, Thirty-first Congress, first session, p. 445.1 

RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE. 

Whereas it has pleased Divine I'rovidence to remove from this life 
Zachary Tayldr, late President of tlie United States, the Senate, sharitig 
in the general sorrow whicli this melancholy everit r~iust produce, is desir- 
ous of manifesting its sensibility on this occasion: Therefore 

ResoZved, Tliat a coniinittee consisting of Messrs. Webster, Cass, and 
King be appointed oii the part of the Senate to tneet such committee as 
may be appointed ori the part of the Hoiise of Representatives to cotl- 
sider and report whnt Ineasures it may be deemed proper to adopt to show 
the respect and affection of Congress for the memory of the ilfüstrious 
deceased and to rilake the necessary arrangements for his funeral. 

[From IIouse Journal, Thirty-first Congress. first session. p. x r z l . ]  

RESOLtITlON O P  TIlE HOUSE OP  ̂REPRIISl?NTATIVES. 

Whereas it has pleased Divine Providence to remove from this life 
Zachary Taylor, late President of the United States, the House of Rep- 
resentatives, sharing in tlie general sorrow which this melancholy everit 
must produce, is desirous of manifestiiig its sensibility on the occasion: 
Therefore 

-- Resolved, That a committee consisting of thirteen members be appointed 
on thegirtof this H-ouse t6 meersuch committG as may be app-nted o- 
part of the Senate to consider and report what measiires it may be deemed 
proper to adopt in order to show the respect and affection of Congress for 
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the memory of the illustrious deceased and to make the necessary arrange- 
ments for his funerhl. 

[The comrnittee consisted of Messrc. Conrad, of Louisiana; McDowell, 
of Virginia; Winthrop, of Massachusetts; Bissell, of Illinois; Duer, of New 
York; Orr, of South Carolina; Breck, of ~en tucky ;  Strong, of Pennsyl- 
vania; Vinton, of Ohio; Cabell, of Florida; Kerr, of Maryland; Stanly, of 
North Carolina; Littlefield, of Maine.] 

OFFICIAL ARRANGEMENTS POR THE FUNERAL. 
[Prom the Daily National Intelligencer, July r3, 1850.1 

The Committee 3f Arrangements of the two Houses of Congress, hav- 
ing consulted 1 the family of the deceased, have concluded that the 
funeral of the latc President be solemnized on Saturday, the 13th of July, 
at 12 o'clock; the religious services to be performed by the Rev. Dr. 
Pyne at the Executive Mansion, according to the usage of the Episcopal 
Church, in which church the deceased most usually worshiped; the body 
to be afterwards taken from the President's house to the Congress Bury- 
ing Ground, accompanied by a military escort and civic procession, and 
deposited in the receiviug tomb. 

The military arrangements to be under the direction of Major-General 
Scott, the General Commanding in Chief of the Army orthe United States, 
and Major-General Walter Jones, of the militia of the District of Columbia. 

Commodore Warrington, the senior naval officer uow in the city, to 
bave the direction of the naval arrangements. 

The marshal of the District of Columbia to have the direction of the 
civic procession. 

Al1 the members of the diplomatic corps, al1 officers of Government, 
the clergy of the District and elsewhere, al1 associations and fraternities, 
and citizens generally are invited to attend. 

And it is respectfully recommended to the officers of the Government 
that they wear the usual badge of mourning. 

ORD&R OP THE PROCECSION. 

F U N E R A t  ESCORT. 

(In column of march.) 
Composed of such corps of the Army and the militia as may be ordered or as may 

report themselves for duty on the occasion. 

CIVIC PROCESSION. 

