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William Henry Harrison
WILZIAMHBNRYHARRISON,
third and youngest son of Benjamin
Harrison, one of the sigriers of the Declaration of Independence, was
b o n ~a t Berkeley, Charles City County, Va., February 9, 1773. %-as
educated a t Hainpden Siduey College, Virginia, and began the study of
medicine, but before he had finished it accounts of Indían oiitrages on
the western froritier led him to enter t h e Army, and h e was coiilmissioned a n ensigu in t h e First Infantry on August 16, I 791; joined his
regiment at Fort Washington, Ohio. Was appointed lieutenant Jiiiie 2,
1792, ancl afterwards joined the Army iinder General Aiithoriy Wayne,
arid was inade aid-de-camp to the commanding officer. For his services
in the expedition, in December, 1793, t h a e F o r t Recovery he was
thanked by name in general orders. P a r t i z a t e d in the engagements
with the Indians that began on June 30, 1794, and was complimented by
General Wayne for gallantry iri the victory ori the Miami on August 20.
On May A S , 1797, was made captain and given the command of Fort
Washington. While there he married Anna, daughter of John Cleves
Symmes. Resigned his commission on June 1, r 7 9 8 , peace having been
made with the Indians, and was imrnediately appointed by President
John Adams secretary of the Northwest Territory, but in October, 1799,
resigried to take his seat as Territorial Delegate ir1 Congress. During
his terrn part of the Nortliwest Territory was formed irito the Territory
of Indiana, including the present States of Indiana, Illinois, Michigan,
and Wiscorisin, and he wac appointed its goverrior atid siiperintendent
of Indian affairs, which he accepted, aud resigned his seat ir1 Congress.
Was reappointeti siiccessively by Presidents Jefferson and Madison. H e
organizc<l the legislature at Vinceniies iu 1805. Held frequent councils witli the Indians, and succeeded in averting niany outbreaks. 0 x 1
Septeniber 30, 1809, coiicluded a treaty with severa1 tribes by whicli
they sold to the United States &out 3,000,000 acres of land on the
Wabasll and Wliite rivers. This arid former treaties were condemned
by Tecunlseh and other chiefs, and an o~itbreakbecame iniminent, which
was averted by tlie conciliatory course oE fhe governor. Iii the spring
of 181I Indian depredations became frequent, and Governor Harrison
3
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recommended the establishment of a military post at Tippecanoe, and
the Government consented. On September 26 Harrison marched from
Vincennes with about 900 men, including 350 regular infantry, completed
Fort Harrison, near the site of Terre Haute, Ind., on October 28, and
leaving a garrison there pressed on toward Tippecanoe. On November
6 , when near that town, was met by messengers demanding a parley,
and a council was proposed for the next day.- At 4 o'clock the following rnornizg a fierce attask was made by the sqages; at daybreak the
Indians were driven from the field. For this victory he was highly
complimented by President Madison in his message of December 18,
181 1 , and was also thanked by the legislatures of Kentucky and Indiana.
On August 25, 18I 2, soon after war was declared against Great Britain,
was commissioned major-general of the militia of Kentucky, thoiigh
not a citizen of that State. On August 22, 1812, was commissioned a
brigadier-general in the Regular Army, and later was appointed to the
chief command of the Northwestern army, with instructions to act in
al1 cases according to his own discretion and judgment. No latitude as
great as this had been given to any commander since Washington. On
March 2 , I 8 13, was commissioned a - m a j ~ r - ~ e n e r a l .Was in command
of Fort Meigs when General Proctor, with a force of British troops and
Indians, laid unsuccessful siege to it from April 28 to May g , 1813.
3ansporting
his army to Canada, he fought the battle of the Thames
on October 5, defeating General Proctor's army of 8 0 0 regulars and
1 , 2 0 0 Indians, the latter led by the celebrated Teciimseh, who was killed.
This battle, together with Perry's victory on Lake Erie, gave the United
States possession of the chain of lakes above Erie and put an end to
For this victory he was praised by
the war in uppermost Canada.
President Madison in his annual message to Congress and by the legislatures of the different States. Through a misunderstanding with
General John Armstrong, Secretary of War, he resigned his commission in the Army May 31, 1814. I n 1814, and again in 1815, he was
appointed on commissions that concluded Indian treaties, and in 1816
was chosen to Congress to fill a vacancy, serving ti11 18 I 9. On March 30,
1818, Congress unanimously voted him a gold medal for his victory of
the Thames. In 1819 he was chosen to the senate of Ohio, and in 1822
was an unsuccessful candidate for Congress. In 1824 was a Presidentia1 elector, voting f-r>r Henry Clay, and in the same year was sent to
the United States Senate, and succeeded Andrew Jackson as chairman
of the Committee on Military Affairs. He resigned in 1828, having
been appointed by President John Quincy Adams minister to the United
States of Colombia. H e was recalled at the outset of Jackson's Administration, and retired to his farm at North Bend, near Cincinnati, Ohio.
I n 1835 was nominated for the Presidency by Whig State conventions
in Pennsylvania, New York, Ohio, and other States, but at the election
on November 8 , 1836, was defeated by Martin Van Buren, receiving
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only 73 electoral votes to the latter's 170. December 4, 1839, h e was
nominated for the Presidency b y the national W h i g convention a t Harrisburg, Pa., arid was elected on November 10, 1840, receiving 234
electoral votes to Van Buren's 60. Was i n a u p r a t e d March 4, 1841.
Called Congress t o meet in e x t r a session on May 3 1. H e died on Sunday morning, April 4,1841. His body was interred iu the Congressional
Cemetery a t Washington, but i n June, 1841,it was removed t o North
Bend and placecl iu a tomb overlooking the Ohio River.

