WASHINGTON,February 28, 1 8 4 3 .
T o fhe Senate of fhe U n i f e d States:
1 transmit to the Senate, for its consideration with a view to ratiiication, a converition further to provide for the payment of awards in
favor of claimants uader t h e convention between the United States and
the Mexican Republic of the 11th of April, 1839, signed in the City of
Mexico on the 30th day of last month. A copy of the instructions from
the Department of State t o the minister of the United States at Mexico
relative t o the convention and of the dispatches of that minister to t h e
Department is also communicated. By adverting to t h e signatures appended t o the original draft of the convention as trarismitted from the
Department of State t o General Thompson it will be seen that the convention a s concluded was substantially approved by t h e representatives
of a large majority in value of the parties immediately interested.
J O H N TYLER.

Fe6ruavy 28, r8gcj.
WASHINGTON,
To fhe House of Representatives:
1communicate to t h e House of Representatives a report from the Secretary of State, which, with the documents* accompanying it, furnishes
the information requested by their resolution of the 18th instant.
J0H.N TYLER.
-

WASHINGTON,
March 3 , r 8 g 3 .
To fhe Senafe of fke Unifea? Sfates:
I n submitting the name of Henry A. Wise to the Senate for the missiori to France, 1 was led to do so by considerations of his high talent, his
exalted character, and great moral worth. The country, 1 feel assured,
would be represented a t Paris in the person of Mr. Wise by one wholly
urisurpassed in exalted patriotism and well fitted to be t h e representative
of his country abroad. His rejection b y the Senate has caused me t o
reconsider Tiis qualifications, and 1 see no cause to doubt that he is eminently qualified for t h e station. 1 feel it, therefore, to be my duty to
renominate him.
1 riominate Henry A. Wise, of Virginia, to be envoy extraordinary and
niirlister plenipotentiary to the Court of H i s Majesty t h e King of t h e
French, in place of Lewis Cass, resigned.
J O H N TYLER.

T o the Senafe of fke U n i t e d States:
I n submitting to you the name of Caleb Cushing as Secretary of the
Treasury, 1did so in fnll view of his consummate abilities, his unquestioned patriotisrn and fiill capacity t o discharge with honor to liimself
*Correspondence hritween the representatives of f o r e i ~ ngovernmetits a n d the United States
relative to the operation of the tariff lawc on treaties existing with forcign governments.
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and advantage to the country the high and important duties appertaining
to that ~ e ~ a r t m eof
n tthe Government. The respect which 1 have for
the wisdom of the Senate has a u s e d me again, since his rejection, t c
reconsider his merits and his qualifications. That review has satisfied
me that 1 could not have a more able adviser in the administration of
public affairs or the country a more faithful officer. 1 feel it, therefore,
to be my duty to renominate him.
1nomiñate Caleb Cushing to be Secretary of the Treasury, in the place
of Walter Forward, resigned.
JOHN TYLER.

1herewith transmit to the House of Representatives copies of the final
report and appendices of the joint commission appointed to explore and
survey tlie boundary line between the States of Maine and New Hampshire and the adjoining British Provinces, together with a general map
showing the results of their labors.
JOHN TYLER.

-

Report o f t h e commissioners appointed by the President of fhe United States for the
purpose of expZoring and surveying the boundary Zine óetween the SLates of Maine
and N e w Hampshire and Lhe B d i s h Provinces."
W A S I ~ I N G T O27,
X 1843.
~ Y ~
Hon. DANIELWEBSTER,
Secreta~yof S a t e .
SIR:The operations of the divisions under t h e direction of the severa1 commissioners during the past season have been as follows, viz:

The work remaining t o be performed by t h e division under t h e direction of the
chairman of the board was a s foilows:
I. The completion of the survey of the line of highlands x o u n d t h e sources of the
Rimouski, filling up the gap left ir1 former surveys in the line of boundary claimed
by the United States.
2. The siirvey of the line of highlanrls rising from the northerri side of the Bay of
Chaleurs a t its western extremity from the point visited and measured i n 1840 to its
connection with the line surveyed in 1841 in the vicinity of Lake Metis.
3. Thc astrononiical determination of the longitude of one or more points in the
siirveyed lines, in order t o the coinpilation of a geographical map of undeniable
accuracy.
The party, which was dispatched at the earliest possible period, having been recalled
by a special messenger as soon as the signature of the treaty of Washington was made
known to the c~mmissioner,no more than the first of these objects was attempted,
and sonie of the observations that would have been considered necessary to make
*This report proper and Appendin No. r are the only portions of the original final r e p r t which
can be found filed with the archives of the commission. The copy of the report which was transmitted to the House of Representatives is rnissing from the files of the House. A careful search
in the Government libraries of Washington warrants m e i n asserting that the report has never
been ~ ~ ~ U ~ C ~ . - C O M P I ~ E R .
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this survey useful as evidence in case of a furtlier discussion of t h e subject of boundary were not conipleted. The expedition has, however, obtained for its results an
accurate survey of t h e Green River of St. John from its mouth to the portage between it and the South Branch of the Katawamkedgwiek, a survey of that portage,
and a careful chain and compass survey of tlie highlands surrounding tlie soiirces
of Kiuiouski. The first of these is connected with the survey of the river St. John
made by Major Grabani; the last was uiiited a t its two extremities with stations of
the survey of 1841. Throughout the whole of the siirveys the latitudes were carefully
cletemiined, by the ~netlioclsemployed dmring the former years, at a sufficient niimber of points. Tiie longitudes have been estiniated by the use of clironometers, but
t h e sudden recall of the party left the latter part of the task incomplete. Any defect
arisirig froin the latter cause may be considered as in a great degree eonipensated by
the coniicctions referred t o with @e work of Major Graham and the surveys of the
previous years.
Tlie party left I'ortlanrl to take the fielcl on the 18th J~ine,and reached the Graiid
I'alls of tlie St. Joliri on its return on the 25th Aiigust.
Tlie surplus stot-es, with the boa% and camp equipage, were stored there, and were
afterwarcls traiisferred t o the parties of the two other commissioners.
A map of the operations of this division was placed on file i n tlie State Department
on the 27th Decetnber.
The distarice siirveyecl aloiig Green River froui its mouth t o the portage is 57
miles, the length of tlie portage 5% miles, the distance measured in exploration
of tlie reniaining portion of the 'mundary claimed by the United States 61% miles,
making in al1 124 miles.
11.

The parties nnder the direction of A. Talcott entered npon their field duties about
the iniddle of September, and completed that branch of tlie service by the 5th of
November.
During that period tlie following rivers and streams were surveyed:
I. The " niain St. Johri River" from tlie mouth of the "Alleguash " to the Forks.
2. The "Southwest Brancli" to its source at the Metjarmette portage.
3. Tlie "South Rranch," or "Wool-as-ta-qua-guam," to 5 miles above Bakers
Lake and riear to t h e exploriiig line o£ 1841 along the highlands claimed by Great
Britaiii.
4. The " West Branch," or "Mat-ta-wa-q~iam," to its source in the highlands.
5. The "Nortl~westBranch" to its source in the highlands.
6. Tlie " 13ig Bi~ickRiver," or "Chiiri-pas-a-ooc-ten," to its source.
7. Tlie " Little D1:ick liiver," or " Pas-a-ooc-tvíi."
8. Tlie " Chiui-ineai-ti-cook River " as far as i~avigable.
The clinracter of :111 these streams is t h e sariie-slack water of inoderate <leptli
a1tern:ltitig with rapids. They u n never be riavigated by anything larger thari a
bntc-nii.
Tlie nicthod of survey was to trace the coiirse of each streani by compass, estiniatitig <listaricesby tlie eye, or by pacing wheri the nature of tlie rnargin of the river
would permit.
Tlie average distance coursed per day was about 9 inilcs, aiid at tlie cam-Jsformed
ni: iiigiit astrorioniieal observations north ancl soutli of thc zeiiitli were tnade to detcrriiitie tlieir positioii in kititude, and observ~ltionsfor tlie local time to ascertaiii their
rlifferences of longitude.
Meridian observatioris of tlie sun were also made at a point intermediate t o the
catiiI>swlieiiever tlicy coul<lbe obtaiiiecl.
Tliirty-three of these poiuts have been used in the correction of the paced and
estirriated distances.
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Tables exhibiting these observations, their calculation and results, will accompang
the detailed maps.
With a view to facilitate the operations of the joint amimission it was conceived
to be important that the intersection of the parallel of 46O 25' with the Southwest
Branch should be ascertained, as also the point on the Northwest Branch (10 miles
from the main St. John) where the boundary line from the outlet of Lake Pohenagamook intersects the said branch.
It is believed that these points are projected on the map which accompanies this
report so near to their t r u e ~ o s i t i o nthat the line indicating the boundary as drawn
on the map may be considered to substantially exhibit the division of temtory as
effected by the late treaty.
The more thorough knowledge acquired through these explorations of the character of the temtory which has been relinquished by the United States fully conñrms
the opinion previously entertsined of its little value, either for its timber growth or
for purposes of agriculture.
Bordering on the ' L Big Black " and " Little Black " rivers the growth of pine is
large and apparently o£ good quality, and it is believed that most of the smaller
streams falling into the St. John below the " Seven Islands " will be found fringed
with pine, but it is quite certain that very little will be found included between the
lines of boundary and the highlands as claimed by the United States to the westward
of St. Francis River.
The office work of this party is nearly completed, al1 the calculations arising from
the a s t r o n o m i ~ v a t i o n have
s
been made, and the detailed maps (five in number) drawn to the scale of 1:5o,oco(or nearly 1% inches to I mile), exhibiting the
result of the surveys in 1840, 1841, and 1942, are in such a state of forwardness as to
insure their completion by the middle of Febmary.
These explorations and surveys embrace1. The highlands as claimed by the United States, extending from the no&ernmost head of the Connecticut River to the portage road which leads from the St.
Lawrence River to Lake Temiscouata.
2. The highlands as claimed by Great Britain from the Metjarmette portage to the
cource of the .kroostook River.
3. Al1 the principal heads or branches o£ the Connecticut River north of the fortyfifth degree of latitude.
4. The St. John and al1 its principal branches or tributaries west of the Alleguash
River.
111.
The division under the direction of Major Graham has been employed during the
past season in making the following surveys, viz:
I. I n prolonging the meridian of the monument at the sourceof the river St. Croix.
2. In making a survey of the Little Madawaska River, a tributary to the Aroostook,
froni its mouth to its sourcc in the Madawaska Lakes.
3. I n surveying the group of lakes lying northwest of the Madawaska Lakes,
known by the appellation of the Eagle Lakes, or sometimes by the aboriginal one of
the Cheaplawgan Lakes, and especially to ascertain if those lakes, or any of them,
ehiptied their waters into the river St. John by any other outlet than Fish River.
4. A survey of the portion of Fish River included between the outlet of Lake
Winthrop and the river St. John.
5. A survey of the river St. John between the Grand Falls and the mouth of the
Alleguash.
6 . A survey of the Alleguash from its mouth to its source.
7 A survey of the river St. Francis from its mouth to the outlet of Lake St. F'rancis.
8. I n making astronomical observations for the latitude and longitude of the Grand
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Falls and the mouths of the Grand, the Green, Madawaska, Fish, and St. 'Prancis
rivers.
Early in July a party under the direction of an officer of Topographical Engineers
was sent into the field and directed to occupy the most uorth?rn astronomical station
fixed t h e precedirig year upon the irue meridian o£ the monument at the source of
the river St. Croix, with t h e view of being prepared to complete its trace to the northwest angle of Nova Scotia before the termination of the season i n case the pending
negotiations for a conventional boundary should fail.
T h e trne uiendian was iii this way prolonged to a point 19niiles north of the station alluded to of last year, or 13% miles north of its intersection with the river St.
Johri, reaching to the summit of the height immediately south of Grand River, where
a permanent station was fixed. The point t h u s fixed is
miles north of the monument a t the murce of t h e St. Croix.
This portion of the work was performed by the 15th of August, at which period i t
was considered inexpedient to iucur the expense of continuing it any farther.
A party uiider tlie direction of another officer of Topographical Engineers, which
took the field also i n July was charged with the surveys of t h e Little Madawaska
River, the Eagle or Cheaplawgan Lakes, tlie portion of Fich River from the outlet of
Lake W i n t h r o p o n e of the Eagle group-to its débouché irito the St. John, of t h e
river St. John, thence t o the meridian of t h e source of the St. Croix, aiid finally of
the Alleguash froni its niouth to its source.
The Little Madawaska was ascended i n bateaux from its mouth to its source,
which is found in the Madawaska Lakes, and a trace of the river was made by
coursing with a coqpass and estimatiiig t h e distantes, which were checked by astronomical observatioris for latitude and longitude.
T h e positio~iof its niouth had been fixed by the surveys of t h e preceding year, and
observations for latitude and longitude w e r e - d e a t a point intermediate between
its m o ~ i t hand its source and also a t t h e junction of the two lakes which form its
source. The trace of the river was corrected so as to agree with the results of these
observations before being laid down upon tlie map.
A portage of S , ? ?miles was cut from t h e Madawaska to t h e Eagle Lakes, whicli are
only 4% miles apart in a direct line. T h e party transported their baggage and boats
by this portage aiid laiinched them on Lake Sedgwick, the most southern and largest
of the Eagle groiip.
This group, wliich is composed of t h e Winthrop, Sedgwick, Preble, Bear, and
Cleveland lakes, being al1 connected one with another by water communications
between them, was carefully surveyed by trianplatiiig theni and coursiiig their
sliores with the chaiii and compass, except those parts which were so straight as t o
render the work sufficientlyaccurate by sketching those portions between consecutive
points of triangulation of no great distance apart. They were also counded so far as
t o obtaiii their general depths.
The survey was contitiued frorn the outlet of Lake Winthrop down Fish River t o
its mouth, which was found to be the only outlet froni this group to the river St.
Joliii.
1,ake Cleveland, the most northern and deepest of t h e group, was connected i n
position with the river St. John at a point 2 nliles below t h e upper chape1 of t h e
Madawaska settlenient, by a chained and coursed line following the portage represeiited on the niap 5
v
6 miles long.
The Alleguash was ascended in the montli of October in bateaux and canoes from
its niouth to its source i r i Lake Telos, a distance of about 94 miles. The river and
its lakes were coiirsed by a compass, the distarices estimated, and the projection resultiiig tlierefroni corrected before being placed upoii the niap by means of astronomical
observations at eight intermediate points between its mouth and its cource. The lakes
- in order
were triangulated by means of magnetic bearings as far as was practicable,
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to obtain their widths and general contour. I n the vicinity of Chamberlain Lake
use has also been made of a recent s~irveyof Mr. Paríott, a surveyor in the employ
of the State of Maine, to whom we acknowledge ourselves indebted for the aid which
this portion of his valuable labors furnished us.
Between the head of Lake Telos and Webster Pond, one of the sources of the
East Branch of the Penobscot, there is a portage of only I mile and a half. This,
together with a small cut or canal, made in 1841 to connect the waters of Lake Telos
with those of Webster Pond, enabled the party which made this survey to proceed
with their boats and baggage down the ~enobscotto Bangor, where they and their
surplus stores were disposed of.
A survey of the river St. John was made in the month of September with the chain
and compass from the mouth of Fish River to the intersection of the meridian of the
monument at the source of the St. Croix with the St. John. This survey wsij oiterwards extended eastward to the Grand Falls, in order to connect with the astronomical station established there, and westward to the mouth of the Alleguash, embracing
d i s t a n c e of 87 miles. The islands were al1 surveyed, aud the channels on either side
of them sounded.
The commissioner, having had other duties assigned him in reference to the question of boundaty, did not take &e field in person until September. Between the
middle of that month and the middle of December he was occupied in performing
the field duties assigned him by the Department of State.
The party conducted by him in person made the astronomical observations for the
determination of the latitude and-tude
of the Grand Falls of the St. John, and
of the mouths of the Grand, Green, Madawaska, Fish, and St. Francis rivers, al1
tributary to the St. John.
The same party also made a survey of the river St. Francis from its mouth to
the outlet of Lake St. Francis, a distance of Sr miles.
This river was coursed by means of a compass, and whenever the nature of the
shores would pemit the distances from bend t o bend were either measured with
a chairi or paced. Through the greater part of the stream, however, the impediments offered by the thick and small growth near the shores rendered this degree
of minuteness impracticable and a recort to estimating the distances by the eye, well
practicea by previous actual measurements, became necessary.
Before putting the trace of the river thus derived upon the map it was adjusted to
correspond with the results of astronomical observations for latitude and longitude
at twelve intermediate points between its mouth and the outlet of Lake St. Francis.
Its three principal lakes, viz, Pettiquaggamas, Petteiquaggamak, and Pohenagamook,
were triangulated and sounded as exhibited by the maps of detail yet to be handed in
of the operations of this division.
A profile of the river, exhibiting the slope of the country through which it flows,
was obtained by barometric observations made at fifteen points between its mouth
and the bridge where it is intersected by the Grand portage road.
A connection was made with Long Lake, a tributary to Lake Temiscouata, by a
chained liiie from a point 0x1 the St. Francis 2 miles below the rnouth of Blue River
to the western shore of Long Lake, by which it was ascertained that the shore of this
lake approached within 2% miles of the river St. Francis.
niiles from
The outlet of Lake Pohenagamook was reached in a distance of 49::
the mouth of the St. Prancis following the sinuosities of tlie river on the 18th of
October.
A camp was established on the southwest shore of the lake at its outlet for the
purpose of making the necessary astronomical observations to deter~iiincthe latitnde
and longitude of this position. Ten days were spent here for this object, out of which
we had only three uights that were favorable for observation. These were iniproved
as far as possible, and +heresults obtained, combined with those obtained by Captaip

Talcott's parties ori t h e Northwest and Soutliwest branches of the St. John, have fiirnished the elenients for laying down upon tlie general map the straight lines which
sliow tlle boundary as i t is required t o run between the highlands and the river St.
Johri under the treaty of 1842. These furnisli data for an accurate exhibition of the
cxtent of tcrritory included by this portion of the boundary as fixed by that treaty.
The south shore of Lake Pohenagamook forms an angle of about roo0 with the
direction of the strcam which flows froui it, ami marks witli great certainty the poiiit
a t vihich, according t o t h e late treaty, tlie straight line is t o be commenced in riiiitiiiig tlie boudary southwestwacd to the Nortliwest Brancli of the river St. John.
The work of this division was connected with that of Captain Talcott's division of
tlie preceding year b y noting the position of a common point 0 x 1 the western shore
of 1,ake Pohenagamook riear its head.
Tlie commissioner and his party reached the Grand portage, or British military road,
where i t crosses the river St. Francis oii 'he 2d of November, and connected their
work with that of Professor Renwicvs division of the preceding year at the bridge
near Fournier's house.
Observations were also made at this bridge for the latitude and longitude, when
the weather was favorable, between t h e nights of the zd and 5th of November, and a
connection was made i r 1 longitude with tlie meridian of Quebec by comparisons of the
local time with tliree chronometers trarisported from the first t o the last mentioned
place between tlie 6th and 10th of November.
Tliis comparison was repeated on the return of the commissioner by observing
a
the St. Francis bridge beforementioned on the night of the 10th of December,
witli the thermometer ranging during these observations from I I t o l g O below zero
of Fahrenheit's scale, there being then near 4 feet of snow upon the ground. T h e
coniniissioner theri proceeded by the Grand portage road, and the road which pursucs
the rnargin of Teniiscouata Lakeand the valleys of the MadawaskaandSt. John rivers.
to tlie rriouth of Green River, where ori the night of the 12th of December h e agaiti
observcd at ihe sarne point where his observations of the 29tli of September were maclc
while ascending the Si. John. These completed, he proceeded to the Grand Falls,
and ori the 14th of December clischarged his party, whicli terxninated his field duties
for the seacon.
Tlie distance siirveycd alotig the iiew line of boundary by this division the past
season i s
Alorig tlie river St. Johii from the rneridian of the rnonument of the source of
the St. Croix to the rnoiith of tlie river St. Frincis...........................
2. Along the river St. Francis from its inouth to tlie outlet of Lake Polienag*
niook ...........................................................................

Miles.

I.

Total ........................................................................

71%
49%
121%

A map marked LZ,
on a scale of I :400,000, exhibiting tlie lines respectively claimed
by tlie two riatioris nnder the treaty of 1733,as well as that adopted by the treaty of
1842, is lierewith presented. By reference tliereto tlie operatioiis of the severa1 divisions cluring the preserit and previoiis years \vil1 be better understood.
a niore particular view of the sur\.eys ancl exp1or;itions inade under the directioii of each of tlic coinmissio~iers,incliiditig descriptions «f tlie face of the coutitry,
riavigation of streanis, etc., tlie undersigned respectfully rcfer to tlieir respective narratives Iiereto appended, and to tlie niaps of detail deposited by each iti the Uepartnierit of State.
.Al1 which is respectfully submitted.
J A S . RENTVICK,
A. T;\LCO'I'T,
JAMES D. GRAHAM,

Commissione~s.
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OPERATIONS O F THE DIVISION UNDER THE DIRECTION O P JAMES RENiWICK,
L t . D., CHAIRMAN OR THS BOARD.
1.-Opnations

du&g

the year 184r.

I. At as early a period as there was any probability of the country being accesible
two engineers were dispatched from the city of New York for the purpose of exploring the Rimouski River. This had been crossed by the commissioner late in the
previous season. It had been ascertained that it took its source much farther to
&e south than was represented on any map, and that at its head would be the greatest ditüculty in the intended researches. It was, besides, considered necessary that
skillful boatmen and practiced woodsmen should be, engaged in Canada. These
it was believed could be found in Quebec, and the chief of this detachment, with
an appointment as acting commissioner, was directed to perform this duty on his
route.
This detachment accordingly left New York on the 22d May. On reaching Quebec it was found that the proper persons could only be engaged at Trois Rivieres.
A delay was thus occasioned before this part of the duty could be performed. The
detachment, however, reached Rimouski 4th June, where the snow was still found
upon the ground and the river barely fit for the access of boats. No time had therefore been lost, and the reconnoissance of the -as
successfully performed. The
detachment, after passing al1 the establishmexits of lumberers, extended its explorations beyond the remotest Indian paths, and leaving its boats penetrated on foot
severa1 niiles to the south of the highest point of the stream in which boats could
noat. In this progress through unexplored ground a lake wholly unknown was discovered. The results of this expedition were embodied in a map, which on examination by parties furnished with better means was found accurate.
It was found by this party that the Rimouski presented difficultieswhich would
forbid its ascent by a party provided with stores and instruments for the prosecution
of a survey along the height of land, and that it would be impracticable even to
make it the route of an expedition to reach its own source. The little knowledge
which was possessed of its upper course and the fact that it had probably never been
explored even by Indian hunters were accounted for by its difficulty ?f access, which
would forbid the carriage of a sufficient supply of provisions for consumption during
its ascent anddescent. On other streams difficulties of this sort had been and were
afterwards overcome by the use of the bateaux of the Penobscot, of greater burthen
and strength than the birch canoes, but the continua1 repetition of portages on the
Rirnouski forbade the use of any vessel heavier than the latter.
z. The main body of engineers, etc., was ordered to assemble in New York on the
15th May, for which time a vessel was chartered for the purpose of conveying them,
with stores sufficientfor an expedition of five months and the necessary instruments
and camp equipage, to Metis, on the St. Lawrence. The experieuce of the former
season had shown that the country was so poor as to furnish little for the support
of a numerous party, and it was believed that even game and fish would be found
scarce at the points where supplies would be most needed. I t was therefore to be
chosen between laying in the supplies in New York or in Quebec, and while the
great advantage of conveying al1 the important instruments by sea turned the scale
in favor of the former place, it has been ascertained that the decision was i n other
respects correct, for the dangers and difficulties of navigating the St. Lawrence
might have frustrated altogetner, and would certainly have materially delayed, the
commencement of the main survey.
The sailing of the vessel was delayed, in expectation of the arrival of instruments
7
-

,

from Europe, iintil t h e 30th of May, when a sufíicient supply for beginning t h e
operations arrived.
Iii t h e meantiine Mr. Lally, one of t h e first assistants, was directed to proceed t o
Bangor, in Maine, for t h e purpose of procuring boats and inen to manage them.
These were obtained and brought down t h e Penobscot t o Castine, where they were
on tlie 8th June embarked iri the vessel which camed the rest of the party, and which
hacl orders to cal1 a t tliat port for the purpose. The experience of the previous year
hacl manifested the great superionty of t h e bateaux of the Penobscot over al1 other
vesscls i n tlie navigatioii of sliallow arid rapid rivers. T h e physical energy and
enterprise of the boatmen of that river had also been known. It was believed t h a t
it was not only essential t h a t a considerable proportion of tlie laboring force should
be American citizeris, but that much good would resiilt froni emulation between t h e
boatmeii of the Penobscot and the Caiiadian voyageurs. T h i s expectation was i n a
great degree confirined by the result, for although it niust b e stated with regret that
it hecame necessary a t a n early period t o discharge soine of t h e Americans, tlie
remainder were niodels of intelligence, sobriety. industry, and perseverance, a n d
eritered irito the work, not with the feelings of hired laborers, but with those of men
who felt that the interest of their country was a t stake.
3 . The commissiorier did not leave New Uork iintil 30th of June, being delayed i n
expectatioii of more instrunients. A part of these only liad arrived, but further delay
miglit have been injurious. Proper instructions had been given for setting t h e party
in motion in case it could be organize~lbefore he joined it, but these were rendered
iiugatory by the len@WüRhe vessel's passage. This did not reach Metis ti11 7th July,
so that the commissioner, arriving on t h e gth, was in time t o direct t h e first operations iri person. Tlie stores, boa$s, and instrurnents liad been landed and partially
carried to a camp on t h e river above tlie falls. A heavy rain on the 10th July renclerecl tlie roads almost impassable, and i t was not ti11 t h e morning of the rztli t h a t
t h e first detachment could be embarked. Tliis was comprised of Dr. O. Goodrich,the assistant commissary, tu-o surveyors, and an accistant engineer. The first was i n
charge of stores sufficient for six weeks' consnniption. T h e surveyors had orders
to survey tlie river for tlie purpose of connecting it with tlie lirie of exploration, and
t h e latter was directed to niake barometric observations. T h e commissiorier and t h e
reniaining engineers were detained a t Metis by the necessary astronomic observations. These beirig completed, the instruments, camp equipage, and a portion of t h e
stores were embarked, and the main body proceeded up t h e river about noon on
tlie 15th July.
4. Tlie river was found to be still swolleii by the melting of the snows on tlie highlarids near its source, and, being at al1 times rapid, the progress of the party was
attended hoth with (lifficulty and danger. One of the birch canoes, aithough mariaged b y a skillful voyageur, was twice upset, and one of tbe l,nasily loaded bateaux
filled with water iri a rnpid. She result of tlie first accident vas unimportant, except
as respected the percoiial comfort of one of the pnrty, u7110 lost his clothing wiieti it
could iiot be replaced; tlie second accident caused the loss of sonie valuable stores.
A gnidc had beeri procured ir1 the persori of n Canadiari wlio was said to have acted
i n t h e sanie capacity to Captairi Broughton, wlio liad descended the river by order of
tlie cominissioners of Great Britain in 1840. So lona as the services of tlie guide
u-ere uniiiiportant he was foiin<liiitelligerit aiid acqiiainted u-ith tlie country, but
o11 passiiig beyond t h e regioii usually visjted by Iiimbering parties lie maiiifested a
very scarity knowledge. I t had been tlie intention of tlie corri~nissionerto ascend
to Lake Metis and t l ~ e n c eproceed to t h e height of land by ati old portsge said to
havc existed froni tliat lakc to tlie one nt tlie licad of tlic Graiiile Fourche of tlie
Rcstigoiiclie, which liad been explored by the commissiotier iii 1840. Lake Metis
was chosen because al1 former acconnts, arid particularly those of the surveyors of
the joiiit commission under the fifth article of tlie treaty of Ghent, represented this
M P-VOL iv--16
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a s the body of water seen to t h e northwest of the termination of t h e exploring
meridian line. T h e guide appeared t o confirm this impression, and held out índucements that led to the belief that h e was acquainted with the portage i n question.
The nearer, however, it was approached the less seemed t o be his confidence. When
there appeared t o be come reason t o doubt his competency or his will, a place in the
river was reached where it divided into two branches of nearly equal magnitude. On
inquiry from t h e p i d e it was ascertained that the easternmost o£these was t h e main
Metis, the other t h e Mistigougeche (Riviere au Foin). Although the la-er appeared
t o be the most direct course to the boundary, it was still believed, and nothing could
be learned from him to the contrary, that the former led to the termination of the
exploring meridian line. The party of Dr. Goodrich had gone up the Metis, aud it
was necessary t o communicate with i t before any change in plan could be made.
The commissioner therefore entered the main Metis, and in the evening overtook
the surveyors, who had been unable t o keep the survey u p with the progress of the
boats. An express was therefore sent forward to stop the boats, and, t h e party
encamping, astronomic observations were made for t h e solution of the difficulty in
which it appeared t o be enveloped. A detachment was also sent out to explore to
the eastward of t h e Metis. This reached the Lake of t h e Little Red River, and from
its banks took bearings to what appeared to be the greatest mountain of t h e country.
This is known by t h e name of Paganet, and lies to t h e southwest of Lake Matapediac.
forming a part of t h e highlands which are co obviously described as the boundary of
the Province of Quebec in the proclamation of 1763. I t s h-was
reported to be
probably 3,feet, but as it has appeared in the course of the survey that heights
in that region may easily be overestimated, it can not be safely taken a t more than
2,500feet. The result of the astronomic observatioris seemed to show t h a t the main
stream would&dtoo
far to t h e eastward, and after niature deliberation it was
resolved that t h e course should be retraced and the Mistigougeche ascended. The
first part of t h e operation was attended with little delay. Half an hour sufficed for
reaching the forks, whence the party had beeu six hours in monnting. i h e guide
also stated that t h e Mistigougeche was a much less difficult stream than Metis. Of
the comparative facility, except for a few miles of t h e latter, no opportunity for
judging was obtained; but these were so di6cult a s t o confirm his statement. On
the other hand, t h e former was found to be much worse than it had been represented
by him. H i s knowledge, in fact, was limited to its state in wiuter, for i t appeared
from a subsequent interview with Captain Broughton t o be doubtful whether he had
served in the employ of that officer; aud it can be well imagined that t h e river when
locked up in ice should present a n aspect of far less rapidity than wheii rushing
with its springtide violente. T h e Mistigougeche was fouiid to be intercepted by a
fa11 of a few feet, which could not be passed by tlie boats when loaded, although the
Penobscot men boldly and successfully carried theirs u p when empty, i n which feat
they were imitated by the voyageurs, who had at first deemed it impossible. The loads
of the boats were carried over a portage, and iii this operati011the chronorneters were
found to deviate from each other, showiug a manifest cliange of rate i n some or al1
of them. This may be ascribed t o a cliaiige iii the mode of transportation, but was
more than could be reasonably anticipated, considering the shortness of tlie portage
( 2 , 0 0 0 yards) aiid the great care t h a t was taken i n conveying them.
At some distance above t h e falls a lake of moderate size was reached, embosomed iil hills aiid
embarrassed a t its upper end with grass. From t h e last feature it was ascertained
that both lake and river take tlieir epithet of Grassy (Riviere au Foin, and, iii Indian,
of Mi~tigou~geche,
or Grassy Lake). At this lake t h e party of the commissioner was
in advance of tiie loaded boats. A lialt was therefore riiade and a party seiit out to
explore to the westward. This party reached an eniinence whence a lake was seeii,
which the guide stated to be the head of a branch of the Rimouski, far distant, as he
averred, from any waters of the Restigouche. Subsequent examination has shown
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that this party hacl actually reached the height of land and that the survey of the
boundary might have been advantageously commenced from this point.
On leaviiig t h e lake the river was found to have a gentle current for a few
miles. It was then interrupted by a bed of timber, after passing which i t became
a s rapid as ever. In a short time, however, a noble sheet of water was reaclied, surrouncled by lofty hills, and of great deptli. At the upper end of this a place was
chosen for a statioilary camp, and preparations were made for proceeding t o the land
survey. Wliile thcse wcre going forward willi as ruuch dispatch as possible, Mr.
I,ally, one of tlie first assistants, was cletached to reconnoiter the inlet of t h e lake.
Duritig his abseiicc observations were taken and the rates of the chrononieters worked
up. Of the four itistruments with whicli tlie expedition was furnished, two had varied
froni the other two on tlie portage. Al1 were of good reputation, and no means
existed of deteriniriing on which pair reliance could be placed. From t h e rates of
two of tliem i t appeared that the camp was situated 12 miles to the northwest of the
tree chosen by t h e American surveyors in 1818 as marking the northwest angle of
Nova Scotia. Actual survey has shown that the distance is about 10 miles. The
result given by tlie chronometers was speedily confimed by the return of Mr. Lally,
wlio reported that lie had actually reached the marked tree, well known t o him by
liis visit to it the year before, and that h e had pursued for a couple of miles t h e line
cut out subsequeiitly by Captain Brouglitoii.
6. The preparatioiis being conipleted, -3fessrs. H. B. Renwick and Lally were sent
out, eacli at tlie head o£ a sufficienkpí=ty, with iiistructions to proceeil togetlier to
tlic west until ihey reached waters runriitig to the Restigoiiche and theri t o divide,
MI-. 1,ally proceediiig to tlie northwcst siigle arid Mr. Renwick toward Rimonski
Each was directed to piirsue as far a s possible the height of land and t o remain in
-~
~tlie field as long as tlie supplies whicli tlie men could carry would permit. Tliey
were also ordered t o mark their path i r i order to insure a safe return, a s well as al1
tlie stations of theil- barometric observatioris. Each of t h e laborers was loaded with
56 pounds besides his own baggage atid ax, and the engineers and surveyors carried
thcir own baggage arid iilstrumeuts. T h e comniicsioner,with one assistant, reiiiained
in tlic statioilary cattip for the purpose of determining the longitude accurately and
of rnnking corresponding barometric observations.
7 . I n this place it will b.? proper t o statc that the lake which was thus reaclled
-,as ascertainecl witli certainty to be that seeii by the surveyors of the joint coinmissioti iri 1818,aiicl which was by therii supposed to be Lake Metis. As it lias no narne
yet assigriecl to it, i t has been callcd iipon our maps Lake Johiison, in liotior of the
Auiericari surveyor by whom it was first visitcd. I t is r,m7 feet above the leve1 of
the sea, being iriore thaii twice as iii~iclias tlie total fa11 assigned to the waters of the
I\.lctis iti the report of Messrs. Mudge arid Featherstonhaugli. So great a11 elevatiou
i t i so sliort n coiirse is sufficient to nccoiiiit for the great rapidity of the stream. To
illiistrate tliis rapiclity in aii obvioiis niailiier, the bircli caiiocs, which oii tlie waters
of tlie St. Johti are easily managed by oric iiian, are iievcr iritriisted oii those of the
Metis to less thaii txvo. Our departure froni Metis in boats so deeply loaded, as was
afterwarrls learueil, was considered there as a desperate attempt, and althougli but
oiie of iheni sustaincd iiijury, this is t o be ascribed to tlie great ski11 of the boatitien;
and to sliow the velocity of the streani i ~ai still stronger liglit, it is to be recollected
that, aftcr dediicting the loss of time o n the Metis, niiie days of incessant labor were
spctit iii taking up tlic loaded boats, wliile the acsistaiit comrnissary whorii i t became
neccssary to send t o Metis left the statioiiary camp a t 2 o'clock in the riiornirig of
the 23th July and reached the moutli of the river before siinset of tlie sanie (lay,
after niakiiig two portages, oiie of 2 , c m yarcls aiid t l ~ cotlicr of 2 niiles.
S. Tlie first day of the operations of Messrs. H. B. Renwick and Lally xs-ns atteridcd
with an accident which had an injurious effect. The surveyor of Mr. Lally's party,
Mr. W. G. Waller, fe11 from a tree laid as a bridge across a streaIn aud lanied himseif
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from Metis along the Kempt road for the pnrpose of exploring . along the dividing
ridge between the waters of t h e Bay of Chaleurs in t h e vicinity of Lalíe Matapediac
and the St. Lawrence. This line forms the continuation of that claimed by the
United States, and is important i n its connection with the prdclamation of 1763; but
as it falls without the ground which is the subject of dispute, it was not considered
necessary t o siirvey it. The heights which could be reached were therefore measured
with the barometer, and the position of the points a t which the observations were
taken referred t o existing maps without any attempt t o correct their errors.
In the course of this reconnoissance an eminence 1,743 fe& in height, lying to the
southeast of Lake Matapediac, was ascended. Thence was had the view of a wide.
operi valley extending toward t h e southeast to the Bay of Chaleurs and bounded on
the northeast and southwest b y highlands. Tlie former were pointed out by the
guide as tlie Chic Choc Mountains, iil the district of Gaspe; the latter, it appeared
beyond question, extended t o t h e Bay of Chaleiirs, and strike it below t h e Matapediac.
A t the latter place a party detached down the Restigouche in 1840 liad measured
(he height of Beri Lomond, a highland rising abruptly from the westerii termination
of the Bay of Chaleurs, and found i t to be 1,024 feet. Thus it appears beyond the
possibility of doubt that a cliain of eminences well entitled to the name of higfilands,
both as dividing waters and rising t o the character of rnountains, depart from "¿he
northern shove of ¿he Bay of Chaleurs a t its zuestern extre%i&," bound the valley
of the nlatapediac to the northeast, aiid, bending around the lake of that name,
separate its waters from those of the Metis. These are deeply cut by valleys, whose
direction appears from the map of the reconn-ce
and from the course of the
tributary streams which occupy their liues of maxinlum slope to run from southwest
to northeast, or a t right angles t o the general course of the highlands tliemselves.
These highlands are obviously those defined i n t h e proclamation o£ 1763 and the
-commission of Governor Wilmot.
~ s s o o as
n the necessary instruments arrivrd froni Metis at the river Du Loup
a party was detached to survey t h e Temiscouata portage, a line known to be of great
iniportance t o the subseqnent operations, but whose interest has been increased from
the unexpected frequency with which the line dividirig the waters touches or crosses
it. Stores for a month's service were transported with al1 possible dispatch to Lake
Temiscouata, along with the boats and camp equipage.
Two separate parties were now formed, the one t o proceed up Temiscouata Lake,
the other t o ascend the Tuladi. The embarkation of both was completed at uoon
on the 4th September.
13. Mr. H. B. Renwick, with t h e party under his command, was directed if possible to ascend t h e niiddle or main braucli of Tuladi and forni a stationary camp at
the highest point of that stream which could be reached by boats.
Rlr. Lally liad orders to enter and follow the river Asherbish, which eriters 1,ake
Temiscouata a t its liead, until t h e progress of his boats should be iriterrupted. The
first party was directed to operate i ~ the
i
first place toward the west, lhe second
toward the east, iipon the height of land until thcy should meet eacli otlicr's rnarks.
The party of Mr. 11. B. Renwick was directed, therefore, to proceed from the head of
Tuladi and reach if possible tlie head of Riniouski, tlius forming a corinection with
tlie line explored from the head of Mistigougeclie; that of Mr. Lally t o proceed from
the head of Asherbish along t h e height of land to the Temiscouata portage. The
commissary was theri moved iip witli a large ariiount of stores and lialted o11 the
suminit of Mount Riort, to be witliiii reach of both tlie parties in case of a demand
for iiew supplies, and to receive thcin ou their return.
14. The party of &Ir. H. B. Renwick, having passed through Tuladi Lake, entered
tlie nlaiii streani of that narrie ori tlie 5th Septeriibcr. The head o£ i t had been seen
by tliat gentlcmaii iu September, 1340, and held out the promise of abundance of
water for navigation. This promise dio not fail, but i t was fotmd that the stream
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h a d probably never before been ascended, and was therefore embarrassed w i t h driftwood. After cutt'ing t h r o u g h several r a f t s witli great labor, a place was reached
where t h e stream spr8ad o u t t o a great w i d t h over beds o f gravel, and al1 further
progress in boats became impossible. I t was therefore determined t o fa11 d o w n the
stream and ascend t h e western branch, well k n o w n under t h e n a m e o f Abagusquash,
and w h i c h had been f u l l y explored in 1840. T h e resolution t o return was t a k e n o n
t h e 6th, and o n t h e evening o f t h e 9 t h t h e beaver pond at t h e head o f Abagusquash
w a s reached; here a stationary camp was established. One o f t h e m e n had wounded
h i m s e l f with an ax and three more were so ill as t o b e unfit for service. T h e numbers
were yet su5cient for short expeditions, and one was immediately fitted out for t h e
head o f Tuladi w i t h provisions t o form a cache for future operations. T h i s expedition
explored so m u c h o f t h e height o f land as would otherwise h a v e been thrown o u t o f
t h e regular order in consequence o f t h e failure t o ascend t h e niain branch o f Tuladi.
15. I n t h e meantime Mr. Lally proceeded u p Lake Temiscouata and entered t h e
Asherbish. T h i s stream w a s also found v e r y difficult, and o n t h e evening o f t h e 7 t h
n o m o r e t h a n 7 miles h a d been accomplished on it. At tliis point a stationary c a m p
was fixed a n d a detachment sent out t o explore t h e neighborhood. O n t h e 10thMr.
Lally set out t o t h e eastward, and struck t h e lower end o f Abagusquash Lake o n t h e
afternoon o f t h e 11thSeptember. Being obviously too far t o t h e south, h e ascended
t h a t streani and reached H . B. Renwick's c a m p o n t h e evening o f t h e 12th. T h e
n e x t morning h e proceeded t o t h e height o f land, and after twice crossing it reached
t
h i s stationary camp o n Asherbish at noon on t h e ~ 1 sSeptember.
O n t h i s expedition t w o o u t o f three baronieters were broken, nnd an assistant w a s
therefore sent t o seek a fresh supply f r o m t h e stores.
16. ?%e expedition sent out b y H . B. R e n w i c k t o t h e head of t h e Tuladi returned
on t l i e 13th September. O n e o f the m e n c a m e in severely wounded. and those l e f t
sick and wounded in c a m p were sti-k-forservic-hffc
also were t a k e n sick.
?
T
F
t
m
lost for t h e present t o t h e service.
O f t l i e laborers o f t h e party, one-half w
The engineer i n c o m m a n d , w h o had finished t h e observations for which h e h a d
remained in the stationary camp, determined, therefore,to proceed t o Mount Biort in
order to obtain men. Previous t o his departure o n the 15th September h e fitted o u t
a second expedition with al1 t h e disposable strength for t h e purpose o f operating
b e t w e e n t h e head o f T u l a d i and t h e point in t h e height o f land where Mr. Lally's
line diverged t o t h e southwest. T h e n e w l y engaged hands and t h e detachment o n
i t s return both reached t h e camp o n t h e Abagusquash o n the 19th o f September.
O n t h e arst, al1 arrangements having b e e n completed, Mr. H . B. Renwick, leaving
t h e assistant commissary w i t h only one m a n in t h e stationary camp, set o f f toward
t h e h e d o f Rimouski. T h i s course was pursued for six days, w h e n it became necessarYf.0 return for w a n t o f provisions, and tlie stationary c a m p was reached o n t h e ad
Octoher. O n this expedition t h e line o f exploration made in Jurie u p the R i m o u s k i
was intersected and t h e grouiid traversed i n J u l y and August seen and connected
with t h e survey, b u t it was found impossible t o penetrate along tlie height o f land
on.tlie western side o f R i m o u s k i t o its head. 0 x 1 reaching t h e camp snow began t o
fall, and t h e thermometer marked 18"in t h e morning. Al1 further operations for
t h e season in this direction were therefore at a n eud. A portion o f the line w h i c h
divides t h e waters falling i n t o t h e St. J o h n f r o m those falling i n t o t h e St. Lawrence
remained in consequence unsurveyed. I t c a n n o t , however, b e said t o be absolutely
unexplored, for it was seen froni the eastern side o f Rimouski, presenting t h e appearance o f a range o f hills at least as elevated as a n y o n t h e boundary.
18. Mr. Lally having received a fresli supply o f barometers o n t h e evening o f t h e
23d, resumed his survey o f t h e height o f land o n t h e 25th September, and reached
t h e c a m p o f the comriiissary o n Moiint Biort ori tlie ad October, Iiaving surveyed
alid leveled t h e intermcdiate dividing ridge. T h e party o f H . B. Renwick descended
the Abagusquash and Tuladi, and, u o s s i n g L a k e Temiscouata, reached t h e same
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rendezvous on the 5th October. The interval was spent by Mr. Lally's party in
clearing a space for a pariorarriic view on t h e summit of Mount Biort.
19. T h e commissioner, liaving superintended in person the equipment and embarkatioil of thc parties of Messrs. H. B. Renwick and Lally on Lake Temiscouata,
returried to the river Du Loup for the purpose of making astrorioniic observatioiis.
These being completed, h e visited and conferred with the parties of his colleague,
'1. Talcott, esq., on their way to the height of land southeast of I<amouracka. EIere
h e inade arrangeinents for t h e junction of t h e two lineson t h e Temiscouata portage.
I-le then proceeded to t h e canip of the commissary on Mount Riort, and there made
~>rovisiori
for thr completioii of the residue of the litie in the vicinity ofthe portage.
1Ic also selected points of view for the use of t h e daguerreotype and camera lucida.
niicl, heing iinable t o d o aiiy niore ori tlie grouiid for tlie furtheraiice of the objects
of liis appoititnient, returned to New York, taking with him t h e earlier records of
tlie field operatioxis for t h e purpose of organizing the oGce work.
20. Utider tlie (lirectioii of Mr. H. B. Reuwick, a party led by Mr. Lally set off from
Moiiiit lliort oii tlie 7tl1 October, and, proceeding westward along t h e portage road
to t h e riclge of Mouiit Paradis, turned to t h e soutli along the clividing ridge. This
being pursued led tliem back to the portage a t a point about 21% miles froni the
river Dii Loup on tlie 10th. The dividirig ridge was now found for come distance
to coiricirle riearly with tlie portage road aiid t o pass over the siiuirriit of the Grande
Fourche Mountairi, a fact whicli had iiot before been suspected. The source of the
Grande 1:ourclie of 'rrois Pistoles having been headed, the party reached a statiori
wliicli t b e corrimissary hacl iiow established a t t h e river St. Francis on tlie 13th Octoe
Departiiig from this, t h e basin of the St. Francis to tEFiGorth of the portage
road was explored, and t h e survey finished on the 17th October.
Operating froiii the St. Lawrence as a base, and within reach of a cultivated
eountry, wlience numerous roads are cut t o tlie height of land, it would have beeii
possible to IiaypkepLlhe field for perhaps a fortnight longer. T h e plans and estitnates of tlie division had beeri made with this view, and it was aiiticigated that t h e
heiglit of Innd nlight have been surveyed 30 ~iiilesto the south of tlie Teniiscouata
portnge. Althoiigh this woulcl have been practicable, it would bave been a service
o €Iinrdsliip. The necessity for this was obviatecl by the progress of the parties of
A. Talcott, esq., which completed their surveys up to the portage o11 the same day
that t h e siirveys of this division were finished.
22. T h e circurostances iiiider which tlie latter part of the survey was performed
froiii tlie tiiiie of leaving tlie river Du Loup, o11 t h e 3d Septeniber, were far less favorable tliari liad been cspericiiced on the Metis aiid its branches. The continua1
<lrouglit li:~dat tlie beginiiiiig of this part of the duty affected the streanis and
spririgs iii such a way as to render navigation difficult and water for drinking scarce
o11tlie heights of land to which the survey v a s iiccessarily directed. On the eastern
side of 1,ake Temiscouata a large fire haíi exteiiiled it.self into tlie woods. On t h e
'!?eriiiscounta portnge tlie persons iii cliarge of that roa<Ihad set fire to the brush and
woo11cut iii openiiig it out to an increasecl hrcacltli, and a belt of flame 30 niiles ir1
lerigth was ni cacli cliaiige of wind carried iri soine new directioti irito the dry forest.
The canip arid colleetion of stores on Mount Hiort vr7erethus threateiied for several
ilays, and orily saved by grent exertions. Serious apprehensioris were entertaiiierl
lest the return of the pnrties iii the field niight he obstructed by the spreading of
tlieir owii fircs. The snioke of tliis vast esteiit of coinbustion obscured the heavens
:lii<lrendered astrononiic ohservations difficult or prevented it altogether. Fitially,
senson of iinprececlcntecl droiight was closed on tlie 24th of Septembcr by the setting
iti of tlie equinoctial storlii, arid from this day until that on which t h e survey termiii:lte<l f r w lioiirs clnpseil witliout rain, sleet, or stiow. Iii spite of tlicse obstacles, it
is believcd tliat tlie State Uepartment will have no reasou to be dissatisfied with t h e
results of tlie campaign.
~
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23. T h e results o f t h e operations o f t h i s division are embodied in a map and profiles, w h i c h are herewith presented. T h e degree o f reliance to be placed o n t h i s m a p
w i l l b e best understood f r o m a detail o f t h e methods employed in preparing it.
T h e river Metis and i t s branch, t h e Mistigougeche, were surveyed b y an azimuth
compass o f Smallcaldus construction, and t h e distances measured b y a micrometric
telescope b y M i l , o f Mnnich. T h e courses o f t h e rest o f the lines were determined
b y compasses o f similar construction, and t h e distances measured b y chains o f 100
feet constructed b y Dollond, of London, and Brown, o f N e w Y o r k . A n exception to
t h i s general rule exists in t h e survey o f t h e eastern side o f R i m o u s k i . T h e courses
and distances thus measured, and corrected for t h e variation o f t h e compass, were
compared with astronomic observations for latitude and w i t h longitudes deduced
f r o m chronometers. Por t h i s reacon, as t h e line o u t h e east side o f R i m o c s k i i s
almost in t h e direction of t h e meridian, it w a s n o t considered necessary t o lose t i m e
in measuring it w h e u the latitude o f t h e several camps, determined b y observations
o f t h e pole star, were t a k e n nightly.
T h e latitudes o f t h e courses under t h e direction o f Mr. H . B. Renwick were determined b y a reflecting repeating circle o f Dollond; those o n Mr. Lally's b y a good
sextant. T h e latitudes and times at Grand Metis, t h e river D u Loup, and t h e stationary c a m p on Mistigougeche and Abagusquash were principally determined f r o m
observations made w i t h t h e Dollond circle. Lunar transits were t a k e n at the river
D u L o u p , and distances of t h e moon for longitude at several places o n t h e line. T h e
reliance for the longitudes was, however, principally upon timekeepers, and o f these
t h e party was furnished with one box and t w o pocket chronometers b y Parkinson &
T r o d s h a m , one pocket chronometer b y Molyneux, one b y French, one b y Barraud,
and o n e b y Morrice. T h u s , while several could b e retained at t h e station, each party
in t h e field was furnished with two, and t h e measured distance furnished a c h e c k ,
b e pfacect m i g h t
w h i c h , in case o f discrepancy, that o n whicl-greatest -r
b e ascertained. It i s sufficient t o say t h a t t h e deductions s e 6 T n in general satisfactory, although tlie r o u g h motiou t o w h i c h these instruments were subjected in
passing through pathless woods, embarrassed b y fallen trees and morasses in w h i c h
t h e bearers often sunk t o t h e middle, caused changes o f rate aud even sudden variations. Uncertainty arising f r o m these causes was rendered less t o b e dreaded f r o m
i t s b e i n g posible t o refer, as a base o f operations, t o t h e excellent survey o f t h e
S t . Lawrence River b y Captain Byfield, of t h e British navy. With t h e geographical
positions given in h i s charts our own observations agreed so closely as materially
t o confirm t h e respective accuracy o f both.
24. T h e point which in t h i s part o f t h e survey has been k e p t in view as m o s t
important i s the determination o f the heights. Por this purpose t h e party of Professor Renwick was furnished with t h e following barometers:
T w o loaned b y t h e Superintendent o f t h e Coast Survey, o f h i s o w n construction;
t w o portable and one standard, b y Neurnan; three o f t h e siphon form, b y Buntin, of
Paris; o n e b y Traughton & Simms; one b y Forlin, o f Paris; three o f siphon f o r m ,
b y R o a c h & Warner, o f N e w Y o r k ; t w o b y Tagliabue, o f N e w Y o r k , originally o u t h e
plan o f Durand, but w h i c h had been advantageously altered b y Roach & Warner in
s u c h manner as t o adniit o f t h e adjustment o f t h e leve1 o f t h e mercury in t h e cistern.
T h e stations at w h i c h t h e lower barometers were placed were Grand Metis u n t i l
tlie return o f the expedition u p t h e river o f t h a t name, and t h e river Du Loup f r o m
t h a t t i m e until the close o f t h e survey. At these places al1 t h e barometers not actually
in t h e field were suspended and registered a t t h e hours m o s t l i k e l y t o correspond
with t h e observations o f a traveling party, say a t 6 , 7, 8 , and g in t h e morning, n o o n ,
1,5,and 6 in the afternoon, iintil as t h e season advanced and t h e days became short
t h e earliest and latest o f these Iiours were omitted. Aíthougli severa1 barometers
were t h u s constantly observed, no other use o f these was m a d e but t o determine
t h e u comparisons
w i t h -ach other, except o n e o f the barometers o f Mr. Hassler,
-