The United States marshal of the District of Columbia and his aids. 
The mayors of Washington and Georgetown. - 

The Committee of Arrangements of the two Houses of Congress. 
The chaplains of4k&we&buses of Congress and Hreo6ckting dergyñtan of - 

the occasion. 
Attending physicians to the late President. - 
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PaZZ6earers.-Hon. Henry Clay, Hon. T. 1%. Renton, Hon. Lewis CaS, Hon. Daniel 
Wehster, Hori. J. M. Berrien, Hon. Truman Smith, Non. R. C.  Winthrop, Hon. 
Linn Boyd, Hoti. Jarries McDowell, Hori. S. F. Vinton, Hon. Hngh White, 
EIon. Isaac E. EIolnies, G. W. P. Custis, esq., 11011. R. J. Walker, Chief Justice 
Cranch, Joseph Gales, esq., Major-General Jesup, Major-General Gibson, Com- 
modore Ballard, Brigadier-General IIenderson. 

The horse used by General Taylor in the late war. 
Family and relatives o€ the late President. 

The l'resident o€ the United Statcs and the heads of Departments. 
The Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate. 

The Scnate of tlie United Statcs, preceded by the Presidentjro temjore 
and Secretary. 

Tlie Sergearit-at-Arms of the Houce of Representatives. 
Tlie House <if Repr sentatives, preceded by their Speaker and Clerk. 

The Chief Justice arid associate justices of thc Supreme Court of the United States 
and its officers. 

The diplomatic corps. 
Governors of States arid Territories. 

Ex-menibers o€ Congress. 
Members of State legislatures. 

District judges o€ the United States. 
Jiidges of the circuit and criminal courts of tlie District of Columbia, with the 

inrmbers of the bar and officcrs of the courts. 
The judges of tlie several States. 

Tlie Comptroller of tlie Treasury, Auditors, Treasurer, Register, Solicitar, and Coni- 
rriissioncrs of Land Office, Pensions, Indian Affairs, Patents, and Public Buildings. 

The clerks, etc., of tlie several Departmetits, preceded by their iespective chief clerks, 
ancl al1 other civil ufficers of the Government. 

Clergy o€ tlie District o€ Columbia and elsewhere. 
Officers arid soldiers o€ the Revolution. 
Corporate authorities of Washington. 
Corporate authorities of Georgetown. 

Officers and soldiers who served in the War of 1812 and in the late war. 
Fresiderits, professors, and studerits o€ thc colleges of the District of Columbia. 

Sudi societics arid fraternities as may wish to join the procession, to report to the 
marshal of the District, who will assigri them their respective positions. 

Citizens and st-gers. 

The procession will move from the President's house at I o'clock pre- 
cisely, or ou tlie conclusion of the religious cervices. 

DANIEL WEBSTER, 
Chai rman of thc Committee on thepart of the Senafe. 

CHAS. M. CONRAD, 
Chairman of the Committce un the $art of the Nouse of Reflresentatives. 

[From official records in tlie War Department.] 

GENERAL ORDERS, NO. 22. 

- - WAR DEPARTMBNT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE, - - - - 
WaG55@Gnn, ~ u l y  rr, 1850. - - - 

The joint committees of the Congress o£ the United States having 
designated the General in Chief, Major-General Scott, to take charge 
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of the military arrangements for the funeral ceremonies of the late Presi- 
dent of the United States, the Secretary of War directs that the Com- 
manding General of the Army give the necessary orders and instructions 
accordingly. The military arrangements will conform to the directions 
found in the reports ofthe special committees of the Senate and House 
of Representatives. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 
R. JONES, Adjutanf-Geneval. 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
AD JUTANT- GENERAL'S OFFICE, 

Washington, Ju& ra, 1850. 

The Major-General Commanding the Army of the United States, hav- 
ing been charged by the joint committees of Congress with the military 
preparations for the funeral honors to be paid to the illustrious states- 
man, soldier, and citizen, Zachary Taylor, late President of the United 
States, dirests the following order of arrangement: - - 

ORDBR OF THE MILITARY PROCESSION. 

FUNERAI, ESCORT. 
* 

(In column of march.) 
Znfanz!?y.-Maryld volunteers; volunteer troops from other States; battalion of 

volunteers from the District of Columbia. 
Fin.ng party (to be commanded by an officer of the Army).-Two companies of 

volunteers from Washington; two companies of volunteers from Baltimore; bat- 
talion of United States marines; battalion of United States artillery, as infantry; 
troop of United States light artillery. 