INAUGURAL ADDRESS.
Called from a retirement which 1 had supposed was to continue for the
residue of my llfe to fi11 the chief executive office of this great and free
nation, 1 appear before you, fellow-citizens, t o take the oaths which the
Constitution prescribes as a riecessary qualification for the performance
of its duties; arid in obedience t o a custom coeval with our Government
and what 1 believe to be your expectations 1 proceed to present to you a
siimmary of t h e principles which will govern me in the discharge of the
tliities which 1 shall be called iipon to perform.
-~
I t was t h e remark of a Roman consul in a n early period of that-felebrated-aepublic that a most striking contrast was observable i n the
conduct of canclidates for offices of power a n d trust before and after
obtaining them, they seldom carrying out in t h e latter case t h e pledges
and promises made in the former. However iniich the world may have
improved in marly respects i r i t h e lapse of upward of two thousand years
since the remark
made b y the virtuoiis and iiidignant Roinari, 1 fear
that a strict examination of t h e aiinals of some of the moder~ielective
governmerits would develop similar instantes of violated confideuce.
Althoiigh the fiat of the people has gone fortli proclaiming me the
Cliief Magistrate of this glorious Uriion, nothirig irpon their part remaining to be clone, i t may be thought that a motive may exist to keep up
the delusioii iirider whicli they may be supposed to have acted i r i relation
to riiy pririciples aiid opiriious; arid perhaps there inay be some ir1 this
assembly wlio have come here either prepared to coridemu those T shall
riow deliver, o r , approving tlieni, to doubt t h e sincerity with which they
are riow iittered. But the lapse of a few nlonths will confirrti or dispel
their fearc. T h e outline of principles to goverri and measures to be
adopted by aii Administratioii riot yet begun will soon be exchanged for
immutable history, and 1 shall starid either exonerated by my countryrnen or classed witli the mass of those xvllo promised that they might
deceive and 'flattered with the iritention to betray. However strong may
realize the expectations of a magnanimous and
be my present purpose to-
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confiding people, 1 too weli understand the dangerous temptations to
which 1 shall be exposed from the magnitude of the power which it has
been the pleasure of the people to commit to my hands not to place
my chief confidence upon the aid of that Almighty Power which has
hitherto protected me and enabled me t o bring to favorable issues other
iniportant but still greatly inferior trusts heretofore confided to me by my
country.
T h e broad foundation upon which our Constitution rests being the
people-a breath of theirs having made, as a breath can unmake, change,
or modify it-it
can be assigned t o none of the great divisions of government but to that of democracy. I f such is its theory, those who
are-called upon to administer it must recognize as its leading principie
the duty of shaping tlieir measures so as to produce the greatest good
to the greatest number. But with these broad admissions, if we would
compare the sovereignty acknowledged to exist in the mass of our people
with the power claimed by other sovereignties, even by those which have
been considered most purely democratic, we shall find a most essential
difference. Al1 others lay claim t o power limited only by their own will.
with
T h e majority of our citizens, on the contrary, p o s s e ~ v e r e i g n t y
an amount of power precisely eqiial to that which has been granted to
them by the parties to the national compact, and nothing beyond. W e
admit of w government by divine right, believing that so far as power
is concerned+-Beneficent
Creator has made no distinction amongst
men; that al1 are upon an equality, and that the only legitimate right
to govern is an express grant of power from the governed. The Constitution of the United states is the instrument containing this grant of
power to the severa1 departments composing the Government. On an
examination of that instrument it will be found to contain declarations
of power granted and of power withheld. The latter is also susceptible of
division into power which the majority had the right t o grant, but which
they did not think proper to intrust to their agents, and that which they
could not have granted, not being possessed by themselves. In other
words, there are certain rights possessed by each individual American
citizen which in his compact with the others he has never surrendered.
Some of them, indeed, he is unable t o surrender, being, in the language
of onr system, unalienable. The boasted privilege of a Roman citizen
was to him a shield only against a petty provincial ruler, whilst the proud
democrat of Athens would console himself under a sentence of death for
a supposed violation of the national faith-which no one understood arid
which a t times was the siibject of the mockery of all-or the banishment
from his home, his family, and his country with or mithout an alleged
cause, that it was the act not of a single tyrant or hated aristocracy, but
of his assembled countrymen. Far different is the power of our sovereignty. I t can interfere with no one's faith, prescribe forms of worship
for no one's observance, inflict no punishment but after well-axertained
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guilt, the resiilt of investigation under rules prescribed by the Corlstitution itself. These precious privileges, and those scarcely'less important
of giving expression t o his thoughts and opinions, cither by writing or
speaking, unrestrained but by the liability for injury to others, and that
of a full participation in al1 the advantages which flow from the Governrnent, the acknowledged property of all, the American citizen derives
from no charter granted by his fellow-man. He claims them because h e
is himself a mau, fashioned by the s m e Almighty hand as the rest of
his species and entitled to a full share of the blessings with which H e
has endowed them. Notwithstanding the limited sovereignty possessed
by the people of tlie United States and the restricted grant of power
to the Government which they have adopted, enough has been given t o
accomplish al1 the objects for which it was created. It has been foiiiid
powerful in war, and liitherto justice has been administered, an intimate union effected, dorriestic tranquillity preserved, and personal liberty
secured to the citizeu. As was to be expected, however, from the defect
of language and the necessarily sententious manner iii which the Constitution is written, disputes have ariseii as to the amount of power which
it has actually granted or was iutended to grant.
This is more particularlySthe case in relation to that part of the
instrument which treats of the legislative branch, and not only as
regards the exercise of powers claimed under a general clause givitig
that body the authority to pass al1 laws riecessary to carry into effect
the specified powers, but in relation to the latter also. I t is, however,
consolatory to reflect that most of the instances of alleged departure
from the letter or spirit of the Constitutioii haye ultimately received the
sanction of a majority of the people. And the fact that mauy of oiir
statesmen most distinguished for talent arid patriotisni have beexi at one
time or other of their political career on both sides of each of the most
warmly disputed questions forces upori us the inference that the errors,
if errors there were, are attributable to the intriiisic difficulty in rnariy
instances of ascertaining the intentions of the framers of the Constitutiori rather than the influence of any sinister or uripatriotic motive. But
the great danger to our institutions does not appear to me to be in a usurpation by the Government of power not grantecl by the people, but by
tlie acciimulation in one of the departmerits of that which was assigriecl
to others. Limited as are the ponrers which have been granted, still
enough have been granted to constitute a despotisni if concentrated in
one of the departments. This danger is greatly heightened, as it has
been always observable that men are less jealous of encroachments of
one department upon another than upoii tlieir own reserved riglits.
When the Constitution of the United States first came from the haiids
of the Convention xvhich formed it, many of the sternest republicans of
the day were alarmed at the extent of the power which had beeii granted
to the Federal Government, and more particularly of that portion wúich
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had been assigned to the executive branch. There were in it features
which appeared not to be in harmony with their ideas of a simple representative democracyror republic, and knowing the tendency of power
to increase itself, particularly when exercised by a single individual,
predictions were made that at no very remote period the Government
would terminate in virtual monarchy. I t would not become me to say that
the fears of these patriots have been already realized; but as 1sincerely
believe that the tendency of measures and of men's opinions for some
years past has been in that direction, it is, 1 conceive, strictly proper that
1 should take this occasion to repeat the assurances 1 have heretofore
given of my determination to arrest the progress of that tendency if it
really exists and restore the Government to its pristine health and vigor,
as far as this can be dected by any legitimate exercise of the power
placed in my hands.
1 proceed to state in as summary a manner as 1 can my opinion of tlie
sources of the evils which have been so extensively complained of and
the correctives which rnay be applied. Some of the former are unquestionably to be found in the defects of the Constitution; others, in my
judgment, are attributable to a misconstruction of some of itsqravisions. Of the former is the eligibility of the same individual to a second
term of the Presidency. The sagacious mind of Mr. Jefferson early saw
and lamented this error, and attempts have been made, hitherto without
success, to apply the a m e w p o w e r of the States to its correction.
As, however, one mode of correction is in the power of every President,
and consequently in mine, it would be useless, and perhaps invidious,
to enumerate the evils of which, in the opinion of many of our fellowcitizens, this error of the sages who framed the Constitution may have
been the source and the bitter fruits which we are still to gather from it
if it continues to disfigure our system. I t may be observed, however, as a
general remark, that republics can commit no greater error than to adopt
or continue any feature in their systems of government which may be calculated to create or increase the love of power in the bosoms of those to
whom necessity obliges them to commit the management of their affairs;
and surely nothing is more likely to produce such a state of mind than
the long continuance of an office of high trust. Nothing can be more
corrupting, nothing more destructive of al1 those noble feelings which
belong to the character of a devoted republican patriot. When this corrupting passion once takes possession of the human mind, like the love
of gold it becomes insatiable. It is the never-dying worm in his bosom,
grows with his growth and strengthens with the declining years of its
victim. I f this is true, it is the part of wisdom for a republic to limit the
service of that officer at least to whom she has intrusted the management
of her foreign relations, the execution of her laws, and the command of
her armies and navies to a period so short as to prevent his forgetting
that he is the accountable agent, not the principal; the servant, not the
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master. Until an amendment of the Constitution can be effected public
opinion may secure the desired object. 1 give my aid to it by renewing
the pledge heretofore given that under no circumstances will 1 consent
to serve a second term.
But if there is danger to public liberty from the acknowledged defects
of the Constitution in the want of limit to the continuance of the Executive power in the same hands, there is, I apprehend, not much less from
a rnisconstruction of that instrument as it regaras the powers actually
given. I can not conceive that by a fair construction any or either of
its provisions would be found to constitute the President a part of the
legislative power. I t can n o t o e claimed from the power to recommend.
since, althougli enjoined as a duty upon him, it is a privilege which he
holds in common with every other citizen; and although there niay
be something more of confidence in the propriety of the meásures recommended in the one case than in the other, in the obligations of ultimate
decision there can be no difference. In the language of the Constitution, "al1 the legislative powers" which it grants "are vested in the
Cougress of the United States."
It would be a solecism in language to
say that any portion of these is not included in the whole.
--F.
It may be said, indeed, that the Constitution has given to the Executive the power t o annul the acts of the legislative body by refusing to
tliem his asserit. So a similar power has necessarily resulted froni that
xgstrument to the judiciary, and yet the judiciary forms no part of the
Legislature. There is, it is true, this difference between these grants
of power: T h e Executive can put his negative upon the acts of the
Legislature for other cause thari that of want of conformity to the Constitution, whilst the judiciary can only declare void those which violate
that instrument. But the decision of the judiciary is final in such a case,
whereas in every instance where the veto of the Executive is applied it
may be overcorne by a vote of two-tliirds of both Houses of Congress.
T h e uegative upon the acts of t h e legislative by the executive aiitliority,
and that in the hands of one individual, would seexri to be an incougruity
in our systeni. Like some others of a similar character, however, it
appears to be highly expedient, and if used only with the forbearance
and iu the spirit which was intended by its autliors it may be productive
of great good and be found one of the best safeguards to the Unioii. At
the period of the formation of the Constitutiori the principle does not
appear to have enjoyed much favor in the State governments. I t existed
but in two, and in one of these there was a plural executive. I f we
would search for the motives which operated upon tlie piirely patriotic
and enlighteried assembly whicli framed the Constitutiori for the adoption of a provision so apparently repugnant to the leading dernocratic
principle that the majority should govern, xve ~ n u s treject the idea tliat
tliey anticipated from it any benefit to the ordiiiary course o£ legislation.
They knew too well the bigh degree of intelligence which existed arnong
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the people and the enlightened character of the State legislatures not to
have the fullest confidence that the two bodies elected by them would be
worthy representatives of such constituents, and, of course, that they
would require no aid in conceiving and maturing the measures which
the circumstances of the country might require. And it is preposterous
to suppose that a thought could for a moment have been entertained
that the President, placed at the capital, in the center of the country,
could better understand the wants and wishes of the people than their
own immediate representatives, who spend a part of every year among
them, living with them, ofteu laboring with them, and bound to them
by the triple tie of interest, duty, and affection. T o assisb or control
Congress, then, in its ordinary legislation could not, 1 conceive, have
been the motive for conferririg the veto power on the President. This
argunient acquires additional force from the fact of its never having been
thus used by the first six Presidents-and two of them were members of
the Convention, one presiding over its deliberations and the other bearing
a larger share ir1 consummating the labors of that august body than any
other person. Biit if bills were never returned to Congress by either
of the Presidents above referred to upon the ground of their being inexpedient or not as well adapted as they might be to the wants of the people,
the veto was applied upon that of want of conformity to the Constitution or because errors had been committed from a too hasty enactment.
There is another ground for the adopticmm+tbe veto principie, which
had probably more influence in recommending it t o the Convention than
any other. 1 refer to the security which it gives t o the just and equitable
action of the Legislature upon al1 parts of the Union. I t could not but
have occurred to the Convention that in a country so extensive, embracing so great a variety of soil and climate, and consequently of products,
and which from the same causes must ever exhibit a great difference
in the amount of the population of its various sections, calling for a
great diversity in the employments of the people, Shat the legislation of
the majority might not always justly regard the rights and interests
of the minority, and that acts of this character might be passed under an
express grant by the words of the Coilstitution, arid therefore not within
the competency of the judiciary to declare void; that however enlightened and patriotic they might suppose from past experience the members
of Congress might be, and however largely partaking, in the general, of
the liberal feelings of the people, it was impossible to expect that bodies
so constituted should not sometimes be controlled by local interests
and sectional feelings. I t was proper, therefore, to provide some umpire from whose situation and mode of appointment more independence
and freedom from such influences might be expected. Such a one was
afforded by the execiitive department eonstitiited by the Constitution.
A person elected to that high office, having his constituents in every section, State, and subdivisioa of the Union, must consider himself bound by
-

