
"Conquest" oiicc refcrred to tlic historical events descrilicd 11). Prescott, 
events thzit wcre in large part iiiilitary aiid confined to tlic period 1519.21. 
I t  is true that Prescott, like otlicrs, dippcd irito tlie Aztcc past at tlic 
beginiiing and sketclicd thc subseqiient carccr of Cortés at tlie end. But 
ncitlier Prcscott nor otliers saiv tliis Iicgiiiiiing and end as accomplisliing 
more tlian tlie souiidiiig out of a narrative. Tliey a-erc iiecessary in a 
foriiial sciise ior tlie readcr's iinderstaiiding, bot tlicy were tlie parts about 
~rliicli Prescott Iiiiiiself had tlie inost serioiis doiibts, and tliey fell outside 
tlic self-coritaincd draiiiatic entity. 1 agree ivitli wliat Professor Plielan 
sa!.s coiicerning tlie roniaiitic cliaracter of tlie soiirces, fur tliey are 01)- 
viously ricli in tlic elenxents of rciiiianticisni, aixd equally olxioiisly it \vas 
essciitially tlicsc eleincnts tliat iiispired Prcscott. 

Considcr ~1?11at a change Iias come over thc tcriii "c:oiiqiiest". Tlie changc 
Legan in tlic Spanisli ivoild in tlie 16th criitury, iii tlie arca of mural- 
judici;il tliouglit, and its rapid developiiient resultccl in aii official discre- 
ditation ~vliile tlic lesser conquests xere still in progress. Proliibition of 
tlie teriii, and tlie substitiition of eiiplicniisrns, iiiade iip oiie pliasc of thc 
16th centiiry revisiun, aiid tliey suggcst tlic dcgree tu n.liicli a scnsitivc 
cstatc souglit tu interprct itself in tlie lcast contro~crsial liglit. "Pacifica- 
tion", a bland word coiiipared witli "coiiquest", put tlic cii~pliasis on 
anotlier aspcct, one incideiitally tliat Iicld Yery little intcrest for Prescott. 
T o  m? knowledge tlie first extcnsion of tlie conquest conccpt in a nea. 
direction occurred witli thc pliase "spiritual coiiquest", according to wliicli 
tlie ~nilitary was subordinated to tlie rcligious, and tlie iiiissioiiarics 
appcared as iiietapliurical soldiers engagcd iii Cliristian caiiipaigiis. Mnch 
more could be said about tlic iises of tliesc tcriiis in tlic 16th 2nd 17th 
centuries, for tliey continued a verbal intcrplay of religioii aiid niilit~rism 
tliat is as old as Christianity itself, and tlicy Iiave rclcvance botli to tlie 
"real" character of Spaiiisli inipcriiilism aiid to  tlic ver' complex problem 
of its justificatioii. 

Professor Phclaii's papcr, in its iii:iin sulidiiisions, carries tlie pioccss of 
coiiquest cxpansion farther tliaii 1 Iiaw sceii it carried bcfore, and it is to 
tliis featiire tliat iny comiiientary \vil1 bc partly directed. Variants of 
conquest make up tlic siiccessive themes. Dcniograpliic conqiicst, conquest 
of tlic conqucrors, conquest of tlie vanquishcd, ideological conquest, pliilo. 
sophical conqucst, spiritual coiiquest, hureaiicratic coiiquest, "societal" 
conquest, cconoinic conquest, and arcliitcctural coiiquest are put don-ii 
hcrc for us to ~>uiidcr. Old-fasliioncd iiiilitar) coiiqucst, iiicidentall!, is still 
prcscnt, biit it is diffused aiiiuiig otlier c:itcgorics, aiid tliis fits I)utli ivitli 
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tlic siibjecti\.c toiic o£ tlie papcr, to n-liicli l'rofessor I'lielaii rcfcrs niid 
\vliicli is oiie of its inaior strcnetlis. aiicl ivitli tlie eencral trciid of iiiodern " .  u 

Iiistorical writing. 
Tlie clciiiograpliic conqiiest is iiiiportaiit, but to iiiy iiiiiid it laks tlic 

ahsoliitely cciitral position to \vliich l'rofessor Pliclaii assigiis ¡t. I t  is a 
"coiiquest", 1 supposc, in tlie seiise that a doiiiinaiit peoplc delil>crately 
as well as iii~oluntarily becaine tlie cffectivc "cause" of a sliarp populatioii 
decline, and in tliis sciisc it represents perliaps as legitimatc a iisc of tlie 
terrn "conqucst" as does any of the otliers. A mctliodological conquest, 
in tlie application of qiiantitative tecliniques, inay also bc iinplied. But it is 
\vortli questioning, if only to provoke tlie discussioii tliat \ve al1 value, 
wvlietlicr or not iii fact tlie central issue of early Mexican colonial Iiistory 
is dciiiograpliic. Onc iiiigl~t suspect so froiii Ilie iiitciisity of recent coiitro- 
versy. But substantivc controversy, in tliis ~iiatter, Iias been liiiiited to a 
siiiall nuinbcr of historians, tlie inajority secmingly being willing to a~vait 
consensus. 1Vitli regard to nunil>ers, iiiy syiiipatliies are wheie l'rofessor 
Pliclaii's are, aiid wliere he says tliey are. Biit an interesting featiire of tlie 
iieiv deinograpliic conclusions is tliat tlicy can bc accommodated witliin 
caisting understandiiigs of tlic Iiistory, a large part of wliicli remains 
wlictlier tlic popiilatioii \vas large or small. 1s popiilation iiiore "central" 
tlian conqucst itself? This is perl>aps a question ivithout sigiiificance. 