26. The commissioner can not speak in too high terms of t h e industry and perse.
verance manifested by t h e engineers and surveyors employed on this division, and
in particular of the skill and intelligence of the two first assistants. Circumstances
had prevented the receipt of portable astronomic instruments which had been ordered
from Paris and Munich, and an instrnment formed by the adaptatiou of a vertical
circle to the lower part of a n excellent German theodolite b y Draper, of Philadelphia, was found on its being opened at Metis to have received an injury which
rendered its accuracy doubtful. The whole reliance for t h e greatest accuracy was
thus thrown on the repeating circle of Dollond. Such, however, was the address
and skill of the engineer t o whom i t was intrusted that h e not only fulfilled t h e
object for which it was intended, of determining the position of the points visited
by the traveling parties, b u t accomplished t h e same object a t t h e stationary camps
2nd a t the river stations, without delaying for a n hour the operations of the survey.
The duty which these gentlemeu performed was arduous in t h e extreme. It has
been seen that on the expedition up the Metis a seasoned voyageur had been worn
out by the severity of his labors; on the Tuladi half the meii were sick at a time;
and of Mr. Lally's party two Penobscot Indians of herculean frame were compelled t o
retiirn by extreme fatigue. The engineers, while in the field, were even more exposed
to fatigue than the laborers, for they carried their own baggage and instruments,
and were engaged nightly i n observation and calculation, while the workmen could
repose.
27. The commissioner t o whom the survey of the northern diiision of the boundary line was intrusted has to express his acknowledgments for the politeness and
good offices of the authorities of Her Britannic Majesty. I n compliance with his
request, permission was granted by the late lamented Governor-General for the admission of a vessel and t h e entry of the stores, camp equipage, and instruments of t h e
paxty at one or more ports o n the St. Lawrence. Letters were addressed
cipal secretary of the colony of Canada t o al1 the officers and magistrates, dirécfirigthem t o give every facility t o the operations, and these directions were obeyed, not
as mere niatters of form, but with a truly hospitable spirit. T o the officers of t h e
Sixty-eighth Regiment, forming the garrison of Fort Ingall and occnpying the post
of the river Du Loup, ss well as to the o5cers of the commissariat on duty at those
places, acknowledgments are due for numerous attentions.

-

11.-Operations

ofthe year r842.

1. Of the task originally assigned in t h e instriictions for this division there remained t o be completed(1) A portiou of the boiindary claimed by the United States around tlie head
waters of the river Rimouski.
( 2 ) The line of highlarids forming the soutli bounds of t h e Province oE Quebec,
extending from the north shore of the Bay of Chaleurs at its western extremity.
2. 12xperiencehad sliowri t l ~ atlie
t portion of the boundary wliicli reniained unsurveyed could not be reached with any hope of completing the survey by any of the
streams running into t h e St. Lawrence 11or from the waters of Lake Temiscouata.
The Green River (of St. John) was therefore chosen as t h e line of operation. I t
was known that a portage existed between its boatable waters and those of t h e
Grande Fourche of Restigouche. The plan for the work of t h e season was therefore laid as follows:
To proceed up Green River with a party, thence to cross to the Be11 Kedgwick by
the portage, and having, by expeditions from t h e banks of that stream, surveyed t h e
remainder of the clainicd bourrdary, to fa11 down tlie streain to the Bay of Chaleurs,
and, ascending the highlancl measured in 1840, to proceed along the heights in order
t o reach if possible the northwest angle of Nova Scotia.
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The work being the most remote and difficult of access of any on the whole boundary, it was necessgrry t o take measures early, and, it being apparent that i f they were
not vigorously pressed the whole summer's work would be frustrated, permission
was granted by the Secretary of State t o prepare stores and provisions, and the party
was sent forward toward its line of operations. Care was, however, taken, i n conforrriity with his instructions, to secure means of communication.
3 . The transportation of stores, eqiiipage, and instruments was rendered unexpectedly easy by a steamboat running from Portland t o St. John, and by the politeness o£ the Britisii consul a t Portland and the collector of Her Britannic Majesty's
custonis at St. Joliii free entrarice was perniitted at the latter port. These articles
were shipped frorn Portland the 19th o£ June and under the charge of t h e IIon.
Albert Smith reached the Grand Falls of St. John July
4. &Ir.Lally, first assistant engineer, witli tlie surveyor, was dispatclied by t h e way
of Baiigor and IIoulton to tlie sanie poirit o£ rendezvous o n 13th June for tlie purpose of procuring boats and engaging laborerc. Mr. H. B. Renwick, first assistant,
witli &fr. F. Smitli, second assistant, were placed in charge of tlie chronometers and
tlie necessary astroiiomic instruments, witli instructions t o observe on the meridian
o£ tlie St. Croix a t Houltori, and again a t its intersection with the river St. John,
for the purpose of ascertaiiiing tlie rate takeii by the chroiiorneters wlieii carried.
Tliese preliniiiiary operatioiis beiiig successfully perfornled, the party was cotiipletely organized a t t h e Grarid F'alls oE tlie St. John ori the zd July. Tlie energy
and activity of the pei~soiisintrusted with tliese severa1 duties was such t h a t this
<late of coniplete preparatiori for the field duties was a t least a week earlier tlian
a n y calculation fouiided on the experience of former years rendered probable. Tlie
comrnissioner, advisecl of tlie negotiation in probqess, had nlade his arrangements to
reacli tlie Grand Falls of the St. John ori the 10th July. Being directed by the State
Departmeiit to reniain i n NewYork, h e s e n t a d e ~ by
s niail to the party to Iialt iintil
furthcr iiistmctions.
5. Tliese orders were not received, for the party, being fiilly organized, left the
Gratxl Falls in tliree differeiit detachnieiits ori the 4th, 6th, and 8th of July. Tlie
first detachment was coniposrd o£ the surveyor, Mr. Bell, and an engineer having
iristr~ictioristo make a siirvey of Greeii Kiver. The second was in charge of tlie
assistaiit comniissary, arid was compose<l of t'riree bateaux and fourteen pirogues,
carryiiig stores aníl equipage for three months' service. Tlie third was fornied by
tlie two first assistants, who, after performiiig the necessary astronomic observatioiis
a t t h e Graiid Falls and a t two points o11 Green River, passed the surveying party
aiid reached the portage between Greeii arirl Kedgwick rivers on the everiirig of
t h e 13th Jiily.
6. Greeii River l i n s a fa11 atid rapids riear its junction with the St. John, wliicli are
passecl by a portagc of 1% riiiles. At 15 miles from its inoutli is a second fall, wliicli
is ~>assecl
by a portage o£ S2 yards. T h e stream for this distance aiid for5 iniles above
tlie secorid fa11 is very rapid, its bed beirig iii sorrie reaclies almost filled 4 t h rocks.
1:or thc iiext 10 niilcs it has deep still renclies, alternntiiig witli grave1 heds, o r clse
tlie river íiows over lcdges of rock. I t is tlieri iiiterrupterl hy a third fall, requiring
a portage of 176 yariis. Tlicnce to tlie second fork of the lakcs it has tlie sanie cliaractcr as for the last r o niiles, except that in sorrie places it flows with a gentle curretit
between low banks covered with alder. From the second fork of the lakes t o tlie
southerii end of the Green River and Ked,gwick portage tlie stream is very iiarrom
ariil rnay be styled oiie contiriuous rapid. I t is upori the whole the most <iifficultof
rinvigntion of al1 t l ~ estrcams runniiig irito tlie St. Johii froni its northerri side, and
approaclies in its character of a torrent to the waters on t h e St. Lawrence side o£ t h e
Iiiglilaiiils.
7. Tlie portage ft-oiii Grecii River to the South Branch of Kerl&mick is 5x niiles in
lciigtli, and passes ovcr the summits of two of the highest mountains in the ceded
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district, as well as several ridges. No vessel heavier than a birch canoe had ever before
been carried over it. It therefore became necessary to clear it out before the bateaux
and other heavy articles could be transported. Fifteen extra laborers, who had been
engaged, with their pirogues, to carry some of the stores from the St. John, were
retained to aid in making this portage, which swelled the nuniber to twenty-seven.
This large force was industriously engaged for eight days in carrying the stores and
equipage over the portage, with the boats and canoes required for the future operatioiis of the party. I n the meantime the portage was surveyed, and a great number
of observations were made, by which the latitude of the southern end of the portage
and its difference in longitude from that of the meridian line were determined
with g r , a t accuracy. I n addition to the other labors of the party, a storehouse and
observatory were erected.
8. The commissioner, learning that the party had left the Grand Falls before his
letter could have reached that place, addressed fresh orders to the engineer in command. These were sent under cover to the British postniaster a t Lake Temiscouata,
who was requested to send them up Green River by an express. By these he was
directed to stop the progress of the party and to proceed himself to the river Du
Loup, there to await fresh instructions.
These orders did not arrive in time to prevent the party intended for the survey
of the boundary from setting out. The engineer who had hitherto been in command returned to the St. John in pursuance of his original instructions and met
the express on his way down Green River. The commissioner, being advised on the
13th July that the treaty had been signed, immediately dispatched a special messenger, who joined the chief of the division a t the mouth of Green River on the 24th
July. Measures were now taken for the recall and return of the party in the woods,
and the whole division was assembled at the stationary camp a t the north end of the
portage on the ~ r t h u f a u g u s t .
g. The party engaged in the survey of the remaining part of the boundary line
had before the orders of recall reached them successfully accomplished that duty,
having connected their survey with points in the survey of the previous year and
thoroughly explored the culminating points of the valley of Rimouski. As had been
this portion of the boundary
anticipated from the leve1 of the streams seen in 1841,
claimed by the United States is more elevated than any other portion of that line
betweeu the Temiscouata portage and the northwest angle of Nova Scotia. This
survey would therefore have added an important link to the argument of the United
States had not the questiou been settled by treaty.
The party having received its orders of recall, al1 the articles of equipment which
could not be caniea iii the boats which had been launched on the waters of the Restigouche were transported to the other eud of the portage and embarked in pirogues
sent up Green River for that purpose under the direction of tlie assistant commissary.
The engineers then set out on theirreturn by the Be11 Kedgwick, the Grande Fourche,
and the Southwest Brancli of Restigouche. Ascending the latter stream, this party
reached the Wagansis portage on the ~ 1 sAugust,
t
and arrived at tlie Grand Falls on
the 25th August.
The descent of the Be11 Kedgwick was attended with great difficulties in consequence of the low state of the waters. Until its junction with Katawamkedgwick, to
lorm the Grande Fourche of Restigouche, it was nececcary to drag the boats by hand.
10. The detailed niap of the surveys of this division, exhibiting the more important points whose altitudes were determined by the barometer, has already been
lodged in the Department of State under date of 27th December.
Although the interest of this survey to the United States has now passed away,
yet, as it is probable that many years may elapse before this country shall be again
explored, and as it may still possess some interest to the nation into whose undisputed possession it has now fallen, it may n o t b e improper to state the methods

-

employed in the survey, for the purpose of showing to what degree of faith i t is
entitled.
The latitude and longitude of the mouth of Green River were furnished by Major
Graham. The three portages on that river were snrveyed by chain aud conipass.
The courses on t h e navigable parts of t h e river were takeii with a compass and tlie
distances measured by a micrometrical telescope by Ertil, of Munich. This instrunlent, whicb had given satisfactory results on Metis and Mistigougeche in 1841, was
still more accurate i n the present survey. The Iatitude of tlie south end of the
Kedgwick portagc as given by the plot of Green River on the original projection
differed no more than 5" from that given by numerous astronomic observations, an
agreement so close that it might be almost considered as arising from happy accident. This survey therefore required but little correction, which was applied from
t h e observations already cited and from those at two iriterniediate points.
The survey of Kedgwick portage was performed with chain aiid compass. I n the
woods between t h e Be11 Kedgwick and the boundary and along the whole line of
survey the same niethod was used, observations for time and latitude being also
taken whenever t h e weather permitted. As the lines intersected those of the last
year, it can now be stated that every part of. the boundary claimed by the United
States, from the heiglit of land on t h e Temiscouata portage which divides the waters
of t l ~ Green
e
River of the St. Lawrence from tliose of the St. Francis to the northwest
angle of Nova Scotia, as well as its connections with tlie St. Lawrence and Lake Terniscouata by the Temiscouata portage, arid with t11e St. Lawrence a second time by the
Metis and Mistigougeclic, and with the St. John hy Green River, has been actually
surveyed. This result is one that neitlier the Department in its original iiistructions nor the couimissioner on his first view of the couritry had contemplated. In
s,tatiiig this the commissioner feels it his duty to acknowledge his obligations to the
iintiring zeal and energy of the gentlenleii who have acterl ynder his orders, arid
especially to his two first assistants, wlio, entering upon duiies of an entirely novel
character, not only t o themselves, but to the country, have in the course of the
operations of two years accumulated under thc most disadvantageous circumstances
a stock of observations which for niimber aiid acciiracy may compare with those
taken with every convenience at hand by the niost practiced astronomers.
111addition t o t h e latitiide of numerous points deterniitied astronomically by the
party engaged i r 1 surveying tlie line through the woods, t h e latitude of a point near
the southern end of Green River and Kedgwick has been determined by eighty-six
altitudes of sun and stars taken with a repeatirig and reflecting circle.
Thc whole iiuniber of altitudes of suii and stars taken during the expedition for
time and latitude was 806.
111.
I. T11e operations of this division during the three seasons which i t has been
engaged in field duties llave giveri a view of riearly every part of the country which
has now been ceded to Great Britain to the north of the St. John Kiver atid tlie
,
leniiscouata portage. During the year 1840 the commissioner proceeded ir1 person
by the wagansis of Grand River t o t h e waters of the Bay of Chaleurs, ascended
tlie Grande Fourche of the Restigouche to Lake Kedgwick, and then traverscd the
couiltry from that lake to the Tuladi by a route never before explored. I n 1S4r the
Rirriouski and iZletis were both ascended-the first to the liniits of its navigatiori by
carioes, the latter t o tlie lake in which the waters-of its western brancli are first collected. From this lake lines of survey repeatedly crossing the boundary claimed by
tlie UniLcd St;ites were extended to :I great distante in both directions. Tlie operatiotis of tlie year were closed by a survey of so xriuch of thc boundary as iucloses the
basin of Lake Temiscouata and intersects so frequently the great portage. These
latter survepcovered in some degree the explor-tions of one of the parties i n 1840,
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which, therefore, are not quoted as a part of the work of that year. In 1842 t h e valley of Green River was explored, that stream w& carefully surveyed, and the remainder of the bonndary line dividing t h e sources of Rimouski from those of Green
River and the eastern branches o€ Tuladi run out with chain and compass.
I n these surveys and explorations t h e character of the country, its mil, climate.
and natural productions, have been thoroughly examined, and may be stated with
full coufidence i n the accuracy of the facts.
2. Beginning on the soutliern side of the ceded territory, the left bank of the St.
John is for a few miles above the Grand F'alls uncultivated and apparently barren.
Thence t o the confluence of the Madawaska it presents a continued settlement upon
land of good quality, producing large crops of potatoes and grass. I t also yields
wheat, oats, and barley, but the crops are neither abundant nor certain. The Madawaska River presents but few attempts a t settlement on either of its banks. I t s left
bank is represented t o be generally barren, but some good land is said to exist on its
southwestern side. T h e shores of Lake Temisconata are either rocky or composed
of a light, gravelly soil, which is s o poor that it will not repay the labor of cultivation, even when newly cleared, without t h e aid of manure. Some tolerable meadows
are found, which are a t the moment highly valued iu consecluence of a demand for
forage by the British troops. The valley of Green River has in some places upon
its banks intervals of level alluvium which might be improved as meadows, and it
has been represented a s being in general fertile. A close examination has not confirmed this impression.
Mr. Lally reports that" In the valley of Green River there are some trads of land capable of cultivation,
but t h e greater portion of it is a hard, rocky soil, covered with a growth of poplar
and trees of that description. Some of t~~h e most desirable spots for farms had been
formerly taken up by settlers from the Madawaska settiement, but although the land
is as good as that on the river St. J
o
m were obliged to abandon their clearings
on account of the early frosts and the black flies. I t can hardly be conceived t h a t
t h e latter would be a sufficient cause for leaving valuable land to waste, but such
is the fact, as 1 have been inforrned by some of those who made the attempt to settle,
and 1 can well believe i t f r o m my own experience there.>>
3. The explorations of 1840, in which t h e ground lying between the western sources
of Gi-een River and Squattuck, a branch of Tuladi, was traversed, showed a considerable extent of better land than any other i n the ceded territory. The commissioner traveled for a part of two days along a table-land of no great elevation, covered
with rock, maple, and a thick undergrowth of moosewood, both said to be signs of
good soil; of this tllere may be froni seven to ten thousand acres, and i t is a far
larger body of tillable land than is to be fouiid in any other part of the country
north of the settlemeiits on the St. John.
4. By far the greater portion of the territory in question i s composed of the highlands ir1 which the streariis that Aoxv to t h e St. Lawrence and the Atlautic take their
rice. With but three exceptions no part of this is less than I,OCO feet above the level
of t h e sea. I t is a perfect labyrintli of small lakes, cedar and alder swamps, arid
ridges covered with a tliick but small growth of iir and spruce, or, more rarely, of
birch. No portion of i t appears to be fit for tillage.
5. I n respect to timber, it was found that the pine, the only tree considered of any
value, ceased to grow in rising from tlie St. Lawreiice at less .than 1,000feet above
the level of the sea. Only one extensive tract of pine was seen by any of the parties;
this lies around the sources of the St. Francis, and may cover three or four thousand
acres. This river, liowever, clischarges itself froni Lake St. 1:raricis througli a bed of
bowlders, and is sometimes wholly lost t o t h e view. This tract, therefore, although
repeatedly examined by the proprietors of sawmills on the St. Lawrence and the
St. John, has been hitherto found inaccessible. The pine timberou the seigniory of
p~~~

I'eniiscouata has been i n a great degree cut off or burnt by fires in the woods. There
is still come timber on the waters of Squattuck, but it .has been diminished by two
or three years of active lumbering, while that around Tuladi, if it were ever abunclant, has disappeared. It would, however, appear from report that on the, waters of
t h e North Branch of Restigouche to tlie eastward of t h e exploring meridinri there is
some valuable tiniber. This is the oiily portion of the district which has not been
explored.
6. As to the valley of Green River, t h e engineer who has already been quoted
reports as follows:
"This river has h a d the reputation of having ou it large quantities of pine tiniber,
but as far as 1 llave been able to judge it is small and rather sparsely scattered along
t h e slopes of the ridges. Above the tliird falls of the river, wliich are rathcr more
than 30 miles frorii its nioiith, there i s scarcely any t o be seeri. Some of t h e Madawaska settlers, wlio have explored nearly every tributary of the river, report that
tliere is good timber on some of them. Judging from t h e language that they used
ir1 relatioii to come that 1 saw myself, 1 infer that what they cal1 good would iiot be
so cotisidered by t h e lumbermen of tlie Penobscot. The people who lumber i n this
viciiiity do it ori a sniall scale when conipared with t h e operators in Maine. They
rarely use more thaii two horses to draw their lumber to t h e stream, so t h a t a tract
which would riot afford more than a nionth's work to aii extensive operator would
keep one of these people employed for years."
7. As respects cliniate, the country would be considered uiriit for habitation by
those accustomecl t o tlie elimates even of the southern parts of Mairie and of New
Harripshire. Frosts continue oii t h e St. John until late iii May, and set iri early in
September. I n 1840 ice was f o u d ori t h e Grand River o11 the 12th of tliat month,
arid sriow fe11 iii tlie first week of Octoher on Lake Terniscouata. 111 t h e liighland
r e g h during t h e last week of July, ;tlthough the thernionieter rose above cSF7Xiid
'was U o v e yo,
white frost was formed every clear night. Upon the whole,
therefore, it may be coiicluded that tliere is little in this country calculated t o attract
either settlers or speculators in lumber. Tlie former were driven to it under circumstatices of peculiar hardship and of alinost parainount neccssity. Their industry and
perseverauce iinder advcrse circumstances is rernarkable, bnt they would have been
hnrclly able to overcome tliem had not t h e very qiiestion of the disputed boundary
led to an expeuditure of considerable money among them.

VETO MESSAGE.'*

Two bills were presented to nic at tlie last scssioii of Cotigress, wliich
origiiiated. iii tlie House of Kepreseritatives, neither of whicli was sigued
by trie; and botli liaving been preseitted within ten days of tlie close of
tlie session, iieitlier has becorne a 1 3 ~ .
'I'he first of tlles6 was a bill eutitled "Ati act to repeal the proviso of
the sixth section of the act entitled 'An act to appropriate the proceeds
of tlie sales of tlic piihlic lands riiicl t o grarit precmptioii rights,' approved
September 4, r 841."