the most solemn sarictions to guard, protect, and defend the rights of al1
ancl of every portion, great or small, from the injustice and oppression of
the rest. I consider the veto power, therefore, giveri by the Constitution
to the Executive of the United States solely as a conservative power, to
be used only, first, to protect t h e Constitution froni violation; secondly,
the people fronl the effects of hasty legislation where their will has been
probably disregarded or not well understood, and, thirdly, to prevent the
effects of combinations violative of the rights of minorities. I Ü referente to the second of these objects 1 may observe that 1 consider it the
right and privilege of the people to decide clisputed points of the Constitution arisiiig froni the general grant of power to Congress to carry into
effect the powers expressly given; and 1 believe with Mr. Madison that
' ' repeated recogriitioris under varied circunistatices in acts of the legislative, executive, and judiciaI branches of the Government, accompanied
by indications ixi different modes of the conciirrence of the general will
of the nation," as affording to the President sufficierit authority for liis
considering sucli clisputed points as settled.
Upward of half a century has elapsed since the adoption of the present
form of governii~erit. I t would he ari object more h i g h u s i r a b l e than
the gratificatiori of the curiosity of speculative statesmen if its precise
situation could be ascertained, a fair exhibit made of the operations of
of the powers which they respectively claitii and
eacli of its cle&nients,
which have occurred hetween tlwm or bet~veen
exercise, of the & s i e s
the xvhole Government and those of the States or either of them. We
coiild then compare our actual condition after fifty years' trial of our
system xvith what i t was in t h e comniencement of its operations and
ascertain whether the predictions of the patriots xvho opposed its adoptioii or the confident hopes of its advocates have beeri best realized. The
gr=t dread of t h e former seems to have been that the reserved powers of
tlie States would be absorbed by those of the Federal Government aud a
corisolidated power established, leaving to tlie States the shadow only
of that indepe~iclentaction for xvhicli tliey had so zealously coritended
anrl ori the preservation o£ which they relied as tlie last hope of liberty.
Without detiyiiig that the resiilt to which they looked with so rriuch
appreliensioii is iti the way of being realized, it is obvious that they did
iiot clearly see t h e inode of its accon~plislitnent. T h e Gerieral Governriierit has seizeti ilpon none of the reserved rights of tbe States. As far
as any open warfare may have gone, tlie State aitthorities have ainply
niaintaitied their rights. T o a casual observer oiir system presents no
appearance of discord betweeri tlie cliffererit iiiembers which compose it.
Rven the addition of rtiany riew ories has prodilcecl iio jarring. They
move in their respective orbits i u perfect harmony with the central head
arid xvitli eacli. otlier. But tllcre is still ati undercurrent at mork by
which, if not seasoriably checked, tlie worst apprehensions of our aritifederal patriots will be realized, and not only will the State authorities

be overshadowed by the great increase of power in the ex&tive department of the General Government, but the character of that Government,
if not its designation, be essentially and radically changed. This state of
things has been in part effected by causes inherent in the Constitution
and in part by the never-failing tendency of political power to increase
itself. By making the President the sole distributer of al1 the patronage
of the Government the framers of the Constitution do not appear to have
anticipated at how short a period i t would become a formidable instrument to control the free operations of the State governinents. Of iri~iing
importance at first, it had early in Mr. Jefferson's Administration become
so powerful as to create great alarm in the mind of that patriot from the
potent influence i t might exert in controlling the freedom of the elective
franc'nise. If such could have then been the effects of its influence,how
much greater must be the danger at this time, quadrupled in amount as
i t certainly is and more completely under the control of the Executive
will than their construction of their powers allowed or the forbearing
characters of al1 the early Presidents permitted tl-iem to make. But it is
not by the extent of its patronage alone that the executive department
has become dangerous, but by the use which it appears may be made of
the appointing power to bring under its control the whole revenues of the
country. The Constitution has declared it to be the duty of the President to see that the laws are executed, and it inakes hixs&d2ommander
in Chief of the Armies and Kavy of the United States. ETñe ópinion of
the most approved writers upon that species of mixed government which
in modern Europe is termed monarchy in contradistinctiou to despotzSm
is correct, there was wanting no other addition to the powers of our Chief
Magistrate to stamp a monarchical character on our Government but the
control of the public finances; and to me it appears strange indeed that
anyone should doubt that the entire control which the President possesses over the officers who have the custody of the public money, by
the power of rernoval with or without cause, does, for al1 mischievous
purposes at least, virtiially subject the treasure also to his disposal. The
first Roman Emperor, in his attempt to seize the sacred treasure, silenced
the opposition of the officer to whose charge it had been committed by
a significant allusion to Iiis sword. By a selection of political instrunients for the care of the public money a reference to their commissions
by a President would be quite as effectual an argument as that of Caesar
to the Roman knight. 1 am not insensible of the great difficulty that
exists in drawing a proper plan for the safe-keeping and disbursement of
the public revenues, and 1 know the importance which has been attached
by men of great abilities and patriotisin to the divorce, as it is called, of
the Treasury from the banking institutions. I t is not the divorce which
is complained of, but the unhallowed union of the Treasury with the
executive department, which has created such extensive alarm. T o this
danger to our republican institutions and that created by the influence

given to the f2xecutive through the instrumentality of the Federal officers 1 propuse to apply al1 t h e remedies which may be at my command.
I t was certainly a great error in the framers of the Constitution not to
have made t h e officer a t t h e head of the Treasury Department entirely
iridependent of the Executive. H e should a t least have been removable
only upon t h e deniand of t h e popular branch of the Legislature. 1 have
determined never to remove a Secretary of the Treasury without communicating al1 t h e circumstances attending such removal to both Houses
of Congress.
The influerice of the Executive in controllirig the freedom of the
el-ctive franchise through t h e niedium of t h e public officers can be
eifectually checked by renewing the prohibition published b y Mr. Jefferson forbidding their interference in electioris f.urther tlian giving their
own votes, and their own independence secured by an assurance of perfect immuriity in exercising this sacred privilege of freemen under the
dictates of their own unbiased judgments. Never witli my consent shall
an officer of t h e people, comperisated for his services out of their pockets,
become tlie pliant instrument of Execlitive will.
There is no part of the means placed i n t h e hands of t h e Executive
which miglit be used witli greater effect for unhallowed p u r p o s e s ~
tlie control of tlie public press. The maxim which our ancestors derived
from the mother country that " the freedoni f. the press is the great bulwark of civil and religious &rC+
is one of the most precious legacies
whicli they llave left us. W e llave learned, too, from our o w i ~as well as
the experience of other countries, that golden shackles, by whomsoever
or by whatever preterise imposed, are as fatal to it as the iron bonds of
despotism. T h e presses in t h e necessary employment of t h e Government shoulcl never be iised " to clear the guilty or to varnish crime."
A decent and inanly examiriation of the acts of the Government should
be not only tolerated, but encouraged.
Upori aiiother occasion 1 have giveri niy opiriion at sonie lerigth upon
tlie inipropricty of Executive interfererice in t h e legislation of Congressthat the article iil the Coiistitutiori makirig i t the duty of t h e President
to conimuiiicate information arid authorizing h i r r i to recomineiid measiires was iiot intended t o rnake hini tlie source iu legislation, aiid, in
particular, tliat lie slioiild iiever be lookecl to for scheiiies of finance.
I t would be very strailge, indeed, that tlie Constitution stioiild have
strictly forbidcleri oiie branch of tlie Legislature from interfering in the
origination of such bills and tliat it should be considered proper that an
altogether differeilt department of tlie Goveriin~eiitshould be permitted
to do so. Some of our best political iriaxinis aiid opiiiions llave been
drawn from our parent isle. Tliere are others, however, which can not
I>e i~itrodiicetliil oirr system withoiit singular incongruity and the production of much mischief, and this 1 conceive t o be one. N o matter in
which o£ t h e houses of Parliament a bill may originate nor by whom