"Conqucst" cliaiigcs its ineaning when oiie speaks of botli tlic conquest 
of qiic conqiierors aiid tlic conqiiest of tlie vanquished. With respect to 
our knowledge of tlie Indian, l'rofessor Pliclan is siirely riglit tliat iiiucli 
recent researcli lies oiitside tlie limits o£ a paper oii tlic 16tIi and 17th 
ceiitiiries. 13ut iiiucli docs iiot, aiid m? oazn inclination n.oiild be to incliidc 
tlie important codical anrl inanuscript iiiterp:ctations of recent years \vitIi 
refercncc to post-conqiiest 16th century life by Carrasca, Dibble, Galarza, 
Leandcr, and others. So~nc iiiiprcssivc gains Iiave liceri made in tliis area, 
and tlie best scliolars arc rneticulous workers dcscriiiig our recognition. Tliep 
rarely write n,liole books or presciit bold coiiiprehciisive tlicories, biit 1 
wonder if tlic bold tlieories may iiot be receiviiig, in tliis paper, an attention 
tliat displaces soiiic lcss "brilliant" but cqiially siibstantial contributions. 
For tlie record, as a coriiiiiciitator, 1 shoiild like to add, in various areas 
of "conquest", narnes such as Jiménez Moreiio, Roinero de Terreros, Muriel, 
De la Torre, Bcrtlic, Malagóii, López (le Meneses, Zaiiibrand, Durand. 
Forest, De la Torre Villar, Millares Carlo, aiid Biirrus. Clearly iicitlicr tlie 
inaiii paper iior tlie coiiiiiient can mentioii evcry worker iii tlie vineyard, 
and it inay be cspected tliat tlie disciissiori will yield furtlicr relevant 
naiiies. But 1 iiiention tlicsc as csaiiiplcs of persons whose work 1 admire 
aiid tliink iiiiportant. 

"S~iritiial". "societal", "cconomic". aiid "architectural" are terins tliat 
fit tic tiaditioiial sense o£ conyuest I>etter tliaii do "ideological" and 
"pliilosophical", I>ecause tliey rcfcr, a t  least in part, to fnrtlicr extensions 
of tlie doniinatioii of Spaniards «ver Indians. Ideological and pliilosopliical 
conquests bear ratlier upoii tlic Iiistoricits interprctation identified near 
tlie end of Professor Plielan's paper. \Vitli respect to ideological con. 
quest, tlic iiicaning is not tliat Spaniards coiiquered Indians ideologically, 
as tliey did "spiritually" in tlie spiritual coiiqucst. I t  is rather tliat subject 
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of ideological conquest embraces the clash of Spanish ideas that the real 
conqucst cngendered. The eqiiiraleiit comment conceming "pliilosophical 
conquest" cannot however be supported, for "pliilosophical conquest" 
relates to probleins of discovery, not of conquest, and my impression is 
that tbe coiiquest tlieme break down at tliis point. Witli respect to "ar- 
cliitectural", the term appears narrow wlien we coiisider that other arts 
u-ere also involved. 

1,eaving tlic crccllent material of the furtlicr sublieadings for discussion, 
1 conclude nith an effort to point tlic discussion in a particular direction. 
Bct\i:ecn the laige syntlicsis aiid tlie detailed study, betwccn Iiistoricism 
and quantification, it is of coursc true that tlie paper urges furthcr work 
in al1 areas, and this is as it sliould be. But oiy oa-n feel for tlie papcr's 
eiiipliasis is that historicism and spthesis receive a certain preferente. 
Tlie iiiipression seems supportcd by the cominents on Iglesia, Soustelle, 
Clicvalier, and others, and by tlie stateiiient that ~vliat our study of the 
bureaucracy principally necds is "a powerful injection of new tlieoretical 
constructs". I t  is perliaps relevant that oiic may understand Chevalicr's 
~iiajor work not as "Gallic s!nthesis" but as a far-reacliing scholarly inquiry 
into the subject of Latifundia during a defined period. 1 do not see so 
clearly as Professor Plielan does the "stimulating theoretical constructs" 
provided by Frcncli-or any otlier-liistorians io tliese studics. In any 
case, if this interpretation of tlie paper's einpliasis is correct, 1 aould rejoin 
with the opposite cinpliasis. My own sense of progress to datc in Mcxican 
Iiistory and of expectable progrcss iii tlie future, is tliat theory still suffers 
from want of cvidence, and that in improviiig our present position n e  
sliould stress and bring to liglit tlie neglcctecl data of our abuodant archives. 