- * Pocket veto.
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This bill was presented to me on Tuesday, the 30th August, at twentyfour minutes after 4 o'clock in the afternoon. For my opinions relative to
the provisions contained in this bill it is only necessary that 1should refer
t o previous communications made by me to the House of Representatives.
T h e other bill was entitled "An act regulating the taking of testimony
in cases of contested elections, and for other purposes." This bill was
presented to me a t a quarter past I o'clock on Wednesday, the 31st day
o f August. T h e two Houses, by concurrent vote, had already agreed tc
terminate the session by adjournment at 2 o'clock on that day-that
is
to say, within three-quarters of an hour from the time the bill was placed
in my hands. It was a bill containing twenty-seven sections, and, 1 need
not say, of an important nature.
On its presentment to nie its reading was immediately commenced, but
was interrupted by so many communications from the Senate and so
many other causes operating a t the last hour of the session that it was
impossible to read the bill understandingly and with proper deliberation
before the hour fixed for the adjournment of the two Houses; and this,
1 presume, is a sufficient reason for neither signing the bill nor returning
it with my objections.
T h e seventeenth joint rule of the two Houses of Congress declares that
" no bill or resolution that shall have passed the House of Representatives
and the Senate shall be presented t o the Prssident of the United States
for his approbation on the last day of the seSSion2
This rule was evidently designed to give to ihcJ3esident a reasonable
opportunity of perusing important acts of Congress and giving them
some degree of consideration before signing or returning the same.
It is true that the turo Houses have been in the habit of suspending
this rule toward the close of the session in relation t o particular bills, and
i t appears by the printed Journal that by concurrent votes of the two
Houses passed on the last day of the session the rule was agreed to be
suspended so far as the same should relate to al1 sucli bills as should
have been passed by the two Houses at I o'clock on that day. I t is
exceedingly to be regretted that a necessity should ever exist for such
suspension in the case of bills of great importance, and therefore demanding careful consideration.
As the bill has failed under the provisions of the Constitution to
become a law, 1 abstain from expressing any opinions upon its severa1
provisions, keeping myself wholly uncommitted as to my ultimate action
on any similar measure should the House think proper to originate it
de novo, except so far as my opinion of the unqualified power of each
House to decide for itself upon the elections, returns, and qualifications
of its own members has been expressed by me in a paper lodged in the
Department of State at the time of signing an act entitled "An act for
the apportionment of Representatives among the severa1 States according to the Sixth Census," approved June 22, 1842, a copy of which is in
possession of the House.
JOHN T Y L E I C

THIRD ANNUAL MESSAGE.
WASHINGTON,
December, 1843.
To the Senafe and Nouse of Reflresentatives of the United Siates:
I f any people ever had cause t o render up thanks to the Supreme Being
for parental care and protection extended to them i n al1 the tnals and difficulties to which they have been from time to time exposed, we certainly
are that people. From thé first settlement of c u r forefathers on tliis continent, through the dangers attendant upon the occupation of a savage
wilderness, through a long period of colonial dependence, through the War
of the Revolution, in the wisdom which led to t h e adoption of the existing
forms of republican government, in the hazards incident to a war subsequently waged with one of the most powerful nations of the eartli, in the
increase of our population, in the spread of the arts and scieuces, and in
the strengtli and durability conferred on political institutions emanating
from the people and sustained by their will, the superintendence of an
overruling Providence has been plainly visible. As preparatory, therefore, to entering once more upon the high duties of legislation, it becomes
us humbly to acknowledge our dependence upon Him as our guide and
protector and to implore a continuance of His parental watchfiilness over
our beloved country. We have new cause for the expression of our gratitude in the preservation of the health of our fellow-citizens, witli some
partial and local exceptions, during the past season, for the abundance
with which the earth has yielded u p its fruits to the labors of the liusbandman, for the renewed activity which has been imparted to commerce, for the reviva1 of trade in al1 its departments, for the increased
rewards attendant on the exercise of the mechanic arts, for the continued
growth of our population and the rapidly reviviug prosperity of the
whole couiitry. 1 shall be permitted to exchauge congratulations with
you, gentlemen of the two Houses of Congress, ori these auspicious circurnstances, arid to assure you in advance of my ready disposition to concur with you iii the adoption of al1 such measures as shall be calculated
to increase the happiiiess of oiir constituents and to advance the glory
of our common country.
Since the lnst adjonrnment of Congres the Executive has relaxed no
effort to render indestructible the relations of amity which so happily
exist between the United States and other countries. The treaty lately
coucluded with Great Britain has tended greatly to increase the good
iinderstanding which a reciprocity of interests is calculated to encourage,
and it is most ardently to be hoped that nothing may transpire to interm p t the relatioiis of amity which it is so obviously the policy of both
nations to cultivate. A question of much importante still remains to be
adjusted between thern. The territorial Limits of the two countries in
M P-VOL F-17

relation to what is commonly known as the Oregon Territory still remain
ín dispute. T h e United States would be at al1 times indisposed to aggrandize itself a t the expense of any other nation; but while they woulcl
be restrained by principles of honor, which should govern the conduct
of nations as well as that of individuals, from setting up a demand for
terntory which does not belong t o them, they would as unwillingly conof their rights. After the most rigid and, a s far as
sent to a surrender
practicable, unbiased examination of the subject, the United States have
always contended that their rights appertain to the entire region of country lying on the Pacific and embraced within 4 2 O and 54" 40' of north
latitude. This claim being controverted by Great Britain, those who
have preceded the present Executive-actuated, no doubt, by an earnest
desire to adjust the matter upon terms mutually satisfactory to both
countries-have caused to be submitted to the British Government propositions for settlement and final adjustment, which, however, have not
proved heretofore acceptable to it. Our minister at London has, under
instructions, again brought the subject to the consideration of that Government, and while nothing will be done to compromit the rights or honor
of-nited
States, every proper expedient will be resorted to in order
to bring the negotiation now in the progress of resumption t o a speedy
and happy termination. I n the meantime it is proper to remark that
many of our citizens are either already established in the Territory or are
on their way thither for the purpose of forming permaGent settlements,
while others are preparing t o follow; and in view of the-ts
1must
repeat the recommendation contained in previous messages for t h r establishment of militas. posts a t such places on the line of travel as will
furnish security and protection t o our hardy adventurers against hostile
tribes of Indians inhabiting those extensive regions. Our laws shoiild
also follow them, so modified as the circumstances of the case may serm
to require. Under the influence of our free system of government new
republics are destined to spring up at no distant day on the shores of
the Pacific similar in policy and in feeling to those existing on this sirle
of the Rocky Mountains, and giving a wider and more extensive spread
to the principles of civil and religious liberty.
1am happy to inform you that the cases which have from time to time
arisen of the detention of American vessels by British cruisers 0x1 the
coact of Africa under pretense of being engaged in the slave trade have
been placed in a fair train of adjustment. I n the case of the WZiaam
and Francis full satisfaction will be allowed. I n the cases of the Tygris
and Seamew the British Government admits that satisfaction is due. In
the case of the jones the sum accruing from the sale of that vessel and
cargo will be paid to the owners, while 1 can not but flatter myself that
full indemnification will be allowed for al1 damages sustained by the
detention of the vessel; and in the case of the Douglas Her Majesty's
Government has expressed its determination to make indemnificatiori.
-

-

Strong hopes are therefore entertained that most, if not all, of these cases
will be speedily adjusted. No new cases Iiave arisen since t h e ratification of the treaty of Washington, and i t is confidently anticipated that
the slave trade, under the operation of the eighth article of that treaty,
will be altogether suppressed.
The occasional interruption experienced by our feiiow-citizens engaged
in the fisheries on the neighboring coast of Nova Scotia has not failed
to claim the attention of the Executive. Representations upon this subject have been made, but as yet no definitive answer to those representations has been received from t h e British Government.
Two other subjects of comparatively mino#importance, but nevertheless of too much consequence to be neglected, remain still t o be adjusted
between the two countries. By the treaty between the United States
and Great Britain of July, 18I 5 , it is provided that no higher duties shall
be levied in either country on articles imported from the other than on
the same articles imported from any other place. In 1836 rough rice
by act of Parliament was admitted from the coast of Africa into Great
Britain on the payment of a duty of I penny a quarter, while t h e same
article froin al1 other countries, including the Uuited States, was subjected to the payinent of a duty of 2 0 shillings a quarter. Our minister
at London has from time to time brought this subject to the attention of
the Britisl~Government, but so far without success. He is instructed to
renew his representations upon G.
Some years since a claim was preferred against the British Government on t h e part of certain American merchants for the return of export
duties paid by them on shipments of woolen goods to the United States
after tlie diity on similar articles exported t o other countries had been
repealed, and consequently in contravention of the commercial convention between the two nations secizring to us equality in such cases. The
principle on which the claim rests has long since been virtually admitted
by Great Britain, but obstacles to a settlement have from time to time
been interposed, so that a large portion of the amount claimed has not yet
been refunded. Our minister is now engaged ir1 the prosecutioii of the
claim, ancl I can not but persuade myself that tlie British Government
will no longer delay its adjustment.
I am happy t o be able to say that nothing has occurred to clisturb in
aily degree the rclations of arnity which exist between the Uriited States
arid France, Austria, and Russia, as well as with the other powers of
Europe, since the adjournment of Congress. Spain has been agitated
with interna1 convulsions for many years, fronl the effects of which, it is
hoped, she is destined speedily to recover, xvhen, under a more liberal
system of commercial policy on her part, our trade with her m a y again
fill its old and, so far as her continental possessions are concerned, its
alniost forsaken channels, thereby adding to the mutual prosperity of
the two countries.
-

.
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The Germanic Association of Customs and Commerce, which since its
establishment in 1833 has been steadily growing in power and importance, and consists at this timeof more than twenty German States, and
embraces a population of 27,000,000 people united for aii the purposes
of commercial intercourse with each other and with foreign states, offers
to the latter the most valuable exchanges on principies more liberal than
are offered in the fiscal system of any other Eurbpean power. From its
origin the importante of the German union has never been lost sight of
by the United States. T h e industry, morality, and other valuable qualities of the German nation have always been well known and appreciated.
On this subject 1 invite the attention of Congress to the report of the
Secr'etary of State, from which it will be seen that while our cotton is
admitted free of duty and the duty on rice has been much reduced (which
has already led to a greatly increased consumption), a strong disposition
has been recently evinced by that great body to reduce, upon certain
conditions, their present duty upon tobacco. This being the first intimation of a concession on this interesting subject ever made by any
European power, 1 can not but regard it as well calculated to remove the
only i m p e d i m h i c h has so far existed to the most liberal commercial
intercourse between us and them. I n this view our minister at Berlin,
who has heretofore industriously pursued the subject, has been instructed
to enter upon the negotiation of a commercial treaty, which, while itwill
open new advantages to the agricultura1 interests of the United States
and a more free and expanded field for commercial operations, will affect
injuriously no existing interest of the Union. Should the negotiation be
crowned with success, its results will be communicated to both Houses
of Congress.
1 communicate herewith certaín dispatches received from our minister a t Mexico, and also a correspondence which has recently occurred
between the envoy from that Republic and the Secretary of State. It
must but be regarded as not a little extraordinary that the Government of
Mexico, in anticipation of a public discussion (which it has been pleased
to infer from newspaper publications as likely to take place in Cougress,
relating to the annexation of Texas to the United States), should have
so far anticipated the result of such discussion as to have announced its
determination to visit any sucli anticipated decision by a formal declaration of war against the United States. I f designed to preveut Congress
from introducing that question as a fit subject for its calm deliberation
and final judgment, the Executive has no reason to doubt that it will
entirely fail of its object. The representatives of a brave and patriotic
people will suffer no apprehension of future consequences to embarrass
them in the course of their proposed deliberations, nor will the executive department of the Government fail for any such cause to discharge
its whole duty to the country.
The war which has existed for so long a time between Mexico and

-

Texas has since the battle of San Jacinto consisted for the most part of
predatory incursions, which, mhiie they have been attended with much
of suffering to individuals and have kept the bordes of the two countries in a state of constant alarm, have failed to approach to any definitive result. Mexico has fitted out no formidable annament by land or
by sea for the subjugation of Texas. Eight years have now elapsed
since Texas declared her independence of Mexico, and during that time
shFhas been recognized as a sovereign power by several of t h e principal
civilized states. Mexico, nevertheless, perseveres in her plans of reconquest, and refuses to recognize her independence. Tlie predatory incursions to wliich 1 have alluded have been attended in one instance with
the breaking up of the courts of justice, by the seizing upon the persons
of the judges, jury, and officers of the court and dragging them along
with unarmed, and therefore noncombatant, citizens into a cruel and
oppressive bondage, thus leaving crime to g o unpunished and immorality
to pass unreproved. A border warfare is evermore to be deprecated, and
over such a mar as has existed for so many years between these two
States humanity has had great cause to lament. Nor is such a condition of things to be deplored only because of the individual suffering
attendant upon it. The effects are far more extensive. T h e Creator of
the Universe has given man the earth for his resting place and its fruits
for his subsistente. Whatever, therefore, shall make the first or any
part of it a scene of desolation affects i n j u r i o a l y his heritage and may
be regarded as a general calamity. Wars mayzmmetimes be necessary,
but al1 nations have a common interest in bringing them speedily to a
close. T h e United States have an immediate interest in seeing an end
put to the state of liostilities existiiig between Mexico and Texas. They
are our neighbors, of the same continent, with whom we are not only
desirous of cultivating the relations of amity, but of the most extended
commercial iritercourse, and to practice al1 the rites of a neighborhood
liospitality. Our own interests are involved in the matter, since, however neutral rnay be our course of policy, we can not hope to escape the
effects of a spirit of jealousy on the part of both of the powers. Nor
can this Governrnent be indifferent to the fact that a warfare such as
is ~vagedbetween those two nations is calculatecl to weaken both powers and fiiially to render tlien-and
especially tlie u~elkerof the twothe subjects of i~iterferenceon the part of stroiiger and more powerful
nations, wlio, intent only ori advancing their own peculiar views, may
sooner or later attempt t o bring about a compliarice with terms as the
conditiori of tlieir interposition alike derogatory to the nation grauting
tlieni and detrimental to the interests of tlie United States. W e could
not be expected quietly to permit any such interference t o our disadrantage. Considering that Texas is separated from the United States
by a mere geographical line; that lier territory, in the opinion of many,
down to a late period formed a portion of the territory of the United
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States; that it is homogeneous in its population and pursuits with t h e
adjoining States, makes contributions to the commerce of the world
in the same articles with them, and that most of her inhabitants have
been citizens of the United States, speak the same language, and live
under similar political institutions with ourselves, this Government is
bound by every consideration of interest as well as of sympathy to see
that she shall be left free to act, especially in regard to her domestic
affairs, unawed by force and unrestraíned by the policy or views of other
countries. In full view of al1 these considerations, the Executive has
not hesitated to express to the Government of Mexico how deeply it
deprecated a continuance of the war and how anxiously it desired t o
witness its termination. 1can not but think that it becomes the United
States, as the oldest of the American Republics, to hold a language t o
Mexico upon this subject of an unambiguous character. I t is time that
this war had ceased. There must be a limit to al1 wars, and if the parent
state after an eight years' struggle has failed to reduce to submission a
portion of its subjects standing out in revolt against it, and who have not
only proclaimed themselves to be independent, b u t Lave been recognized
as such by other powers, she ought not to expect that other nations will
quietly look on, to their obinjury, upon a protraction of hostilities.
These United States threw off their colonial dependence and established
independent governments, and Great Britain, after having wasted her
energies in the attempt to subdue them for a less period than Mexico has
attempted to subjugate Texas, had the wisdom and justice to acknowledge their independence, thereby recognizing the obligation which rested
on her as one of the family of nations. An example thus set by one of
the proudest as well as most powerful nations of the earth it could in n o
way disparage Mexico t o imitate. While, therefore, the Executive woul¿
deplore any collision with Mexico or any disturbance of the friendly
relations which exist between the two countries, it can not permit that
Government to control its policy, whatever it may be, toward Texas, but
will treat her-as
by the recognition of her independence the United
States have long since declared they would d e a s entirely iildependent
of Mexico. The high obligations of public duty may enforce from the
constituted authorities of the United States a policy which the course
persevered in by Mexico %vil1have mainly contributed to produce, and
the Executive in such a contingency will with confidence throw itself
upon the patriotism of the people to sustain the Government in its course
of action.
Measures of an unusual character have recently beeri aclopted by the
Mexican Government, calculated in no small degree to affect the trade
of other nations xvith Mexico and to operate injuriously to the United
States. Al1 foreigners, by a decree of the 23d day of September, and
after six months from the day of its promulgation, are forbidden to carry
on the business of selling by retail any goods xvithin tlie confines of
Mexico. Against this decree our minister has not failed to remonstrate.
T h e trade heretofore carried on by our citizens with Santa Fe, in which

riiuch capital was already invested and which was becoming of daily
increasing importance, has suddenly been arrested by a decree of virtual
psohibition on the part of the Mexican Government. Whatever may be
tbe right of Mexico t o prohibit any particular course of trade to the citizens or subjects of foreign powers, this late procedure, to say the least of
it, mears a harsh and unfriendly aspect.
T h e installments on the claims recently settled by t h e convention with
Mexico have-been purictually paid as they have fallen due, and oilr
minister is engaged i n urging the establishment of a new commission
in pursuance of the convention for t h e settlement of unadjusted claims.
W i t h the other Americaxi States our relations of amity and good will
have remained uninterrupted. Our minister near the Republic of New
Granada has succeeded in effecting an adjustment of the claim upon
t h a t Governmerit for t h e schooner By Chance, which had been pending
for many years. T h e claim for the brig Mornj, which had its origin
during the existente of the Republic of Colombia, and indemnification
for which since the dissolution of that Republic has devolved upon its
severa1 members, will be urged with renewed zeal.
I have much pleasure in saying that the Government of Brazil has
a d j u i the claim upon that Government in the case of the schooner
jolin S. Rryan, and that sanguine hopes are entertained that the same
spiiit of justice will influence its councils in arrivixig a t an early decision iipon the remaining claims, thereby removing al1 carrceof-dissension
between two pomers xvhose interests are to some extent i~&cmvevenwith
each other.
Our minister at Chili has succeeded in inducing a recognition by that
Government of the adjustment effected by his predecessor of the first
claim in the case of the i2íacedoniavz. T h e first 'installment has been
receivecl by tlie claimants ín the United States.
Notice of the exchange of ratificatioxis of the treaty with Peru, which
will take place at Lima, has tiot yet reaclled this country, but is shortly
expectcd to be receivecl, when the claims upon that Republic \vil1 doubtless be liquidated ancl paid.
I n consequence of a xnisunderstanding between this Government and
that of Buenos Ayres, occurnng several years ago, this Governxnent
has rcinaitiecl uilrepresexlted at that Court, -vvliile a mitiister froni it has
beexi coiistantly resident here. The caizscs of irritation have iu a great
measnre passed away, and it is in conteinplation, ixi vie-vv of importarlt
Interests which have growil up ir1 that coiiiltry, at soine early period
duririg the present session of Congress, ~ v i t hthe concurrence of the
Senate, to restore diploiilatic relations bet-vveen the two countries.
Under tlie provisions of an act of Congress of the last session a niinister \\-as dispatchecl from the United States to Cliina in Augtist of t h e
presetit year, who, from the latest accoiints \ve hare from Iiim, mas a t
Suez, in Egypt, on t h e 25th of Septeruber last, on liis route to China.
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I n regard to the Indian tribes residing within our jurisdictional limits,
the greatest vigilance of the Government has been exerted to preserve
them at peace among themselves and to inspire tliem with feelings of
confidence in the justice of this Government and to cultivate friendship
with the border inhabitants. This has happily succeeded to a great
extent, but it is a subject of regret that they suffer themselves in some
instances to be imposed upon by artful and designing men. and this
notwithstanding al1 efforts of the Governmem to prevent it.
The receipts into the Treasury for the calendar year 1843, exclusive of
loans, were little more than $18,ooo,ooo, and the expenditures, exclusive
of the payments on the public debt, will have been about $23,000,000.
By the act of 1842 a new arrangement of the fiscal year was made, so that
it should commence on the 1st day of July in each year. The accounts
and estimates for the current fiscal year will show that the loans and Treasury notes made and issued before the close of the last Congress to meet
the anticipated deficiency have not been entirely adequate. Although
on the 1st of October last there was a balance in the Treasury, in consequence of the provisions :hus made, of $3,914,082.77, yet the appropriations already made by Congress will absorb that balance and leave a probable deficiency of $z,ooo,cco at the close of the present fiscal year. There
are outstanding Treasury notes to about the amount of &,6oo,ooo, and
should they be returned upon the Treasury during the fiscal year they
-d require provision for their redemption. 1 do not, however, regard
this as probable, since they have obvi~uslyentered into the currency of
the country and will continue to form a portion of it if the system now
adopted be continued. The loan of 1841, amounting to 585,672,976.88,
falls due on the 1st day of January, 1845, and must be provided for or
postponed by a new loan; and unless the resources of revenue should be
materially iilcreased by you there will be a probable deficiency for the
service of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1845, of upward of $~,OOO,OOO.
The delusion iricident to an enormously excessive paper circulation,
which gave a fictitious value to everything and stimulated adventure and
speculation
to an extravagant extent, has been happily s-ceeded by the
substitution of the precious metals and paper promptly redeemable in
specie; and thus false values have disappeared and a sounder condition
of things has been introduced. This transition, although intiniately connected with the prosperity of the country, has nevertheless been attended
with much embarrassment to the Government in its financia1 concerns.
So long as the foreign importers could receive payment for their cargoes
in a currency of greatly less value than that in Europe, but fully available here in the purchase of our agricultura1 productions (their profits
being immeasurably augmented by the operation), the shipments were
large and the revenues of the Government became superabundant. But
the change in the character of the circulation from a nominal and
apparently real value in the first stage of its existence to an obviously
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depreciated value in its second, so that it no longer answered the purposes
of exchange or barter, and its ultimate substitutiori by a sound metallic
and paper circulation combined, has been attended by diminished importations and a consequent falling off in the revenue. This has induced
Congress, from 1837, to resort to the expedient of issuing Treasury notes,
and finally of fiinding them, in order to supply deficiencies. 1 can not,
however, withhold the remark that it is in no way compatible with the
dignity of the Government that a public debt shoulci be created in tirne
of peace to meet the current expenses of the Government, or that temporary expedients should be resorted to an hour longer than it is possiblr
to avoid them. T h e Executive can do no more than apply the means
which Congress places in its hands for the support of Government, and,
happily for the good of the country and for the preservation of its liberties, it possesses no power to levy exactions on the people orto force froin
them contnbutions to the public revenue in any form. It can only recommend such measures as may in its opinion be called for by the wants
of the public service to Congress, with whom alone rests the power to
"lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises."
This duty has
upon several occasions heretofore been performed. The present condi7
tiori of things gives fiattering promise that trade and commerce are
rapiclly reviving, and, fortunately for the country, the sources of re;.enue
have only to be opened in order to prove abundant.
While we can anticipate no considerable increase in the proceeds &he
sales of the pubtic lands, for reasons perfectly obvious to all, for sev&
years to come, yet the public lands can not otherwise than be regarded
as tlie foundation of the public credit. With so large a body of the rnost
fertile lands in the world under the control and a t the disposal of this
Government, no one can reasonably doubt the eritire ability to meet its
engagements uiiclcr every emergency. In seasoris of trial and difficulty
similar to those through which we are passing the capitalist makes his
irivestments iil the Government stocks with the most assured confidence
of ultimate reimbursement; and whatever may be said of a period of great
financia1 prosperity, such as existed for some years after 1833, 1 shoi~ld
regard it as suicida1 in a season of financia1 embarrassment either to
alieriate the larids tliemselves or tlie proceeds arising from their sales.
T h e first and paraniount duty of those to whom may be intrustecl tlie administratiori of public affairs is to guard the piiblic credit. In reestablishirig the credit of this central Government the readiest and most obvious
mode is taken to restore the credit of the States. The extremities can
only be niade sou~iclby producirig a healthy action in the central Governaient, and the history of the present day fully establishes the fact that
an increase in tlie value of the stocks of this Government will in a great
majority of iristances be attended by an increase in the value of the
stocks of the States. I t should therefore be a inatter of general congratulation that amidst all the embarrassments arising from surrounding
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circumstances the credit of t h e Government should have been so fully
to redeem
restored that it has been enabled to effect a loan of $~,OOO,OOO
that amount of Treasury notes on terms more favorable than any that
have been offered for many years. And the 6 per cent stock which was
created in 1842 has advanced in the hands of the holders nearly 2 0 per
cent above its par value. T h e confidence of the people in the integrity
of their Government has thus been signally manifested. These opinions relative t o the public lands do not in any manner conzict with the
observante of tlie most liberal policy toward those of our fellow-citizens
who press forward into the wilderness and are the pioneers in the work
of its reclamation. In securing to al1 such their rights of preemption
the Government performs but a n act of retributive justice for sufferings
encountered and hardships endured, and finds ample remuneration in the
comforts which its po¡icy insures and the happiness which it imparts.
Should a revision of the tariff with a view to revenue become necessary in the estimation of Congress, 1 doubt not you will approach the
subject with a just and enlightened regard to the interests of the whole
Union. The principles and views which 1 have heretofore had occasion to submit remain unchanged. I t can, h o w e w e v e r be too often
repeated that the prominent interest of every important pursuit of life
requires for success permanency and stability in legislation. These can
only be-ned
by adopting a s the basis of action moderation in al1
things, w h i c t r K a s indispensably necessary t o secure the harmonious
action of the political as of the animal system. I n our -political organization no one section of the country should desire to have its supposed
interests advanced at the sacrifice of al1 others, but union, being the
great interest, equally precious to all, should be fostered and sustained
by mutual concessions and the cultivation of that spirit of compromise
from which the Constitution itself proceeded.
You will be informed by the report from the Treasury Department of
the measures taken tinder the act of the last session authorizirig the
reissue of Treasury notes in lieu of those then outstanding. T h e system
adopted in pursuance of existing laws seems well calculated to save the
country a large amount of interest, while it affords conveniences and
obviates dangers and expense in the transmission of funds to disbursing
agents. 1 refer you also to that report for the means proposed by the
Secretary to increase the revenue, and particularly to that portion of it
which relates to the subject of the warehousing system, which 1 earnestly
urged upon Congress at its last session and as to the importante of which
my opinion has undergone n o change.
I n view of the disordered condition of the currency at the time and
the high rates of exchange between different parts of the country, 1 felt
it to be incumbent on me to present to the cousideration of your predecess,\rs a proposition conflicting in no degree with the Constitution or
iv3h the rights of the States and having the sanction (not in detail, but
-
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in principle) of some of t h e eminent men who have preceded me in t h e
Executive office. That proposition contemplated the issuing of Treasury notes of denominations of not less than $5 nor more than $100, to be
employed i n the payment of the obligations of the Government in lieu
of gold and silver at the option of the public creditor, and t o an amount
not exceeding $~g,ooo,ooo. I t was proposed to make them receivable
everywhere and to establish st various points depositories of gold and
silver t o be lield iti trust for tlie~edemptionof such notes, so as to insure
their convertibility into specie. No doubt \vas entertained that such
notes would llave maintained a par value with gold and silver, thus furnishing a paper currency of equal value over the Union, thereby meeting
the just expectations of t h e people and fulfilling the duties of a parental
government. Whether t h e depositories sliould be permitted to se11 or
purchase bills under very limited restrictions, together with al1 its other
details, was submitted t o tlie wisdom of Congress and was regarded as
of secondary importance. 1 thought then and think now that such a n
arrangement would have been attended w i t h the happiest results. The'
whole matter of the currency woiild have been placed where by the Constitution it was designed t o be placed-under the immediate supervision
i
C
and control of Congress. T h e action of t h e Government would have
been independent of al1 corporations, and t h e same eye which rests unceasingly 011 t h e specie currency aud guards it against adulteration \vould also
have rested on the paper currency, to control and regulate its issues and
protect it against depreciation. The same reasons which xvould forbid
Congress from parting with the power over the coinage would seem t o
operate xvith nearly equal force in regard t o any substitution for the precious metals in the form of a circulating mediunl. Paper when substituted for specie constitutes a standard of value by which tlie operations
of society are regulated, and whatsoever causes its depreciation affects
society to a r i extent nearly, if not quite, equal to the adulteratioii of the
coin. Nor cari 1 withhold the remark t h a t its advantages contrasted
with a bank of the United States, apart from the fact that a barik \vas
esteemed a s obnoxious t o t h e public sentiment as well on t h e score of
expediency as of constitutiotialty, appeared t o me to be striking atid obvious. Tllc relief which a bank would afford by an issiie of $~g,ooo,ooo
of its notes, juclging from the cxperience of tlie late Utiited States Batik,
would not have occurred iri less thari fifteeii years, wliereas under t h e
proposed arrangemeilt t h e relief arisiiig from the issue of $15,ooo,ooo
of Treasury notes would have beeri consunlrnated iti orie year, thus furnishing in one-fifteenth part of tlie time iil whicli a bank could have
accomplishecl it a paper medium of exchange equal iri arnourit to the
real wants of the country a t par value with gold and silver. T h e saving
to the Government would have been equal t o al1 the interest which it
has hacl to pay on Treasury notes of previous as well a s subsequent
issues, thereby relieving t h e Government a n d a t the same time afforciing
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relief t o the people. Under al1 the responsibilities attached t o the station which 1 occupy, and in redemption of a pledge given t o the last
Congress a t the close of its first secsion, 1 submitted the suggestion to
its consideration at two consecutive sessions. The recommendation,
however, met with no favor a t its hands. While 1 am free to admit that
the necessities of the times have since become greatly ameliorated and
that there is good reason t o hope that the country is safely and rapidlyemerging from the difficulties and embarrassments which everywhere
surrounded it in 1841, yet 1 can not but think that its restoration to a
sound and healthy condition would be greatly expedited by a resort
to the expedient in a modified form.
The operations of the Treasury now rest upon the act of 1789 and the
resolution of 18I 6, and those laws have been so administered as to produce as great a quantum of good to the country as their provisions are
capable of yielding. I f there had been any distinct expression of opinion going to show that public sentiment is averse to the plan, either as
heretofore recommended to Congress or in a modified form, while my
own opinion in regard to it would remain unchanged 1 should be very
far from again presenting i t to your consideration. T h e Gcwemment
has originated with the States and the people, for their own benefit and
advantage, and it would be subversive of the foundation principles of the
political edifice w h i c w a v e r e a r d t ~ p e r s e v e r e
in a measure which
in their mature judgm-ffiey
had either repudiated or condemned.
The will of our constituents clearly expressed should be regarded as the
light to guide our footsteps, the true difference between a monarchical
or aristocratical government and a republic being that in the first the
will of the few prevails over the will of the many, while in the last
the will of the many should be alone consulted.
The report of the Secretary of War will bring you acquainted with the
condition of that important branch of the public service. T h e Army may
be regarded, in consequence of the small number of the rank and file in
each company and regiment, a s little more than a nucleus around which
to rally the military force of the country in case of war, and yet its services in preserving the peace of the frontiers are of a most important
nature. I n al1 cases of emergency the reliance of the country is properly placed in the militia of the several States, and it may well deserve
the consideration of Congress whether a new and more perfect organization might not be introduced, looking mainly t o the volunteer companies
of the Union for the present and of easy application to the great body of
the militia in time of war.
The expenditures of the War Department have been considerably
reduced in the last two years. Contingencies, however, may arise which
would cal1 for the filling up of the regitnents with a full complement of
men and make it very desirable to remount the corps of dragoons, which
by an act of the last Congress was directed t o be dissolved.

1 refer you to the accompanying report of the Secretary for informa*ion in relatiori to the Navy of the United States. While every effort has
been and will continue t o be made to retrench al1 superfluities and lop
off al1 excrescences which from time to time may have grown up, yet it
has not been regarded a s wise or prudent to recommend any material
2hange in the annual appropriations. T h e interests which are involved
are oE too important a character to lead to the recommendation of any
other thari a liberal policy. Adequate a~propriationsought to be made
to enable the Executive to f i t out al1 t h e ships that are now in a course
o£ building or that require repairs for active service in t h e shortest possible time should any emergency arise which may require it. An efficient navy, wliile it is the cheapest means of public defense, enlists in its
support t h e feelings of pride and confidence which brilliant deeds and
heroic valor have heretofore served to strengthen and confirm.
1 refer you particularly to that part of the Secretary's report which
has reference to recent experiments in the application of steam and in
the construction of our war steamers, made under the superintendence
o£ distinguished oacers of the Navy. I u addition to other manifest
irnprovements in the construction of the steam engine and application of
the motive power which has rendered them more appropriate to the uses
of sliips of war, one of those officers has broilglit into use a power which
makes t h e steamship most formidable either for attack or defense. 1 can
,-nat
too strongly recommend this subject to your consideration and do not
hesitate to express my entire conviction of its great irnportance.
1 cal1 your particular attention also to that portion of t h e Secretary's
report which has reference to the act of the late session of Congress
which prohibited the transfer of any balance of appropriation from other
heads of appropriation to that for building, equipment, and repair. T h e
repeal of tliat prohibitioti will enable the Department t o give renewed
employment to a large class of workmen who have been necessarily discharged in consequence of the want of means to pay them-a
circumstance attended, especially a t this season of the year, with much privation
and suffering.
I t gives rnts great pain to arinounce to yoti the loss o£ the steamship
the A F i ~ s o z ~ by
r i fire in t h e Bay of Gibraltar, ~vhereslie had stopped to
renew her supplies of coa1 on lier voyage to Alexandria, with Mr. Cushing, the American minister to China, on board. There is ground for
higli comrnendation of the officers and men for the coolness and itltrepidity and perfect submission to discipline evinced under the most trying
circumstances. Surrounded by a ragirig fire, which the utmost exertions
coulcl riot subdue, and which threatened monlentarily the explosion of
her well-supplied inagazines, the officers exhibited no signs o£ fear and
the men obeyed every order with alacrity. Nor was she abandoned
until the last gleani of hope of saving her liad expired. I t is wcll ~vortliy
of your consideration whether the losses sustained by tlie officers and
crew in this unfortunate affair should not be reimbursed to them.

-
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1 can not take leave of this painful subject without adverting to the
aid rendered upon the occasion by the British authorities at Gibraltar
and the commander, officers, and crew of the British ship of the line
the Malabar, which was lying at the time in the bay. Everything that
generosity or humanity could dictate was promptly performed. It is by
such acts of good will by one to another of the family of nations that
fraternal feelings are nourished and t h e blessings of permanent peace
secured.
T h e report of the Postmaster-General will bring you acquainted with
the operations of that Department during the past year, and will suggest
to you such modifications of the existing laws as in your opinion the
exigencies of the public service may require. The change which the
country has undergone of late years in t h e mode of travel and transpor.
tation has afforded so many facilities for the transmission of mail matter
out of t h e regular mail as to require the greatest vigilante and circunispection in order to enable the officer a t the head of the Department to
restrain the expenditures within the income. There is also too mnch
reason t o fear that the franking privilege has run into great abuse. T h e
Department, nevertheless, has been conducted with the greatest vigor,
and has attained at the least posible expense ali the useful objects for
which it was established.
quite happy in the belief that
I n regard to al1 the Departmnothing has been left undone whic~w5C~called
for by a true spirit of
economy or by a system of accountability rigidly enforced. ~ h i is
s in
some degree apparent from the fact that the Government has sustained
no loss by the default of any of its agents. In the complex, but at the
same time beautiful, machinery of our system of government, it is not
a matter of surprise that some remote agency may have failed for an
instant to fulfill its desired office; but 1 feel confident in the assertion
that nothing has occurred to interrupt the harmonious action of the
Government itself, and that, while the laws have been executed with
efficiency and vigor, the rights neither of States nor individuals have
been trampled on or disregarded.
I n the meantime the country has been steadily advancing in al1 that
contributes to national greatness. T h e tide of population continues
unbrokenly to flow into the new States and Territories, where a refuge
is found riot only for our native-born fellow-citizens, but for emigrants
from al1 parts of the civilized world, who come among us to partake of
the blessings of our free institutions and to aid by their labor to swell the
currerit of our wealth and power.
I t is due to every consideration of public policy that the lakes and
rivers of the West should receive al1 such attention at the hands of Congress as the Constitution will enable it t o bestow. Works in favorable
and proper situations on the Lakes would be found to be as indispensably necessary, in case of war, to carry on safe and successful naval
-

-

-
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without a sacrifice of the national honor; the war in Florida was brought
to a speedy tennination; a large portion of the claims on Mexico have
been fully adjudicated and are in a course of payment, while justice has
been rendered to us i n other matters by other nations; confidence between
man and man is in a great measure restored and the credit of this Govcrnment fully and perfectly reestablished; commerce is becoming more
and more extended in its operations and manufacturing and mechanical industry once more reap the rewards of ski11 and labor honestly
applied; the operations of trade rest on a sound currency and the rates
of exchange are reduced to their lowest amount.
I n this condition of things 1 have felt it to be my duty to bring t o
your favorable consideration matters of great interest in their present
and ultimate results; and the only desire which 1 feel in connection with
the future is and will continue to be to leave the country prosperous and
its institutions unimpaired.
JOHN TYLER.

SPECIAI, MESSAGES.
/

CITY OF WASHINGTON,
December
-

8, r843.

To the Nouse of lPep~eseiitafivesof the Uiiifed Sfates+1 transmit herewith a report from the Secretary of the Treasury,
exhibiting certain transfers of appropriations which have been made in
that Department in pursuance of the power vested in the President of
the United States by the act of Congress of the 3d March, 1809, entitled
"An act further to amend the several acts for the establishment and
regulation of the Treasury, War, and Navy Departments."
JOHN TYLER.

WASRINGTON,
Decembev 12, 1843.
To the Senate of fhe United States:
1transmit herewith to the Senate, for their consi&ration iu rcfercuce
to its ratification, a convention for the surrender of criminals between
the United States of America and His Majesty the King of the French,
signed a t this place on the 9th day of November last by the Secretary of
State and the minister plenipotentiary a d intefinz from the French Government to the United States.
JOHN TYLER.
WASHINGTON,
December r6, r8g3.
To tlte House o f Represea fafives:
The two Houses of Congress at their last session passed a joint resolu.
originated iri the House of Representatives, "presenting the
tion, which

thanks of Congress t o Samuel T. Washington for the service sword of
George Washington and the staff of Benjamin Franklin, presented by him
to Congress." This resolution (in consequence, doubtless, of a merely
accidental omission) did not reach me until after t h e adjournment of
Corigress, and therefore did not receive my approval and signature, which
it would otherwise promptly have received. 1 nevertheless felt myself
a t liberty and deemed it entirely proper to communicate a copy of theresolution to Mr. Washington, as is manifested by the accompanying
copy of the letter which 1 addressed to him. The joint resolution, together with a copy of the letter, is deposited in the Department of State,
and can be withdrawn and communicated to the House if it see cmse t o
require them.
JOHN TYLER.
[Fmm Miscellaneous Letters, Department of State.]

DEAR SIR: 1 send you a copy of a joint resolution of the two Houses of Congress
expressive of the estimate which they place upou the presents which you recently
made to the United States of the sword used by your illustrious relat-eorge
Washington, in the military career of his early youth in the Seven Years' War, and
throughout the War of our National Independence, and of the staff bequeathed by
the patriot, statesman, and sage Benjamin Franklin to the carne leader of the arniies
of freedom in the Revolutionary War, George Washingtoíi.
These precious relics have been accepted in the name of the nation, and have been
deposited aniong its archives.
1 avail myself of the opportunity afforded in the performance of this pleasing task
to tender you assurances of my high respect and esteem.
JOHN TYLER.
[Froni Pocketed Laws, Departlnent o€ State.]
J O I N T RESOLUTION presenting the tlianks of Congress to Saniiiel T. Washington for the
service sword of George Washington and the staffof Benjamin I'ranklin, presented by h i m
to Congress.

ResoZved unanimousZy by fhe Senafe a n d House of Re$resentafizes of fhe U ~ z i i e d
Statcs of America i7z Congress assembZed, That the thanks of this Congress be preseiited to Samuel T. Washington, of Kanawha County, Va.,'for the present of t h e
sword nsed by his illustrious relative, George Washington, i n t h e military career of
his early youth in the Severi Years' War, aiid throughout the XVar of our N ~ t i o n a l
Independerice, and of tlie staff bequeathed by the patriot, statesinan, and sage Benjamiti Franklin to tlie sanie leader of t h e arniies of freedom in the Revolutionary
War, George Washington.
That these precious relics are hereby accepted in the name of the natiori; thzt
they be deposited for safe-keeping in the Department of State of the United States;
arid that a copy of this resolution, signed by the President of the Senate and t h e
Speaker of the House of Representatives, be transmitted t o the said Samuel T.
Washington.
JOKN W H I T E ,
Speaker O/ fhe Nouse ofI¿tpvesentaiives.
WILLIE P . MANGUM,
President of the Senatepro tem@ore.
M P-VOL N-18
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WASHINGTON,
December 26, r8g3.
T o fhe Senafe of fhe United Sfafes:
1transmit herewith a communication from the W a r Department, containing al1 the information and correspondence in that Department " on
the subject of the 'mountain howitzer' taken by Lieutenant Fremont
on the expedition t o the Oregon " [Territory] , as requested by the resolution o£ the Senate of the 18th instant.
JOHN TYLER.

-.

WASHINGTON,
D. C., December 27, r8q3.
T o fhe Senafe of fize United Sfafes:
1lay before the Senate a convention for the settlement of the claims of
the citizens and Government of the Mexican Republic against the Government o£ the United States and of the citizens and Government of t h e
United States against the Government of the Mexican Republic, signed
in the City of Mexico on the 20th of last month.
1 am happy to believe that this convention provides as fully as is practicable for the adjustment of al1 claims of our citizens on the Government
of Mexico. That Government has thus afforded a gratifying ~ r o o fof its
promptness and good faith in observing the stipulation of the sixth article of the convention of the 30th o£ January last.
JOHN TYLER.