introduced-a
minister or a member of the opposition-by the fiction of
law, or rather of constitutional principle, the sovereign is supposed to
have prepared i t agreeably to his will and then submitted it to Parliament for their advice and consent. Now the very reverse is the case
here, not only with regard to the principle, but the forms prescribed b$
the Constitution. The principle certainly assigns to the only body constituted by the Constitution (the legislative body) the power to make
laws, and the forms even direct that the enactment should be ascribed to
them. The Senate, in relation to revenue bills, have the right to propose amendments, and so has the Executive by the power given him to
return them to the House of Representatives with his objections. I t is
in his power also to propose amendments in the existing revenue laws,
suggested by his observations upon their defective or injurious operation. But the delicate duty of devising schemes of revenue should be left
where the Constitution has placed it-with
the immediate representatives of the people. For similar reasons the mode of keeping the public
treasure should be prescribed by them, and the further removed it may
be from the control of the Executive the more wholesome the arrangement and the more in accordance with republican principle.
Connected with this subject is the character of the currency. The idea
of making it exclusively metallic, however well intended, appears to me
to be fraught
with more fatal conseqiiences than any other scheme hxving no relation to the personal rights of the citizens that has ever been
d e v i s e d . I f n y single scheme could produce the effect of arresting at
once that mutation of condition by which thousands of our most indigent
fellow-citizens by their industry and enterprise are raised to the possession of wealth, that is the one. I f there is one measure better calculated
than another to produce that state of things so much deprecated by al1
true republicans, by which the rich are daily adding to their hoards and
the poor sinking deeper into penury, it is an exclusive metallic currency.
Or if there is a process by which the character of the country for generosity and nobleness of feeling may be destroyed by the great increase and
necessary toleration of usury, it is an exclusive metallic currency.
Amongst the other duties of a delicate character which the President
is called upon to perform is the supervision of the government of the
Terntories of the United States. Those of them which are destined to
become members of our great political family are conlpensated by their
rapid progress from infancy to manhood for the partial and temporary
deprivation of their political rights. I t is in this District only where
American citizens are to be found who under a settled policy are deprived
of many important political privileges without any inspiring hope as to
the future. Their otily consolation under circumstances of such deprivation is that of the devoted exterior guards of a camp- that their
sufferings secure tranquillity and safety within. Are there any of
their countrymen who would cudject them to greater sacrifices, to any
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other humiliations than those essentially necessary to the security of the
object for which they were thus separated from their fellow-citizens?
Are their rights 'alone not to be guaranteed by the application of those
great principles upon which al1 our constitutions are founded? We are
told by the greatest of British orators and statesmen that a t the commencement of the War of the Revolution the most stupid men in England spoke of " their American subjects."
Are there, indeed, citizens
of any of our States who llave dreamed oftheir suójecfs in the District
of Columbia? Such dreams can never be realized by any agency of mine.
The people of tlie District of Columbia are not the subjects of the people
of the States, but free American citizens. Being in the latter condition
wheu the Constitution was formed, w words used in that instrument
could have been intended to deprive them of that character. I f there
is anything in the great principie of unalienable rights so emphatically
insisted upon iu our Declaration of Iudependence, they could neither
make nor the United States accept a surrender of their liberties and
become the subjecfs-\n other words, the slaves-of
their former fellowcitizens. If this be true-and it will scarcely be denied by anyone who
has a correct idea of his own rights as an American citizeii-the
grant
to Congress of exclusive jurisdiction in the District of Columbia can be
interpreted, so far as respects the aggregate people of the United States,
as meaning nothing more than to allow to Congress the controlling power
necessary to afford a free arid safe exercise sfthefunctions assigned to
the General Government by the Constitution. In al1 other respects the
legislation of Congress should be adapted to their peculiar position and
wants and be conformable with their deliberate opinions of their own
interests.
1 have spoken of the necessity of keeping the respective departments
of the Governrnent, as well as al1 the other authorities of our country,
within their appropriate orbits. This is a matter of difficulty in some
cases, as tlie powers which they respectively claim are often not defined
by any distinct lines. Mischievous, however, iri their tendencies as collisions of this kind may be, tliose .cvhicli arise between the respective
communities which for certaiti purposes coinpose one nation are much
niore so, for no such nation caii lo11g exist without the careful culture
of those feeliilgs of confidente aud affection which are thc effective
bonds to iinion between free and confederated states. Strong as is the
tie of interest, it has been often found ineffectual. Men blitlded by their
passions have been known t o adopt tneasures for their country in direct
opposition to al1 the suggestions of policy. T h e alternative, then, is to
destroy or keep down a bad pussion by creating and fosteriiig a good
one, and this seems to.be the corner stone upon which our American
political urcliitects llave reared the fabric of onr Goverrirnerit. The
cement which was to bind it and perpetuate its existence was the affectionate
- attachment between al1 its members. T o insure the continuance
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of this feeling, produced at first by a community of dangers, of sufferings, and of interests, the advantages of each were made accessible to all.
No participation in any good possessed by any member of our extensive
Confederacy, except in domestic government, was withheld from the citizen of any other member. By a process attended with no difficulty, no
delay, no expense but that of removal, the citizen of one might become
the citizen of any other, and successively of the whole. The lines, too,
separating powers to be exercised by the citizens of one State from
those of another seem to be so distinctly drawn a s to leave no room for
misunderstanding. The citizens of each State unite in their persons
al1 the privileges which that character confers and al1 that they may
claim as citizens of the United States, but in n o case can the same persons at the same time act as the citizen of two separate States, and he is
therefore positine& pmcIzldedfrom a n y inferference with the reserved powers
o f a n y Sfate 6ut fhat of which he i s f o r the time being a cZtizen. H e may,
indeed, offer to the citizens of other States his advice as to their management, and the form in which it is tendered is left to his own discretion
and sense of propriety. I t may be observed, however, that organized
associations of citizens requiring compliance with their wishes too much
resemble the recomnzendaZions of Athens to her allies, supported by an
armed and powerful fleet. It was, indeed, to the ambition of the leading States of Greece to control the domestic concerns of the others that
the destruction of th5t celebrated Confederacy, and subsequently of al1
its members, is m a i n l y m a t t r i b u t e d , and it is owing to the absence
of that spirit that the Helvetic Confederacy has for so many years been
preserved. Never has there been seen in the institutions of the separate
members of any confederacy more elements of discord. In the principles
and forms of government and religion, as well as in the circumstances of
the severa1 Cantons, so marked a discrepancy was observable as t o promise anything but harmony in their intercourse or permanency in their
alliance, and yet for ages neither has been interrupted. Content with
the positive benefits which their union prodiiced, with the independence
and safety from foreign aggression which it secured, these sagacious
people respected the institutions of each other, however repugnant to
their own principles and prejudices.
Our Confederacy, fellow-citizens, can only be preserved by the same
forbearance. Our citizens must be content with the exercise of the
powers with which the Constitution clothes them. The attempt of those
of one State to control the domestic institutions of another can only
result in feelings of distrust and jealousy, the certain harbingers of disunion, violente, and civil war, and the ultimate destruction of our free
institutions. Our Confederacy is perfectly illustrated by the terms and
principles governing a common copartnership. Tliere is a fund of power
to be exercised under the direction of the joint councils of the allied
members, but that which has been reserved & the individual members