Dismounted officers of volunteers, Marine Corps, Navy, and Army, in the order named. 
Mounted officers of volunteers, Marine Corps, Navy, and Army, in the order named. 

Major-General Walter Jones, commanding the militia; aids-de-camp. 
Major-General Wiufield Scott, commanding the Army; aids-de-camp. 

- 

The troops will be formed in line in the Avenue, north of the Presi- 
dent's mansion, precisely at I I o'clock a. m., Saturday, the 13th instant, 
with the right (Brevet Major Sedgwick's troop of light artillery) resting 
opposite the War Department. - 

The procession will move at I o'clock p. m., when minute guns will be 
fired by detachments of artillery stationed near St. John's church, the 
City Hall, and the Capitol, respectively. 

On arriving on the north front of the Congressional Burial Ground 
the escort will be formed in two lines, the first consisting of the firing 
party, facing the cemetery and 30 paces from it; the second composed of 

- - the rest of the infantry, 2 0  paces in rear; the - battery of artillery to take -- 
position on the rising ground~óopaces Z rear of the second liñe. 

At sunrise to-morrow (the 13th instant) a Federal salute will be fired 
- 



from the military stations in the vicinity of Washington, minute guns 
between the hours of I and 3, and a national salute at the setting of 
the sun. 

The usual badge of mourning will be worn on the lef+ arm and on the 
hilt of the sword. 

The Adjutant-General of the Army is charged with the details of the 
military arrangements of the day, aided by the Assistant Adjutants-Gen- 
eral ori duty a t  Washington, by Brevet Geutenant-Colonel Swords, of the 
staff, and Liciitenant W. T. Sherman, Third Artillery. 

The United States marcha1 of tlie District of Columbia having been 
cliarged witli the direction of the civic procession, the military will co- 
operate in the general order of arrangements. 

By command of Major-General Scott: 
R. JONES, 

Adjutant- General. 

[From the Daily National Intelligencer, July 12. 1850.1 

The major-general, zealous to execute the honorable commission in 
which the joint committees of Congress have associated him with the 
General in Chief of the Army, deems it proper and conducive to the end 
in view to make the best preparation ir1 his power for carrying into effect 
the field arrangements of the military movernents in the processiori of tlie 
funeral of the late President, arrangements wliich must necescarily await 
the arrival of tlie General in Chief. Por that purpose he thinks it expe- 
dient to appoint a general rendezvous where al1 the corps and conipatiies 
of militia, includitlg al1 who niay march from aiiy of the States witli those 
o£ this District, may assemble a t  an early hour i t i  the morning of Satur- 
day, tlie 13th iristarit, and there receive final orders for being formed and 
posted. They are therefore requesteci to take tiotice that sucli rendezvous 
is in front of the City HalE The corps and companies from the States 
are requested to repair to this general rendezvous immediately on arrival; 
those of the District not later than 9 o'clock a. m. The commandarits 
of corps and companies are expected to report, immediately on arriving 
a t  the rendezvous, to the major-general or such staff officer as may be 
detailed for the purpose, the strength of their respective commands. 

Al1 officers not on duty in their respective corps or companies are 
requested to appear in full uniform and mounted. The post intended 
for them is in the personal suite of the General iu Chief. The major- 
general knows of no more honorable or more interesting post that he 

- 

could assign them in time of peace than that of following the lead of the 
- renowned Scott in t h q r o c e u  funeral of the renowneci!Ikylor- - - 

WALTER JONES, 
Major-General MiZifia Disfnkf of Columbia. - 
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RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE BY CONGRESS. 
[From original in the State Department.] 

A RESOLUTION expressing the condolence of Congress for Mrs. Margaret S. Taylor. 

Resolved &the Senafe and House of Re-resenfatives of the Unifed Stafes 
of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the United States 
be requested to transmit a copy of the proceedings of the two Houses on 
the 10th instant in relation to the death of the late President of the United 
States to Mrs. Margaret S. Taylor, and to assure her of the profound re- 
spect of the two Houses of Congress for her person and character and of 
their sincere condolence on the late aact ing  dispensation of Providence. 