-

-

WASHINGTON,
January 8, r8gq.
T o fize Senate of fhe Unifed Sfafes:
1 herewith transmit a report* made by the Secretary of the Navy i n
pursuance of the provisions of the act of the 3d March, 1843.
JOHN TYLER.
WASHINGTON,
January ro, r8gg.
T o fhe House of Reflresentatiues:
1 transmit the accompanying letterf from the Secretary'of State, and
copy of a correspondence between that officer and the minister from Portugal near this Government, to which 1 invite the attention of Congress.
JOHN TYLER.
WASHINGTON,
January 16, r8gg.
T o fhe Uouse of Reflresenfafives of fhe UniLeted Sfates:
I n answer to the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 10th
instant, requesting the President to communicate to that body "copies
of al1 correspondence with any foreign government relative to the title,
boundary, discovery, and settlenlent of tlie Territory of Oregon," 1 llave
BTransmitting abstracts of proposals made t o the Navy Department atid its several burenus.
tnelating to the duties levied on the wines of Portugal and its possessions by t-riff acts of t h e
United Statw in violation &he
treaty of Auguct 26,1840.

to state that the information called for by the House has been already
from time to time transmitted to Congress, wlth the exception of such
correspondence as lias been held within the last few months between
the Department of State and our minister at London; that there is a
prospect of opening a negotiation on the subject of the northwestern
boundary of the United States immediately after the arrival at Wasliington of the newly appointed British minister, now daily expected; and
that under existing circumstances it is deemed inexpedient, with a viem
to the public interest, to furnish a copy of the correspondence above
mentioned.
JOHN TYLER.

CITY, January r7, r8pp.
WASHINGTON
T o fhe Senafe of fhe Unifea' Siates:
I u compliance with the resolution of the Senate of the 26th ultimo, 1
transmit herewith a report of the Secretary of War, with a copy of tlie
proceedings of the court-martial in the case of Second Lieutenant D. C.
Buell, Tliird Infantry, and of al1 orders atld papers in relation thereto.
I t will be perceived that at the date of the resolution the final actiou
of the Executive %vasrlot had upori the case. That action having sirice
taken place, it is communicated with the papers.
JOHN TYLER.

-

-

--

WASHINGTON,
D. C., j a n u a r y 19, r8gg.
T o the Nouse of Rejresentatives:
In conipliance with your resolution of the 15th December, 1843, requesting "such information as may be o11 file in any of the Departments
relative to the formatioil of a junction between the Atlantic and Pacific
oceaxis," 1 transmit herewith a letter from the Secretary of State, with
accompanying documents, in relation thereto.
JOHN TYLER.
WASHINGTON,
January 24, 1844.
T o fhe Nouse of Re@resentatives:
1 comniunicate to the House of Representatives a report from the Secretary of State, uncler date of the 7th ultimo, acconlpanied by a copy
of a note from the Chevalier de Argaiz, on the subject of the schooner
Amistad.
JOHN TYLER.
WASIIINGTON,
J a n ~ ~ a r26,18+4.
y
T o fhc Nouse of Reflp-esozfafiues:
1 transmit herewith a report of the Secretary of War and accompanying papers, containitig the inforriiation respecting tlle Inclians remainirig
at preserit in Florida, requested by a resolution of the House of Representatives
of tbe 10th instant.
JOHN TYLER.
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T o flie Senafe of fhe Unihd Stafes:

WASHINGTON,
January 30, r8qq.

1 transmit a report* of the War Department, prepared under a resolution of the Senate of the 4th instant.
JOHN TYLER.
WASHINGTON,
Febluary 6, z8qp.
T o the House of Re@resentafives:

I n compliance with the resolution of the House of Representatives of
the 22d January, 1 herewith transmit a lettert from the Secretary of the
Navy, containing al1 the information in the possession of that Department on the subject to which the resolution refers.
JOHN TYLER.
WASHINGTON,
February 7, 1844.
T o the Senate of the Unifed States:

1 transmit to the Senate of the United States, in answer to their resolution of the 9th of January last, a reportf from the Secretary of State
and a reports from the Secretary of War.
JOHN TYLER.
-

WASHINGTON,
Febluary 9, 1844.

T o the Senate o f - e United States:

In compliance with the resolution of the Senate of the 31st January, 1
herewith transmit the accompanying letterll from the Secretas. of the
Navy.
JOHN TYLER.

February
WASHINGTON,

12,1844.

T o the Senate of the United Siates:

1 herewith transmit to the Senate articles of agreement between the
Delawares and Wyandots, by which the Delawares propose to convey to
the Wyandots certain lands therein mentioned, for the ratification and
approval of the Senate, together with the accompanying documents,
marked A and B.
My mind is not clear of doubt as to the power of the Executive to
act in the matter, but being opposed to the assumption of any doubtful
powér, 1have considered it best to submit the agreement to your consideration.
JOHN TYLER.
*Relating to the proceedings and conduct of t h e Choctaw commission, citting in t h e State of
Mississippi, under the Dancing Rahhit Creek treaty.
t Relating to appointments of masters' mates a n d the postponement of the sailing of t h e frigate
Rariton.
íStating that there has been no correspoiidence with the British Government relative to presents, etc., by that Government to Indians i n t h e United States.
ZTransmitting a letter from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs relative to presents. etc.. to
Xndians in the United States by the British Goueuiment.
URelathg to a proposed extension of the duties of the Home Squadron.

-

WASHINGTON,
February 12, r 8 g g .
T o fhe Senate of fhe Unz'ted Sfates:
1 transmit herewith a letter from the governor of Iowa, accompanied
by a memorial from the legislative assembly of that Territory, asking
admission as an independent State into the Onion.
JOHN TYLER.
WASHINGTON,
fibruary 12, 1844.
T o fhe Senate of the United Stafes:
1 transmit herewith the copy of a report made by Captain R. F. Stockton, of the United States Navy, relative to the vessel of tvar the Princefon, whicli has beeri constructed under his &pervision and direction, and
recomniend the sanie to the attentive consideration of Congress.
JOHN TYLER.
FEBRUARY
15, 1844.
T o fhe Senafe o j fhe U n i f e d Sfafes:
1 communicate herewith a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury,
submitting a report from the Commissioner of the General Land Office
and accompanying papers, in answer to a resolution adopted by the Senate on the 6th instant, requesting certain information respecting the
receipt by local land officers of fees not authorized by law and the measures which have been adopted in reference thereto.

JO&

'fuLER.

WASHINGTON,
D. C., February 15, 1844.
T o the Senate and Nouse of Representafivcs of the United Sfates:
I n compliance with the request contained in the accompanying letter
from the governor of tlie State of Kentiicky, 1herewith transmit certain
resolutions* adopted by the legislatiire of that State, in relation t o a
digest of the decisious of the Supreme Court of the United States.
JOHN TYLER.

WASHINGTON,
February 20, r 8 g g .
T o fhe Nouse of lieI,resenfafivesof fhe Unifed Sfafes:
I transmit herewith a reportt from tlie Secretary of War, containing
the information requested iu the resolutiori of the House of Representatives of the 29th ultimo.
I n order to a full iinderstanding of the matter 1 have cleemed it proper
to transmit with tlie information requested a copy of the reply of the
Adjiitant-General t o Brevet Major-General Gaines, with the documents
to which it refers.
JOHN TYLER.
*Askiiig the publication aricl distribution of a digest of tbe clecisions of tlie Suprenie Court of the
United States.
t Kelating to the settlement of the accounts of lilajor-GenP.-al GainP e+<.

-

-
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WASHINGTON,
February 20, 1844.
T o the Senafe of the United States:
1 transmit to the Senate a report* from the Secretary of State, with
accompanying documents, in answer to their resolution of the 31st of
January last.

JOHN TYLER.

WASHINGTON,
February 21, 1844.
To fhe House of Re$yesentatives of the Unifed States:
1 herewith transmit to the House of Representatives, in answer to their
resolution of the 16th instant, a reportf from the Secretary of State, witb
the correspondence therein referred to.

JOHN TYLER.

WASHINGTON,
Febmary 23, 1844.
To the House of Representatives:
1 transmit herewith a communication from the Secretary of the Navy,
to which 1invite the particular attention of Congress. The act entitled
"An act to authorize the President of the United States to direct transfers of appropriation in the naval service under certain circumstances"
has this day met with my approval, under no expectation that it can be
rendered available to the present wants of the service, but as containing an exposition of the views of Congress as to the entire policy of
transfers from one head of aplrrsfxiation to any other in the naval service and as a guide t o the Exezutke in the administration of the duties
of that Department. The restrictions laid upon the power to transfer
by the latter clauses of the act have rendered its passage of no avail a t
the present moment.
It will, however, be perceived by the document accompanying the
report of the Secretary that there has been realized by recent sales of old
iron, copper, and other matenals the sum of $ 1 16,922.79. These sales
were ordered for the express purpose of enabling the Executive to complete certain ships now on tke stocks, the completion of which is called for
by the economical wants of the service; and the doubt existing as to the
power of the Government to apply this sum to the objects contemplated
proceeds from the fact that the late Secretary of the Navy directed them
t o be placed in the Treasury, although in doing so he had no intention of
diverting them from their intended head of expenditure. The Secretary
of the Treasury, however, has brought himself to the opinion that they
could only be entered under the head of miscellaneous receipts, and therefore can only be withdrawn by authority of an express act of Congress.
1 would suggest the propriety of the passage of such a n act without delay.
As intimately associated with the means of public defense, 1 can not

*

Relnting to slnves cotnrnitting irimes atid esctipitip fmui the Uiiitecl Ststes to the Rritish qloniintht. 1.vfusa10ftht I~rilis1~
nl~tI>oriti~s
1 0 pive thetn
ioiis siiire tlie rntifirntioti of tht-tr~atyof1h.12. :111<1
up, and to the.constnictioii which the British Gorerrirnent puts upori tlie article of said treaty relative to slaves cornmitting crimes in the United States and taking refuge i n the British dominions.
f Relating to a dernand upon the British Government for the surrender o£ certain fugitive crimifrom Florida under the provisions of the tenth article of the t r e a t u Washington.
nal~
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This most lamentable occurrence transpired on board the United States
ship of war the Princeton on yesterday at about half past 4 o'clock in the
evening, and proceeded from the explosion of one of the large guns of
that ship.
T h e loss which the Govemment and the country have sustained by this
deplorable event is heightened by the death at the same time and by the
same cause of severa1 distinguished persons &d valuable citizens.
-1 shall be permitted to express my great grief a t an occurrence which
has thus suddenly stricken from my side two gentlemen upon whose
advice 1 so confidently relied in the discharge of my arduous task of
administering the office of the executive department, and whose services
a t this interesting period were of such vast importance.
I n some relief of the public sorrow which must necessarily accompany
this most painful event, it affords me muchsatisfaction to say that i t was
produced by no carelessness or inattention on the part of the officers and
crew of the P&nceton, but must be set down as one of those casualties
which to a greater or less degree attend upon every service, and which
are invariably incident to the temporal affairs of mankind. 1 will also
add that it in no measure detracts from the value of the iniprovement
contemplated in the construction of the Prtnceton or from the merits of
her brave and distinguished commander and projector.
JOHN TYLER.
WASHINGTON,
March 7, 1 8 g g .
T o fhe House of Representatives of the United Sfafes:
1 transmit to the House of Representatives a report* from the Secrstary of State, with documents, containing the information requested by
their resolution of the 26th ultimo.
JOHN TYLER.
WASHINGTON,
March 8, r 8 g p .
T o the Nouse of Representatives:
I n compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives of
the 10th of January last, 1 communicate to that body a reportf from the
Secretary of State ad iíztenin, which embraces the information caiíed
for by said resolution.
JOHN TYLER.
WASHINGTON,
March 8, 1846.
T o the Senate of the Unifed States:
1 conlmunicate to the Senate a report,$ with the documents accompa.
nying it, from the Secretary of State, in answer to a resolution of that
body of the 25th of January, 1844.
JOHN TYLER.
*Relating to the colony of Liberia, in Africa.
tRelating to the production, growth, and trade in tobacco.
f Transmitting names, returns, etc., of consnls and commercial agents of the United States.

-

WASHINGTON,
March 9 , 1844.
T o fhe Senafe of the Uniled States:
1 transmit to the Senate, in answer to their resolution of the 21st
ultimo, a report* from the Secretary of State, with accompanying papers.
JOHN TYLER.
WASHINGTON,
March 11,1844.
T o fhe Nouse of lPepresenfafives:
I n compliance with your resolution of the 26th ultimo, 1 herewith
transmit a reportt from the Secretary of the _Xavy.
JOHN TYLER.

Marcti 12, 1844.
WASHINGTON,
T o ftie House ofRe$resenfatiues:
I transmit herewith a report $ of the Secretary of War, prepared in
compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 26th
ultimo.
JOHN TYLER.

D. C., March 18, 1844.
WASHINGTON,
T o fhe Nouse if Re$resenfafives:
1 transmit lierewith a report 5 from the Secretary of State, in ansxver
to the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 18th of January
last.
JOHN TYLER.
WASEINGTON,March 19,r844.
T o fhe Sena fe of the United Sfates:
1 transmit herewith a letter 11 from the Secretary of State and certain
documents accompanying the same, in answer to the resolution of the
Senate of the 8th instant.
JOHN TYLER.
WASHINGTON,
M a ~ c t i20, 1844.
T o fhe Senafe of the Unifed States:
1 transmit to the Senate a report from the Secretary of State, with
documents, coritaining the informatiori*
of the 23d ultirilo.

requested by their resolution
JOHN TYLER.

*Relnting to t h e abuse of the United States flag ir1 subservience to the hfrican slave trade, and to
t h e taking away of slaves the property of Portuguese subjects in vessels owned o r employed by
citizens of the United States.
tTransmitting list of officers appoitited iii t h e Navy since J u n e I , ,843.
f Tratismitting list of officers appointed iri tlie Arrny cince J o n e r , 1843.
8Trancmitting list of persons emploged l>yt h e Departmeiit of State without exprrss authority
of tan, etc., froln Mnrcli 4, 1837, to December 3 r . 1843.inclusive.
IITransmitting t h e commission appointing Caleb Cushing a representative of the Goverument
of the United States i n China; papers, etc., c0ncernirig t h s payment of $4o,ooo, appropriated for
cettclirig a cominissioner, etc., to Chirla.
**Relatiug to tlle interpretation of t h c t c n t h article of the treaty of August g , i8.p. between t h e
United States and Great Britain.
-
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WASHINGTON,
March 20, r 8 g p
To the House of Representatives:
1 transmit herewith to the House of Representatives a copy of the convention concluded on the 17th day of March, 1841,between the United
States and the Republic of Peru, which has been duly ratified and of
which the ratifications have been exchanged.
T h e communication of this treaty is now made to the end that suitable
measures may be adopted to give effect to the first article thereof, which
provides for the distribution among the claimants of the sum of $300,000, ,
thereby stipulated to be paid.
JOHN TYLER.
[The same message was seut to the Senate.]

CITY, March 26, r8gp.
WASHINGTON
To the Senafe of the United States:
1 transmit herewith copies of the report and papers* referred to in a
resolution of the Senate of the 20th of February last.
-iC-

JOHN TYLER.

WASHINGTON,
March 26, 1844.
To the House of Represenfafives of the Unifed Stafes:
1 submit for the consideration of Congress the accompanying communication from A. Pageot, minister plenipotentiary ad inferim of the King
of the French, upon the subject of the tonnage duties levied on French
vessels coming into the ports of the United States from the islands of St.
Pierre and Miquelon, and proposing to place our commercial intercourse
with those islands upon the same footing as now exists with the islands
of Martinique and Guadaloupe, as regulated by the acts of the 9th of
May, 1828, and of the 13th of July, 1832. NO reason is perceived for
the discrimiuation recognized by the existing law, and none why the provisions of the acts of Congress referred to should not be extended to the
cornmerce of the islands in question.
JOHN TYLER.
-

1 transmit herewith a communication from the Secretary of the Treasury, to whom 1 had referred the resolution of the Senate of the 27th
December last, showing that the informationt called for by that resolution can not be furnished from authentic data.
JOHN TYLER.
*Relating to the survey of the harbor of St. Louic.
tstaternent of the experiditures of the Government each year from its organization up to the
present period, and when and for what purpose these expenditures were rnade.

WASHINGTON,
D. C., Apn'l

9, r 8 g g .

T o the House of Represenfaiives:
In conapliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives of the
23d of March last, requesting t h e President to lay before the House " the
authority and t h e tme copies of al1 requests and applications upon which
he deemed it his duty to interfere with the naval and military forces of
the United States on the occasion of the recent attempt of the people
of Rhode Islarid to establish a free constitution iri the place of the old
charter government of that State; also copies of the instructions to and
statements of the charter commissioners sent to him by the then existing
authorities of the State of Rhode Island; also copies of the correspondence between the Executive of the United States and the charter gorernment of the State of Rhode Island, and al1 tlie papers and documents
connected with the same; also copies of t h e correspondence, if any,
between the heads of Departments and said charter government or any
person or persons connected with the said government, and of any accompanying papers and documents; also copies of al1 orders issued by the
Executive of the United States, or any of the Departments, to military
officers for t h e movement or employment of troops to or in Rhode Island;
also copies of al1 orders to naval officers to prepare steam or other vessels
of the United States for service in the waters of Rhode Island; also copies
of al1 orders to the officers of revenue cutters for the same service; also
copies of any instructions borne-by the Secretary of War to Rhode Island
on his visit in 1842 to review t h d r a a p s of the charter government; also
copies of any order or orders to any officer or officers of the Army or
Navy to report themselves t o the charter government; and that he be
requested to lay before this House copies of any other papers or documents in the possession of the Executive connected with this subject not
above specifically enumerated," 1 have to inform the House that the
Executive did not deem i t his "duty to interfere with the naval and
niilitary forces of the United States" in the late disturbances iii Rhode
Island; that no orders were issued by the Exectitive or ariy of the
Departments to military officers for the niovement or ernployrrient of
troops to or in Rhode Island otlier than those which accompany this
niessage and xvhich contemplated the strengtlieriing of the garrison at
Fort Adains, xvliich, considerixig the extent of tlie agitation ixi Rhode
Islancl, was esteemed necessary and judicious; that no orders xvere issued
to naval officers to prepare steam or other vessels of the United States
for service ir> the waters of Khode Island; t h a t no orders were issued
" to the officers of the reveriue ctitters for said service;" that no instructions were borne by " the Secretary of War to Rhode Island o11 his visit
in 1942 fo review the t~oopsof the chnvfeergovernment;" that no orders were
givexi to ariy officer or officcrs of the Army or Navy to report theniselves
to the charter government; tliat " requests and applications " were
made to the Executive to fulfill the guaranties of the Constitution which

-

-

284

Messages and Pa9er.s of the Presidents

impose on the Federal Government the obligation to protect and defend
each State of the Union against "domestic violence and foreign invasion, ''
but the Executive was at no time convinced that the casusj¿¿derishad
arisen which required the interposition of the military or naval power in
the controversy which unhappily existed. between the people of Rhode
Island. I was in no manner prevented from so interfering by the inquiry
whether Rhode Island existed as an independent State of the Union
under a charter granted at au early Period by the Crown of Great Britain
or not. I t was enough for the Executive to know that she was recognized as a sovereign State by Great Britain by the treaty of 1783; that a t
a later day she had in common with her sister States poured out her blood
and freely expended her treasure in the War of the Revolution; that she
was a party to the Articles of Confederation; that a t an after period
she adopted the Constitution of the United States as a free, independent,
and republican State; and that in this character she has always possessed
her full quota of representation in the Senate and House of Representatives; and that up to a recent day she has conducted al1 her domestic
affairs and fulfilled al1 her obligations as a member of the Union, in
peace and war, under her cW g o v e r n m e n t , as it is denominated by the
resolution of the House of the 23d March. 1 must be permitted to disclaim entirely and unqualifiedly the right on the part of the Executive
to make any real or supposed defects existing in any State constitution or
form of government the pretext for a failure to enforce the laws or the
guaranties of the Constitution of the United States in reference to any
such State. I utterly repudiate the idea, in terms as emphatic as 1 can
employ, that those laws are not to be enforced or those guaranties complied with because ¿he Presia'ent may believe that the right of suffragc
or any other great popular right is either too restricted or too broadly
enlarged. 1 also with equal strength resist' the idea that it falls within
the Executive competency to decide in controversies of the nature of
that which existed in Rhode Island on which side is the majority of the
people or as to the extent of the rights of a mere numerical majority.
For the Executive to assume such a power would be to assume a power
of the most dangerous character. Under such assumptions the State; of
this Union would have no security for peace or tranquillity, but might
be converted into the mere instruments of Executive will. Actuated by
selfish purposes, he might become the great agitator, fomenting assaults
upon the State constitutions and declaring the majority of to-day to be
the minority of to-morrow, and the minority, in its turn, the majority,
before whose decrees the established order of things in the State should
be subverted. Revolution, civil commotion, and bloodshed would be the
inevitable consequences. The provision in the Constitution intended for
the security of the States would thus be turned into the instrument of
their destruction. T h e President would become, in fact, the great constifution m a k e r for the States, and al1 power would be vested in his hands.

-

When, therefore, the governor of Rhode Island, by his letter of the 4th
af Apnl, 1842, made a requisition upon the Executive for aid to put down
the late disturbances, 1 had no hesitation in recognizing the obligations
of the Executive to furnish such aid upon the occurrence of the contingency provided for by the Constitution and laws. My letter of the 11th
of April, i ~reply
i
to the governor's letter of the 4th, is herewith communicated, together with al1 correspondence which passed at a subsequent
dayand the letters and documents mentioned iu the schedule hereunto
annexed. From the correspondence between t h e Executive of the United
States and that of Rhode Island, it will not escape observatiori that while
1regarded it a s my duty to announce the principles by which 1 should
govern myself iii the contingency of an armed interposition on the part
of this Government being necessary to uphold the rights of thc State of
Rhode Island and to preserve its domestic peace, yet that the strong
hope was indulged and expressed that al1 the difficulties would disappear before an enlightened policy of couciliation and compromise. In
that spirit 1 addressed to Governor King the letter of the 9th of May,
1842, marked "private and confidential," and received his reply of the
12th of May of the samc year. The desire of the Executive was from the
beginning to bring the dispute to a termination without the interposition
of the military power o£ the United States, and it will continue to be a
subject of self-congratulation that this leading object of policy was finally
accomplished. The Executive resisted al1 errtreaties, however iirgent,
to depart from this line of conduct. Informakkt-hm private sources
had led the Executive to conclude that little else was designed by Mr.
' intimidation;
Dorr and his adherents than mere menace with a view m
nor was th; . opinion in any degree shaken until the 22d of June, 1842,
when it IV 3 strongly represented from reliable sources, as will be seen by
reference t o the documents herewith communicated, that preparations
were making by Mr. Dorr, witli a large force in arms, to invade the
State, which force had beeri recruited iu the rieigliboring States and had
been already preceded by the collection of military stores in considerable
quantities at one or two points. This was a state of things to which the
Zxecutive could not be indifferent. Mr. Dorr speedily afterwards took
up his headquarters at Chepacliet and assumed the cominand of what
\vas reported to l
x a large force, drawn chiefly from voluritary enlistmehts made ir1 rieigliboring States. The Executive could with difficulty
bring itself to realize the fact that the citizens of otlier States should have
forgotten their duty to themselves and the Constitution of the United
States and have entered into the highly reprehensible and indefensible
course of intcrfering so far in the concerns of a sister State a s to have
entered into plans of invasioii, conquest, and revolution; but the Executive felt it to be its duty to look minutely into the matter, and therefore
the Secretary of War was dispatched to Rhode Island with instructions
(a copy of which is herewith transmitted), and was authorized, should
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a requisition be made upon the Executive by the government of Rhode
Island in pursuance of law, and the invaders should not abandon their
purposes, to call upon the governors of Massachusetts m d Connecticut
for a sufficient number of militia at once to arrest the invasion and to
interpose such of the regular troops as could be spared from Fort Adams
for the defense of the city of Providence in the event of its being attacked,
Happily there was
as was strongly represented to be in contemplation.
no necessity for either issuing the proclamation or the requisition or for
removing the troops from Fort Adams, where they had been properly
stationed. Chepachet was evacuated and Mr. Dorr's troops dispersed
without the necessity of the interposition of any military force by this
Government, thus confirming me in my early impressioiis that nothing
more had been designed from the first by those associated with Mr. Dorr
than to excite fear and apprehension and thereby to obtain concessions
from the constituted authorities which might be claimed as a triumph
over the existing government.
With the dispersion of Mr. Dorr's troops ended al1 difficulties. A convention was shortly aftenvards called, by due course of law, to amend the
fundamental law, and a new c o n s t i t u t i o ~ on
d more liberal principles
than that abrogated, was proposed, and adopted by the people. Thus
the great American experiment of a change in government under the
influence of opinion and not of force has been again crowned with suce e s s , d the State and people of Rhode Island repose
in safety under
institutions of their own adoption, unterrified by any future prospect of
necessary change and secure against
domestic violence and invasion from
abroad. 1 congratulate the country upon so happy a termination of a
condition of things which seemed at orie time seriously to threaten the
public peace. 1
; may jnstly be regarded as worthy óf the age and of
the country in which we live.
JOHN TYLER.
-

PROVIDENCE,
Apnl 4,1842.
T h e PRESIDEN'S
O P THE UNITED STATES.
SIR:The State of Rhode Island is threatened with domestic violence. Apprehending that the legislature can not be convened in sufficient season to apply t o t h e
Government of the United States for effectual protection in this case, 1 hereby apply
t o you, as the executive of the State of Rhode Island, for t h e protection which is
required by the Constitution of the United States. To communicate more fully with
you o n this subject, 1 have appointed John Whipple, John Brown Francis,,and
Elisha R. Potter, esqs., three of onr most distinguished citizens, to proceed to Washington and to make known to you in behalf of this State t h e circumstances which
call for the interposition of the Government of the United States for our protection.
1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAM. W. KING,
Governov of Rhode IsZand.
PROVIDENCE,
AP1ZZ 4,1842.
- T h e PRESIDENT
O F THE UNITED STATES.
SIR: For nearly a year last past the State of Rhode Island has been agitated by
revolutionary movements, and is now threatened with domestic violence.

The report* of a joint committee of both branches of the legislature of this State,
with an act* aud resolutions* accompanying the same, herewith communicated,
were passed utianimously by t h e senate, and by a vote of 60 to 6 in t h e house of
representatives. The legislature adjourned to the first Tuesday of May next.
I t has become my duty by one of these recolutions t o adopt snch measures as in
my opinion may be necessary i n t h e recess of the legislature to execute the laws and
preserve the State from domestic violence.
The provisiotis of the said act " i n relation to offenses against the sovereign power
of this State" have created much excitement among that portion of the people who
have unequivocally declared their intention to set u p another government in this
State and to put down the existing government, and they threaten, individually and
collectively, t o resist the execution of this act. The numbers of this party are sufficiently formidable to threaten seriously our peace, and ixi some portions of the State,
and in this city particularly, may coiistitute a majority of the physical force, though
they are a minority of the people of tlie State.
Under the dangers which now tlireaten us, 1 have appointed John Whipple, John
Brown Francis. and Elisha R. Potter, esqs., three of our most distinguished citizens,
to proceed t o Washington and consult with you i n behalf of this State, with a view
that such precautionary measures may be taken b y t h e Government of t h e United
States as may afford us that protection which the Constitution of the United States
requires. There is but little doubt that a proclamation from the President of the
United States and the presence here of a military officer to act under t h e authority
of tlie United States would destroy the delusion which is now so prevaleut, and convince the delucled that in a contest with the government of this state they would be
involved in a contest with the Government 3f the United States, which could only
eventuate iii their destruction.
A s no State can keep troops in time of peace without tlie consent of Congress,
tliere is tlie more necessity that we should be protected by those who have the
means of protection. We shall do al1 we can for ourselves. The Gozernmeut of
tlie United States lias the pomer to preven! as well as to defend us from violcnce.
Tlie protection provided by the Coustitution of the United States will not be effectual unless such precautionary measures may be taken as are necessary t o prevent
lawless men from breaking out into violence, as well as to protect tlie State from
fnrther violence after it has brokeii out. Preventive measures are the most prudent
and safe, and also the most merciful.
Tlie protective power would be lamentably deficient if "the beginning of strife,"
which "is like tlie letting out of waters," can not be prevented, and no protection
can be afforded the State until t o many it wonld be too late.
The above-named gentlemexi are fully authorized t o act in behalf of the State of
Rliode Islaxid in this emergency, nnd carry with thein such docunients aiid proof as
will, no doubt, satisfy you that the interposition of tlie authority of the Government
of the United States will be salutary and effectual.
1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAM. 'W. KING,
Governor of R l ~ o d eIsLand.
APRIL 9, 1842.
MY DEAR SIR:t Will you do me the favor to see the committee from Rhode Island
as soon after t h e meeting of tlie Cabiiiet as may suit your conveniente?
1 regret to learn from Mr. Fraiicis that the leaning of your xnind was decidedly
against aiiy expression of opinion upou the subject, upon tlie ground tliat free snffrage must prevaiZ. Undoubtedly i t will. That is iiot the question. The freeholders of Rhode Jsland have yielded that point, and the only question is between their
constitutioii, providing for ati extension of suffrage,aiid oiirs, coutaining suhsfantialZy

* Omitted.

t Addressed
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the same provision-whether their constitution shall be carried out byforce of a m s
m.thout a majority, or the present government be supported untiZ a constitution can
be agreed upon that will command a majority. Neither their constitution nor ours
has as yet received a majority of the free white males over 21 years of age. There
i s no doubt u#on that su(>ject,and 1 very much regret that your mind shouid have
been influenced (if it has) by the paper called the Express. Nearly al1 the leaders
who are professional men have abandoned them, on the ground that a majority is
not in favor of their constitution. 1 know this to be true. 1 do hope that you will
reconsider this vital question and give us a full hearink
- before you deciae.
With great respect, very truly and sincerely, yours,
JOHN WHIPPLE.
His Excellency JOHN TYLER,
President of the United States:
The undersigned, having been deputed by Samuel W. King, the governor of the
State of Rhode ~ s í a n dto
, lay before you the present alarming conditiou in which
the people of that State are placed, and to request from you the adoption of such
prudential measures as in your opinion may tend to prevent domestic violente, beg
leave most respectfully to state the followicg among the leading facts, to which your
attention is more particularly invited:
That the people of Rhode Island have no fundamental law except the charter of
King Charles 11, granted in 1663, and the usage of the legislature under it. Legislative usage under their charters has been decided by the4rrpreme Court of the
United States to be the fundamental law both in Connecticut and Rhode Island.
That from the date of the Rhode Island charter down to the year 1841,a period
of nearlv two hundred vears. no Derson has been allowed to vote for town or State
offices unlessyassessed of competent estates and admitted free in the severa1 towns
in which they resided.
That since the statute of 1728 no person could be admitted a freeman of any town
unless he owued a freehold estate of the value fixed by law (now $134)or was the
eldest son of such a freeholder.
That uutil the past year no attempt has been made, to our knowledge, to establish
any other fundamental law, by force, than the one under which the people have
lived for so long a period.
That at the January session of the legislature in 1841 a petition signed by five
or six hundred male inhabitants, praying for such an extension of suffrage as the
legislature niight in their wisdom deem expedient to propose, was presented.
That, influenced by that petition, as well as by other considerations, the legislature
at that session requested the qualified voters, or freemeu. as they are called with lis,
for
to choose delegates a t their regular town meetings to be holden in August, 1841,
a convention to be holden in November, 1841,to frame a written constitution.
That the result of the last meeting of this legal convention iii February, 1842,uras
the constitution * accompanying this statement, marked -, which, in case of its
adoption by the people, would have been the supreme law of the State.
Most of the above facts are coutained in the 'printed report of a numerous committee of the legislature at their session in March, 1842, which repOrt was adopted
by the legislature.
That in May, 1841,after said legal convention had been provided for by the legislature, and before the time appointed for the choice of delegates by the qualified
voters (August, 1841), a mass meeting was held by the friends of an extension of
suffrage at Newport, at which meeting a committee was appointed, called the State
committee, who were authorized by said mass meeting to take measures for calling
a convention to frame a constitution.

* Omitted.
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exertions to bring al1 their voters t o the polls, and t h e result of the vote was, under
the scrutiny of opposing interests i n legal town meetings, that the iriends of the
people's constitution brought t o t h e polls probably not over 7,ocm to 7,500 votes.
The whole vote against the legal constitution was about 8 , h . I f we allow 1,000 as
tbe number of freeholders who voted against the legal constitution because they
are opposed t o any constitution, it would leave t h e number of the friends of the
people's constitution' 7,600, or about one-third of the voters of the State under
the new qualification proposed by either constitution.
I t seems incredible that there can be 14,000 friends of the people's constitution in the State, animated as they are by a most extraordinary and enthusiastic feeling;
and yet iipon this trial, in the usual open and fair way of voting, they should have
obtained riot over 7,600 votes.
Tlie unanimity of the subsequent action of the legislature, comprehending as it
did both t h e great political parties-the house of representatives giving a vote of 60
in favor of maintainiug the existing government of t h e State and only 6 o n the other
side, with a un;nimous vote in t h e senate-the unanimous and decided opinion of the
supreme court declaring this extraordinary movement t o be illegal in al1 its stages
(see -*
), a majority of that court beingof the Democratic party, with other facts
of a similar character, have freed this question of a mere party character and enabled
us to present it a s a great constitutional question.
Without lxe;uming to discuss t h e elementary and fundamental principies of government, we deem it our duty t o remind you of the fact that the existing government
of Rhode Island is Zhe government that adopted t h e Constitution of t k d 3 n i t e d
States, becanie a member of this Confederacy, and has ever since been represented
in the Senate and House of Representatives. I t is a t this moment t h e existing
government of Rhode Island, both de facfo and dejure, aiid is the only government
in that State entitled to €he protection oftñFConstitution of the United States.
It is that government which n o z l l s upon the General Government for its interference; and even if the legal effect of there being a n ascertained majority of unqualified voters against t h s existing government was as is contended for by t h e opposiiig
party, yet, upon their own principie, ought not that majority in point of fact to be
clearly ascertained, not by assertion, but by proof, i u order t o justify t h e General Government iu withdrawing its legal and moral influence t o prevent domestic violente?
That a domestic war of the most furious character will speedily ensue unless prevented by a prompt expression of opinion here can not be doubted. I n relation to
this, we refer t o t h e numerous resolutions passea ar meetings of the friends of the
people's constitution, and more especialiy to the Cumberland resolutions* herewith
and t o repeated expressions of similar
presented, and t h e affidavits,*marked -,
reliance upon t h e judgment of t h e Chief Magistrate of the nation.
Al1 which is respectfully submitted byJOHN WHIPPL
JOHN BROWN FRANCIS.
ELISHA R. POTTER.

WASHINGTON,

Apn*Z 12, 18qt.