is intangible by the common Government or the individual members
composing it. T o attempt it finds no support in the principles of our
Constitution.
It should be our constant and earnest endeavor xnutually to cultivate a
spint of concord and harmony among the various parts of our Confederacy. Experience has abundantly taught us that the agitation by
citizens of one part of the Union of a siibject xiot confided to the General
Government, biit exclusively under the guardianship of the local authorities, is productive of no other consequences than bitterness, alienation,
discord, and injury to the very cause which is intended to be advanced.
Of al1 the great interestswhich appertain to our country, that of unioncordial, confiding, fraternal union-is by far the most important, since
it is the only true and sure guaranty o£ all others.
In consequence o£ the embarrassed state of business and the currency,
some of the States may meet with difficulty in their financia1 concerns.
However deeply we may regret anything impriident or excessive in the
engagements into which States have entered for purposes of their own,
it does not become us to disparage the State governments, nor to discourage thein from making proper efforts for their own relief.
On
tl-ie contrary, it is our duty to encourage them to the extent of our constitutional authority to apply their best means and cheerfully to make
al1 necessary sacrifices and submit to al1 necessary burfulfill
their engagements and maintain their credit, for the character and credit
of the severa1 States form a part o£ the character and credit of the whole
country. The resources of the country are abundant, the enterprise and
activity of our people proverbial, and we may well hope that wise legislation and prudent administration by the respective governments, each
acting within its own sphere, will restore former prosperity.
Unpleasant and even dangerous as collisions may sometimes be between
the constituted authorities of the citizens of our country in relatioii to the
lines which separate their respective jurisclictions, the results can be of
no vital injury to our institutions if that ardent patriotism, that devoted
attachment to liberty, that spirit of moderatiori and forbearance for
which our countryinen were once distinguished, continue to be chenshed.
I f this continues to be the ruling passion of our souls, the weaker feeling of the mistaken enthusiast will be corrected, the Utopian dreams of
the scheming politicían dissipated, and the complicated intrigues o£ the
demagogue rendered harmless. The spirit of liberty is the sovereigr
balm for every injury which our institutions tnay receive. On t h e contrary, no care that can be used in the constructioil of our Government, no
division of powers, no distribution of checks in its several departments,
will prove effectual to keep us a free people if this spirit is .suffered to
decay; and decay it will without constant nurture. T o the neglect of this
duty the best historians agree in attributing the ruin of al1 the republics
with whose existencwnd fa11 their writings have made us acquainted.
M
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The sarne causes will ever produce the same effects, and as long as the
love of power is a dominant passion o£ the human bosom, and as long as
the understandings of men can be warped and their aüections changed by
operations upon their passions and prejudices, so long will the liberties
of a people depend on their own constant attention to its preservation.
The danger to al1 well-established free governments arises from the
unwillingness of the ~ p l toe believe in its existence or from the influence of designing men diverting their attention from the quarter whence
it approaches to a source from which it can never come. This is the
old trick of those who would usurp the government of their country.
In the name of democracy they speak, warning the people against the
influence of wealth and the danger of arjstqcracy. History, ancient and
modern, is full of such examples. Caesar became the master of the Roman
people and the senate under the pretense of supporting the democratic
claims of the former against the aristocracy of the latter; Cromwell,
in the character of protector of the liberties of the people, became the
dictator of England, and Bolivar possessed himself of unlimited power
with the title of his country's liberator. There is, on the contrary, no
instance on record of an extensive and well-established republic being
changed into an anstocracy. The tendencies of all such governments
in their decline is to monarchy, and the antagonist principle to liberty
there is the spirit of factioii-a spkikwhich assumes the character and in
times of great excitement irnposes-ibeE upon the people as the genuine
spirit of freedom, and, like the false Clirists whose coming was foretold
by the Savior, seeks to, and were it possible would, impose upon the
true and most faithful disciples of liberty. I t is in periods like this that
it behooves the people to be most watchful of those to whom they have
intrusted power.
And althounh
- there is at times much difficulty in
*
distinguishing the false from the true spirit, a calm and dispassionate
investitration will detect the counterfeit, as well by the character of its
operations as the results that are produced. The true spirit of liberty,
although devoted, persevering, bold, and uncompromising in principle,
that secured is mild and tolerant and scrupulous as to the means it
employs, whilst the spirit of party, assuming to be that of liberty, is
harsh, vindictive, aud intolerant, and totally reckless as to the character
of the allies whicli it brings to the aid of its cause. When the genuine
spirít of liberty auimates the body o€a people to a thorough examination
of their affairs, it leads to the excisiou of every excrescence wliich may
have fastened itself upon any of the departments of the government, and
restores the system to its pristine health and beauty. But the reign of an
intolerant spirit of party amongst a free people seldom fails to result in a
dangerous accession to the executive power introduced and established
amidst unusual professions of devotion to democracy.
The foregoing remarks relate almost exclusively to matters connected
with our domestic concerns. It may be proper, however, that 1should
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give some indicarions to my fellow-citizens of m y proposed course of concluct in tlie niariagement of our foreign relations. I assure tliem, therefore, that i t is rny intention to use every means ir1 my power to preserve
the friendly intercourse which now so happily subsists with every foreign
nation, and that although, of course, not well informed as to t h e state of
pending negoti:itions with any of tliem, 1 see i n t h e personal characters
of the sovereigns, as well a s i n the mutual interests of our own and of
the governments with which our relations are most intimate, a pleasing
giiaranty that the harmony so important to t h e iiiterests of their subjects
as well as of our citizeris tvill not be interrupted by the advancement of
any claim or pretension upon their part to which oiir honor woiild not perrriit us to yield. Long the defender of my country's rights in t h e field, I
trust that rny fellow-citizens will not see iu m y earnest desire t o preserve
peace with foreign powers aiiy indication that their rights will ever be
sacrificed or t h e honor of t h e nation tarnished by any admission on the
part of their Chief Magistrate unworthy of their former glory. I n our
iiitercourse with our aboriginal neighbors the carne liberality and justice
which markecl the course prescribed to nie by two o£ my illustrious
predecessors when acting under their direction in the discharge of the
cluties of superiiltendent and cornmissioner shall be strictly observed. I
can coilceive of no more silblime spectacle, norie more likely to propitiate aii impartial and common Creator, than a rigid adherence to the-prii~ciplesof justice on tlie part of a powerful nation in its transactions
with a weaker and uncivilized people whom circumstances have placed
at its disposal.
Before conclutfing, fellow-citizens, 1 must say something t o you on the
subject of the parties at this time existing iu our coiintry. T o me it
appears perfectly clear that tlie interest of that country requires that the
violence of tlie spirit by which those parties are a t this time governed
riiust be greatly rnitigated, if no? ogtirely extinguished, or consequences
will ensue which are appáiíin- to be thought of.
1 f parties iu n repnblic are iiecessary to secure a degree of vigilante
,:zfficit.r:? L O keep the public functionaries withiu the bounds of law and
duty, at tliat point their usefulriess ends. Beyond that they become
clestructive of public virtue, tlie parent of a spirit aiitagonist to that of
liberty, aud everltually its iiievitable conqiieror. We have examples
of republics tvhere the love of cc)untry and of liberty at one time were
tlie domiuant passions of tlie wliole mass of citizeris, and yet, with the
coiitinuance of the nanie and forins of free governmerit, not a vestige of
tliese qualities remaining in t h e bosonis of aiiy one of its citizens. I t
was the beaiitiful remark of a distinguislied Eriglish ~vriterthat "ir1
tlie Ronian seuate Octavius had a party and Antony a party, but the
Collimonwealth liad none." Yet the senate continued to nieet ir1 the
temple of liberty to talk of t h e sacredness and beauty of the Commonwealth and gaze at the statues of the elder Brutus and of the Curtii and
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Decii, and the people assembled in the forum, not, as ín the days of
Camillus and the Scipios, to cast their free votes for annual magistrates
or pass upon the acts of the senate, but t o receive from the hands of tlie
leaders of the respective parties their share of the spoils and to shout for
orie or the other, as those collected in Gaul or Egypt and the lesser Asia
would furnish the larger dividend. T h e spirit of liberty had fled, and,
avoiding the abodes of civilized man, had sought protection in the wilds
of Scythia or Scandinavia; and so under the operation of the same
causes and influences it will fly from our Capitol and our forums. A
calamity so awful, not only to our country, but to the world, must be
deprecated by every patriot and every tendency to a state of things likely
to prod~fceit immediately checked. Such a tendency has existed-does
exist. Always the friend of my countryinen, never their flatterer, it
becotnes my duty to say to them from this high place to which their
partiality has exalted me that there exists in the land a spirit hostile t o
their best interests-hostile to liberty itself. It is a spirit contracted in
its views, selfish in its objects. It looks to the aggrandizement of a few
even t o the destruction of the interests of the whole. T h e entire remedy
is with the people. Something, however, may be effected by the means
which they have placed in my hands. It is union that we want, not of a
party for the sake of that party, but a union of the whole country for the
sake of the whole country, for the defenseofits interests and its honor
against foreign aggression, for the defense of those principles for which
our ancestors so gloriously contended. As far as it depends upon me it
shall be accomplished. Al1 the influence that 1 possess shall be exerted
to prevent the formation at least of an Executive party in the halls
of the legislative body. 1 wish for the support of no member of that
body to any measure of mine that does not satisfy his judgment and his
sense of duty to those from whom he holds his appointment, nor any
confidence in advance from the people but that asked for by Mr. Jefferson, " to give firmness and effect to t h e legal administratiori of their
affairs. "
1 deem the present occasion sufficiently iniportant and solemn to justify
me in expressing to my fellow-citizens a profound reverence for the Christian religion and a thorough conviction that sound morals, religious liberty, and a just sense of religious responsibility are essentially connected
with al1 true and lasting happiness; and to that good Being who has
blessed us by the gifts 6 f civil and religious freedom, who watched over
and prospered the labors of our fathers and has hitherto preserved to us
institutions far exceeding in excellence those of any other people, let
us unite in fervently commending every interest of our beloved country
in al1 future time.
Fellow-citizens, being fully invested witli that high office to whicli the
partiality of my countrymen has called me, 1 now take an affectionate
&ave of you. You will bear with you to your homes the remembrance of

the pledge 1 have this day given to discharge al1 the high duties of my
exalted station according t o the best of my ability, and 1 shall enter upon
their performance with entire confidence i n the support of a just and
generoits people.
MARCH 4, 1841.