11. C O ~ I ~ I E N T A R Y  ON "IIISTORIOGRAF~A NOVOHISPANA" 

The seminar of Ramón Iglesia, which resulted in tlic publication Estudios 
de historiografía de la Nueva España in 1945, focussed its attentioo on 
post-conquest historians of conquest. Its members, preslimably under 
instructions, were seeking dcfects in the conquest literature of ihe mid- 
sixteenth centuq and after, and with considerable entliusiasm and self- 
assurance they foiind wliat tliey souglit. These later colonial interpreters 
of conquest wcre sliown to hare been slipsliod and biased plagiarists, whose 
contributions to inforination on the conquest co~ild be understood as 
limited a t  best. 

Jorge Manrique's perceptive paper classifies the Iglesia studies as scicn- 
tific, positivist Iiistory, and rightfully so. Partly in tlieir defense 1 tliink 
it wortli mentioning that tlie semioar rnembers deliberately escheaed the 
pcrspective tliat Manrique adopts and develops, that their acknoaledged 
concern was with the writers as historians of conquest, not as interpreters 
of their own time. Cervantes de Salazar, for example, appears wliolly 
dcrivative in those portions of his work that deal witli conquest, and it 
u-as precisely-and 1 shall add almost e x c l u s i v c l ~ t o  tliese portions that 
Diaz-Tliome, in tlie interests of the seniinar, dirccted his attentioii. The 



students, in some instantes, gleefully overstated their case. But witliin 
tlie limits set for tliem, their conclusions were more aeeurate than not. 

If we locate the principal value of a piece of historical writing in the 
circuinstance that it inforiiis us of tlie historian's own time, the effect 
is to bring liistorical writing into conformity with al1 other writing, indeed 
al1 other expressions, of tlie period. It is to bring to liglit attributes of tlie 
work that the writer hiniself iiiay only Iialf-consciously Iiave intended. I t  
is to identify in historical writing the themes, ideas, feelings, and other 
qualities of the age that tlie positivist historian seeks to demote but tbat 
no writer can prevent himself froni refleeting. Sooner or later, historians do 
seem to be interpreted in this way-as when the writings of Tliucydides 
are connected ivitli tlie developmcnt of Greek objective science, or wlien 
over a period the historical attitudes toward Caesar or toward Napoleon 
are denionstrated to llave inatelied exactly the periods in which they 
appcared. Manrique's important achieverneiit is to fit tlie post-conq~iest 
Mexiean historians in tlieir intellectual age, and he  performs his task so 
skilfully that we are obliged to revise our understanding not only of the 
liistorians hut of tlie age as well, seeing its tensions in a new perspective. 
Thc age cast light on the historians, and the historians in turn cast light 
on tlie agc. By rejecting the misapplied positivist criteria, by turning the 
"dcfccts" into iisable qualities (p. 106), this paper raises us to a new leve1 
of understanding. 

A commentator too is expected to make a contribution, and a commen- 
tator's natural reaction, wlien a subject is moved wholesale from the atea 
o£ old Wissenscliaft to the area of new Geisteswissenscliaft, miglit he that 
the writer has gone too far, that he has protested too mueh. The  cliarge 
would be diffieult to sustain in the case of tlie present paper, distinguished 
as it is by an unusual equanimity of judgment. I t  migbt yet be added that 
even from a positivist point of view tlie writers examined in the Iglesia 
seiiiinar-1 think especially of Muñoz Camargo, Cewantes de Salazar, 
Durán, and Dorantes de Carranza-are informative sources for tlie post- 
conquest sixteeiitli century. In those portions of tlieir works that deal 
with events from 1525 on, they are less vulnerable to the standard positivist 
accusations, and if one reads a little hetween the lines it becomes evident 
that the students of tlie Iglesia seminar understood tliis very well. For this 
period the historians became eye-witnesses, and they did not copy froin 
one anotlier, or from tliird parties, at least to the same degree. For this 
period they meet far more successfully the "classic criteria of scientific 
and positivist Iiistory" (p. 105). T o  the rehabilitation of their reputation 
that Manrique bases on non-positivist values miglit then he added a rehabi- 
litation in old-fasliioned scientifie terms. To  a person like myself, wlio 
has sought to colleet simple data on tlie extemal events, the overt history 
of happening, in the post-conquest sixteenth century, these writings are 
informative sources, and they are informative for their explieit content 
quite apart from their nostalgia, their millenarianism, and the otlier 
qualities that this paper so eonvincingly exposes. 
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