His Excellency the GOVERNOROF RHODEISLAND.
SIR: Your letter dated the 4th instarit was handed me on Friday by Mr. Whipple,
who, in company with Mr. Francis and Mr. Potter, called upon me on Saturday and
placed me, both verbally and in writing, iu possession of the prominent facts which
llave led t o t h e present unhappy condition of things in Rhode Island-a state of
things which every lover of peace and good order must deplore. 1shall not adventure the expression of an opinion upon those questions of domestic policy which

* Omitted.

seem to have @ven rise to t h e unfortunate controversies betrween a portion of the
citizens and t h e existing government of tñe State. They u e questions of municipal
iegulation, t h e adjustment of which belongs exclusively to the people of Rhode
Tsland, and with which this Government can have nothing todo. Por t h e regulation
of my conduct in any interposition which 1 may be called upon to make between the
government of a State and any portion of its citizens who may assail i t with domestic
violente, or may be in actual insurrection against it, 1 can only look t o the Constitution and laws of the United States, which plainly declare the obligatioris of the
executive department and leave i t no alternative as t o tlie course it shall pursue.
By the fourth sectioiiof t h e fourth article of the Constitution of t h e United States
it is provided that " the United States shall guarantee t o every State i n this Union a
republican form of government, and shall protect each of them against iuvasion,
and, on application o£ the legislature or executive (when the legislature can not be
convened), a-p-ainst domestic vioZence." And by the act of Congress approved on
tiie 28th February, 1795, it is declared " that in case of an insurrection in any State
against Ihe governrrient thereof it shall be lawful for the President of the United
States, upoii application of the legislature of such State or by the executive (when
the legislature can not be convened), to cal1 forth such numbers of the militia of any
other State or States as may be applied for, as b e inay judge sufficient t o suppress
such insurrection." By the third section of the same act it is provided "tliat wheriever it may be necessary, in the judgment of the President, to use the niilitary force
hereby directed to be called forth, tñe President shall fortliwith, by proclamation,
comniand such insurgents t o disperse and reffré-paceably to their respective abodes
within a reasonable time.'' By t h e act of March 3 , 1807, it is provided " that iri al1
cases of insurrectioii or obstruction to tlie laws, eitlier <if tlie United States or of any
individual State or Territory wliere it is lnwful for t h e President of the Uriited States
-wllforth
t h e uiilitia for t h e purpose of suppressitig such insurrectioii or of criuciiig the laws t o be diily executed, i t shall be lawful for hiui to employ for tlie sanie
purposes such part of the land or naval force of the United States as shall be judged
necessary, havirig first observed al1 the prerequisites of the law in that: respect."
This is the first occasion, so far a s the government of a State and its people are
coiicerned, on which it has become necessary to consider of ffiepropriety of exercising those high and most important of constítutional arid legal functions.
By a careful consideration of t h e abovc-recited acts of Corigress your excellency will
not fail t o see that no power is vested in tlie Executive of tlie United States to anticipate insurrectiotiary niovements against the governttietit of Rhode Island so as to
sanction the interposition of the military authority, but tliat there rnust be an actual
insurrection, rnanifested by lawless a-ssemMages of tlic pcople or othemise, to wliom
a proclamation niay be addressed and who may be reqiiired to betake tliei~lselvesto
their respective abodes. 1 have, however, to assurc your excellency that sliould the
time arrive-and my fervent prayer i s tliat it may never come-wlien ari iiisiirrection
sliall exist ag-ainsl lhe govevnnzent of Rhode Islarirl, and a requisition shall be niade
upon the Executive of the United States to furnisli tliat protection wliich is guaranteed to each State by the Constitution and laws, 1 sliall not be found to sliriiik frorii
the performance of a duty which, wliile it would be tlie most painful, is a t the saine
time the most iniperative. 1 have also to say that i t i sucli a contingency the Executive could not look into real or cupposed defects of tlie existing government in order
to ascertain whether some other plan of government proposed for adoption was better suited t o t h e wants and more in accordance u ~ i t ht h e wishes of any portion of her
citizens. T o throw the Executive power of this Government into any such contro. versy would be t o make the President the armed arbitrator between the people of the
different States and their constituted authorities, and might lead to a usurped power
dangerous alike to the stability of the State governnients and the liberties of the
people. I t will be my duty, o n the contrary, to respect the requisitions of that

was callecl out anrl did array themselves to protect tlie .%id iinlawful organization of
government and to set a t defiance the due enforcement of law: Therefore,
JZesolved &Y the general assembly, That thcre now exists in this State an insurrcction agairist the laws and constituted authorities thereof, and that, i n pursuance
of thc Constitution and laws of the United States, a requisition be, aiid hereby is,
niatle by tliis legislature upon t h e Presideut of t h e United States fortliwith to iiiterpose t h e aiithority and powcr óf the United States to suppress sucli iiisurrectionary
aricl lawlcss asseniblages, to support the existing government and laws, and protect
tlie State frorri dornestic violence.
1;'csolvcrZ, i h a t his excellency the governor be requested immediatery to transmit
a copy of tliese resolutioiis t o t h e President of t h e Uiiited States.
True copy.
Witiiess:
HENRY BOWEN,

S e c ~ e f a r of
y Stafe.
WASHINGTON,
M a y 7,1842.
The GOVERNOROT? THE STATE OP RHODEISLAND.
SIR: Yoiir lettcr of t h e 4th instant, transmittiiig res~lutionsof t h e legislature of
Rhode Island, informing rrie tliat there existed i n tliat State <'certainla~vless
asseniblages of :L portiori of the people " " for tlie purpose of subverting t h e laws and overtlirowiiig tlie existing governinent," and calling upori the Executive "forthwith to
iiitcrpose t h e authority and power of the Utiited States to siippress such insurrectioriary ami lawless asseniblages and to support tlie e x i s t i e v e r n m e i i t and laws
aiicl protect thc State from domestic violence," was handed me on yesterday by
filessrs. Randolpli aiid Potter.
1 llave t-ni
your excellency in reply that niy opiiiions as t o t h e duties of this
Goveriinieiit te-protect t h e State of Rhode Island against domestic violence remain
uuchangecl. Yet, from inforniation received by t h e Executive since your dispatches
canie to haiid 1 am led t o believe that the lawless assemblages t o which reference is
made have already dispersed nnd that the danger of domestic violence is Iiourly diminishiiig, if it Iias iiot wholly disappeared. 1 have with difficulty brought myself a t
any tinie to helievc that violence would be resortetl to or an exigency arise which t h e
uiiaided powcr of the State coiild not meet, especially as 1 liave from the first felt
persuaded that your excellency and others associated with yourself i n t h e administratioii of t h e governinent would exhibit a teniper of conciliation as well as of energy
antl decisioii. To the insurgents themselves it oiight to be obvious, when the excitement of t h c mornriit shall have passed away, t h a t changes achieved by regular and,
if necessary, repeated appeals to the constituted authorities, iii a coiiritry so niucli
uiider tlie infliience of public opinion, and by recoiirse to argument and renion-~
straiice, are niore likely t o insure lasting blessirigs than tliose accomplished by violeiice aiid bloodslietl on one day, and liable'to overthrow by siniilar ageiits on another.
1 freel y corifess tliat 1should experience great reliictance iii eniploying the military
polver of this Covernment against any portion of tlie people; but however painful
tlie cluty, 1 liave to assure your excellency tliat if rcsistaiice be made to the execiition
of tlie laws of Kliotle Island by such force as t h e ciz,iL powcr sliall be iiiiable to overconic, it will be tlie duty of this Government to eiiforce the coiistitutioiial guarantyn guaraiit- giveii aiid adopted mutually by al1 t h e original States, of which number
I<liode Islancl was one, and wliich in the sanie way has bcen given and adopted by
eacli of tlie States since adrriitted iiito t h e Union; aucl if an exigency of lawless
violence shall actiially irice t h e executive government of the United States, on t h e
npplicatioii -of yoiir excellciicy under the authority of tlie resolutions of tlie legislaturr already transniitted, will stand ready to succor the authorities of tlie State in
their efforts to xuaiutaiu a d u e respect for the laws. 1 sincerely hope, however, that
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no such exigency may occur, and that every citizen of Rhode Island will manifest
his love of peace and good order by submittiug to the laws and seekiug a redress of
grievances by other means than intestine commotions.
1 tender to your excellency assurances of my distinguished consideration.
JOHN TYLER.
JOHN ' ~ ' L E R ,

President of the United Siates.
SIR: AS requested by the general assembly, 1 have the honor of transmitting to
you, under the sea1 of the State, the accompanying resolutions.
And 1am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOMAS W. DORR,

Goventor of the State of Rizode Island und Providence ZCantations.
STATE OP RHODEISLAND
AND PROVIDENCE
P&AWTATIONS,
General AssembZy, M u y Session, i n the City of Providence, A. a r8p.
Resolved, That the governor be requested to inform the President of the United

-

States that the governmeut of this State has been duly elected and organized under
the constitution of the =me, and that the general assembly are uow in session and
proceeding to discharge their diities according to the provisions of said constitution.
Resolved, That thegovernor be requested to make the same communication to the
President of the Senate and to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, to be
laid before tlie two Houses of tlie Congress of the United States.
Resolved, That the governor be requested to make the same communication to the
governors of the several States, to be laid before the respective legislatures.
A true copy.
Witness:
[L. S.]
WM. 1-1. SMITH,

-

Secretury of State.
MAY 9,1842.
Governor KING, of R h d e Iszand.
SIR: Messrs. Randolph and Potter will hand you an official letter, but 1 think it
important that you should be informed of my views and opinions as to the best mode
of settling al1 difficulties. 1 deprecate the use of force except in the last resort, and
1 am persuaded that measures of conciliation will a t once operate to produce quiet. I
a m well advised, if the general assembly would authorize you to announce a general
amnesty and pardon for the past, without making any exception, upon the condition
of a return to allegiance, and follow it up by a cal1 for a new conventiou upon somewhat liberal principies, that al1 difficulty would at once cease. And why should not
this be done? A government never loses anything by mildness and forbearance to
its own citizens, more especially wlien tlie consequences of an opposite course may
be the shedding of blood. Iu your case the one-half of your people are involved in
the consequences of recent proceedings. Why urge matters to an extremity? If
you succeed by tbe bayonet, you succeed against your own fellow-citizens and by
the shedding of kindred blood, whereas by taking the opposite course you will have
shown a paternal care for the lives of your people. My own opinion is that the
adoption of the above measures will give you peace and insure you harmony. A
resort to force, on the contrary. will engender for years to come feelings of animosity.
1have said that 1 s#eak advisedly. Try the experiment, and if it fail then your
jiistification in using force becomes complete.
Excuse the freedom 1take, and be assured of my respect.
JOHN TYLER.

-

PKOVIDENCE,
R. I., iWay 12, 1842.
Uis Excellency the PRESIDENTOF UNITEDSTATES
MY DEARSIR: 1 have had the honor to receive your communication of 9th instant
by Mr. Randolpli, and assure you it has given me much satisfaction to know that
your views and opinions as t o the course proper t o be pursued by the government
of this State in the piesent unhappy conclition of our political affairs is so much in
conformity with niy own.
Our legislature will undoubtedly at their session in June next adopt such measures
3s will be nccessílry to organize a convention for the formation of a new constitution
of government, by which al1 the evils now complained of may be removed.
I t has already been announced as the opiniou of the executive that such of our
citizens as are or have been engaged in treasonable and revolutionary designs against
the State will be pardoned for the past on the condition only that tliey withdraw
themselves from such enterprise and signify their return to their allegiance to the
government.
With high consideration and respect, your obedient and very humble servant,
SAM. W. KING.
KINGSTON,
R. I., Muy 15,1842.
His Excellency JOHN TYLER,
P~esidentof tlze <3nited States.
DEAR SIR: We arrived a t Newport on We<lncsdaymorning in time to attend the
meeting of our legislature.
The subject of calling a convention immediately, and upon a liberal basis as to the
right of votirig for the delegates, was seriously agitated amongst us. The only objection niade was that they did not wish to concede xvhile the people's party continued
Lheir Lhveats. Al1 allowed thatthe concession must be made, and the only differerice of opiniou was as t o time. 7
Por my own piirt, 1 fear we shall uever see t h e time when concession could have
been made with better grace or with better effect than now. I f two or three noisy
folks among the suffrage party could only have their mouths stopped for a week or
two, a reconciliation could be brought about a t any time, or if Mr. Dorr would allow
himself to be arrested peaceably and give bail no one could then object. But the
supporters of the government say it is wrong to give up so long as Mr. Dorr threatens
actual resistance to the laws in case he is arrested. I f this could be done, they would
then considcr that they had sufficiently shown their determinatiori to support the
Iaws, and t h e two measures which you proposed t o us in conversation at Washington-a convention and then a ene eral amnesty-would succeed beyoncl a doubt.
Allow nie to suggest that i f Mr. Wickliffe, or someone who you niight tliitik would
have niost influeuce, would address a letter t o Governor Fenner o11 the subject of
conciliation it might be of great service. Governor F. is the father-iii-law of General
Mallett aiid a mernber of our senate.
Our assenibly adjourned to the third Monday of June, but it is in the power of the
governor t o cal1 it sooner, which can be done in a 11ayat any time. Unless, however.
tliere is a little niore pmdcnce in the Zeau'eys on botli sides, we shall then be fartlizr
froni reconciliation than now. The great mass of both parties 1 believe to be siiicerely anxious for a settlement.
1 do not know whether a letter addressed to the President upon a subject of tliis
riature would of course be considered as public and liable to inspectioii. Few woiil<i
write freely if that were the case. I f private, 1 will cheerfully communicate frorri
time to time any information that may be in my power aud which might be of any
service.
7 arn, sir, very respectfully, your obcdient servant,
ELISFíA K. POTTER.
MI. Dorr r e t u r n d to Providenc~this (Mondayf morning with ari *med escort.

-
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Messages and Yapers 01-the Presidents
May 20,1842.
WASHINGTON,
EI,ISHA R. POTTER,Esq.
DEAR SIR: YOUhave my thanks for your favor of the 16th [isth] instant, and 1
have t o request that you will write to me without reserve whenever anything of
importance shall arise. My chief motives for desiring the adoption of t h e measures
suggested t o you, viz, a general amnesty and a cal1 of a convention, were, first,
because 1 felt convinced that peace and harmony would follow in their train, and,
secondly, if in this 1 was disappointed the insurgents would have had no longer a
pretense for an appeal to tlie public sympathies in their behalf. 1 saw ilothing to
degrade or t o give rise to injurious refledions against the governinent of the State
for resorting t o every proper expedient in order t o quiet the disaffection of any portion of her own people. Family quarrels are always the most difficult to appease,
but everybody will admit that those of the family who do most to reconcile them
are entitled t o the greatest favor. Mr. Dorr's recent proceedirigs have been of so
extravagant a character as almost t o extinguish t h e last hopr of a peaceable result,
and yet 1 can not but believe that much is meant for effect and for purposes of
intimidation merely. 1 certainly hope that such may be the case, though the recent
proceedings in New York may have excited new feelings and new desires. This
mustering of the clans may place Governor King i n a different situation from that
which h e occupied when 1 had the pleasure of seeing you. Then h e might have
yielded with grace; whether h e can do so now is certainly a question of much
difficulty and one on which 1 can not venture t o express an opinion a t this distance
from the scene of action.
1 shall be always most happy t o hear from you, and your letters will never be used
to your prejudice.
Accept assurances of my high respect.
JOHN TY-

-

..

PROVIDENCE, Muy 16,1842.
The PRESIDENT O F THE UNITED STATES.
SIR: At t h e request of Governor King, 1 inclose t o you an extra of t h e Providence
Daily Express of this morning, containing the proclamation of Thomas W. Dorr t o
the people of this State.
I t states definitely the position assumed by him and his faction against the government of this State and of t h e United States.
His excellency tenders to you t h e highest respect and consideration.
Respectfully, yours,
THOS. A. JENCKES,

Private Secretary.
STATE O F RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS.

FELLOW-CITIZENS:
Shortly after the adjonrnment of the general assembly and
the completion of indispensable executive business 1 was induced by the request
of the most active friends of our cause to nndertake the duty (which had been previously suggested) of representing in person t h e interests of the people of Rhode
Island iii other States and at t h e seat of the General Government. By virtue of a
resolution of the general assembly, 1 appointed Messrs. Pearce and Anthony commissioners for t h e same purpose.
Of the proposed action of the Executive in the affairs of our State you have-becn
already apprised. In case of t h e failure of the civil posse (which expression was
intended by t h e President, as 1 have been informed, t o embrace the military power)
t o execute any of the laws of m charter assembly, including their law of pains
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and penalties and of treasori, as it has been for t h e first time defined, the President
intiniutes an iiiterition of resortiiig to the forces of the United States to clieck t h e
tnoveinents of the people of this State in support of their republican constitution
recently adopted.
Proni a decision which coniiicts with the right of sovereignty inherent in the people of tliis State and with t h e principies wliicli lie a t the foundation of a democratic
republic ari appeal has been taken to the people of our coiintry. They uriderstand
our cause; they sympatliize i n t h e injuries wliich have been infiicted upoii us; they
ilisapprove tlie coiirse wliich tlie National Execiitive has adopted toward this State,
arid tliey assiire lis of their disposition and iiitentiori to interpose a barrier betweeri
the supporters uf the people's constitution and tlie hired soldiery of t h e Uiiited States.
The iieniocracy of the country are slow to niove in any tnatter which involves a n
issue so momentous as that wliich is presented by t h e controversy i n Kliode Island,
biit when they liave once put themselves in iriotion they are iiot t o be easily diverted
froni their piirposes. They believe that the people of Rhode Islatid are in the right;
tliat they are contending for equal justice iii their political system; tliat they have
properly adopted :a constitution of government for themselves, as they were entitlecl
to do, ariil tliey can not and will not remain indifferent to ariy act, froni whatever
motive i t niay proceed, which they deem to be a n invasion of tlie sacred right of selfgovernmerit, of wliich t h e people of tlie respective States can not be divested.
As yoiir representative 1 have been everywhere received with t h e utinost kindness
ancl corcliality. To the people of the city of New York. who have extended to us
tlie hand of a generous fraternity, it is impossible to overrate our obligation at this
niost important crisis.
I t has beco~iietny duty to say that so soon as a soldier of the United States shall
he set i n riiotion, by whatever direction. to act against tlie people of this State in aicl
of the charter government 1 shall cal1 for t h a r a t b f o oppose al1 snchforce, which, 1
am fiilly aiithorized to say, will be immediately and m o s ~ h e e r f u l l ytendered to tlie
service of t h e people of Rhode Island froin t h e city of New York and from otlier
places. The contest will then become national, and our State t h e battle ground of
Americaii freedoni.
As a Rhode Island man 1 regret that the constitutional question iil this State caii
tiot be adjiisted among our own citizens, biit as the minority have asked that the
sword of tlie National Executive may be thrown into the scale against the people, it
is imperative iipon them t o make the same appeal to their brethren of the Statesan appeal which they are well assured will tiot be made in vain. They wlio have
been t h e first to zisk assistance from abroad can have no reasori to conlplaiti of aiiy
conseqiiences wliich may erisue.
No furtlier arrests under t h e law of paitis and penalties, wliich was repealed by t h e
general assembly of the people at their May session, will be pemitted. 1 hereby
direct t h e military, under their respective officers, promptly to prevent the saine aria
to release al1 who uiay be arrestecl iinder saiil law.
A s requestecl by tlie getieral assetiihly, 1 eiijoiii iipon tlie iiiilitia fortliwitli to eiect
their company officers; ancl 1 cal1 iipon voliiiiteers to orgariize tlieiriselves without
delay. T h e niilitary are directe~lto hold themselves in readiness for inimediate
srriice.
Giveii iinder my hand and the sea1 of tlie State, a t the city of Providence, this 6th
day of May, A. D. 1842.
[L. S.]
THOMAS W. DORR,

-

Govemzor and Comwzander i n Chief o f Ihe State of
Rhode IsZand and Providence PLantations.
By t h e governor's commnnd:
WILLIAM H. SMITH,

-

Secretary of State.

PROVIDENCE,
R. I., May .+-,1842.
The PRESlDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.
SIR: Since m y last communication the surface of things in this city and State has
been more quiet. The complete dispersingof the insurgents and flight of their leader
on Wednesday last, 18th instant, seem to have broken their strength and prevented
them from making head openly i n any quarter.
But another crisis now appears t o be approaching. By the private advices received
by myself and t h e council from our messengers in t h e neighboring States we learn
that Dorr anci his ageuts are enlisting men and collecting arms for tlie purpose of
again attempting t o subvert, by opeti war, the government of this State. Those who
have assisted him at home in his extreme measures are again holding secret councils
and making preparations t o rally o n his return. Companies o£ men pledged t o
support him have met and drilled i n the north part of this State during t h e present
week.
From the forces which he can collect among our own citizens we have nothing to
fear. Our own military strength has once scattered them, and could as easily do so
a second time. But if the bands which are now organizing in Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New York should make the iucursion which they threaten, with Dorr
a t their head, we have reacon t o apprehend a civil war of the most destructive and
vindictive character. Our own forces might be sufficient to repel them, but having
little discipline and no officer of military experieuce t o lead them, they could uot do
it without the loss of many valuable lives.
eevidence that such forces are organizing in other States, 1 refer Your
Excellency t o a letter from Governor Seward, of New York, and to a statement made
by one of oiir messengers to the council, which will be handed you. Other messengers confirm t o the fullest extent the same intelligence.
In this posture of affairs 1 deem it my duty to cal1 upon You+B~eellencyfor the
support p a r a n t e e d by the Constitution and laws of t h e United States t o this government. 1 would submit to Your Excellency whether a movement of a sufficient body
of troops t o this quarter, to be stationed at Fort Adams, and to be subject t o the
requisitions of t h e executive of this State whenever in his opinion t h e exigency
should arise t o require their assistance, would not be the best measure t o insure
peace and respect for the laws and t o deter invasions.
You will see b y the statement* of the secret agent of the governr~ientthat the
time set for this incursiou is very ilear. The mustering of the insurgents 2nd their
movement upon t h e city will probably be with t h e greatest expedition when once
commenced-in a time too short for a messenger t o reach Washington and return
with aid. 1 therefore niake this application before a n y inovement of magnitude on
their part, in ordei- that we may be prepared at the briefest notice to que11 domestic
iniwrection aud repel iuvasíon.
SAM. W. KING,

Governor of Rhode IsZand.
EXECUTIVS DEPARTMENT,

WARD KING,
His Excellency SAMUEL

AZbany, Muy zz, 18p.

Governor of Rhode Island.
SIR:I n compliance with your excellency's requisition, 1 have this day issued a
warrant for the arrest of Thomas Wilson Dorr, esq., charged in Rhode Island with
the crime of treason. The warrant will be delivered t o a police officer of this city,
who will attend Colonel Pitman and be advised by him in regard to the arrest of the
fiigitive should h e be fouiid in this State.
May 1 be allowed to suggest t o your excellency that a detention of the accused ia

-

this State would be liahle to misapprehension, aiid it it should be in a particular
region of this State might, perhaps, result i n a n effort to rescue hini. Thercfore it
seems t o be quite important that your excellericy should witho~ttdelay designate,
by a commnnication t o me, an agent to receive the fugitive and convey him t o
Rhode Island.
1 have the honor to be, witli very high respect and consideration, your excellency's
obedient servant,
WILLIAI\.I EI. SEWARD.
WASEIINGTON
CITY, Muy 28, 18.g~.
Xis Excellency Governor KING.
SIR: 1 have received your excellency's communication of tlie 25th instant, iiiforming me of effortsmaking by Mr. Dorr and others to e m b d y a force in the contiguous
States for the invasion of the State of Rhode Island, and calling upon the Executive
of t h e United States for military aid.
I n answer 1 have t o inform your excellency that means have been taken to ascertain t h e extent of the dangers of any armed invasion by the citizens of other States
of t h e State of Rhode Island, either to put down lier government or to disturb lier
peace. The apparent improbability of a violation so flagrant and unprecedented of
al1 our laws and institntions makes me, 1 confess, slow to believe that any serious
attempts will be made t o execute the desigiis which some evil-minded persons may
llave formed.
Bnt should the necessity of the cace require the interposition of tlie authority of
the United States it will be rendered in the manner prescribed by the laws.
1n the meantinie 1 indulge a confident expectatiori, foundrd upon the receiit rnanifestations of public opinion in your State in favor of law aud order, that your own
resources and means will be abundantly adequate to p r e s e r v ~ u b l i c
peace, and
that the difficultieswhich have arisen will be soon amicably arid p-tly
adjnsted
by the exercise of a spirit of liberality and forbearance.
JOHN TYLER.
The Secretaryof War will issue a private order to Colonel Bankhead, commanding
a t Newport, to employ, if necessary, a private and confidential person or persons t o
go into al1 such places and among al1 such percons as he may have reason to believe
to be likely to give any information touching Rhode Island affairs, and to report with
the greatest dispatch, if riecessary, to the President. He will also address a letter t o
Gcneral Wool coriveyiiig to liini the fears eritertained of a hostile invasion conteniplated t o place Dorr in t h e chair of state of Rhocle Island by persons in tlie States of
Connecticut and New York, and also to General Eustis, at Roston, of a similar cliaracter, with instructions t o adopt sucli inquiries (to be secretly niade) as they may
deeni necessary, and t o report with the greatest dispatch al1 inforrnatiori which from
time t o time they may acquire.
(Indorsed: " President's instructions, May 28, 1842.")

Muy 28, 1842.
WARDEFARTMENT,
Colonel BANKHBAD,
New@ort,R.1.
SIR: The governor of Rhode Island has represente& to the President that preparations are making by Mr. Dorr and sonie of his adherents t o recruit men in t h e
neighboring States for the purpose of supporting his usurpatioii of the powers of
governnient, and tliat h e has provided arms and camp equipage for a lnrge numbcr
of men. I t is very important that we should have accurate information on this
subject, an11 particularly in relation to tlie rnovements nia<fe in other Statc?. I
nave therefore to desire you to employ proper persons to go to the places where it
may be supposed such preparations are making to possess themselves fully of al1

-
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that is doing and in contemplation, and report frequently to you. I t is said that Mr.
Dorr's principal headquarters are a t the town of Thompson, in the State of Con~ecticut. It may be well for you to communicate personaliy with Governor King
and ascertain from him the points and places a t which any preparations for embodying men are supposed to be making, and to direct your inquiries accordingly.
I t is important that you should select persons o n whose integrity and accuracy
the fullest reliance can be placed. They should not be partisans on either side,
although t o effect the object it will of course be necessary that some of them should
obtain (if they do not already possess) the confidence of the friends of Mr. Dorr.
You will please communicate directly to me al1 t h e information you obtain, and
your own views of it.
I t is scarcely necessary to say that this communication is of the most private and
confidential character, and is not t o be made known t o anyone.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. C. SPENCER.
Brigadier-General EusTrS,

May 2 9 , r S ' .
WAR DFPARTMENT,

BosZon .

SIR: T h e governor of Rhode Island has represented to the President that preparntions are making in other Statra (particularly in Massachnsetts) for a n armed iuvasioii
of that State t o support the usurpations of Mr. Dorr and his friends and foment domestic insurrection. I t is very important that we should have accurate information oii
this subject, and Lgaugto desire you to take al1 necessary means t o acquire it, and
communicate directly tu me a s speedily and frequently as possible. I t is said that
r , o o o stand of arms have beeu procured in Boston, come pieces of artillery, and a large
cquantity of camp equipage for the use of the insnrgents. Your attention to this is
particularly desired to ascertain its truth orfalsehood. I t is also said that there areB
men enrolled and embodied in a town upon the borders of Rhode Island, the name of
which has escaped me. Please inquire iuto this. I f it becomes necessary t o employ
confidential persons to discover what is doing, you will do so, being careful to select
those only t h a t are entirely trustworthy; and it will be desirable to avoid heated partisans on either side. Their inquiries should be conducted quietly aud privately.
1desire you to communicate fully and freely what you may learn and your views
concerning it for the information of the President and the Department.
I t is scarcely necessary to say that this communication is strictly private and coiifidential.
Respectfully, your obedient sewant,
[J. C. SPENCER.]
NEw YORK,Ju7ze 3 , r8qz.
The PRESIDENT.
MY DEAR SIR: 1 came to this city yesterday, having takeii a severe cold on tlie
Sound, and am now jiist out of my bed. 1 transniit herewith a letter from ---,
a friend appointed by me, as you requested, to look into tlie Rhode Island business.
Mr. -has liad access to authentic sources i u Governor Dorr's party, and 1 llave
no doubt his account of the whole niatter is perfectly just. 1 supposed 1 should
receive t h e foreign mail here, b u t 1 shall uot wait for it if 1 should feel well enough
to travel to-morrow.
Yours, truly,
DANL. WEBSTER.
NZWY o ~ ~ , J u 3
n, er 8 p .
Hon. DANIELWEBSTER,
Secreiaq of State,
DEAR SIR: I n pursuance of t h e arrangement made when you were in Boston, 1
have~isitedthe State of Rhode Island, and, so far as could be done, possessed myself
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of a knowledge of the existiiig state of thiiigs there. 1 had a full and free interview
with Govcrnor King and his council, as well a s with several other gentlemen upori
each side of the matter in co~itroversy. Al1 agree that, co far as t h e people of Rhode
Is.and are concerned, there is no danger of a n y further armed resistance to the legitiniate authorities of the State. I t was never intended, probably, by .the majority of
tliose callerl the suffrage pnrty to proceed i n any event to violence, and when they
found theruselves pushed t o such an extrenlity by their leaders they deserted their
leaders arid are riow every day enrolling tlieniselves in the volunteer companies
whicli arc beitig orgnnize<lin every partof tlie State for the suppression of any further insurrectioiiary movernents that may be made. A large majority of those elected
or appoiritec? to office under the people's constitutiori (so called) llave resigned their
places and renounced al1 allegiance to that constitution and t h e party which supports it, so that tlie insurgerits are now without any such organization as x.ould
enable theni to carry out tlieir original purposes if tliey otherwise had the power.
Governor King and liis council alone, of al1 tlie intelligent persons with whom 1
coiisulted, fcar ari irruptioii upoii them of aii armed force t o be collected in other
States, and this is tlie only rlifficulty of which they now llave aiiy apprehensioii.
Tliis fear is excited by tlie boasts frequeritly rriade by the few wlio still avow tlieir
determination to adhere t o the constitution that they have a t their control large
bodies of armed men, as well as camp equipage, provisions, nioney, and munitions
of war, which have beeri provided for them iii Massachusetts, Coniiecticut, and New
York. The suppositioii tliat Rhode Islaild i s to be irivaded by a foreign force, when
that force would rieither b e - I o r
followed by any considerable iliimber of t h e
people of the State, does iiot seeiii, to say tlie least, to he a very reasoriable one. If
tliose who tliink they are suffering injiistice are iiot disposecl to iriake an effort t o
redress their supposecl wrorigs, tliey would hardly expect tlie work to be done by
otliers.
Tlie ostensible object of t h e iiisurgerits now is ilot the real one. They meditate no
fiirther forcible proceediiigs. Tliey bluster aricl ihreaten for several reasons:
First. Decause they siippose tliey shall t h ~ i sbreak their fa11 a. little ancl render
their retreat a little less iriylorious than i t would be if they sliould beat it a t once.
Secoii<l. They believe tliat if tliey keep up a sliew of opposition to the existing
goveriixncnt they shall be 'nore likely to revoliztionize it by peaceable ineasures; ancl
Thirrl. They thirik they can make their iiifliicnce so far felt as to operate favorably
upoii those who are now urider arrest for treason or who may be hereafter arrested
for tlie same offeiise.
Tliat tliese are the vicws and purposes of t h c irisurgents 1 am confidentially assured
hy tlie notorious indivi<lunl froiri whoni 1 told you 1 could learii their plans and
designs; and no one has better means of knowing than he, having been himself one
of &Ir. Dorr's coilfidential advisers from t h e beginning.
The nleeting at Woonsocket on the 1st did rlot amount to much, being but thinly
atteiiiled. The projectecl fortifications a t tliat place have been abandoned. I t is
s;ii<ltliey will be throwii up iii soiric other spot lo be rlesignated hereafter, but this
is not believerl.
h'ir. Dorr is now iinderstood to be lurking iri this city. Warrants have been issi~ed
for liis arrest both by ilie goveriior of this State and the governor of Massacliusetts,
but h e moves so privately aild shifts liis wliereabouts so often that he eludes his
piirsuers.
Urider al1 the circumstaiices 1 think you will come to the opinion entertained by
seven-eighths of al1 t h e people of Proviclence (the scene of liis operations thus f a r )
that, deserted by his followers at home and disgraced in the estimation of those who
sympathized with him abroad, &fr. Dorr has it uot iu his power to do any further
serious mischief.
Yours, very truly,

--.
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al1 the attention which will be justly due to the high source from which such application chal1 emanate.
1 renew to your excellency assurances of high consideration.
J. TYLER.
PROVIDENCE,
R.'I.,June 23, IX#Z.
Hon. JOHN C. SPENCER,
Secretary of Wav.
SIR: 1 addressed you ~esterdayafternoon in great haste, that my letter might go
by the mail (thenabout beirig closed), to inform you of the sudden change in the
aspect of affairs in this State, and also to inform you that 1 should be this morning
a t Governors Island, New York.
At the urgent solicitation of Governor King, who crossed over from Newport to
Stonington to intercept me on the route, 1 returned last night to this place from Stonington, having proceeded so far on my way to New York.
I n addition t o what 1 stated in m y letter yesterday, 1 learn from Governor King
(who has just called on me) that four citizens of this city who had gone to Chepachet
to ascertain what was going on there were arrested as spies by the insurgents, bound,
and sent last night t o Wooncocket, wliere they were confined when his informer left
there at 8 o'clock this morning; also that martial law had been proclaimed by the
insurgents at Woonsocket and Chepachet, and no one was allowed to enter or depart
from either place without permission.
The citizens of this city are in a state of intense excitement.
1 shall return to-morrow to Newport to await any instmctions you may be pleased
to f a v o m w i t h .
1 have t h e honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,
JAS. BANKHEAD,
CoZoneZ Second Regiment Avifillery.
PROVIDENCE,
R. I., ]une 23,18qz.
Brigadier-General R. JONEC,
Adjzltant-General United States A m y .
SIR:1 left Newport yesterday morning to return to Fort Columbus, with t h e belief
that my presence could no longer be necessary for the purpose 1 had been ordered
there for. The legislature was in session, and, as 1 was well assured, determined
lionestly and faithfully to adopt measures to meet the wishes of the citizens of this
State to form a constitution on such liberal principles as to insure full satisfaction
to al1 patriotic and intelligent men who had any interest in the welfare of the State.
The well-known intention of t h e legislature in this respect would, 1 hoped aud
believed, reconcile the factious and produce tranquillity. But the aspect of affairs
has suddenly become more threatening and alarming. There is an assemblage of
men at Woonsocket and Chepachet, two small villages (say 15 miles distant hence)
on the borders of Connecticut, composed principally of straugers or persons from
other States. They have recently received 75 muskets from Boston and So from
New York, in addition to former supplies. They have also severa1 mouuted cannon
and a large quantity of ammunition, 48 kegs of which they stole from a powder
house not far distant from this, t h e property of a manufacturer of powder. Dorr,
it is supposed, joined his party a t one of the above-named places the night before
last; he has certainly returned from New York and passed through Norwich. His
concentrated forces are variously estimated at from 5 0 0 t o 1,000men.
1 had proceeded thus far yesterday afternoon on my return to New York, and had
taken my seat in the cars for Stonington, when an express from Governor King, who
was at Newport, overtook me, t o request that 1would not leave the State; too late,
however, for me then to stop here, as the cars were just moving off. On getting
t o Stonington 1 there found Governor King, who had crossed over from Newport to
btercept me, aitd at his solicitation 1 a t once returned with hím last night in a n extra

car t o this place. Not then having a monient's time to write you, as the steamboat
leit immediately on t h e arrival of the cars a t Stonington, 1 sent my adjutant on in t h e
boat with directions t o report to you t h e fact and the cause of my return.
1had written thus far when the governor called on me, and has informed me that
four citizens of this State, who had gone t o Chepachet to ascertain the exact state of
kffairs there, were arrested as spies, bound, and sent last night t o Woonsocket, where
t-no hours ago they were still in confinement. Martial law has been declared in Chep c h e t and Woonsocket, and no one allowed t o enter or depart without permission.
1yesterday afternoon wrote to the Secretary of War (as 1 had been directed), in great
haste, however, to send by the mai1,to inform him of the sudden change in the aspect
of affairs here; in which letter 1stated that 1should be at Governors Island this rnorning. As 1,of course, theri did not contemplate to the contrary, 1 beg you will do me
the favor to acquaint him with the cause of my return.
1 can only add tliat t h e citizens of this place are in a state of intense anxiety and
excitenient. 1 remain here to-day at the special request of severa1 who have just lef:
me. To-morrow 1 shall retum to Newport t o await any communication from you.
P anl, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAS. BANKHEAD,
Colonel Second Kegzmenl A r t i l e r y .
PROVIDENCE,R. I., jane 27,zSgr.
SIR:* AS there was n o mail yesterday from this, 1 could make no report t o the
Major-General Cornmanding of the military movements in this quarter up t o that
titile. Sirice my last letter to you most of the volunteers and other military copanies called out by t h e governor have assembled here to the amount of about 2 , 0 0 0
men. The force o€ tlie insurgents under t h e immediate direction of Mr. Dorr, and
concetitrated at Chepachet, is estimated a t from &a to 1,nien armed with niuskets, aboiit 1,500 without arms, a m h u o r 12 cariuorrmunnted.
I t seems to be inipossible to avoid a conñict between the contending parties witliout tiie interposition of a strong regular force.
The State force liere caii defend this city, and it might successfully attack the
insiirgeiit force at Chepachet; but there would be danger in leaving the city withoiit
adequate means of protection to it, as there is doubtless a large number within t h e
city witli concealeil arms ready to commence hostilities.
The position taken by Dorr's troops a t Chepacliet is naturally strong, and has been
inucli strengtliened by intrenchments, etc. I t would therefore be higlily imprudeiit
to tnake the attack, even if no secret foes were left behintl withiii the city, without a
positivc certainty o f success; and with t h e aid of a few disciplined troops a defeat
tliere would be ruinous and irreparable.
A force of 300 regular troops would insure success, and probably without bloodshed.
1am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAS. BANKHEAD,
Colonel Second Rezinzenf ArfilLery.
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WASHINGTON,
jaize 27, 1842.
The PRESIDENT
O F TIIE UNITED STATES.
SI=: The intelligence froni Rhode Island since the cal1 was nade on you by t h e
Senators from that State is of a character still more serious and urgetil than that
tlieti commuiiicated t o you by Mr. Sprague, who was charged with communicatioris
to Your Excellency from Governor King. We are informed that a requisitiori was
niadc upon the Government of the United States by tlie governor of Rhode Island,
piirsuaiit to rcsolutioiis passed by the general assenibly of that State wlien in session
iii May luct, calling for a proclamation against those engaged in an armed rebellion
ngniiist tlie goverrinieiit of Rhode-Islaiiil aiicl for military aid i r i siippressing t h e
same; that Your Excellency replied to Governor King tliat in tlie opinion of the
*Addressed l o Brigadier-General R. Jones, Adjutant-General United States Army.
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Executive the force arrayed against the government of the State was not then snch
as to warrant immediate action on his part, but that Your Excelleucy in your reply
proceded to say: " If an exigency of lawless violence shall actually arise, the execntive gownment of the United States, on the application of your excellency under
the authority of the resolutions of the legislature already submitted, will stand ready
to succor the authorities of the State in their efforts to maintain a due ;espect for the
laws." Whereby it was understood that in the event of the assembling of such an
armed force as would require the interfereuce contemplated by the Constitution and
laws of the United States the Executive of the United States, upon being duly notified of the fact by the governor of the State, would act upon the requisition already
made by the legislature without further action on the part of that body.
We understand that upon this notice being given through the communications
Iianded you by Mr. Sprague on Saturday, containing proof of the existente and array
of a large body of armed men within the State of Rhode Island, who had already
committed acts of lawless violence, hoth by depredating largely upon property in
various parts of the State and by capturing aud confining citizens, as well as owning
and manifesting a determination to attack the constituted authorities, you considered
that it was desirable that this communication should have been accompanied with
a further resolution of the general assembly authorizing the governor to act in this
instance, from the fact that the assembly was then in session by adjournment.
It is the purpose of this communication respectfully to state that we conceive
the existing circumstauces cal1 for the immediate action of the Executive upon the
iiiformation and papers n-its
possession.
The meeting of the legislature during the last week was by adjournment. It is in
law regarded as the May session of the general assembly, and can be regarded in no
other light than if it had been a ~ontinuous
sescion of that body held from day to day
by usual adjournments. Had this last been the case, it can not be conceived that
new action on its part would have been required to give notice of any movements of
hostile forces engaged in the same enterprise which was made known to the Executive by its resolutions of May last.
Our intelligence authorizes us to believe that a multitude of lawless and violent
men, not citizens of Rhode Island, but inhabitants of other States, wickedly induced
by pay and by hopes of spoil, and perhaps instigated also by motives arising from
exasperation on the part of their instigators and of themselves at the course heretofcre iudicated in tliis matter by the executive government of the Union, have congregated themselves and are daily increasing their numbers within the borders of our
State, organized, armed, and arrayed in open war upon the State authorities, and
ready to be led, and avowedly about to be led, to the attack of the principal city of
the State as part of the same original plan to overthrow the government, and that
in the prosecution of this plan our citizens bave reason to apprehend the most despcrate and reckless assaults of ruffianly violence upon their property, their habitations, and their lives.
We beg leave to refer you, in addition, to a letter which we understand was
received yesterday by General Scott from Colonel Rankhead, detailing some information in his possession.
We therefore respectfully request an immediate compliance on the part of the
Executive with the requisition communicated in the papers from Governor King, as
tlie most effectiial, and, in our opinion, the only measure tliat can now prevent the
offusionof blood aiicl the calamities of intestine violence, if each has not already
O C C W ~ ~

We are, with the highest Iespect, Your Excelleucy's obedient servants,
I
JAMES F. SIMMONS.
WM. SPRAGUE.
JOSEPH L. TILLINGHAST.