SPECIAL MESSAGE.
1 hereby witlidraw al1 riominations made to the Senate on or before
the 3d iiistarit antl which were not defiriitely acted on a t t h e close of its
session on that day.
W. H. HARRISON.

PROCLAMATION.
[From Statutec at Large (Little, Browii Pr C o . ) . Vol. XI, p. 786.1

A PROCLAMATION.

Whereas sundry important atid weighty niatters, principally growing
out of t h e condition of the reveniie and fiilances of the country, appear
to lile to cal1 for the corisideration of Coiigress at an earlier day than its
riext anniial session, arid thus form an extraordinary occasion, such as
renders necessary, in niy judgment, the coiivention of the two Houses
as soon as may be practicable:
S do therefore by this iny proclamatiori convene the two Houses of
Corigress to Irieet in tlie Capitol, at the city of Washingtoil, ori the last
Moriday, ljeiilg the 31st clny, of May next; ancl 1 require t h e respective
Senators a ~ i dRepresentati\-es theti and tliere to assetnble, itl order to
receive such iiifoi-niatioii respectitig the state of the Union as inay be
giveii to theiii arid to devise aild adopt such measures as the good of
the country iiiay seem to tlieiri, in the exercise of their xvisdonl and discretion, to reqitire.
I n testiniony whereof 1 llave caused tlie sea1 of tlie Uriited States to
be herennto affixetl, and signed tlie same witti niy hand.
Doiie at tlie city of Washirigton, tlie 17th tlay of WIarch,
[SEAL.]
A. D. 1841,aiid of the Indepeudence of the IJnited States the
sixty-fifth.

By tlie I'resitlent:
DANIEL WEBSTER,
Secrefavy of S f a f e .

W. II. HARRISON.
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DEA'I'H OF PRESIDENT HARRISON.
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT.
[mrnthe Daily National Intelligencer, April 5. i8qr.I

An all-wise Providence having suddenly removed from this life William
Henry Harrison, late President of the United States, we have thought
it our duty, in the recess of Congress and in the absence of the VicePresident from the seat of Government, to make this afflicting bereavement known to the country by this declaration under our hands.
H e died at the President's house, in this city, this 4th day of April,
A. D. 1841, a t thirty minutes before r o'clock in the moming.
T h e people of the United States, overwhelmed, like ourseives, by an
event so unexpected and so melancholy, will derive consalation from
knowing that his death was calm and resigned, as his life has been
patriotic, useful, and distinguished, and that the last utterance of his lips
expressed a fervent desire for the perpetuity of the Constitution and the
preservation of its true principles. I n death, as in life, the happiness of
his country was uppermost in his thoughts.
DANIEL W3333STER,
Seet4wyof Sfafe.
THOMAS EWING,
Secrefary of fhe Treasury.
JOHN BELL,
Secreíary of W a f i
J. J. CRITTENDEN,
A ftorney- Geneval,
FRANCIS GRANGER,
Postmasfer-General,

-

[The Secretary of the Navy was absent from tlíe city.]
ANNOUNCEMENT TO THE VICE-PRESIDENT.
[From the Daily National Intelligencer, April 5 , 1841.1

WASHINGTON,
A$n7 4 , 1842.
JOHN TYLER,
Vice-Pvesz'dent of flze United Stafes.
SIR: It has become onr most painful duty to inform you that William
Henry Harrison, late President of the United States, has departed thi6
life.
This distressing event took place this day at the President's mansion,
in this city, at thirty minutes before I in the morning.

W e lose no time i a dispatching the chief clerk in the State Department
as a special messenger to bear you these melancholy tidings.
W e have the honor to be, with the highest regard, your obedient
servants,
DANIEL WEBSTER,
Secrefary of S f a f e .
THOMAS E W I N G ,
Secrefary of fke Treasury.
JOHN BELL,
Secyefary of W a r .
JOHN J. CRITTENDEN,
A fforney-GeneraZ.
FRANCIS GRANGER,
Postrnasfau-General.

ANNOUNCEMENT TO REPRESENTATIVES. O F TEIE UNITEi) STATES
ABROAD.
[From official recordc i n the State Department.]

DEPARTMENT
OF STATE,
Waskingfon, ApmZ 4 , 18gr.
SIR: It has become my mostpainful duty to announce to you the
decease of William Henry Harriscm&rte President of the United States.
This afflictirig event took place this day at the Executive Mansion, in
this city, at thirty minutes before I o'clock in the morning.
1 am, sir, your obedient servant,
DANL. WEBSTER.

ANNOUNCEMENT TO REPRESENTATIVES OF FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS
IN THE UNITED STATES.
[From official records in tlie StateDepartuient.J

SIR: I t is my great misfortune to be obliged to inform you of aii event
not less afflicting to the people of the United States than distressing to
niy own feelings and the feelings of al1 those connected with tlie Government.
The Presidetit departed this life yesterday at thirty minutes before r
o'clock in the morning.
You are respectfully invited to attend the funeral ceremonies, which
will take place o11 Wednesday tlext, ancl with the particular arrangements for which you wiii be made acquaiuted in due time.
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Not doubting your sympathy and condolence with the Government
and people of the country on this bereavement, 1 have the honor to be,
sir, with high consideration, your obedient servant,
DANL. WEBSTER.
ANNOUNCEMENT TO T H E ARMY.
[Frornofficialrecords in the War Departrnent.]

DEPARTMENT
OP WAR,
Washington, AjrtZ 5 , 1841.
I t ís with feelings of the deepest corrow that the Secretary of War
announces to the Army the death of the President of the United States.
William Henry Harrison is no more. His long and faithful cervices in
many subordinate but important stations, his recent elevation t o the
highest in honor and power, and the brief term allotted to him in the
enjoyment of it are circumstances of themselves which must awaken
the liveliest sympathy in every bocom. But these are personal considerations; the dispensation is heaviest and most afflicting on public
grounds. This great calamity has befallen the country a t a period of
general a n x i e t s its present, and some apprehension for its future, condition-at a time when it is most desirable that al1 its high offices should
be filled and al1 its high trusts administered in harmony, wisdom, and
vigor. The generosity of character of the deceased, the conspicuous
honesty of his principies and purposes, together with the ski11 and firm_
ness with which he maintained them in al1 situations, had won for him
the affection and confidence of his countrymen; but at the moment when
by their voice he was raised to a station in the discharge of the powers
and duties of which the most beneficent results might justly have been
anticipated from his great experience, his sound judgment, the high
estimation iu which he was held by the people, and his unquestioned
devotion to the Constitution and to the Union, it has pleased an all-wise
but mysterious Providerice to remove him suddenly from that and every
other earthly employment.
While the officers and soldiers of the Army share in the general grief
which these considerations so naturally and irresistibly inspire, they will
doubtless be penetrated with increased sensibility and feel a deeper concern in testifying in the manner appropriate to them the full measure of
a nation's gratitude for the eminent services of the departed patriot and
in rendering just and adequate honors to his memory becaiise he was
himself a soldier, and an approved one, receiving his earliest lessons in
a camp, and, when in npor years called to the command of armies, illustrating the profession of arms by his personal qualities and contributing
largely by his siiccesses to the stock of his country's glory.
I t is to be regretted that the suddenness of the emergency has rnade it
necessary to announce this sad event in the absence of the Vice-President
--

