
Prefatory Note 

The first voliime of this coinpilation uras given to Congress and the 

public abotit Rlay 1, 1896. 1 believe 1 ani marranted in saying here 

that it rnet with riiiicli favor by al1 who examitied it. The press uf tlie 

coiintry was uiisparing - iii its praise. Congress, by a resolution passed on 
thc 22d day of May, ordered the printirig of 15,000 additional copies 

of thc eutire publication. 

1 have inserted itl this volume a steel engraving of the Treasury build- 

ing; the siicceeding volumes will coiitaiti engravings of other iriiportaut 
public buildings. 

The resolution aiithorizing this work required thc publicatiou of the 

anriunl, special, aild veto rnessages, inaugural addresses, arid proclama- 
tioils of tlie Presidrxits. 1 have foutid iri additiou to these documents 

others which enianated from tlie Chief Magistrates, called Executive 

orders; tliey are iti the nature o£ proclarnations, and have like force 

atid effect. 1 have therefore iucluded in this, and will include in the 
succeediiig volumes, al1 sucll Executive orders as  xriay appcar to have 

natioiial irnportaiicc or to possess more tlian ordinary iilterest. 

I f  this voliinie nieets the sanie degree of favor as the first, 1 shall be 

greatly gratified. 
JAMFS D. RICHARDSON. 

IULY 4, 1Yq6. 
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