--
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WASHINGTON,
]une z9,18p.
The SECRETARY
OP WAR.
SIR: From the official communicatiou of Colonel Bankhead to you, this day laid
before me, it is evident that t h e difficulties iu Rhode Island have arrived a t a crisis
which may requii-e a prompt interposition of the Executive of the United States to
prevent t h e effusion of blood. From the correspondence already had with the governor of Rhode Islaud 1have reasou to expect that a recluisition will be immediately
made by t h e government of t h a t State for the assistance guaranteed b y the Constitution30 protect its citizens from doniestic Molence. With a view to ascertain the trne
condition of things and to render the assistance of this Government (if any sliall be
required) a s pronipt as may be, you are instructed t o proceed to Rhode Island, and,
iu the event of a requisition being made upon t h e President in conformity with tlie
laws of the Uriited States, you will cause the proclamation herewith delivered to be
published. And sliould circumstances in your opiiiion render it necessary, you will
also cal1 upon the governors of Massachusetts a n d Coiiiiecticut, or either of them,
for such nuinber and description of tlie tnilitia of tlieir respective States as may be
sufficientto terminate at once tlie irisurrection i n Rhode Island. And i n the meantime the troops i t i the vicinity oE Providerice may with propriety be placed in sucl,
positions a s will enable them to defeiid that city froin assault.
JOEIN TYLER.
BY THB PRESIDENT
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A PROCLAMATION.

Whereas t h c legislatiire of the State o€Rhode Island has applied to t h c President of
theUnited States setting forth t h e existence of a dangerous iiisurrectioii i n that State,
composed partly of deluded citizens of the State, but cliiefly of iutrnders of dangerous and abandonrd character coming from other States, and-nquiring t h e immediate
interposition of the constitutional power vested in him to be exercised i n such cases,
1 do issue this rny proclatnatiori, according to law, hereby commanding al1 insurgents
and al1 persons ci~unectedwith said insurrection t o disperse and retire peaceably to
their respective abodes witliin twenty-four hours from the time when this proclamation chal1 be made public in Rhode Island.
Iii testimouy whereof 1 have caused the sea1 of t h e United States t o be hereunto
affixed, and signed the same with my hand.
day of -,
A. D. 1842,and of t l i ~
Done a t tlie city of Washiti@on this
Independeiice of the United States the sixty-sixth.
[L. S.]
JOEIN TYLER.
By the Presiderit:
DANL.m7EBSTER,

-

secrctary 0fState.

1 transmit herewith, for yoiir approval and ratification, a treaty which
1 have caused to be negotiated betweeti t h c United States a n d Texas,
whereby tlie latter, on t h e conclitions tlierein set forth, has transferred
and conveycd a11 its riglit of separate aiicl iriclcpendent sovereignty and
jurisdiction t o the United States. In taking- so important a step 1 have
bee~iinfluence<l by xvlint appearecl to me t o be tlie most coiitrolling considerations of pilblic policy and tlie general good, rind ir1 having accomplished it, should it meet with your approval, the Government will ha*

~

succeeded in reclaiming a territory which formerly constituted a portion,
a s it is confidently believed, of its domain under the treaty of cession oí
1603 by France to the United States.
The country thus proposed t o be annexed has been settled princigally
by percons from the United States, who emigrated on the invitation of
both Spain and Mexico, and who camed with them into the wilderness
which they have partially reclaimed the laws, customs, and political and
domestic institutions of their native land. They are deeply indoctrinated
in al1 the principies of civil liberty, and will bring along with them in the
act of reassociation devotion to our Union and a firm and inflexible resolution to assist in maintaining the public liberty unimpaired-a consideratiou which, as i t appears to me, is to be regarded a s of no small moment.
T h e country itself thus obtained is of incalculable value in an agricultural and commercial point of view. To a coi1 of inexhaustible fertility
it unites a genial and healthy climate, and is destined at a day not dista~it
to make large contributions to the commerce of the world. Its territory
is separated from the United States in part by an imaginas. line, and by
the river Sabine for a distance of 310 miles, and its productions are the
same with those of many of the contigemrs States of the Union. Sucli
is the country, such are its inhabitants, and such its capacities to add to
the general wealth of the Union. As to the latter, it may be safely
r t e that-in
d
klie magnitude of its productions it will equal in a short
time, under the protecting care of this Government, if it does not surpass,
the combined production of many of the States of the Confederacy. A
new and powerful impulse will thus be given to the xravigating interest
of the country, which will be chiefly engrossed by our fellow-citizens of
the Eastern and Middle States, who llave already attained a remarkable
degree of prosperity by the partial monopoly they have enjoyed of the
carrying trade of the Union, particularly the coastwise trade, which this
new acquisition is destined ir1 time, and that not distant, to swell to a
magnituae whicli can not easily be computed, while the addition made
to the boiindaries of the home niarket thus secured to their mining,
riianufacturing, and mechanical ski11 and industry will be of a cliaracter
&hemost conlrnanding and important. Sucli are some of the mariy
advantages which will accrue to the Eastern and IlIiddle States by the
ratification of the treaty-advai~tages the extent of which it is itnpossible to estimate witli accuracy or properly to appreciate. Texas, being
adapted to the culture of cotton, sugar, and rice, and devotirig riiost of
her energies t o the raising of these productions, will open an extensive
market to the Western States ir1 the importaxit articles of beef, pork,
horses, rnules, etc., as well as iii breadstuffs. At the same time, the
Soiithern and Southeastern States will find in the fact of annexation
protection and security to their peace and tranquillity, as xvell against al1
rlomestic as foreign efforts to disturb them, thus consecrating anew the
ritiion of the States and holding out the promise of its perpetua1 duration.
--

.

Thus, a t t h e same time t h a t t h e tide of public prosperity is greatly swollen,
an appeal of wliat appears t o the Executive to be of an imposing, j f not
of a resistless, character is made to the interests of every portion of the
country. Agriculture, which would have a new and extensive market opened for its produce; commerce, whose ships would be freighted
with t h e rich productions of an extensive and fertile region; and the
niechanical arts, in al1 their various ramifications, would seem to unite
i t i one universal demand for the ratificatioli of the treaty.
Uut important as these considerations may appear, they are to be regarded-as but
secondary t o others. Texas, for reasons deemed sufficient by herself,
threw off her dependence on Mexico as far back as 1836, and consummated her independence b y t h e battle of S a n Jacinto in t h e same year,
since which period Mexico has attempted n o serious invasion of her
territory, biit the contest has assumed features of a mere border war,
characterized by acts revolting to humanity. I n the year 1836 Texas
adopted lier constitution, under which slie has existed a s a sovereign
poxver ever sirice, having been recognized as siich by many of the principal powers of the world; and contemporaneoiisly with its adoption, by
- of her people, embracing al1 her populatioii but ninetya solenin vote
three persons, declared her anxious desire to be admitted into association
with tlie United States a s a portion of their territory. T h i s vote, thus
solemnly takeri, has never beeri reversed, nnd now by tlie action of her
constitutecl aiithorities, sustained as it is by popular sentinienfi-she reaffirnis her desire for annexation. This course has been adopt-er
without t h e employment of any sinister measures on t h e part of this
Goverrirnerit. No intrigue has been set on foot to accomplish it. Texas
herself wills it, and the Executive of tlie United States, concurring with
her, has seeri no sufficient reason to avoid t h e consummation of an act
esteemecl t o be so desirable by both. It cari not be denied tliat Texas
is greatly depressed in her erlergies by her long-protracted war with
Mexico. Uticler these circumstances it is but natural that slle should
seek for snfety arid repose under the protection of sonie stronger power,
arid it is equally so that lier people should turri to the Uriited States,
tlie land of their birth, in the first instance i n the pursuit of such protection. Slie lias often before niade knowii lier wishes, but lier advances
llave to tliis time been repellecl. T h e !;xcciitive of the United States
sees no longer any cause for pursuing sucli a course. T h e hazard of
now clefeating her wishes may be o f the inost fatal tendency. It might
lead, and most probably xx~ould,to s ~ i c han entire alienation of sentiment
and feelitig as ~vouldirievitably induce her t o look elsewhere for aid, and
force her eitlier to enter irito dnngerous alliances with other nations, who,
lookirig with more wisdom to tlieir own interests, would, i t is fairly t o
be presuniecl, rcadily adopt such expedients; or she woiild hold out the
proffer of discriminating duties in trade and commerce in order to secure
the necessary assistance. Whatever step she might adopt looking to
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this object would prove disastrous in the highest degree to the interests
of the whole Union. To say nothing of the impolicy of our permitting
the carrying trade and home market of such a country to p a s out of our
liands into those of a commercial rival, the Government, in the first place,
mould be certain t o suffer most disastrously in its revenue by t h e introduction of a system of smuggling upon an extensive scale, which an
army of custom-house officers could not prevent, and which would operate to affect injuriously the interests of al1 the industrial classeS of this
countfy. Hence would arise constant collisions between the inhabitants of
the two countries, which would evermore endanger their peace. A large
increase of the military force of the United States would inevitably foltow, thus devolving upon the people new and extraordinary burdens in
order not only t o protect them from the danger of daily collision with
Texas herself, but to guard their border inhabitants against hostile
inroads, so easily excited on the part of the numerous and warlike tribes
of Indians dwttlling in their neighborhood. Texas would undoubtedly
be unable for many years to come, if at any time, to resist unaided and
hone the military power of the United States; but it is not extravagant
to suppose that nations reaping a rich harvest from he-de,
secured to
them by advantageous treaties, would be induced to take part with her
in any conflict with us, from the strongest considerations of public policy.
Such a state of things might subject to devastatio~tlie territory of contiguous states, -rwd w u l d cost the country in a single campaign more
treasure, thrice told over, than is stipulated to be paid and reimbursed
by the treaty now proposed for ratification. 1 will not permit myself to
dwell on this view of the subject. Consequences of a fatal cliaracter
to the peace of the Union, and everi to the preservation of the Union
itself, might be dwelt upon. They will not, however, fail to occur to the
mind of the Senate aud of the country. Nor do 1 indulge in any vague
conjectures of the future. T h e documents now transmitted along with
the treaty lead t o the couclusion, a s inevitable, that if the boon now tendered be rejected Texas wilI seek for the friendship of others. I n contemplating such a contingency i t can not be overlooked that the United
States are already almost surrounded by the possessions of European
powers. T h e Canadas, New Frunswick, and Nova Scotia, the islands in
the Americati seas, with Texa. trammeled by treaties of alliance or of a
commercial character differing in policy from that of the United States,
would complete the circle. Texas voluntarily steps forth, upon terms
of perfect honor and good faith to al1 nations, t o ask to be annexed to
the Union. As an independent sovereignt~
her right to do this is unquestionable. I n doing so she gives no cause of umbrage to any other power;
her people desire it, and there is no slavish transfer of her sovereignty
and independence. She has for eight years ~naintainedher independence
against al1 efforts to subdue her. She has been recogriized as independmt by many of the most prominent of the family of nations, and that

recognition, so far as they are concerned, places her in a position, without
givirig any just cause of umbrage to them, to surrender her sovereignty
at her owri will and pleasure. The United States, actuated evermore by
a spirit of justice, has desired by the stipulations of the treaty to render
justice to all. 'Chey have made provision for tlie payment of the public
debt of Texas. We look to her ample and fertile domain as the certain
rneans of accornplishing this; but this is a matter between the United
States and Texas, and witli which ather Governrnerits have riothing to
do. Our right to receive t h e rich grant tendered by Texas is perfect,
and this Goverriment should not, having due respect either to its own
honor or its owri interests, permit its course of policy to be interrupted
by tlie interference of other powers, even if such interference were
threatened. The question i s one purely Anierican. 111 the acquisition, while we abstain most carefully froni al1 that could interrupt the
public psace, we claim the right to exercise a due regard to our own.
This Government can not consistently witli its honor permit any such
iriterference. With equal, if not greater, propriety might the Unitecl
States demand of other governments to surrender their nurlierous arid
valuable acquisitions n i a d e 9 a s t time at nuniberless places 0x1 tlie surface of tlie globe, whereby they have added to their power and enlarged
tlieir resources.
T o Mexico the Executive is disposed to pursue a course coiiciliatory
iti its cliaracter arid at tlie sanie time to reiider her tlie rriost ample justice by coiiventions and stipulations not incorisistent with the rights and
dignity of tlie Government. It is actuated by no spirit of unjust aggrandizement, but looks only to its own security. It has made known to
Mexico a t severa1 periods its extreme atixiety to witness the terrninatiori
of liostilities between tliat country and Texas. Its wishes, however,
llave beeii entirely disregarded. I t has ever been ready to urge ari
adjustmerit of the dispute upon terms rnutually advantageous to both.
I t will be reacly at al1 tinies t o liear and disciiss aiiy claims Mexico may
tliirik slie has oii tlie justice of tlie United States and to adjust any tliat
riiay be deemed to be so ori t h e most liberal terms. There is no desire
on the part of the Executive to wound her pride or affect injuriously her
ixiterest, but a t the same time it can not compromit by any delay in its
action tlie esscntial interests of tlie United States. Mexico lias uo right
t3 ask or expect this of us; we deal rightfully with Texas as an independent power. The war whicli has beeri waged for eight years has
resulted only iri the conviction with al1 others than herself that Texas
can 11ot be recoricluered. 1 can riot but repeat the opinion expressed in
niy message a t tlic openiilg of Congress tliat i t is time it had ceased. Tlre
Executive, while i t could not look upon its longer continuance without
tlie greatcst iitieasiness, has, i~evertheless,for al1 past time preserved a
coiirse of strict iieutrality.
I t could not be igtiorant of the fact of tlie
exhaustiori which a war of so long a duration liad produced. Least of al1
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was it ignorant of the anxiety of other powers t o induce Mexico t o enter
into terms of reconciliation with Texas, which, affecting the domestic
institutions of Texas, would operate most injuriously upon the United
States and might most seriously threaten the existente of this happy
Union. Nor could it be unacquainted with the fact that although foreign
governments might disavow al1 design to disturb the relations which
exist under the Constitution between these States, yet that one, the most
powerful amongst them, had not failed to declare its marked and decided
hostility to the chief feature in those relations and its purpose on al1
suitable occasions to urge upon Mexico the adoption of such a course
in negotiating with Texas as to produce the obliteration of that feature
from her domestic policy as one of the conditions of her recognition by
Mexico as an independent state. The Executive was also aware of the
fact that formidable associations of persons, the subjects'of foreign powers, existed, who were directing their utmost efforts to the accomplishment of this object. To these conclusions it was inevitably brought by
the documents now submitted t o the Senate. I repeat, the Executive
caw Texas in a state of almost hopeless exhaustion, and the question
was narfowed down to the simple proposition whether the United S t a t e s
should accept the boon of annexation upon fair and even liberal terms,
or, by refusing to do so, force Texas to seek refuge in the arms of some
other power, either throug-y
of allianee, offensive and defensive,
or the adoption of some other expeaient which might virtually make her
tributary to such power and dependent upon it for al1 future time. The
Executive has full reason to believe that such would have been the result
without its interposition, and that such will be the result in the event
either of unnecessary delay in the ratification or of the rejection of the
proposed treaty .
I n full view, then, of the highest pnblic duty, and as a measure of security against evils incalculably great, the Executive has entered into the
negotiation, the fruits of which are now submitted to the Senate. Independent of the urgent reasons which existed for the step it has taken,
it might safely invoke the fact (which it confidently believes) that there
exists no civilized government on earth having a voluntary tender made
it of a domain so rich and fertile, so replete with al1 that can add to
national greatness and wealth, and so necessary to its peace and safety
that would reject the offer. Nor are other powers, Mexico inclusive,
likely in any degree to be injurionsly affected by the ratification of the
treaty. The prosperity of Texas will be equally interesting t o all; in
the increase of the general commerce of the world that prosperity will
be secured by annexation.
But one view of the subject remains to be presented. I t grows out of
the proposed enlargement of our territory. From this, 1am free to confess, 1 see no danger. The federative system is susceptible of the greatest
extension compatible with the ability of the representatiort of the most

-

distant State or Territory to reach the seat of Government in time to par.
ticipate in the functions of legislation and to make known the wants of
the constituent body. Our confederated Republic consisted originally
of tliirteen members. It now consists of twice that number, while applications are before Congress to permit other additions. This addition of
new States has served t o strengthen rather than to weakeii the Union.
New iiiteresxs have sprung up, which require the united power of all,
through the action o£ the common Government;to protect and defend
upon thc lzigh seas and in foreign parts. Each State commits with perfect security to that common Government those great interests growing
out of our relations with other nations of the world, and which equally
involve the good of al1 the States. Its domestic concerns nre left to its
own exclusive madagement. But if tliere were aiiy force iti the objection it would seem to require an immediate abandonment of territorial
possessions which lie in the distance and stretcli to a far-off sea, arid yet
no one woilld be found, it is believed, ready t o recommend sucli an abandonment. Texas lies a t our very dmrs and iti our immediate vicinity.
Under e.i7?ryview which I have been able to take of the siibject, 1 think
that the interests of our common constituents, the people of al1 the States,
and a love of the Union left the E x e c u x n o other alternative than to
negotiate tlle treaty. T h e higli and solemii duty of ratifying or rejecting
A i s wisely devolved on the Senate by the Constitutioii of the Uriited
JOHN TYLER.
-'L:?F-~TNGTON,

A @ Y22,
~ 1844.

T u flze Senafe of fhe U n i f e á States:
L transiliit herewith an additional article to the treaty of extradition
lately coticluded between the Governments o£ Fraiice aild the Uiiited
States, for your approval aiid ratification. TIie reasoti upori wliicli it is
founded is explained on the face of the article and in tlie letter frorii Mr.
Pageot wliicli accompanies this commmiication.
JOHN TYLER.
WASEIINGTON,
A f i d 26, 184p.

T o flze Senafe of fhe Unz'ted Stafes:
I n conlpliance with tlie resolution of tlie Senate of tlie 22d instant,
requesting tlie President to communicrite to that body aiiy communication, papers, or maps in possessioti of this Government specifying the
southern, soiithwestern, and westeni boundaries of Texas, 1 transmit
a niap of Texas and the couiitries adjacent, compiled in tlie Bureau of
Topograpliical Engiileers, under the direction of Colonel J. J. Abert, by
Lieutenant U. E. Emory, of that Corps, and also a memoir upon tlie subject by the same officer.

JOHN TYLER.
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In my annual message at the commencement of the present sescion of
Congress 1 informed the two Houses that instructions had been given by
the Executive to the United States envoy a t Berlin to negotiate a commercial treaty with the States composing the Germanic Customs Union
for a reduction of the duties on tobacco and other agricultura1 productions of the United States, in exchange for concessions on our part in
relation to certain articles of export the product of the ski11 and industry
of those countries. 1 now transmit a treaty which, proposes to carry into
effect the views and intentions thus previously expressed and declared,
accompanied by two dispatches from Mr. Wheaton, our minister at Berlin. This is believed to be the first instance in'which the attempt has
proved successful to obtain a reduction of the heavy and onerous duties
to which American tobacco is subject in foreign markets, and, taken in
connection with the greatly reduced duties on rice and lard and the free
introduction of raw cotton, for which the treaty provides, 1 can not but
anticipate from its ratification important benefits to the great agricultural,
commercial, and navigating interests of the United States. T h e concessions on our part relate to articles which are believed not to enter injuriously into competition with the manufacturing interest of the United
States, while a country of great extent and embracing a population of
28,000,000human beings will more thoroughly than heretofore be thrown
open to the commercial enterprise of our tiAbw-eitizens.
Inasmuch as the provisions of the treaty c E e Wsome extent in conflict with existing laws, it is my intention, should it receive your approval
and ratification, to communicate a copy of it to the House of Representatives, in order that that House may take such action upon it as it may
deem necessary to give efficiency to its provisions.

APRIL29, 1844.

JOHN TYLER.

WASHINGTON,
ApriZ 29,18#.
T o the Senate of the United Stafes:
1 herewith transmit to the Senate, with reference to my message of the
22d instant, the copy of a recent correspondence* between the Department of State and the minister of Her Britannic Majesty in tliis country.
JOHN TYLER.

.

WASHINGTON,
29, 1 8 q p .
T o fhe Senate of the Unifed Sfates:
1 transmit to the Senate a report of the Secretary of War, prepared
in compliance with the request contained in a resolution of the 10th

instant. t

* With reference to the atinexation of Texas.

JOHN TYLER.

t Proceedings under act of March 3, 1843, for the relief of t h Stockbndge
~
tribe of lndians in tüe
T e r f i s of Wisconsin.

WASHINGTON,
M u y r, r84g.
To fhe Senate o/ the Unifed States:
I transmit herewith a dispatch from the British minister, addressed to
the Secretary of State, bearing date the 30th April, in reply to the letter
of the Secretary of State of the 27th April, which has already been communisated t o the Senate, having relation to the Texas treaty.
JOHN TYLER.

M u y 3, r844.
WASHINGTON,

To ihe Senafe of fhe United States:
I n answer to the resolution of the Senate of the 29th ultimo, requesting a copy of additional papers upon the subject of the relations between
tlie United States and the Republic of Texas, 1 transmit a report frotn the
Secretary of State and the documents by which it was accompanied.
JOHN TYLER.
WASHINGTON,
M u y 6, r8#.
To the Senafe of fhe United Sfafes:
1 herewith transmit the accompanying ~ o r r e s ~ o n d e n c e ~ a tto
i nthe
g
treaty recently concluded by the minister of the United States at Berlin
with the States comprising the Zollverein.
JOHN TYLER.

-

--

WASHINGTON,
lMUy 6, 1844.
T a lhe Nouse of Representatives:
1 transmit to the House of Representatives a report* of the Secretary
of War, ~ r e ~ a r easd requested by the resolution of the House of the
18th of January last.
JOHN TYLER.
WASHINGTON,
M a y 6, 1844.
To the El'ouse of Representafives:
1 transmit herewith a report and accompanying documerits from the
Secretary of War, containing al1 the information that can be now furnished by tliat IDepartment, in answer to the resolution of tlie House of
Representatives of the 18th of January, respecting the allowance of claims
previously rejected.
JOHN TYLER.

M a y 7,1844.
'WASHINGTON,
To fhe Senate of the United States:
1 transmit to the Senate, for its consideration with a view to ratification, a postal convention between the United States and the Republic of
Kew Granada, signed in the city of Bogota on the 6th of March lact.
*Transmittlng lists of persons employed by the War Department since March 4,1837, without

uprws authority oflaw. e í a

4

316
8

Messages a n d P u j e r s of the Presidents

In order that the Senate may better understand the objects of the convention and the motives which have made those objects desirable on
the part of the United States, 1 also transmit a copy of a correspondence
between the Department of State and the chairman of the Comrnittee
on Commerce in the Senate, and between the sarne Department and
Mr. Blackford, the chargé d'affaires of the United States at Bogota, who
concluded the convention oa +hepart of this Government.
JOHN TYLER.
WASHINGTON,
M a y 10, 1844.
T o the Senate of the United States:
1 deem it proper to transmit the accompanying dispatch, recently
received from the United States envoy at London, having refereme to
the treaty now before the Senate lately negotiated by Mr. Wheaton,
our envoy a t Berlin, with the Zollverein.
1 will not withhold the expression of my full assent to the views
expressed by Mr. Everett i n his conference with Lord Aberdeen.
JOHN TYLER.

-

WASHINGTON,
M a y r o , 1844.
T o the Nouse of Represenfatives:
1 communicate to Congress a letter from %heImaum-uFMmxat and-a

-

translation of it, together with sundry other papers, by w h i c h k will be
perceived that His Highness has been pleased again to offer t o the United
States a present of Arabian horses. These animals will be in Washington in a short time, and will be disposed of in such manner as Congress
may think proper to direct.
JOHN TYLER.

M a y rr, 1844.
WASHINGTON,
To the Senafe of the Unifed Sfates:
1herewith communicate to the Senate, for its consideration, two conventions concluded by the minister of the United states a t Berlin-the
one with the Kingdom of Wurtemberg, dated on the 10th day of April,
and the other with the Grand Duchy of Hesse, dated on the 26th day of
March, 1844-for the mutual abolition of the droit d'aubaine and the
druit de defracfion between those Governments and the United States,
and 1 communicate with the conventions copies of the correspondence
necessary to explain the reasons for concluding them.
JOHN TYLER.
WASHINGTON,
May 15, 1844.
T o the Senate of fhe Unifed States:
In answer to the resolution of the Senate of the 13th instant, ren?iesting
to be informsd- wixtber,, since the commencement of the negotiztions

which resulted jn the treaty now before t h e Senate for t h e annexation
of Texas to the United States, any military preparation has been made
or ordered by the President for or in aiiticipation of war, and, if so, for
what cause, and witli whom was such war apprehended, and what are
tlie preparations that have been made or ordered; has any movement
or assemblage or disposition of any of the military or naval forces of the
United States been made or ordered witl-i a view to such hostilities; and
to communicate to the Seiiate copies of al1 orders or directions given
for auy such preparation or for ariy such movement or disposition or for
the future conduct of such military or iiaval forces," 1 have t o iiiforrn the
Senate that, iu consequence of tlie declaration of Mexico communicated
to this Government and by me laid before Corigress at the opeiiing of its
present session, arinoiiiicing tlie deterrniiiatiori of Mexico t o regard as a
declaration of war against her by tlie Uiiited States tlie definitive ratification of any treaty with Texas arincxing tlie territory of that Republic to
the United States, aiid tlie hope and belief eiitertained by t h e Executive
that t h e treaty with Texas for that piirpose woiild be speedily apyroved
and ratified by tlie Senate, i t was regardcd by tlie Executive to have
beconie empliatically its duty to concentrate iii the Gulf of Mexios a n L
its viciriity, as :r precautionary measure, as large a portiou of tlie home
squadrori, urider the command of Captairi Coriner, as could well be dt.xwn
together, arid at: the same time to assemble a t Fort Jesup, oti tlie borL.:rs
oE Texas, as large a military f o r m s tixe deniands of the service at othtr
encampments m-ould authorize to be detaclied. For the i-iuinber of ships
already iri the Gulf and tlie waters contiguous thereto alid sucli as Írre
placed uuder orders for that destinatioii, aild of troops now assenibled
upon tlie froiltier, 1refer you to the accornpanying reports frorii the Secretaries of the War and Navy Departriieiits. I t will also be pel-ceived by
tlie Senate, by referring to tlie orders of the Navy Departmerit which are
lierewith traristiiitted, t h a t the iiaval officer iii comrnarid of tlie Axet is
directecl to cause his ships to perforiu al1 tlie duties of a ileet of observáti011 aiicl to apprise tlie Executive of any itidication of a liostile d e s i g ~
iipoti Texas on tlie part of ariy iiation pending the de!iberations of the
Setiate upoii the treaty, witli a view that tlie same s h ~ u l c lpr~niptlybe
subniittecl to Congress for its iiiature cleliberation. At tlie saine time, i t
is dile to riiyself tliat 1 shoulcl declare i t as r11y opinioii tliat ti:e 'Jnited
States liavirig by the treaty of annexatioii accluired a title to Texas which
r e v i r e s ouly the actioil of the Senate to perfect it, no otlier power could
be perrilittccl te) itivacle ancl by force of nrms to possess itself o i any portiou of tlie territory of Texris petidirig yoiir cleliberations iipori the treaty
-ivitlioiit placitig itself- iii an hostile attitucle to tlie Uriited States aná
jiistifying tlie etilployment of any military xneans at oiir disposal to drive
imck tlie invasioii. A t tlie saiiie titile, i t is iiiy opiiiioii that Mexico o!
a:iy other power will fitid iti your approval of tlie treaty iio just cause of
war against the United States, nor do 1 believe that there is any seriou~
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hazard of war to be found
every proper measure will
upon an honorable and just
through a liberal course of

in the fact of such approval. Nevertheless,
be recorted to by the Executive to preserve
basis the public peace by reconciling Mexico,
policy, to the treaty.
JOHN TYLER.

WASHINGTON,
May 15, 1844.
To ¿he Senate of the Untfed States:
In answer to the resolution of the Senate of the 13th instant, requesting to be informed "whether a messenger has been sent to Mexico with
a view to obtain her consent to the treaty with Texas, and, if so, to communicate to the Senate a copy of the dispatches of which he is bearer
and a copy of the instructions given to said messenger; and also to inform
the Senate within what time said messenger is expected to return," 1
have to say that no messenger has been sent to Mexico in order to obtain
her assent to the treaty with Texas, it not being regarded by the Executive as iil any degree requisite to obtain such consent in order (should
the Senate ratify the treaty) to perfect the title of the United States
to the territory thus acquired, the title to the same being full and perfect
without the assent of any third power. The Executive has negotiated
with Texas as an independent power of the world, long since recognized
as siIck by the United States and other powers, and as subordinateher r i g k k s d full sovereignty to no other power. A messenger has been
dispatched to our minister at Mexico as bearer of the dispatch already
communicated to the Senate, and which is to be found in the letter
addressed to Mr. Green, and forms a part of the documents ordered confidentially to be printed for the use of the Senate. That dispatch was
dictated by a desire to preserve the peace of the two countries by denying
to Mexico al1 pretext for assuming a belligerent attitude to the United
States, as she had threatened to do, in thk event of the annexation of
Texas to the United States, by the dispatch of her Government which
was communicated by me to Congres at the opening of its present session. T h e messenger is expected to return before the 15th of June next,
but he may be detaiued to a later day. The recently appointed euvoy
from the United States to Mexico will be sent so soon as the final action
is had ou the question of annexation, at which time, and not before, can
his instructions be understandingly prepared.
JOHN TYLER
WASHINGTON,
May 16, r844.
To fhe Senafe oofthe UnitefedStates:
In my message communicating the treaty with Texas 1expressed the
opinion that if Texas was not now annexed it was probable that the op&rtunity of annexing it to the United States would be lost forever. Since
then the subject has been much agitated, and if an opinion may be formed

of the chief ground of the opposition to the treaty, it is not that Texas
ought not at some time or other to be annexed, but that the present is
not the proper time. It becomes, therefore, importarit, in this view of the
subject, and is alike due to the Senate and the country, that 1 should
furnish any papers in my possession which may be calculated to impress
the Senate witli the correctness of the opinion thus expressed by me.
With this view 1herewith transmit a report from the Secretary of State,
acconipanied by various communications on the subject. These comniunications are from private sources, and it is to be remarked that a
resort miist in al1 sucli cases be had chiefly to private soiirces of information, siilce it is iiot to be expected that any government, more especially
if situated as Texas is, would be inclined to develop to the world its
ulterior line of policy.
Arnorlg the extracts is one from a letter from Gerieral Houston to General Anclrew Jacksori, to which 1 particularly invite your attention, and
ariotlier from General Jackson t o a gentleman of high respectability, now
of tliis place. Considering that General Jackson was placed in a situation to hold the freest and fullest interview with Mr. Miller, the private
aild conficlential secretary of President Houston, who, President Houston
iiiformecl General Jackson, ' ' knows al1 his actions and understands al1
his inotives," and wlio was authorized to commiinicate to General Jackson tlie views of the policy entertairied by the President of Texas, as well
applicnl>le to tlie preserit as the fiiture; thatdhedeclaration made by
General Jacksori in liis letter " that the present golden moment to obtain
Texas must not be lost, or Texas might froni necessity be thrown into
tlie arins of Englarid and be forever lost to the United States," was made
with a full ktiowledge of al1 circumstatices, and ought to be received a s
coricliisive of what will be the course of Texas should the present treaty
f:iil-frotti
this high source, sustained, if it requires to be siistained, by
tlie nccornpanying coriimunications, 1 entertain not the least doubt that
if arinexation slioiild now fail it will in al1 human probability fail forever.
Indeecl, 1 have strong reasoris to believe that instructions have aiready
beeri given by the Texan Government to propose to the Government of
C>reat Britain, forthwitli on tlie failiire, to enter into a treaty of comtiierce and an aiiiance offensive and defensive.
JOEIN TYLER.
-

W A S H I N G TMO
uN
y ,17, r8gg.

T o fke Senafe of fke Unifeed States:
Iii rinsxver to the resolution of the Senate of the 13th instant, relating
to a supposed armistice between the Republics of Mexico and Texas, 1
tr:iitstiiit n rcport froni tlie Secretary of State and tlie papers by which it
was accompanied.
J O H N TYLER.

-

Canada and England, which are now landed at Halifax and thence forwarded through tlie Britisli dominions to their destination."
I t will be perceived that this com~nunication has beeii referred t o
tlie Postmaster-General, and his opiniori respecting t h e proposition will
accordingly be found in his letter t o t h e Departmeiit of State of the 5 t h
instant, a copy of whicli is inclosed. 1 lose no time in recommending
the subject to the favorable consideration of the House aiid in bespeaking for it early attention.
JOHN TYLER.

W A S H I N G TJz~ne
O N , 8 , r.944.
3 0 fhe House of Rc~resentatives:
I r i cornpliance witli n resolution of the House of Representatives of
the 29th of April last, 1 commuuicate to that body a report* from t h e
Secretary of State, tvhich embraces t h e informatioii called for by t h a t
resolution.
JOHN TYLER.
WASHINGTON,
]une

ro, 164g.

To fhe House of Reflresentatiues of fhe U n i f e d .?Zafes:
T h e treaty negotiated by the Executive with the Republic of Texas,
witliout a departure froin any forrn of proceeding custoniarily o b s e r v e L iii tlie negotiations of treaties for the aiinexation of tliat Republic t o t h e
United St-ving
been rejected b y t h e Senate, ancl t h e subject haviiig excited oti the part of the people no ordinary degree of interest, 1
feel it t o be my duty t o coinmunicate, Sor your consi<leratiori,the rejected
treaty, together xvitli al1 the correspondence and documents xvhich have
heretofore been sul~mittedto the Senate iti its executive sessioxis. T h e
papcrs communicatecl embrace not o n l t~h e series already made public by
c J 3ers of the Senate, but otliers froni wliich the veil of secrecy has riot
1,eetl retrioved by tliat body, but whicli 1 deem to be essetitial to a just
:ippí-eciation of tlie entire question. While tlie treaty \\-as pending Ijefore
tlic Sennte 1 did not coilsider it compatible xvitli the just rights of that
body or cotisistent with the respect entertained f o r \ t to-bring tliis
inlportant subject before you. The power of Congress is, liowever, fully
cornpetent ir1 sonle other for~llof proceecliiig to accornplisli cverytliirig
that a formal ratification of the treaty could have accomplished, anci 1
therefore feel that 1 shotild but iuiperfectly discliarge niy duty to yourselves or the couiitry if 1 failed to lay before you everytliing iii tlie possessioii of the Executive wliich woulcl enable you to act witli ftill liglit ou
the subject if you sllould deein it proper to take any actiori upon it.
1 regarcl the c~uestiorliilvolvecl iii thcse proceeditlgs as one of vast
magriitude aud as addressing itself t o interests of an elevated and enduriiig cliaracter. A Iiepublic coterniiiious iii territory mitli oiir o\vn, of

7

*Transmitting correspondence from 1816 to 1820, inclusive, between Iliiited States ministers to
Spain and the Department of State. between those ministers and Spanish senetaries of state. and
Detween the Deprtment of State and the Spaministers accredited to Lhe United States.
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immense recources, which require only to be brought under the influence
of our confederate and free system in order to be fully developed, promising a t no distant day, through the fertility of its soil, nearly, if not
entirely, to duplicate the exports of the country, thereby making an
addition to the carrying trade to an amount almost incalculable and giving a new impulse of immense importance to the commercial, manufacturing, agricultural, and shipping interests of the Union, and at the same
time affording protection to an exposed frontier and placing the whole
country in a condition of security and repose; a territory settled mostly
by emigrants from the United States, who would bring back with them
in the act of reassociation an unconquerable love of freedom and an ardent
attachment to our free institutions-such
a question could not fail to
interest most deeply in its success those wha under the Constitution
have become responsible for the faithful administration of public affairs.
1 have regarded i t as not a little fortunate that the question involved
was no way sectional or local, but a d d r e s d itself to the interests of
every part of the country and made its appeal to the glory of the Ameria n name.
It is due to tlie occasion to say that 1 have carefully reconsidered the
objections which have been urged to immediate action upon the subject
without in any degree having been struck by their force. It has been
objected that the measure of annexation shouldbe preceded by the consent of Mexico. T o preserve the most friendly rebtisns with Mexico; to
concede to her, not grudgingly, but freely, aii her rights; to negotiate
fairly and frankly with her as to the question of boundary; to render her,
in a word, the fullest and most ample recompense for any loss she might
convince us she had sustained, fully accords with the feelings and views
the Executive has always entertained.
But negotiation in advance of annexation would prove not only abortive, but might be regarded as offensive to Mexico and insulting to
Texas. Mexico would not, 1 am persuaded, give ear for a moment to an
attempt at negotiation in advance except for the whole territory of
Texas. While al1 the world beside regards Texas as an independent
power, Mexico chooses to look upon her as a revolted province. Nor
could we negotiate with Mexico for Texas without admitting that our
recognition of her independence was fraudulent, delusive, or void. It
is only after acquiring Texas that the question of boundary can arise
between the United States and Mexico-a question purposely left open
for negotiation with Mexico as affording the best opportunity for the
most friendly and pacific arrangements. The Executive has dealt with
Texas as a power independent of al1 others, both de facfo and de jure.
She was an independent State of tlie Confederation of Mexican Republics. When by violent revolution Mexico declared the Confederation at an
end, Texas owed her no longer allegiance, but claimed and has maintained
the right for eight jrears to a separate and distinct position. Durirrg

that period no army has invaded her with a view to her reconquest; and
if she has not yet established her right to be treated as a nation independent de facto and de jure, it would be difficult t o say at what period
she will attain to that condition.
Nor can we by aiiy fair or any legitimate inference be accused of violating any treaty stipulations witli Mexico. T h e treaties with Mexico
give no guaranty of any sort and are coexistent with a similar treaty
with Texas. So have we treaties with most of t h e nations of the earth
~vliichare equally as much violated by the annexation of Texas t o the
tJnited States as would be our treaty with Mexico. The treaty is merely
commercial and intended as the instrument for more accurately defining
the rights and securing the interests of the citizens of each country.
What bad faith can be implied or charged upon the Government of the
Uiiited States for successfully negotiating with a n independent power
upon any subject not violating the stipulations of such treaty 1 confess
my itiability to discern.
The objections which have been taken to the enlargement of our territory were urged with much zeal against the acquisition of huisiana, anú
yet the futility of such has long since been fully demonstrated. Since
that periocl a riew power has been introduced into t h e affairs of the world,
wliich has for al1 practica1 purposes brought Texas mucli nearer t o the
seat of Governrneiit than Louisiana was at the time of its annexation.
Distant regions are h~ the application of the steam engine brought
within a close proximity.
With the views which 1 entertain on the subject, 1should prove faithless to the high trust which the Constitution has devolved upon me if 1
neglected to invite the attention of the representatives of the people t o it
a t the earliest moment that a due respect for %heSenate would allow me
so to do. 1 should find in the urgency of the matter a sufficient apology.
if one was wanting, since annexation is to encounter a great, if not certain,
hazard o€final defeat i f something be not n m done to prevent it. Upon
this poirit 1 can riot too impressively invite your attention tomy message
of the 16th of May and to the documents which accompany ít, which
have iiot heretofore been made public. I f it be objected that the Iiames
of the tvriters of some of the private letters are withheld, al1 that 1 can
sny is that it is done for reasons regarded as altogether adequate, and that
tlie writers are persons of the first respectability and citizens of Texas,
aiid have such means of obtaining information as t o entitle their stateiiicrits to full creclit. Nor has anything occurred to weaken, but, on the
coiitrary, much to confirm, nly confidence in the statements of General
Jackson, m d n ~ own
y
statement, made at the close of that message, in the
belief, amounting almost to certainty, " that instructions have already
been given by thc. Texan Government to propose t o the Government of
Great Rritain, forthwith on the failure [of the treaty], to enter into a
treaty of commerce and an alliance offensive and detensive.".