from the seat of Government; b u t the greatest confidence is felt tliat he
will cordially approve the sentin~entsexpressed, and that he will in due
time give directions for such further marks of respect not prescribed
by the existing regulations of the Army as may be demanded by the
occasion.
GENERALORDERS,NO.
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HBADQUARTERS
O F THE ARMY,
OFFICE,
ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S
Washington, ApmZ 7 , 1841.
T h e death of the President of the United States having been officially
announced froni the War Department, the Major-General Commanding
in Chief communicates to t h e Army the melancholy intelligence with
feelings of the most profound sorrow. The long, arduous, and faithful
military services iri which President Harrison Iias been engaged since
the first settlenient of the Western country, frotn the rank of a subaltern to that of a commander i n cliief, are too well known to reqiiire a
recital of theni Iiere. It is sufficient to point to the fields of Tippecanoe,
the batiks of the Miami, and t h e Thatnes, ir1 Upper Canada, to recall to
niauy of the soldiers of the present Army the glorious resiilts of sonie
of his achievemerits against t h e foes of his coiiiltry, hoth savage atid
civilized.
The Army has on former occasions been called upon to mourri tlie loss
of distingiiished patriots who have occupied the Presidential chair, but
tliis is the first time since t h e adoption of the Constitution i t has to
lament the demise of a President while in the actual exercise of the high
fiinctions of t h e Chief Magistracy of the Unioti.
The members of the Arniy, iri cotnmon with their fellow-citizens of
al1 classes, cleeply deplore this national bereavemerit; but although they
llave lost a friend ever ready to protect their interests, his bright exaniple in the paths of honor and glory still renlaiiis for their ernulation.
T h e funeral honors directed t o be raid by tlie troops in paragraph 5 2 3
of the General Regulations will be duly observecl, and the troops a t tlie
severa1 stations will be paraded a t 10 o'clock a. l x i . , when this order will
be read, after which al1 labors for the day \vil1 cease; the national flag
will be clisplayed a t half-staff; at dawri of day thirteen guns .will be
fired, besides t h e half-hour guns as clirectecl b y t h e Regulations, and a t
the close of tlie day a national salute. T h e staildards, guidons, and
colors of the severa1 regiments will be put i11 riiouruiug for t h e period of
six montlis, and the officers will wear the iisual badge of inourning on
tlie left arni above the elbow and ori the hilt of the sword for tlie same
period.
By order o£ Alexander Macomb, Major-General Coiximariditlg ir1 Chief:
R. JONES, Adj?lfanf-General.

-
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ANNOUNCEMENT TO THE N A W .
[Fmm official records in the Navy Departmenr]

The Department announces to the officers of the Navy and Marine
Corps the death of William Henry &nison, late President of the United
States, which occurred a t the Executive Mansion, in the city of Washington, on the morning of the 4th instant, and directs that, uniting with
their fellow-citizens in the manifestations of their respect for the exalted
cháracter and eminent public services of the illustrious deceased, and of
their sense of the bereavement the country has sustained by this afflicting dispensation of Providence, they wear the usuai badge of mourning
for six months.
The Department further directs that funeral honors be paid him a t
each of the navy-yards and ou board each of the public vessels in commission by firing twenty-six minute guns, commencing a t 1 2 o'clock m.,
on the day after the rece+&& this order, and by wearing their flags at
half-mast for one week.
J. D. SIMMS,

Acting Secrefary of the Navy.
OFFICIAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR T H S FUNERAL.
[Prom officialrecords in the State Department]

The circumstances in which we are placed by the death of the President render it indispensable for us, in the recess of Congress and in the
absence of the Vice-President, to make arrangements for the funeral
solemnities. Having consulted with the family and personal friends
of the deceased, we have concluded that the funeral be solemnized on
Wednesday, the 7th instant, a t 1 2 o'clock. The religious semices to be
performed according to t h e usage of the Episcopal Church, in which
church the deceased most usually worshiped. The body to be taken from
the President's house to the Congress Burying Ground, accompanied by
a military and a civic procession, and deposited in the receiving tomb.
The military arrangements to be under the direction of Major-General
Macomb, the General Commanding in Chjef the Army of the United
States, and Major-General Walter Jones, of the militia of the District of
Columbia.
Commodore Morris, the senior captain in the Navy now in the city,
to have the direction of the naval arrange~nents.
The marshal of the District to have the direction of the civic procession, assisted by the mayors of Washington, Georgetown, and Alexandria,

the clerk of the Supreme Court of t h e United States, and such other
citizens a s tliey may see fit to cal1 to their aid.
John Quiricy Adams, ex-President of tlie United States, members of
Congress now in the city or its neighborhood, al1 the rriembers of the
diplomatic body resident i n Washington, and al1 officers of Government
and citizens generally are invited to attend.
And it is respectfully recommended to t h e officers of Governnient that
they wear the usual badge of mourning.
DANL. WEBSTER,
Secrefary of Stafe.

T.EWING,
Secretary of tlzc Treasuvy.

JNO. BELL,
Secretary -f W a r .
J. J. CRITT!NDEiY,
A
' fforitcy-GeneraZ.
FR. GRANGER,
Posfmaster-Genera¿.

JThe

Secretary of the Navy was absent from the city.]
[From oficial records i n the War Department.]

DISTXICTORDERS.

WASHINGTON,
A$n7 5,1841.
The foregoing notice from the heads of t h e Executive Departments
of the Government informs you what a signal calamity h a s befallen us
in the deatli 17f the President of the United States, and the prominent
part assigned you in those funeral honors which may bespeak a nation's
respect t o t h e memory of a departed patriot and statesnian, wliose virtiie and talents as a ciiizen and soldier liad achieved illustrioiis services,
~ n whose
d
siitiden death h a s disappointed the expectatiori of still more
irnportnnt benefits to liis country.
With a view to carry into effect the views of these high officers of Government iri a riianner befitting the occasion atxl honorable to tlie militia
corps of this Ilistrict, 1 reqtiest tlle general aiid field officers, tlie geheral
staff, arid tlie comniaridants of companies t o assemble a t iiiy house
to-iiiorrow, Tiiesday, April 6, precisely a t r o o'clock, t o report the
strctigtli and cquipment of t h e severa1 corps of the militia and to receive
final iristriictions for parade and arrarige~rientin the military part of the
funeral ~xocession.
The commandants of such inilitia corps fronl the neighborirlg States a s
desire t o imite in the procession are respectfiilly invited to report to irle
as so011 as prn<-ticablc tlieir inteiition, with a view to arrauge them in
due and uniforin order as a part of the general military escort.

-
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T h e detail of these arrangements, to which al1 the military accessories,
both of t h e regulars and militia, are expected t o conform, will be published
in due time for the information of all.
For t h e present it is deemed sufficient to say that the whole military
part of t h e procession, including the regular troops of every arm and
denomination and al1 the militia corps, whether of this District or of
the States, will be consolidated in one column of esgxt, whereof MajorGeneral Macomb, Commander of the Army of t h e United States, will take
the general command, and Brigadier-General Roger Jones, AdjutantGeneral of t h e Army of t h e United States, will act as adjutant-general
and officer of t h e day.
W A L T E R JONES,

Maj. Gen., Comdg. the Militia of the District of CoZzmbia.
ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S
OFFICE,
Washington, A$ril 6 , r 8 p r .
The Major-General Commandirig the Army of the United States and
the major-general commanding the militia of the District of Columbia,
having been charged by t h e executive ofherzeof the Government with
the military arrangements for the funeral honors to be paid t o t h e patriot
and illustrious citizen, Williarn Henry Harrison, late President of the
TTnitPrltates, direc.-the following order of arrangement:

-

--

ORDER O F THE PROCESSION.
FUNERAI. ESCORT.

( I n column of march.)
Battalion of Baltimore volunteers.
Company of Annapolis volunteers.
Battalion of Washington volunteers.

Marines.
United States Maririe Corps.
Corps of commissioned officers of the Baltimore volunteers, headed- by c.
major-general.
Squadron of Georgetown Light Dragoons.

ArtiLLery.
Troop of United States light artillery.
Dismounted officers of volunteers, Marine Corps, Navy, and Army in the
order named.
Mounted officers of volunteers, Marine Corps, Navy, and Army in the
order named.
Major-General Walter Jones, comniancling the militia.
Aids-de-camp.
Major-General Macomb, Commanding the Army.
Aids-de-p.

CIVIC

PROCESSION.