-

1 also particularly invite your attention to the letter from Mr. Everett,
our envoy a t London, containing an account of a conversation in t&
House of Lords which lately occurred between Lord Brougham and Lord
Aberdeen in relation to the question of annexation. Nor can 1 do so
without the expression of some surprise at the language of the minister of foreign affairs employed upon the occasion. That a Kingdom
which is made what it now is by repeated acts of annexation-beginning
with the time o f t h e heptarchy and concluding with the annexation of
the Kingdoms of Ireland and Scotland-should perceive any principle
either novel or serious in the late proceedings of the American Executive
in regard to Texas is well calculated to excite surprise. I f it be pretended that because of commercial or political relations which may exist
between the two countries neither has a right to part with its sovereignty, and that no third power can change those relations by a voluntary treaty of union or annexation, then it would seem to follow that an
annexation to be achieved by force of arms in the prosecution of a just
and necessary war could in no way be justified; and yet it is presumed
that Great Britain would be the last nation in the world to maintain any
such doctrine. T h e commercial and political relations of many of the
countries of Europe have undergone repeated changes by voluntary treaties, by conquest, and by partitions of their territories without any question as to the riglit u~iderthe public law. The question, in this view of
1 w X T o t perit, can be considered as neither "serious" nor "novel."
mit myself to believe that the British minister designed to bringaimself
to any such conclusion, but it is impossible for us to be blínd to the fact
that the statements contained in Mr. Everett's dispatch are well worthy
of serious consideration. The Government and people of the United
States have never evinced nor do they feel any desire to interfere in
public questions not affecting the relations existing between the States
of the American continent. We leave the European powers exclusive
control over matters affecting their continent and the relations of their
different States; tlie United States claim a similar exemption from any
such interference on their part. T h e treaty with Texas was negotiated
from considerations of Iiigh public policy, influencing the conduct oF
tlie two Republics. We have treated with Texas as an independent
power solely with a view of bettering the condition of the two countries.
I f annexation in any form occur, it will arise from the free and unfettered action of the people of the two countries; and it seems altogether
becoming in me to say that the liorior of the country, the dignity of the
Anierican name, and the permarient interests of the United States would
forbid acquiescence iu any such iiiterference. No one can more highly
appreciate the value of peace to both Great Britain and the United States
atid tlie capacity of eacli to do injiiry to the other than niyself, but peace
can best be preserved by maintaining firmly the rights which belong to
us as an independent community.

-

So much have 1 considered it proper for me to say; and it becomes
me only to add that while 1 have regarded the annexation to be accomplished by treaty as the most suitable form in wliich it could be effected,
should Congress trleem it proper to resort to any other rxpedient compatible with the Constitution and likely to accomplish the object 1 stand
p r e p r e d to yield niy rnost prompt and active cooperation.
Tlie great question is riot as to the manner in whicli it shall be done,
i,iit +hether it shall be accomplished or iiot.
The responsibility of deciding this question is now devolved upori you.

JOHN TYLER.

WASHINGTON,
]une r o , ~ 8 4 4 .
To fhe Senafe of fhe Clnifed Stafes:
Iii ariswer to the resolution of the Senate of the 7th instant, upon
the subject of the supposed employmerit of Mr. Duff Green in Europe
by the Executive of tlie United States, 1 transniit a report from tlie
Secretary of State, to whom the resolution was referred.
JOHN TYLER.

WASHINGTON,
]une 1 2 , r 8 p p .
T o fhe Senafe of fhe Zlnited Stafe5:
111 compliance with the resolution o f t h e e n a t e of the 4th instant,
calliilg for a corresponclence* between tlie late minister of the United
States iil Mexico and tlie rninister for foreign affairs of that Republic,
1 trarisinit a report from the Secretary of State and the documents by
liicli it was acconipanied.
JOEIN TYLEII.
\l.

73 ihc Senafe of the Unifed Sfates:

WASHINGTON,
]me, r 8 p p .

l'hc resolutioi~of the Senate of the 3 ~ 1instant, reqiiesting the President
to lay before that body, corifidentinlly, " a copy of arly iiistr~ctions
which
iriay llave been given by the Executive to tlie Arriericnn minister in
Iciig-lniid on tlie siibjcct of tlie titlr to a~icloccupatioii of tlie Territory of
Clrcgo~isiiice tlie 4th of March, 1841; also a copy of any correspondence
-,vliich rnay have passecl betweeri this Government and that of Great
1:ritriiil iii relatioii to the subject since tliat time," has been received.
1 x 1 reply 1 llave to state that in the present state of the subject-matter
lo \\liicli the iesoliitioti refers it is cleer~iedinexpedierit to communicate
tlie iiiforination requestecl by the Senate.
JOHN TYLER.
* < ) i i tlie sitbject ot :!TI orclcr issixed hy tlie nxexicnii Govertinient expelling al1 natives of the
ITriit<ril S t n t e s froni Ul,{>er California aiid other d e p n r t m e n t s of t l ~ eNlexicaii Kepublic, and of
the order prohibiting foreigners the privilege of the retail trade in Mexico.

-
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WASHINGTON,
June r5, 1844.
T o the House of lPepresentaitves of ihe United States:
1 herewith transmit to the House of Representatives, in answer to their
resolution of the 4th instant, a report from the Secretary of State, with
the correspondence therein referred to.
JOHN TYLER.

*

-

WASHINGTON,
]une 17,re4.
The PRESIDENTOF THE SENATE:
1 transmit herewith a report from the Secretary of State, in answer to a
resolution of the 12th instant. Although the contingent fund for foreign
intercourse has for al1 time been placed at the disposal of the President,
to be expended for the purposes contemplated by the fund without any
requisition upon him for a disclosure of the names of persons employed
by him, the objects of their employment, or the amount paid to any particular person, and although any such disclosures might iii many cases
disappoint the objects contemplated by the appropriation of that fund,
yet in this particular instance 1 feel no desire t o withhold the fact that
Mr. Duff Green was employed by the Executive to collect such information, from private or other sources, as was deemed important to asist
the Executive in undertaking a negotiation then contemplated, but afterwards abandoned, upon an important subject, and that there was paid to
him through the hands of the Secretary of State $r,ooo, in full for alsuch service. I t is proper t o say that Mr. Green aftenvards presented
a claim for a n additional allowance, which has been neither allowed nor
recognized a s correct.
JOHN TYLER.

-

WASHINGTON,
]une r7, r844.
To the Senate:
1 have learned that the Senate has laid on the table the nomination,
heretofore made, of Reuben H. Walworth t o be an ass~ciatejustice of
the Supreme Court, in the place of Smith Tliompcon, deceased. 1 a m
informed that a large amount of business has acciimulated in the second
district, and that the immediate appoirrtment of a judge for that circuit
is essential to the administration of justice. Under these circumstances
1 feel it my duty to withdraw the name of Mr. Walworth, whose Sppointment the Senate by their action seems not now prepared to confirm, in the
hope that another name may be more acceptable.
The circumstances under which the Senate heretofore declined to advise
and consent to the noinination of John C. Spencer have so far changed
as to justify ine in my again submitting his naine to their consideration.
1 therefore nominate John C. Spencer, of New York, to be appointed an
associate justice of the Supreme Court, in the place of Smith Thompson,
deceased.
JOHN TYLER.
r w i t h Great Britain relative to the duties exaded by that Government on rough rice exported
from &e Urured Síates, contrary to t h e treaty of 181.5.

VBTO MESSAGES."
WASHINGTON,
Decembe~18,r843.

TOihe House of Rejresen fatives:

x-

1 received within a few hours of the adjournment of the last Congres
a resolutioti " clirecting payment of the certificates or awards issued by
the commissioners under t h e treaty with t h e Cherokee Indians."
Its
provisions involved principles of great importante, in reference t o which
It required niore time t o obtain the necessary informatioii than was
allowed.
The balance of the fund provided by C o n g r e s for satisfying claims
under the seventeenth article of the Cherokee treaty, referred t o in the
resolution, is wholly insufficient to meet t h e claims still periding. T o
direct the payinent, therefore, of the whole amount of those claims which
happened t o be first adjudicated would prevent a ratable distribution of
tlie fund aniorig those equally entitled to its benefits. Such a violation
of tlie individual rights of t h e claimants would impose upon t h e Government the obligation of making further appropriations to indemtiify them,
and thus Co~igresswould be obliged to enlarge a provision, liberal and
equitable, which it had made for the satisfaction of al1 t h e demands of
the Cherokees. 1was unwilling to sanction a rrieasure which would thus
indirectly overturn the adjustment of our d i f f e r e n c P P t h t h e Cherokees,
accomplished with so much difficulty, and t o which time is reconciling
those Indians.
If no such indemnity should be provided, then a palpable and very
gross wrotlg would be inflicted upon the claimants who had not been
so fortunate as to have their claims taken u p in preference to others.
Besides, the fund having been appropriated by law to a specific purpose,
ir1 fulfillnient of the treaty, i t belongs to the Clierokees, and t h e authority
of this Government to direct its application to particular claims is more
than questioriable.
The direction iii the joint resolution, therefore, to pay t h e awards of
seemed to me quite objecthe commissioners to the amourit of $~oo,ooo
tionable, and coiild not be approved.
The fiirther direction t h a t t h e certificates required to be issued by the
treaty, and iii conformity with the practice of the board heretofore, shall
be proper and sufficient vouchers, upon whicli payments shall be made a t
the Treasury, is a departure from the systeni established soon after the
adoption of the Constitution and maintained ever since. T h a t system
requires t h a t payments under the authority of any Department shall
be made upon its requisition, countersigned by the proper Auditor and
Comptroller. The greatest irregularity xvoiild ensue from t h e mede of
payment prescribed by t h e resolution.

* The first is a pocket veto.

-

Representatives will regard my approval of the bill more as the result
of misinformation than any design to abandon or modify the principles
laid down in this message. Every system is liable to run into abuse,
and none more so than that under consideration; and measures can not
be too soon taken by Congress to guard against this evil.
JOHN TYLER. '

EXECUTIVE ORDERS.

DEPARTMENT
OF STATE,
Washington, February 29, 1844.

SIR: It has become my most painful duty to announce to you the
sudden and violent death of the Hon. Abel P. Upshur, late Secretary
of State of the United States. This afflicting dispensation occurred on
tlie afternoon of yesterday, from the bursting of one of the great guns
on board the Government steamship Princeton, near Alexandria, on lier
return from ati excrrsion of pleasure down the river Potomac. By this
most unfortunate accident several of our distinguished citizens, amongst
whom were the Secretaries of State and of the Navy, were inimediately
killed, and many other persons mortally wounded or severely injured.
It is the wish of t h e President that the diplomatic and consular agents
of the United States, and al1 other officers connected with the S t a i
Departinent, either a t home or abroad, shall wear the usual badge of
mourning, in token of their grief and of respect for tlie memory of Mr.
Upshur, during thirty days from the time of receiving this order.
I n consequence of this event, the President has been pleased to charge
me a d inferim with the direction of the Department of State, and 1have
accordingly this day entered upon the duties of this appointment.
1have the Iionor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant,
JNO. NELSON.

.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
F e b r u a ~ y29, 1844.
I n the deepest grief the President of the United States has instructed
tlie undersigned to announce to the Army that from the accidental explosion of a gun yesterday on board the United States steamship Princeion
the country and its Government lost at tlie same moment the Secretary
of State, the Hon. A. P. Upshur, and the Secretary of the Kavy, tlie
TI mer.
Hoii. T. W. ("1
Called but a few days since to preside over the administration of the
War Department, it is peculiarly paitiful to the uildersigtied that his first
official communication to the Army should be the announcement of a
*Sent to al1 diplomatic and consular officersof the United Statea.
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calamity depriviiig the country of the public services of two of our most
accomplished statesmen and popular and deeply esteemed fellow-citizens.
Their virtues, talents, and patriotic services will ever be retained in the
grateful recollection of their countrymen and perpetuated upon the pages
of the history of our common country.
Deep as may be the gloom which spreads over the community, it has
pleased the Almighty Dispocer of Events to add another shade to it by
blending in this melancholy catastrophe the deaths of an eminent citizen,
Virgil Maxcy, esq., lately chargé d'affaires to Belgium; a gallant and
meritorious officer of the Navy, a chief of a bureau, Captain B. Kennon,
and a private citizen of New York of high and estimable character,
besides others, citizens aiid sailors, either killed or wounded.
As appropriate honors to tlie memory of these distinguished Secretaries, half-hour guns will be fired at every military post furnished with
the proper ordnance the day after the receipt of this order from sunrise
to sunset. The national flag will be displayed at half-staff during the
same time. And al1 officers of the Army will wear for three months
the customary badge of mourning.
WM. WILKINS,
Secrefa-War.

NAYKQZPARTMENT,
February 29, 18p4.
As a mark of r e s F T t h e memory of the late Hon. Thomas W.
Gilmer, Secretary of the Navy, whose career at his entrance upon the
duties of his office, would have been nobly maintained by that ability<
and vigor of which his whole previous life had been the guaranty, the
flags of al1 vessels in commission, navy-yards, and stations are to be
hoisted at half-mast on the day after the receipt of this order, minute
guns to the number of seventeen are to be fired between sunrise and
sunset, and crape is to be worn on the left arm and upon the sword for
the space of three months.
By command of the President:

L. WARRINGTON,

Secrefary of fhe N a v y ad infevim.

FOURTH ANNUAI, MESSAGE.
WASHINGTON,
December3, 2844.
To tke Senate and House of Re#resentaftves of fhe United Sta fess:
We have continued cause for expressing our gratitude to the Supreme
Ruler of the Universe for the benefits and l~lessingswhich our country,
under His kind providence, has enjoyed during the past year. Notwithstanding the exciting scenes through which we have passed, nothing

John TyZer

.

-

-
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has occurred to disturb the general peace or to derange the harmony of
our political system. The great moral spectacle has been exhibited
of a nation approximating in number to 20,000,000 people having perforrned the high and important function of electing their Chief Magistrate for the term of four years without the comniission of any acts of
violente or the inanifestation of a spint of insubordination to the.laws.
T h e great ancl inestimable right of suffrage has been exercised by al1
wlio were itiv<-.steclwith it urider the iáws of the different States in a
cpirit dictated aloile by a desire, in tlie selection of tlie agent, to advance
tlie interests of tlie country and t o place beyond jeopardy the institutions
under whicli it is our happiness t o live. That the deepest interest lias
been manifested by al1 our countrymen in the result of tlie election is riot
less triie than liiglily creditable to thern. Vast niiiltitudes llave assembled from time to time at various places for the piirpose of canvassing the
mcrits and pretensiotis of those who were presetited for their siiffrages,
but iio armed soldiery has been necessary to restrain within proper limits
the popular zeal or to prevent violeilt outbreaks. A principie much
:=ore controlling was found in the love of order alid obedience to the laws,
wliicli, with mere itidividual e x s i o n s , everywhere possesses the American mind, and controls with an-influence far more powerful than hosts
of ariiled men. W e caii not dwell upon this picture without recognizing
in it that deep and devoted attachment on the part of tlie people to the
institutions under wliich we live which proclainis their perpetiiity. The
great objection wllich has always prevailed against the election by the
people of their chief executive officer has beeri the apprehension of
tumults and disorders which niight involve in ruin tlie entire Government. A security against this is found not only in tlie fact before alluded
to, but in the adclitional fact that we live under a Confederacy embracing
already twenty-six States, no one of which has power to control the electior~. The popular vote in each State is taken at tlie time appointed by
tlie lnws, and sucli vote is announced by the electoral college without
referente to tlie decision of other States. The riglit of suffrage and the
mode of conducting tlie election are regulated by the laws of each State,
and tlie election is distinctly federative in al1 its promineiit features.
T h u s it is tliat, unlike what might be the resitlts under a consolidated
systciii, riotous proceedings, should they prevail, could only affect tlie
elections in single States without disturbing to any dangerous extent
tlie tranquillity of others. The great experiment of a political confederation each member of which is supreine as to al1 matters appertaining
to its local interests and its intertial peace and happirless, wliile by a
voluntar- coml~actwith others it confides to the united power of al1 the
protection of its citizens in matters not domestic has been so far crowned
with complete success. The world has witnessed its rapid growth in
wealtli and population, and under the guide and direction of a superintending Providence the developments of the past may be regarded but

John TyZm
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which they may prevail and in no degree affecting their domestic institutioiis inay be artfully but secretly encouraged with a view to undermine
the Union. Such opinions may become the foundation of political parties, until at last the conflict of opiuion, producing an alienation of
frieridly feeling among the people of the differeiit States, may involve
i u general destruction the happy institutions under which we live. It
should ever be borne in mind t h a t what is true i n regard to individuals
is equally so in regard to states. A n interference of oue in the affairs o£
anotlier is the fruitful cause of fariiily dissensions and neighborhood disputes, and tlie same cause affects t h e peace, happiiiess, and prosperity
of states. I t niay be most devoutly lioped that t h e good sense of the
American people will ever be ready t o repel al1 such attempts should they
ever be made.
There has been n o material chaiige iit our foreign relations since my
last annual message to Congress. Witli al1 tlie powers of Europe we contiriue o11the most friendly terms. Indeed, it affords tile mucli satisfaction
to state that a t n o former period has the peace of that enlightened aíid
iiiiportant quarter of the globe ever been, apparetitly, more firmly established. T h e conviction that peace is the t r w s p d i c y of nations would
seeni to be growing a ~ i d
becomi~igdeeper amongst t h e eiilightened everywhere, and there is no people who have a stronger interest in cherishing
tlie ~ e n t i m e n t sa n d a d ~ p t i n gthe means of preservitig and giving it perniaiienc~thzn-those of the United States. Atnongst these, t h e first
atid inost effective are, no doubt, t h e strict observance of justice a n d t h e
Iionest arid punctual fulfillment of al1 engagemerits. But it is not to be
forgotten that i n t h e present state of the world it is no less necessary
to be ready to enforce their observance and fulfillment in reference to
otirselves than t o observe and fulfill them on our part iti regard t o others.
Siiice the close of your last session a negotiation has been formally
enterecl iipon betweeri the Secretary of State and H e r Rritannic Majesty's
riiiiiister plenipotentiary and erivoy extraordinary residing at Wasliiiigton rclntive to tlie riglits of their respective natioris ir1 arid over tlie
Oregori Territory. Tliat negotiation is still penclirig. Shoulcl i t duririg yoiir session be hrought t o a definitive concliision, the result will
be promptly comniiiiiicated to Congress. 1 would, however, a g a i ~cal1
your attention t o t h e recommeiidatioils contained iii previous messages
clesigned to protcct and facilitate etnigration t o that Territory.
The
establishment of niilitary posts a t suit-ible points upon tlie extended line
of lancl travel xvc)uld enable our citizens to emigrate iii cornparative safety
to tlie fertile regioiis l~elowtlie Fnlls of the Colunibia, and make the
provisiori of tlie existiiig conventioii for the joint occupiitioii of t h e territory by subjects of Great Britain a n d the citizens of the United States
riiore arailable t l i ~ i ~
lirretofore
i
to tlle latter. Tliese posts woulcl constit u t e places of rest for tlie weary emigrant, where h e xvould be slieltered
securely against t h e danger of attack from tlie Iudians and be enabled
M P-VOL 1v-2
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to recover from the exhaustion of a long line of travel. Legislative enactments Ghould also be made which should spread over hirn the =gis of
our laws, so as to afford protection to his person and property when h e
shaii have reached his distant home. I n this latter respect the British
Government has been much more careful of the interests of such of her
people as are to be found in that country than the United States. She
has made necessas. provision for their security and protection against the
acts of the viciously disposed and lawless, and her emigrant reposes in
safety under the panoply of her laws. Whatever may be the result of the
peuding negotiation, such measures are necessary. It will afford me
the greatest pleasure t o witnecc a happy and favorable termination to the
existing negotiation upon terms compatible with the public honor, and
the best efforts of the Government will continue to be directed te this end.
It would have given me the highest gratification in this my last annual
communicatiou to Congress to have been able to announce to you the
complete and entire settlement and adjustment of other matters in difference between the United States and t h e Government of Her Britannic
Majesty, which were adverted to in a previous message. I t 1s so obviously the interest of both countries, in respect to the large and valuable
commerce which exists between them, that al1 causes of complaint, however inconsiderable, should be with the greatest promptitude removed
that it must be regarded as cause of regret t h a r a r- -i y ~ c e s ~ ~ s
should be permitted t o intervene. It is true that in a pecunias. point
of view the matters alluded to are altogether insignificant
amount
when compared with the ample resources of that great nation, but they
nevertheless, more particularly that limited class which arise under seizures and detentions of American ships on the coast of Africa upon the
mistaken supposition in6-zlged in a t the time the wrong was committed
of their being engaged i n the slave trade, deeply affect the sensibilities of
this Government aud people. Great Britain, having recognized her
responsibility to repair al1 such wrongs by her action in other cases,
leaves nothing to be regretted upon the subject as to al1 cases arising
prior to the treaty of Washington than the delay in making suitable
reparation in such of them as fa11 plainly within the principie of others
which she has long since adjusted. T h e injuqr inflicted by delays in t h e
settlement of these claims falls with severity upon the individual claimants and makes a strong appeal to her magnanimity and sense of justice
for a speedy settlement. Other matters arising out of the constructiou
of existing treaties also remain unadjusted, and will continue to be urged
upon her attention.
T h e labors o£ the joiilt commission appointed by the two Governments .
to run the dividing line established by the treaty of Washington were,
unfortunately, much delayed ir1 the commencemeht of the season by the
failure of Congress at its last session to make a timely appropriation of
funds to meet the expenses of the American party, and by other causes.

T h e United States commissioner, however, e x p r e s e s his expectation
tliat by increased diligence and energy the party will be able to make
u p for lost time.
W e continue to receive acciirances of tlie most friendly feelings 0x1 the
part of al1 the other European powers, with each aild al1 of whom it is so
obviously our interest to cultivate t h e most amicable relations; rior can
1 anticipate the occurrence of any event which would be likely i n any degree to disturb those relations.
Russia, the great northeru power,
under the jiidicious sway of her Ernperor, is coristantly advancing i n t h e
road of science and iinprovemerlt, while France, guidecl by the coiinsels
of her wise Sovereign, pursues a coiirse calculatcd to consolidate t h e
general peace.
Spain has obtainecl a breathing spell of some duratioil
from the interrial conviilsions wliich have througli so inariy years marrecl
h c r prosperity, ~ v h i l eAustria, t h e Netherlands, Prussia, Belgium, and
t h e otller powers of Zurope reap a 1-icli harvest of blessings from t h e
prevailing peace.
1 iriformed t h e two Houses of Cohgress in my riiessage of December
last that instriict.ions had been giveii t o M; Wheatori, oiir miiiister a t
Berliii, to negotiate a treaty witli tlie Gennanic States conip-the
Zollverein iE it could be done, stipiilating, as far as it was practicable t o
accorriplish it, for a rediiction of t h e heavy and oiieroiis duties levied'on
our tobacco and othcx&adiug articles o£ agricultiiral production, arid
yieldiiig iri retilrii 0x1 o u r g n t a-rediictioii of duties ori such articles tlie
prodiict of their indiistry as should riot come into corlipetition, or but a
liniited one, witli articles the procluct of our maniifacturing industry.
T h e nxecutive iil giving siich instriictions considered itself as acting i n
strict conformity with tlie wishes of Congress as niade known throiigli
several nieasnres ~vliichit had adopted, al1 directed to tlie accomplislimerit of this iinportarit result. Tlie treaty was tlierefore negotiated,
11y ~vliichesseviial reductioiis xvere secured itl the duties levied by t h e
Zollverein oti tol-~ncco,rice, aiid larcl, accompanied by a stipulation for
tlie adniission of raw cotton free of cliity; iii excliange for which highly
irnportarit concessioris a reductioii of duties iiiiposerl by tlie laws o£ tlie
Uiiitecl States o11 a variety of articles, niostof which xvere admitted free
of al1 duty uiicler t h e act of Congresc coniinonly kriown as the coniprornise law, and biit few of which were procliiced iil tlie Uriited States, was
sti~mlatedfor oii oiir part. Tliis treaty \vas comrnuriicated to the Seiiate
a t aii early day of its last sessioil, biit riot acted iipori uiitil near its close,
wlien, for the waiit (as 1 arii boui~clt o presuine) of fiill time to consider
it, it was laid iipnii tlie table. This procedure hacl tlie effect of virtiially
rejecting it, iii coriseqiience of a stipulatiori coritairied iii tlie treaty tliat
its ratifications slioulcl be exchauged on or before a clay which has already
passecl. Tlie I i s c c u t i ~ ~actitlg
e,
iipoii tlie fair itiferericc that the Senate
did not irrtend i t i absolute rejection, gnve instructions to oiir niinister
a t Berlin to reopcu the negotiation so far as to obtain an eztension of
'
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time for the exchange of ratifications. 1 regret, however, to say that
his efforts in this respect have been unsuccessful. 1 am nevertheless
not without hope that the great advantages which were intended to be
secured by the treaty may yet be realized.
1 am happy to inform you that Belgium has, by an "aryi?té royale"
issued in July last, assimilated the flag of the United States to her own,
so far as the direct trade between the two countries is concerned. This
measure will prove of great service to our shipping interest, the trade
having heretofore been canied on chiefly in foreign bottoms. 1 flatter
myself that she will speedily resort to a modification of her system relating to the tobacco trade, which would decidedly benefit the agriculture of
the United States and operate to the mutual advantage of both countries.
No definitive intelligence has yet been received from our minister
of the conclusion of a treaty with the Chinese Empire, but enough is
known to induce the strongest hopes that the mission will be crowned
with success.
With Brazil our relations continue on the most friendly footing. The
commercial intercourse between that growing Empire and the United
States is becoming daily of greater im~ortanceto both, and it is to the
interest of both that the firmest relations of amity and good will should
continue to be cultivated between them.
T h e Republic of New Granada still withholds, notwithst-*he
most persevering efforts have been employed by our chargé d'aZEir~Z
Mr. Blackford, to produce a different result, indemnity in the case of the
brig Mornk; and the Congress of Venezuela, although an arrangement
has been effected between our minister and the minister of foreign affairs
of that Government for the payment of $18,ooo in discharge of its liabilities in the same case, has altogether neglected to make provision for its
payment. It is to be hoped that a sense of justice will soon induce a
settlement of these claims.
Our late minister to Chili, Mr. Pendleton, has returned to the United
States without having effected an adjustment in the second claim of the
Macedonian, which is delayed on grounds altogether frivolous and untenable. Mr. Pendleton's succrssor has been directed to urge the claim in
the strongest terms, and, in the event of a failure to obtaiu a prompt
adjustment, to report the fact to the Executive at as early a day as possible, so that the whole matter may be communicated to Congress.
At your last session 1 submitted to the attention of Congress the convention with the Republic of Peru of the 17th March, 1841, providing
for the adjustment of the claims of citizens of the United States against
tliat Republic, but no definitive action was taken upon the subject. 1
ngain invite to it your attention and prompt action.
In my last annual message 1 felt it to be my duty to make known to
Congress, in terms both plain and emphatic, my opinion in regard to the
war which has so longeisted between Mexico and Texas, which since
-
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the battle of San Jacinto has consisted altogether of predatory incursions,
attended by circumstances revolting to humanity. 1 repeat now what 1
then said, that after eight years of feeble and ineffectual efforts to reconquer Texas it was time that the war should have ceased. The United
States have a direct interest in the question. The contiguity of the two
nations to our territory was but too well calculated to involve our peace.
Unjust suspicions were engendered in the mind of one or the other of the
belligerents against us, and as a necessary consequence American interests were made to suffer and our peace became daily endangered; in
addition to which it must have been obvious to al1 that the exhaustion
produced by the war subjected both Mexico and Texas to the interference of other powers, wliicli, without the interposition of this Governnient, might eventuate in the most serious injury t o the United States.
This Government from time to time exerted its friendly offices to bring
about a termination of hostilities upon terms honorable alike to both
the belligerents. Its efforts in this behalf proved unavailing. Mexico
seerned almost without an object t o persevere in the war, and no other
alternative was left t h e Executive but to take advailtage of the wellknown dispositions of Texas and to invite her to enter into a treaty for
arinexiilg her territory to that of the United States.
Sirice your last session Mexico has threatened to renew the war, and
lias either made or proposes to make formidable preparations for invadiiig Texas. She has issued decrees and-procfamations, preparatory t o
tlie coirimencement of hostilities, full of threats revolting to humanity,
and which if carried into effect would arouse the attentiun of al1 Christendoni. This new demonstration of feeling, there is too much reason t o
believe, has been produced in consequence of the negotiation of the late
treaty of annexation with Texas. T h e Executive, therefore, could riot
be indifferent to sucli proceedings, and it felt it to be due as well t o
itself as to the honor of the country that a strong represeritation should
be niade to the Mexican Governrrient upon tbe subject. This was
accordiiigly done, as will be seen by the co.py of tlie accompanying dispatch froni the Secretary of State to tlze United States envoy at Mexico.
Mexico has tio riglit to jeopard the peace of the world by urging ariy
loriger a useless arid fruitless contest. Such a condition of things woilld
iiot be tderated oii the European continent. Why should it be on this?
A war of desdatiori, such as is now threatened by Mexico, can not be
waged without involving our peace and tranquillity. It is idle to believe
that such a war coiild be looked upon with indifference by our own citizeris inhabiting acljoining States; and our neutrality would be violated
iri clespite of al1 effortson the part of the Government to prevent it. T h e
couiltry is settled by emigrants froin the United States under invitations
licld out to theni by Spain arid hlexico. Those eniigrants llave left
behind them friends and relatives, who would not fail to sympathize with
them
- in their difficulties, and who would be led by those sympathies to

pride of Mexico and Texas and subjecting us t o t h e charge of arrogance,
while to have proposed in advance of annexation to satisfy Mexico for
any contingent. interest she might have in T e x a s would have been to
llave treated T e x a s not as an independent power, but as a mere dependency of Mexico. This assumption could not have been acted on by the
Executive without setting a t defiance your own solemn declaration that
that Republic was an independeut State. Mexico had, it is true, threatened war against t h e United States iri tlie event t h e treaty of annexation
was ratified. 'I'hé Executive could ilot permit itself to be influenced by
this tlireat.
I t represented iii this the spirit of our people, who are
rcady to sacrifice mucli for peace, but iiothing t o intimidation. A war
under any circiinistances is greatly to be deplored, and the United States
is tlie last nation to desire i t ; but if, as the condition of peace, it be
required of us t o forego the unquestionable right of treating with an
independent power of our own continerlt upon matters highly interesti r i g to both, and t h a t upon a naked and unsustained pretension of claim
by a third power to control tlie free will of t h e power with whom we
treat, devoted a s we may be to peace and anxious to cultivate frieridly
relations witli tlle whole world, t h e Executive does not hesitate t o say
that the peoplo of tlie United States would be ready to brave a11 consequerices soorier thari submit t o sucli conditiorl. But no apprehension
of war was ei~tertaiiledby the Executive, and 1 niust express frankly
tlle opinion that hacl the treaty beeti ratified by t h e m a e itwould have
been followed by a prompt settlemerit, to the eutire satisfaction of Mexico,
of every matter ir1 differeuce between the two couxitries. Seeing, tlien,
that new preparations for hostile invasion of T e x a s were abovt t o be
adopted by Ivfexico, and tliat these were brought about because Texas
liad adopted the suggestions of t h e Executive upon the siibject of arinexation, it coulcl uot passively have folded its arms and permitted a war,
tlireatened to be accoinpanied by every act that could mark a barbarous
age, to be waged ngainst her because she had done so.
Otlier consiclcratioi~sof a controlling cliaracter influenced the coiirse of
tlie Executive. Tlie treaty which had thus been negotiated had failed to
receive the ratification of the Senate. One of the chief objections which
was urged against it was fourid to cotlsist in tlie fact that the qiiestion
of nntiexation liad not been siibtuittecl to tlie orcleal of public opiniori in
the United States. However untenable such an objection was esteemed
t o be, in view of tlie unquestionable power of the Executive to negotiate
tlie treaty arid tlie great and lastiug interests involved in the questioil, 1
felt it to be rny cliity to submit t h e whole subject t o Coiigress a s t h e best
expounders of popular sentimeilt.
No defiiiitive action haviug been
taken on tlie siibject by Congress, the questiori referred itself directly
to the decision of the States and people. T h c great popular election
which has just terinitlated afforcled tlie best opportui~ityof ascertaining
.&hewill of the States and the people upon it. Pending that í s u e it
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became the imperative duty of the Executive to inform Mexico that the
question of annexation was still before the American people, and that
until their decision was pronounced any serions invasion of Texas would
be regarded as an attempt to forestal1 their judgment and could not be
looked upon with indifference. 1 am most happy to inform you that no
such invasion has taken place; and 1trust that whatever your action may
be upon it Mexico will see the importance of deciding the matter by a
resort to peaceful expedients in preference to those of arms. The decision of the people and the States on this great and interesting subject
has been decisively manifested. T h e question of annexation has been
presented nakedly to their consideration. By the treaty itself al1 collateral and incidental issues which were calculated to divide and distract
the public councils were carefully avoided. These were left to the wisdom of the future t o determine It presented, 1 repeat, the isolated
question of annexation, and in that form it has been submitted to the
ordeal of public sentiment. A controlling majority of the people and a
large majority of the States have declared in favor of immediate annexation.
Instructions have thus come u p to both branches of Congress
from their respective constituents in terms the most emphatic. I t is the
will of both the people and the States that Texas shall be annexed to
the Union promptly alid immediately. I t niay be hoped that in carrying
into execution the public will thus declared al1 collateral issues may be
avoided. Future Legislatures c a n i f d e c i d e as +o the riumber of States
whicli should be formed out of thc. i~ 'tory when the time has arrived
for deciding that question. So with al1 ctthers. By the treaty the United
States assumed the payment of the debts of Texas t o an amount not
txceeding $ r o , m , o o o , to be paid, with the exception of a sum falling
short of $400,000, exclusively out of the proceeds of the sales of her
public lands. We could not with honor take the lands without assuming the full payment of al1 incumbrances iipon them.
Nothing has occurred since your last session to induce a doubt that
the dispositions of Texas remain unaltered. No intiination of an altered
determination on the part of her Government and peoplc has been furnished to the Executive. She still desires to throw herself under the
protection of our laws and to partake of the blessings of our federative system, while every American interest would seem to require it.
T h e extension of our coastwise and foreign trade to an amount almost
incalculable, the enlargement of the market for our manufactures, a
constantly growing market for our agricultura1 productions, safety to our
frontiers, and additional streiigth and stability to the Union-these are
the results which would rapidly develop tliemselves upon the consummation of the measure of annexation. I n such event 1 will not doubt
but that Mexico would find her true interest to consist in meeting the
advances of this Government in a spirit of amity. Nor do 1 apprehend
-ground exists
any serious complaint from any other quarter; no sufficient

for such compiaint. W e should interfere in no respect with the rights of
anv otlier nation. There can not.be gathered from the act any design
on our part to do so with their possessions on this continent. W e have
interposed no impediments in the way of such acquisitions of territory,
large and extensive as many of thein are, as the leading powers of
Europe have made from time to time in every part of tlie world. W e
.;eek no conquest made by war. No intrigue will have been resorted
to or acts of diplomacy essayed to accomplish the arinexation of Texas.
Eree and indeperident herself, she asks to be received into ourunion. It
is a question for our own decision whetlier she shall be received or not.
Tlie two Governments haviug already agreed through their respective
organs on the ternis of annexation, 1 would recominend their adoptiori by
Congress in tlie form of a joint resolution or act to be perfected and iiiade
bindixig on the two countries when adopted in like niaiiner by the Governme~itof Texas.
1x1 order that tlie subject may be fully presented in al1 its bearings, the
correspondence which has taken place in reference to it since the adjouriinient of Congress between the United States, Texas, and Mexico is lierewitli transmitted.
The amendments proposed by the Senate to the convention conclucled
betweeii the United States and Mexico o11 the 20th of November, 1843,
liave been transrnitted through our minister for the concurrente of tlie
Mexican Gavernment, but, althougli urged tliereto, no action Iias -yet
beeii had on the subject, nor has any answer been given whicli w o u l r
authorize a favorable conclusion in the future.
The decree of September, 1843, in relation to the retail trade, the order
for tlie expulsion of foreigners, and that of a more recent date in regard
to passports-al1 which are considered as in violatiori of the treaty of
aniity and commerce between the two couutries-llave
led to a correspotldence of considerable length between the miriister for foreign relations and our representatives at Mexico, but without any satisfactory
result. They remain still unadjustecl, arict niany ancl serious irlco~ivenietices liave already resulted to our citizeiis ir1 consequence of tliem.
Questions growing out of the act of disarniing a body of Texaii troops
iirider the comm:incl of Major Snively by an officer iri the service of tlie
United States, acting under the orders of our ~ o v e r n m e n tarid
,
the forcible entry into the custom-house a t Bryarlys Laiiding, on Red River, l ~ y
certairi citizens of the United States, and taking away therefrom tlie
goods seized by the collector of the customs as forfeited uiicler the laws of
Texas, have been adjusted so far as the powers of the Executive extend.
Tbe correspondence between the two Governments iri reference to both
subjects will be fourid amongst the accompanying documents. I t coritains a full staterrient of al1 the facts and circumstances, ~vitlitlie views
taken on both sides and the principies on which tlie questions have been
adjusted. It reniains for Congress to make tlie necessary appropriation
to rq.rry the a r r a r ~ - e ~ c -intt
effect. which 1 respectfully recommend.
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The greatly improved condition of the Treasury affords a subject for
general congratulation. T h e paralysis which had fallen on trade and
commerce, and which subjected the Government to the necessity of
resorting to loans and the issue of Treasury notes to a large amount, has
passed away, and after the payment of upward of $7,000,000 on account
of the interest, and in redemption of more than $5,ocm,ooo of the public debt which falls due on the 1st of January next, aud setting apart
upward of $2,660,000 for the payment of outstanding Treasury notes and
meeting an installment of the debts of the corporate cities of the Distnct
of Columbia, an estimated surplus of upward of $7,ooo,ooo over and
above the existing appropriations will remain in the Treasury at the
close of the fiscal year. Should the Treasury notes continue outstanding
as heretofore, that surplus will be considerably augmented. Although al1
interest has ceased upon them and the Government has invited their
return to the Treasury, yet they remain outstanding, affording great facilities to commerce, and establishing the fact that under a well-regulated
system of finance the Government has resources within itself which
render it independent in time of need, not only of private loans, but also
of baqkcilities.
The only remaining subject of regret is that the remaining stocks of
the Government do not fa11 due a t an earlier day, since their ~edemption
would be entirely within its control. As it is, it may be well worthy
the consideration of Congress whether the law establishiñg the sinking
fund (under the operation of which the debts of the R e v o l u i a n d last
war with Great Britain were to a gredt extent extinguished) should not,
with proper modifications, so as to prevent an accumulation of surpluses,
and limited i r 1 amount to a specific sum, be reenacted. Such provision,
which would authorize the Government to go into the market for a purchase of its owu stock on fair terms, would serve to maintain its credit
a t the higliest point and prevent to a great extent those fluctuations iu
the price of its securities which might under other circumstances affect
its credit. No apprehension of tliis sort is a t this moment entertained,
since the stocks of the Government, which but two years ago were offered
for sale to capitalists at home and abroad at a depreciation, and could
find no purchasers, are now greatly above par in the hands of the holders; but a wise and prudent forecast admonishes us to place beyond the
reach of contingency the public credit.
I t must also be a matter of unmingled gratification that under the
existing financia1 system (resting upon the act of 1789 and the resolution
of 1816) the currency of the country has attained a state of perfect soundness; and the rates of exchange between different parts of the Union,
which in 1841 denoted by their enormous amount the great depreciation and, in fact, worthlessness of the currency in most of the States, are
now reduced to little more than the mere expense oE transporting specie
from place to place and the risk inoident to the opration. In a new
-