Gnited States niarshal for t h e District of Columbia and clerk of t h e Supreme Court.
The mayors of Washington, Georgetown, and Alexandria.
Clergy of t h e District of Columbia and elsewhere.
Physicians to the President.
Funeral car with t h e corpse.
f'u//6ra1-er-s.-R. Cutts, esq., for Maiiie; Hon. J. B. Moore, for New IIarnpshire; Hon.
C. Cusliing, Rlascacl~usetts;M. St. C. Clarke, esq., Rhode Island; W. B. Lloyd,
esy., Coniiecticut; Hon.>iland
Hall, Vrrmont; General John Granger, New
York; Hoii. (3. C. Washington, New Jersey; M. Willing, esq., Pennsylvania;
EIoii. A. Naudain, Delaware; David Hoffman, esq., Maryland; Major Camp, Virgiiiia; IIon. E. D. White, North Carolina; John Carter, esq., South Carolina;
General D. L. Clinch, Georgia; Tli. Critterideii, esq., Kentucky; Colonel Rogers.
Teriricssee; Mr. Graham, Ohio; M. Durald, esq., Louisiana; General Robert
l~i;~iiiia,
Iii<liaiia; Andcrson Miller, esq., ivlississippi; D.G. Garnsey, esq., Illinois;
Dr. I'errine, Alabanla; Major Russell, Missoiiri; A. W. Lyon, esq., Arkansas;
Ceiieral Howard, Rlichigan; Hon. J. D. Doty, Wisconsin; HOIL C. Downing,
Florida; Hon. W. B. Carter, Iowa; R. Sniith, esq., District of Coliimbia.
Family and relatives of t h c late President.
The Prrsident of t h e Uiiited States aiid lieads of Departnients.
Ex-Presideiit Allairis.
The Chief Justice and associate justices of the Supreme Court and clistrict judges
of the United States.
and Secretary.
The President of the Seriate pro tew~@o?-e
Seiiators and officers of tlie Seiiate.
Foreign ~ninistersand siiites.
tJiiited States and Mexican coniinissioiiers for t h e adjiistrneiit of claims under~ -the
- ~
coiiveritioii with Mexico.
Rletribers of the IIoiise of Representatives, and officers.
Governors of States and Territories and inenibers of State legislatures.
Juclges c>f the circuit and criminal courts of the District of Colunibia, with the
members of the bar and officers of the courts.
Tlie judges of the several States.
Tlie Coinptrollers of the 'I'reasury, Auditors, Treasurer, Register, Solicitor, and
Coinniissioners of Lancl Office, Pensioiis, Indiari Affairs, Patents, and Public
13iiildings.
The clerks, etc., of the several Departnieiits, preceded by their respective chief
clerks, and al1 other civil officers of tlie Governn~ent.
Officers of the Revolutioii.
Ofiicers and soldiers of t h e late war wlio served iirider the conimancl of the
late Presi<leiit.
Corporate authorities of lVashiiigton.
Corporate aiithorities of C>eorgetowri.
Cor~~or:lte
aiitliorities of Alexriiidria.
Sucli societies ancl fraternities as inay wisli to joiii tlie processioii, to report to tlie
uiarshal of the District, mlio will assigii tliei~itheir respective positions.
Citizens arid straiigers.

-

-

T h e troops dttsignated to forrn the cscort will assemble iu the avenue
north of the Presiderit's house, ancl form line precisely a t 1 1 o'clock
a. ni. on Wedriesday, the 7th iristant, xvith its right (Captairi Ringgold's
troop of light artillery) resting opposite t h e western gate.
Tlic pi-ocessionwill move precisely at 1 2 o'clock m., when miuiite guris
will be fired by detachments of artillery stationed near St. John's churcli
and the City Hall, and by the Columbian Artillery at the Capitol. A t

the same hour the bells of the several churches in Washington, Georgetown, and Alexandria will be tolled.
A t sunrise to-morrow, the 7th instant, a Federal salute will be fired
from the military stations in the vicinity of Washington, minute guns
between the hours of 1 2 and 3, and a national salute a t the setting of
the sun.
T h e usual badge of mourning will be worn on the left arm and
- on the
hilt of the sword.
T h e Adjutant-General of the Army is charged with the military
arrangements of the day, aided by the Assistant Adjutants-General on
duty a t the Headquarters of the Army.
T h e United States marshal of the District has the direction of the civic
procession, assisted by the mayors of the cities of the District and the
clerk of the Supreme Court of the United States.
By order:
ROGER JONES,
Adjutant-General United S f a t e s Army.

-

CERTIFICATE OF THE DEATH O F PRESIDENT HARRISON.
[Fmm official records, written on parchment, in the State Departrnent.]

WASHINGTON,
ApnZ g , A . D. r8gr.
William Henry Harrison, President of t h e United States, departed t h i ~
lifeat the =tls
house, in tliis city, this morning, being Sunday.
the 4th day of April, A. D. 1841, at thirty minutes before I o'clock in the
morning; we whose names are hereunto subscribed being in the house,
and some of us in his immediate presence, at the time of his decease.
W. W. SEATON,
DANI,. WEBSTER,
M a y o r of Washington.
Sewetary of S t a te
THOMAS MILLER, M. D.,
THOMAS EWING,
A t t a d i n g Physician.
Secretary of the Treasury.
ASHTON ALEXANDER, M. D.,
JNO. BELL,
Consulting Physieian.
Secretary o f W a r .
W M . HAWLEY,
J. J. CRITTENDEN,
Recfor of S f .john's Church.
A fforney-Gene~al.
A. HUN'I'ER,
PR. GRANGER,
iMnrshaZ of fhe District of CoZu??zbia.
Postmaster- General.
WM. THOS. CARROLL,
JOHN CHAMBERS,
CZerk of Sz~#reme Court U. S. C. S. TODD,
FLETCHER WEBSTER,
DAVID O. COUPLAND,
Of the President's Fa7rziZy.
Chief Clerk in fhe S f a f e Dept.
Let this be duly recorded and placed among the rolls.
DANI,. WEBSTER,
Sewetarv of
- State.
Recorded in Domestic Letter Book by-

-

A. T. McCORMICK.

REPORT OF TEIE PHYSICIANS.
[From the Daily National Intelligencer, Aprils, 1841.1

DEAR SIR: I n compliance with the request made to us by yourself
and the other gentlemen of the Cabinet, the attending and consulting
physicians have drawn u p the ahstract of a report on the President's
case, which 1 herewith transmit to yoii.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

THO. MILLER,
A ff e n d i n g Physician.

--

-

On Saturday, March 27, 1841, President Harnson, after several days' previous
indisposition, was seized with a chill and other symptoms of fever. The next day
piieurrionia, with congestion of the liver and derangement of the stomach and bowels,
was ascertained to exist. The age and dcbility of the patient, with the immediate
prostration, forbade a resort to general blood lettiiig. Topical depletion, blistering,
niid appropriate interna1 remedies subdued i n a great measure the disease of t h e
lungs and liver, but the s t o m a c ~ n t e s t i n e did
s
riot regain a healthy condition.
Pinally, on the 3cl of April, a t 3 o'clock p. m., profuse diarrhea carne oii, under which
he sank a t tliirty riiinutes t o I o'clock on the inorning of the 4th.
T h e last words uttered by the President, as heard by Dr. Worthington, were these:
"Sir, 1 wish yo11 to understand the true pririciples of the Governmerit. 1 wish them
carried out. 1 ask nothing more."
TIIO. MILLER, M. D.,

AZtending Physician.
FRED. MAY, M. D.,
N. \V. WORTHINGTON, M. D.,
J. C. HALL, M. D.,
ASHTON ALEXANDER, M. D.,

Consulting Physicians.

OATH O F OFFICE ADMINISTERED T O PRESIDENT JOHN TYLER I N
TEIE PRESENCE O F THE CABINET."
[Frotri the Daily Natiotial Iiitelligencer, April 7, 1841.1

T do solemnly swear tliat 1will faitlifiilly execute the office of Presiclerit of the Uriitecl States, and will to the best of iny ability preserve,
protect, and defend tlie Constitution of tlie United States.

JOHN TYLER.
DISTRICT OF COI.UMRIA,

C i f y and Connty of W n s h i n ~ t o nSS:
,
1, William Cranch, chief judge of the circuit court of the Mstrict of Columbia,
rertify that the ahove-iiaiiied John Tyler persoriaily appeared beforc riie tliis day,
and although he deenis himself qualified to perform the duties and exercise the
*The Secreíaiy of the Navy was absent from the city.
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powers and office of President on the death of William Henry ~ a r r i c o n late
,
hesident of the United States, without any other oath than that which he has taken as
Vice-President, yet a s doubts may arise, and for greater caution, took and subscribed
the foregoing oath before me.
W. CRANCH.
APRIL 6, 1841.

TO THE

PROCLAMATION.
PEOPLEOF THE UNITED
A RECOMMENDATION.

STATES.

When a Christian people feel themselves to be overtaken by a great
public calamity, it becomes them to humble themselves under the dispensation of Divine Providence, t o recognize His righteous government
over the children of men, to acknowledge His goodness in time past, as
well as their own unworthiness, and to supplicate H i s merciful protection
f6r the future.
The death of Williarn Henry Harrison, late President of the United
States, so soon after hís elevation to that high office, is a bereavement
peculiarly calculated to be regarded as a heavy affliction and to impress
al1 minds with a sense of the uncertainty of human things and of the
dependence of nations, as well as individuals, upon our Heavenly Parent.
1 have tlnmght, t h m r e a h a t at shoula be acting in conformity with
the general expectation and feelings of the community in recornmending, as 1 now do, to the people of the United States of every religious
denomination that, according to their severa1 modes and forms of worship,
they observe a day of fasting and prayer by such religious services as
may be suitable on tlie occasion; and 1 recommend Friday, the 14th day
of May next, for that purpose, t o the end that on that day we may al1
with one accord join in humble and reverential approach t o - H i m in
whose hands we are, invoking Him to inspire u s with a proper spirit
and temper of heart and mind under these frowns of His providence and
still to bestow H i s gracious benedictions upon our Government and our
country.
JOHN TYLER.

-

[For "A resolution manifesting the sensibility of Congress upon
the event of the death of William Henry Harrison, late President of
the United States,' ' see p. 55 .]