country like that of the United States, where so many inducemeiits are
held out for speculation, thc depositories of the surplus revenue, consisting of banks of any description, when it reaches ariy considerable amount,
require the closest vigilance on t h e part of the Government. Al1 banking institutioiis, under whatever detiomination they may p a s , are governed by an almost exclusive regard to the interest of the stockholders.
That interest consists in the augmentation of profits in the form of dividends, and a large surplus reveiiuc iiitrusted to tlieir custody is but too
apt to lead to excessive loans aiid to extravaga~itlylarge issues of paper.
As a necessary corisequence prices are nominally increased and the speculative m n i a very soon seizes upori the public rnirid. A fictitious state
of prosperity for a season exists, and, iii the laiiguage of the day, nioney
becomes plenty.
Contracts are entered into by inclividuals resting on
this unsubstantial state of things, but the delusion speedily passes away
aiid the country i s overrun witli a u indebtedness so weighty as to overwhelm many aiid to oisit every department of industry with great and
ruiiious embarrassment. The greatest vigilance becomes riecessary on
the part of Government to guard agaiust this state of things. T h e depositones must be given distinctly to understand that the favors of the
Government will be altogether witlidrawn, or stibstantially diininisl-ied,
if its reveriiies shall be regarded as additions t o tlieir banking capital or
as the foundatiori of ati enlarged circulation.
The Governmeu~tliroughits reveniie, has at al1 times a11 important
part to perforin in cwme&ion
witli the currency, and it greatly ciepends
upon its vigilance and care whether t l ~ ecountry be involved iii enibarrassments siniilar to those wliich it has had recently to encouriter, or,
aided by the action of the Treasury, sliall be preserved iti a sound and
healthy condition.
The darigers to be guarded against are greatly aiigniented by too large
a surplus of reveniie. When that surplus greatly exceeds in aniount
wliat sliall be required by a wise and prudent forecast to meet uiiforeseen
coiitingeiicies, tlie Legislature itself may come to be seizecl witli a disposition to iricliilge ir1 extravagarit appropriations to objccts Iiiariy of which
may, and inost probably woulcl, be foiind to conflict witli the Constitutioii. A faricied expediency is elevated above coiistitutional authonty,
aiid a reckless and wasteful extravagance but too certairily follows.
The importa~itpower of taxation, wliich wheri exercised in its most
restricted form is a burthen o11 labor arid production, is resorted to x~iider
various pretexts for purposes lia$irig 110 affinity to the motives which
dictated its graiit, and the extravagatice of Goverri~neritstiinulates iiidividual extravz~gaiiceuntil the spirit of a wild and ill-regulated speculation
involves one and al1 in its unfortunate results. I n view of such fatal '
cousequences, it niay be laid clown as an axioin foiirided in moral and
political truth tliat no greater taxes should be imposed tlian are necessary for an econoMca1 administration of the Government, and that
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whatever exists beyond should be reduced or modified. This doctrine
does in no way conflict with the exercise of a sound discrimination in
the selection of the articles to be taxed, which a due regard to the public
weal would at al1 times suggest to the legislative mind. It leaves the
range of selection undefined; and such selection should always be made
with a n eye to the great interests of the country. Composed as is t h e
Union of separate and independent States, a patriotic Legislature will
not fail in consulting the interests of the parts to adopt such course as
will be best calculated t o advance the hannoay of the whole, and thus
insure that permanency in the policy of the Government without whi&
al1 efforts to advance the public prosperity are vain and fruitless.
This great and vitally important task rests with Congress, and the
Executive can do no more than recommend tlie general principles which
siiould govern in its execution.
1 refer you to .the report of the Secretary of War for an exhibition of
the condition of the Army, and recommend to you as well worthy your
best consideration many of the suggestions it contains. T h e Secretary in
no degree exaggerates the great importance of pressing forward without
delay in the work of erecting-ashfinishing
the fortifications to which h e
particularly alludes. Much has been done toward placing our cities and
roadsteads in a state of security against the hazards of hostile attack
within the last four years; but considering the new elements which have
been of late years employed in the propelling of ships and the formidable
implements of destruction which have been brought into service, we can
not be too active or vigilant in preparing and perfecting the means of
defense. I refer you also to his report for a full statement of the condition of the Indian tribes within our jurisdiction. T h e Executive has
abated no effort iu carrying into effect the well-established policy of the
Government which contemplates a removal of al1 the tribes residing
within the limits of the severa1 States beyond those limits, and it is now
enabled to congratulate the country a t the prospect of an early consummation of this object. Many of the tribes have already made great
progress in the arts of civilized life, and through the operation of the
schools established among them, aided by the efforts of the pious men
of various religious denomiuations who devote themselves to the task
of their improvement, we may fondly hope that the remains of the formidable tribes which were once masters of this country will in their
transition from the savage state to a condition of refinement and cultivation add another bright trophy to adorn the labors of a well-directed
philanthropy.
The accompanying report of the Secretary of the Navy will explain t o
you the situation of that branch of the service. The present organization of tlie Department iniparts to its operations great efficiency, but 1
concur fully in the propriety of a division of the Bureau of Construction,
Equipment, Increase, and Repairs into two bureaus. The subjects as now
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an'anged are incongruous, and require to a certain extent information
and qualifications altogether dissimilar.
The operations of the squadron on the coast of Afnca have been conducted with al1 due attention to the object which led to its origination,
and 1 am happy to say that the officers and crews have enjoyed the best
possible health under the system adopted by the officer in command.
It is believed that the United States is the only nation which has by its
lCws subjected to the punishment of death as pirates those who may be
engaged in the slave trade.
A similar enactment on the part of other
nations would not fail to be attended by beneficia1 results.
In consequence of the difficulties which have existed in the way of
securing titles for the necessary grounds, operations have not yet been
commenced toward the establishment of tlie navy-yard a t Memphis. So
soon as the title is perfected no further delay will be permitted to intervene. It is well worthy of your consideration whether Congres should
not direct the establishment of a ropewalk in connection with the contemplated navy-yard, a s a measure not only of economy, but as highly
useful and necessary. T h e only establishment of the sort now connected
with the service is located at Boston, and the advantages of a similar
establishment convenient to the hemp-growing region must be apparent
to all.
The report of the Secretas. presents other matters to your consideration of an important character in connection with the service.
I n referring you to the accompanying reportorthe Postmaster-General it affords nie continued cause of gratification to be able to advert to
the fact that the affairs of the Department for the last four years have
been so couducted as from its unaided resources to meet its large expenditures. On niy coming into oñice a debt of nearly $500,000 existed
against the Department, which Congress discharged by an appropriation
from the Treasury. T h e Department on the 4th of Marcli next will be
found, under the management of its present efficient head, free of debt or
embarrassment, which could only have been done by tlie o'oservance arid
practice of the greatest vigilance and economy. The laws have contemplated throughout that the Department sliould be self-sustnined, but it
may become necessary, with the wisest regard to the public interests, to
introduce aniendrne~itsand alterations iii tlie system.
There is a strong desire tiianifested itl niany quarters so to alter the
tariff of letter postage as to reduce the ariiount of tax at present imposed.
Shoiild siich a measure be carried into effect to the fiill extent desired,
it can not well be doiibted but that for the first years of its operation a
diminished revenue woiild be collected, the supply of wliich woiild necessarily constitute a charge upon the Treasury. Whether such a result
woulcl be desirable it will be for Cong-ress in its wisdoni to determine.
It may iii general be asserted as true that radical alterations in any system should rather be brought about gradually than by sudden changes,
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and by pursuing this prudent policy in the reduction of letter postage
the Department might still sustain itself through the reverlue which
would accrue by the increase of letters. T h e state and condition of the
public Treasury has heretofore been such as t o have precluded the recommendation of any material change. The difficulties upon this head have,
however, ceased, and a larger discretion is now left to the Government.
1can not too strongly urge the policy of authorízing the establishment
of a line of steamships regularly to ply between this country and foreign
ports and upon our own waters for the transportation of the mail. The
example of t h e British Government is well worthy of imitation in this
respect. T h e belief is strongly entertained that the emoluments arising
from the transportation of mail matter to foreign countries would operate
of itself as an inducement to cause individual enterprise to undertake
that branch of the task, and the remuiieration of the Government would
consist in the addition readily made to our steam navy in case of emergency by the ships so employed. Should this suggestion meet your
approval, the propriety of placing such ships under the command of
experienced officers of the Navy will not escape your observation. The
application of steam to the purposes of naval warfereTogently recommends au extensive steam marine as important in estimating the defenses
of the country. Fortunately this may be obtained by us t o a great
extent w-rringaay_
Iarge amount of expenditure. Steam vessels to be en-gezin
the transportation of the maik on our principal
water courses, lakes, and ports of our coast could also be so constructed
as to be efficient as war vessels when needed, and would of themselves
constitute a formidable force in order to repel attacks from abroad. We
can not be blind to the fact that other nations have already added large
numbers cf steamships to their naval armaments and that this new and
powerful agent is destined t o revolutionize the condition of the world.
It becomes the United States, therefore, looking t o their security, t o adopt
a similar policy, and the plan suggested will enable them to do so at a
small comparative cost.
1take t h e greatest pleasure in bearing testimony to the zeal and untiring industry which has characterized the conduct of the members of the
Executive Cabinet. Each in his appropriate sphere has rendered me
the most efficient aid in carrying on the Government, and it will not, 1
trust, appear out o£ place for me to bear this public testimony. The
cardinal objects which should ever be held in view by those intrusted
with the administration of public affairs are rigidly, and withoilt favor
or affection, so to interpret the national will expressed in the laws as
that injustice should be done to iione, justice to all. This has been the
rule upon which they have acted, and thus i t is believed that few cases,
i f any, exist wherein our fellow-citizens, who from time to time have
been drawn to the seat of Governmetit for the settlement of their transactiotis with the Government, have gone away dissatisfied. Where the
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testimony has been perfected and was esteemed satisfactory their claims
have been promptly audited, and this in the absence of al1 favoritism or
partiality. T h e Government which is not just t o its own people can
rieither claim their affection nor the respect of the world. A t t h e same
tiine, the closest attention has been paid to those matters which relate
more immediately to the great concerns of the country. Order and efficiency in each branch of the public service have prevailed, accompanied
by a system of t h e niost Tigid responsibility on t h e part of the receiving
and disbursing agents. The fact, in illustration of the truth of this
remark, deserves to be noticed that the revenues of the Government,
arnounting in t h e last four years to upward of $I~O,OOO,OOO,have been
collected and disbursed through t h e numerous governmental agents without the loss by default of any amount worthy of serious commeritary.
The appropriations made by Congress for the irnprovement of the rivers
of the West and of the harbors ori the I,akes are in a course of judicious
experiditure urider siiitable agents, and are destiiied, it is to be hoped, to
renlize al1 the beiiefits designed to be accomplished by Congress. 1 can
not, liowever, sufficiently inipress upon Congress the great iinportance
oE withholding appropriations from improvements which are not ascertained by previ%xa~nination
and siirvey to be necessary for the shelter
and protection of trade from the dangers of s t o m s aud tempests. Withoiit this precaution the expeuditures are but too apt to inure to the benefit of individuals, without referetice to the only corisideration wliickcan
render them constitutional-the
public interests and the general g o o L
1 can not too earnestly urge upon you tlie interests of this District,
over which by t h e Constitution Congress has exclusive jurisdiction. It
would be deeply to be regretted shoiild there be a t any time ground to
complain of neglect on the part of a community whicli, cletached as i t is
froin the parental care of the States of Virginia aiid Maryland, can only
expect aid fronl Coilgress as its local legislature. Amongst the subjects
xvliich claim your attention is the prornpt orgariization of an asyliim for
the insane wlio niay be found from time to time sojourriirig witliin tlie
District. S~iclicourse is also deinanded by considerations which apply
to branches of t k public service. For tlie necessities iu this behalf 1
invite your particular attention to tlie report of the Secretas. of tlie Navy.
1 have tlius, geritlenicn of tlie two EIouses of Corigress, presentecl you
& true and faithfiil picture of the cotidition of public affairs, botli foreigri
and dornestic. T h e wants of the public service are inade known to
yoii, atid matters of no ordinary irnportance are urged iipon your consideration. Shall 1 not be perriiitted to congratulate you on the happy
auspices under ~vhichyou llave nssembled and a t tlie importarit cliarige
in tlie condition of things whicli lias occurred in the last three years?
During that prriocl questious witli foreigii powers of vital importance t o
tlie peace of our country llave been settled and adjusted. A desolatirig
aud wasting war with savage tribes has beeu brought to a dose. T h e
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interna1 tranquillity of the country, threatened by agitating questions, has
been preserved. The credit of the Govemment, which had experienced
a temporary embarrassment, has been thoroughly restored. Its coffers,
which for a season were empty, have been replenished. A currency
nearly uniform in its value has taken the place of one depreciated and
almost worthless.
Commerce and manufactures, which had suffered
in common with every other interest, have once more revived, and the
whole country exhibits an aspect of prosperity and happiness. Trade
and barter, no longer governed by a wild and speculative mania, rest
upon a colid and substantial footing, and the rapid growth of our cities
in every direction bespeaks most strongly the favorable circumstances
by which we are surrounded. My happiness in the retirement which
shortly awaits me is the ardent hope which 1 experience that this state
of prosperity is neither deceptive nor destined to be short lived, and that
measures which have not yet received its sanction, but which 1 can not
but regard as closely connected with the'honor, the glory, and still more
enlarged prosperity of the country, are destined at an early day to receive
the approval of Congress. Under these circumstances and with these
anticipations 1 shall most gladly leave to others more able than m y s e l L
the noble and pleasing task of sustaining the public prosperity. 1 shall
carry with me into retirement the gratifying reflection that as my sole
object throughout has been to a r l v n n c P e publicgood 1 may not entirely
have failed in accomplishing it; Sgratification is heightened in
no small degree by the fact that when under a deep and abiding sense
of duty 1 have found myself constrained to resort to the qualified veto it
has neither been followed by disapproval on the part of the people nor
weakened in any degree their attachment to that great conservative
feature of our Government.
JOHN TYLER.

SPECIAL MESSAGES.
WASHINGT
Decemóer
ON,
ro, 1844.
T o fhe Senafe of fhe Unifea' Siates:
1 have great pleasure in submitting to the Senate, for its ratification
n i l d approval, a treaty which has been concluded between M,r. Cushing,
tlie United States commissioner, and the Chinese Empire.
f

-

JOHN TYLER.

WASHINGTON,
Decem6er r o , 1844.
T o fhe Senafe of fhe Unifea' Sfafes:
1 submit copies of two private and confidential letters addressed by
Mr. Fay, acting in his place during the absence of Mr. Wheaton from

Berliu, from which it appears that should the Senate see cause to ratify
the treaty with the States composing the Zollverein without reference
t o tlie fact that the time limited for tlie exchange of its ratification
had expired the Germanic States would regard the time fixed for the
exchange of ratifications a s immaterial and would give by their action
upon i t vitality and force to the treaty. 1 submit it to your niature
consideration whether, in view of t h e iniportaiit benefits arising from
thc treaty to the tracle and commerce of tlie United States and to tlieir
agriculture, it would not comport with souxid policy to adopt that course.
T h e Executive, not regarcling the actioti of tlie Senate iipoil tlie treaty
as expressive of its decisive opinion, cleemed it proper t o reopen the negotiations so far as to obtain an extension of tiine for t h e interchange of
ratifications. The negotiation failed, however, iu this particular, out
of no disinclination t o abide by the ternis of the treaty on the part of
tlie Zollverein, biit froni a belief that it would not fully comport with
its dignity to do so.
JOHN TYLEIC.

WASI~TNGTON,
Decernber 10,1864.
T o the S m a t e and House of Represent~EGK;
1 cor~iniiinicateto you a n extract of a dispatch from Mr. Hall to tlie
Secretary of State, which has been received by me since my message of

-fhe

iristant, containing the pleasirig intelligence that the indemriity
assumed to be paid by tlie Republic of Venezuela in t h e case o£ the brig
Morris has been satisfactorily arranged.
JOHN TYLER.

7

T o fhe S e n a f e and House of Re$reseizfatives:
1 transinit lierewith copies of dispatches received from our minister a t
hlekico since the comrnencement of yoiir present session, which claim
froni their irnportance, ancl 1 doubt riot will receive, your calin ancl deliberate cotisideratiou. T h e extraorciiilary and highly offensive language
whicli tlie Mexican 5overument has thought proper to einploy in reply
to the remonstránce of t h e Execiitive, througli Mr. Shannon, against tlie
renewal of tlie war witli Texas wliile tlie cliiestion of annexation was
pendiiig before Congress and the people, arid also tlie proposed inanner
of conductitig tliat war, will not fail t o arrest your attention. Sucl
reinonstrance, urged ir1 no utifrieudly spirit to Mexico, was called for
by coiisiderations of aii irliperative character, having relatioti as weli
to tlie peace of tliis country aiid honor o£ this Goveriirilent as to the
cause of liuiiianity and civilizatiou. T e x a s had entered into tlie treaty
of annexatiori iipou the iiivitntiori of t h e Executive, alid .\vheii for tliat
act slie was tlireatened with a renewal of the war ou t h e part of Mexico
she naturally looked to this Goverumeiit to iuterpose its efforts to ward
M P-VOL IV-a3
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off the threatened blow. But one course was left the Executive, acting
within t h e limits of its constitutional competency, and that was to protest in respectful, but a t the same time strong and decided, terms against
it. The war thus ,threatened to be renewed was promulgated by edicts
and decrees, which ordered on the part of the Mexican inilitary the desolation of whole tracts of country and the destruction without discrimiuation
of al1 ages, sexes, and conditions of existence. Over the manner of conducting war Mexico possesses no exclusive control. S h e has no right
to violate a t ple&ure t h e principies which an enlightened civilization
has laid down for the conduct of nations a t war, and thereby retrograde
to a period of barbarism, which happily for the world has long since
passed away. Al1 nations are interested in enforcing an observante
of those principles, and the United States, the oldest of the American
Republics and the nearest of the civilized Gwers to the theater on
which these enormities were proposed t o be enacted, could not quietly
content themselves to witness such a state of things. They had through
the Executive on another occasion, and, a s was believed, with the approbation of the whole country, remonstrated against outrages similar but
even less inhumau than those which by her new edicts and decrees she
has threatened to perpetrate, and of which the late inhuman massacre
at Tabasco was but the precursor.
T h e bloody and inhuman murder of Fannin a n h h i s c o m p a n i a n s ,
equaled only in savage barbarity by the usages of the dñfufored Indian
tnbes, proved how little confidence could be placed on the most solemn
stipulations of her generals, while the fate of others who became her
captives in war-many of whom, no longer able to sustain the fatigues
and privations of long journeys, were shot down by the wayside, while
their companions who survived were subjected to sufferings even more
painful tlian death-had
left an indelible stain on the page of civilization. T h e Executive, with the evidence of an intention on the part of
Mexico to renew scenes so revolting t o humanity, could do no l e s than
renew remonstrances formerly urged. For fulfilling duties so imperative
Mexico has thought proper, through her accredited organs, because she
has had represented to her the inhumanity of such p;oceedings, to indulge
in language unknown to the courtesy of diplomatic intercourse and offensive in the highest degree to this Government and people. Nor has she
offended in this only. She has not only violated existing conventions
between the two countries by arbitrary and unjust decrees against our
trade and intercourse, but withholds installments of debt due to our citizens whicli she solemnly pledged herself to pay under circumstances
wliich are fully explained by the accompanying letter from Mr. Green,
our secretary of legation. And when our minister has invited the attention of lier Government to wrongs committed by her local authorities, not
only on the property but on the persons of our fellow-citizens engaged
in prosecutingfair and honest pursuits. she has added insult to injury

by not even deigning for months together t o return an answer to his
representations. Still further t o manifest her unfriendly feelings toward
the United States, slie has issued decrees expelling from some of her
Proviuces American citizens engaged in t h e peacefiil pursuits of life,
and now denies t o those of our citizens prosecuting the whale fisliery on
the northwest coast of the Pacific the privilege, which has through al1
time heretofore been accorded t o theni, of exchauging goocls of a small
amount in value at her ports in California for supplies indispensable to
their health and com.fort.
Nor will it escape the observation of Congress that in conducting a correspondence with a minister of t h e United States, who can ilot aud does
~ o kuow
t
any distinction between tlie geographical sections of t h e Union,
charges wholly unfounded are made against particular States, and an
appeal to others for aid and protection against supposed wrongs. I n this
sarne connection, sectional prejudices are attempted to be excited and the
liazardous atid unpardonable effort is n a d e t o foment divisioris ariiongst
tlie States of tlie Union and thereby imbitter their peace. Mexico has
still to learii that however freely we may indulge in discussion among
ourselves, tlie ilmerican people will tolerate n o i n t e r f e r e k n tlieir
doniestic affairs by any foreign government, and in al1 tliat coricerns
the constitiitiorial guaranties a n d the national honor the people of the
United States have but one mincl and one heart.
Slie subject of a n n e x & h addresses itself, most fortunately, to every
portion of tlie Union. T h e Executive would have been unmiridful of its
liighest obligations if it could have adopted a course of polizy dictated by
sectional interests aiid local feelings. On t h e contrary, it was because
tlze questio11 was neitlier local nor sectional, biit made its appeal to the
iriterests of t h e whole Union, and of every State in the Union, tliat
the negotiation, and finally t h e treaty of annexation, was entered into;
arid it lias afforded nie no ordinary pleasure t o perceive that s o far as
denionstrations llave been made upori it by the people they have proceeded from al1 portions of t h e Union. Mexico may seek t o excite
divisious arnongst us by utteririg unj~istdenunciations against particular States, but when she conies to know that t h e ixivitations addressed
t o our fellow-citizeris by Spairl, and afterwards by lierself, t o settle
Texas were accepted by eniigratits from a l t h e States, atid wlien, iii
atlditioti to this, slie refreshes lier recollectio~iwith tlie fact that tlie first
eflort which was made to acquire Texas was during the Administration
o€ a distinyishecl citizen froni ati Easterri State, which was afterwards
renewed iinder tlle auspices of a Presideut from the Southwest, she will
awake to a kiiowledge of t h e filtility of lier preserit purpose of sowiug
dissensions among us or produciug distraction i n our councils by attacks
either ori particular States or on persoiis who are now in the retirement
of private life.
Considering t h e appeal which she now makes to eminent citizens by

-
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name, can she hope to escape censure for having ascribed to them, as well
as to others, a design, as she pretends now for the first time revealed, of
having originated negotiations t o despoil her by duplicity and falsehood
of a portion of her territory? T h e opinion then, a s now, prevailed with
the Executive that the annexation of Texas to theUnion was a matter of
vast importance. I n order to acquire that territory before it had assumed
a position ainong the independent powers of the earth, propositions were
made to Mexico for a cession of it to theUnited States. Mexico saw in
these proceedings at the time no cause of complaint. She is now, when
simply reminded of them, awakened to the knowledge of the fact, which
she, through her secretas. of state, promulgates to the whole world as
true, that those negotiations were founded in deception and falsehood
and superinduced by unjust and iniquitous motives. While Texas was
a dependency of Mexico the United States opened negotiations with the
latter power for the cession of her then acknowledged territory, and now
that Texas is independent of Mexico and has maintained a separate existente for nine years, during which time she has been received into the
family of nations and is represented by accredited ambassadors a t many
of the principal Courts of Europe, and when it has become ob4ious to th'e
whole world that she is forcver lost to Mexico, the United States is charged
with deception and falsehood in al1 relating to the past, and condemnatory
accusations are made against States which have had no special agency in
the matter, because the Executive of the whole Union has negotiatedwith
free and independent Texas upon a matter vitally important to the interests of both countries; and after nine years of unavailing war Mexico
now announces her intention, through her secretary of foreign affairs,
never to consent to the independence of Texas or to abandon t h e effort
to reconquer tliat Republic. S h e thus announces a perpetua1 claim,
which at the end of a century will furnish her as plausible a ground for
discontent against any nation which at the e ~ i dof that timemay enter into
a treaty with Texas as she possesses at this moment against the United
States. The lapse of time can add iiothing to her title to independence.
A course of condiict such as has been described on the part of Mexico,
in violation of al1 friendly feeling and of the courtesy which should characterize the intercourse between the nations of the earth, might well
justify the United States in a resort to any measures to vindicate their
ilational honor; but, actuated by a sincere desire to preserve the general
peace, and in view of the present condition of Mexico, the Executive,
resting upon its integrity, and not fearing but that the judgment of tlie
world will duly appreciate its motives, abstains from recommendiilg to
Congress a resort to irieasures of redress and coutents itself with reurging
upon that body prompt and immediate action on the subject of annexation. By adopting that measure the United States will be iii the exercise
of an undoubted right; and if Mexico, not regarding their forbearance,
sliall aggravate the injustice of her conduct by a declaration of war
agairist theni, upou her head will rest al1 the respoiisibility.
JOHN TYLER.

=

WASHINGTON,
December 23, 1844.

T o the Senafe cif lhe U n i f e d Sfafes:
T h e niessenger who lately bore t o Berlin the ratified copy of t h e convention for the mutual abolition of tlie droit d'au6aine anc1 taxes ori emigration between t h e United States of America ancl t h e Gratid Ducliy of
Hesse, has just retiirned to Washington, bearing witli him the exchange
copy of said conventioti. I t appears that the exchange of ratificatioiis
<lid. not take place unti1 the 16th day of October, tweiity clays after tlie
periocl fixed by the convention itself for tliat purpose. This inforinality,
whicli it woul(l seem Tvas occasionecl by the absence from Berlitl of t h e
plexiipotentiary from Ilesse and by t h e time necessarily reqiiirecl for
t h e preparatioii of t h e document, has been waived by the represeiitative
of tliat Government.
T h i s subject is xlow submitted for the cousideration of the Senate.
J O H N TYLER.
WASHINGTON,
December 23, 1844.
T o the Senate qf tlze U n i f e d Sfafes:
1herewith trarlsniit a letter from the Secretary of State, accompaiiied
by copies of the correspondence:i: askecl for by your resoliition of tlie I 2th
instant.
J O H N TYLEI¿.

W ~ s w r m ; mJazuary
,

2,

1845.

T o the Senafe qf the U7zifed Sfafes:
1 transmit herewith a letter from t h e Secretary of State, accompanied by
a copy of a letterf from Mr. Raymoncl, secretary of legatíori atid chargé
<l'affrxiresad i z t c r i r r ~of the Republic of Texas, iu auswer to the Senate's
resolutioii of the 16th Deceniber last.
J O H N TYLER.
A

WASHINGTON,
j a z u a r y 2, 1845.
To the Senafe of fhe United Stafes:
1x1 aiiswer to yorir resolution of t h c 19th Deceniber last, 1 herewith
transnlit a letterz froni the Secretary of State and the accompa~iying
<locumeiits.
J O H N TYLER.

1 herewith trarisrnit to tlie H«use of Representatives, iii reply to tlieir
r-esoliition of tlic 14th of Jiitle last, a report froiii the Secretary of State,
witll accomyari \ i r i g papers.5
JOI1N TYLI*:II.
*Ertracts fro~rithe ir~structionsofthe Department o f State to the United States miiiisterto Frntice
ii.l;itivr to tlie proposed aritiexntioti of Texas, etc.
1Rcl:~tirigLo tlie piiblic drlrt aiid public laiids of the Kepublic of Texns.
1 Trarisinitting mpies of treatiec hetween tlie Kepublic of Texas and Great RRtain nnd Frnnce.
$ Copy of the iiistructiotis to George W. Erving upon Iiis appointnient 8s rniuister to Syain ir>
18rgand during bis mission to that Cou*

A

Messages and Pajers of the Presidents

358-

WASHINGTON,
January 9, r845.
To the Senafe of fhe United Stafes:
1 transmit herewith additional documents having relation to the treaty
with China, which may enable the Senate more satisfactorily to act
upon it.
JOHN TYLER.
\

WASHINGTON,
January az, 1 8 ~ .
I"o the Senate and House of Re$resenfafives ofthe Unifed States:
1 communicate herewith an abstract of the treaty between the United
States of America and the Chinese Empire concluded a t Wang-Hiya on

\

the 3d of July last, and ratified by the Senate on the 16th instant, and
which, having also been ratified by the Emperor of China, now awaits
only the exchange of the ratifications in China, from which it will be
seen that the special mission authorized .by Congress for this purpose
has fully succeeded in the accomplishment so far of the great objects for
which it was appointed, and in placing our relations with China on a
new footing eminently favorable to the commerce and other interests of
the United States.
I n view of the magnitude and importance of our national concerns,
actual and prospective, in China, 1 submit to the consideration of Congress the expediency of providing40rPthe preservation and cultivation
of the subsisting relations of amity-tsetween the United States and the
Chinese Government, either by means of a permauent minister or commissioner with diplomatic functions, as in the case of certain of the
Mohammedan States. I t appears by one of the extracts annexed that
the establishment of the British Government in China consists both of
a plenipotentiary and also of paid consuls for al1 the five ports, one of
whom has the title and exercises the functions of consul-general; and
France has also a salaried consul-gerieral, and the interests of the United
States seem in like nlanner to cal1 for some representative in Cnina of a
higher class than an ordinary commercial consulate.
1 also submit to the consideration of Congress the expediency of malring come special provision by law for the security of the independent and
honorable position which the treaty of Wang-Hiya confers on citizens of
the United States residing or doing biisiness in China. By the twentyfirst and twenty-fifth articles of the treaty (copies of which are subjoined
i n extenso) citizens of the United States in China are wholly exempted,
as well in criminal as in civil matters, frorn the local jurisdictiori of the
Chinese Government and made amenable to the laws and subject to
the jurisdiction of the appropriate authorities of the United States alone.
Some actiou on the part of Congress seems desirable in order to give full
c$Tect to these important roncessions of the Chinese Government.

J0HKTYl;ER.

WASHINGTON,
J a n u a ~ y29, 1845.
T o the S e n a f e a n d House of R e ~ r e s e n t a f f v eof
. ~ fhe United S f a f e s :
In compliance with the request of the g-overnor of the State of Illinois,
1 transmit lierewith a copy of certain resolutions* adopted by the general
assembly of that State.
J O H N TYLER.
WASHINGTON,
Fe6ruary 3, 1845.
To fhe S e n a f e of fhe Unifeed Sfafes:
In answer to tlie resolutioii of the Senate of tlie 2d ultimo, callirig for
iriformation iri reference t o t h e indeninities stipiilated to be paicl pursuant
to tlle conveiitii,n betweeri tlie Uiiited States atid the Mexican Republic of tlie 3otli of January, 1843, 1 transinit lierexvith reports froni tlie
Secretaries of State and of the Treasury ancl the docuinents which
accompanied them.
J O H N TYLER.
WASHINGTON,
Febrz~ary3, 1845.
To fhe House of Re$resenfafives:
In answer to the resolutioil of the Hoiise of Iiepresentatives of the 23d
ultimo, reqiiesting informatiotl upon the subject of embezzlement of
public money, 1 transmit herewith a report frorn the Secretary of State.
J O H N TXLER.

-

WASHINGTON,
February 3 , r845.
To the House of R@resenfafives:
In answer to the resolutioi~of the Hoiisc of Representatives of the
16th ultimo, calling for information upou t h e siibject of the boundaries
of the Republic of Texas aiid for copies of treaties between tliat Republic arid other powers, 1 trarismit herewith a report from the Secretary of
State and the documents which accompanied it.
J O H N TYLER.
WASHINGTON,
Fe6rz~ary4 , 1845.
To fhe S e n a f e 07' the Unifccd S f a f e s ;
In compliance with the resoliition of the Senate of the 5th December, 1
herewith transniit copies of t h e proceediiigs iii the cace of tlie inquiry into
the official conduct of Silas Reed, priricipnl silrveyor of hIissouri and Illinois, togetlier 1%-ithal1 t h e complaints against liini aiid al1 the eviderice
taken iu relatioii thereto. 1clid not consider t h e irreg-tilarities into which
the surveyor-geiieral hacl fallen as of siifficient rnagnitilde to induce his
clismissal frorn oEce at tlie tinie that the papers reachecl riie, hnving beconie
convinced, upon inquiry of t h e Commissioner of the General Laud Office,
o€ the ability, eff~ciency,aricl fidclity o€ tlie surveyor-general ir1 al1 things
*Askinr: the p u l > l i c ~ t i and
o ~ distnbutioy of the decisions of tlie Siipreye Couri of the United

2tates.
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appertaining to his office; but since the passage of the resolution by the
Senate 1regarded the matter a s so augmented in importante as t o induce
me to refer the subject to the Commissioner of the General Land Office
for a minute and thorough examination. A copy of the report which
he has made, and also the defense of Dr. Reed, accompanies the papers.
It has seemed to me that the facts set forth by the report exhibit certain
irregularities which are properly reprehensible, but from which neither
the surveyor-general, in a pecuniary point of view, derived profit nor
the Government sustained loss, and which the reproof contained in the
Commissioner's report will in al1 future cases restrain; wliile the high
testimony borne by the Commissioner to the generally excellent deportment in office of the surveyor-general has seemed t o nie to mark the case
more as one meriting disapproval and correction in future than the severe
punishment of dismissal.
JOHN TYLER.

WASHINGTON,
February 5, 1845.
T o the Nouse of Repesentatives of the Unifed Sfates;
1herewith transmit t&House
of Representatives, in answer to its
resoliition of the 31st ultimo, a report from the Secretary of State, together
with copies of documents* therein referred to.
JOHN TYLER.
-

WASHINGTON,
February 5 , r845.
T o the Senafe of the Unifed Sfates:
In compliance with the resolution of the Senate of the 10th of December
last, requesting further correspondence touching the relations between the
United States and the Mexican Republic, 1 transmit herewith a report
from the Secretary of State and the documents which accompanied it.
JOHN TYLER.
WASHINGTON,
Febmary 7, 186.
T o fke Sena fe of the Unifed S f a f e s ;
I
1 transmit herewith the reportt requested by the resolution of the
Senate of the zd of January last.
JOHN TYLER.
WASHINGTON,
February 7, r 8 p 5 .
T o fhe Senafe of fke United S f a f e s :
In answer to the resolution of the Senate of the 4th instant, requesting
information relative to the employment of Mr. Duff Green in the service
of this Government, 1 transmit herewith a report from tlie Secretary of
State.
JOHN TYLER.
*Correspondence relative to the surrender by Great Britain of fugitive erirninals from Florida
under the tteaty of Washington.
iQf i,ieutesan+H. Wager Halleck, of the Engineer Corps, on the means of iiatiorial aefensc.

WASHINGTON,
Feóruary r a , 1845.
T o the House of Re$resenfafives of the Unifed States:
1transmit herewith a copy of the correspondence relating to the claims
o£ citizens of t h e Uriited States upon the Mexican Republic, requested
by the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 10th of January,
1844.

JOHN T Y L E R .

WASHINGTON,
I;ebruary r a , 1845.
To fhe Senafc q f fhe Uniied States:
1 transnlit herewith a copy of tlie correspondence relative to claitns o£
citizetis of the United States on the Mexican Republic, requested by the
resolution of the Senate of the 26th December, 1843.
JOHN T Y L E R .
W A S H I N G ~CITY,
N
Fe6rz~ary13, r845.
T o fke Senate of fhe Unifed S f a f e s :
1 transmit herewith, for t h e advice and approbation of the Senate, a
treaty xvith the Creek and Seminole tribes of Indians, concluded 0 x 1 the
4th day of Janiiary last.
JOHN T Y L E R .
WASHINGTON,
F e b ~ t ~ a rry~ ; 1845.
,
T o tke Senafe of tlie Unifed Stafes;
1 herewitli transmit certain documents connected with the case of Silas
I<eed,* and which were inadverteritly omitteci in the packet of papers
which accompaiiied iny message to the Senate on this subject.
JOHN TYLER.

I u compliance with the resolution of the House of Representatives
of the 30th of December last, requesting information with reference to
iildemnities for claims of citizens of the United State.. upon the Mexican Government. 1 transmit herewith a report froni tlie Secretary of
State and the documents which accompanied it.
JOHN T Y L E R .

WASHINGTON,
February r 9 , 1845.
T o the Senafe qf the Unifed Stafes:
111 answer to tlie resolutiou of tlle Setiate of the I rth December, 1844,
requesting the President "to lay before the Senate, if in his judgment
*P-iucips' -itmeyor of rr'-squri and Xllinois~official
~ondqctof.
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that may be done without prejudice t o the public interests, a copy of
any instructions which may have been given by the Executive to the
American minister in England on the subject of the title to and occupation of the Territory of Oregon since the 4th day of March, 1841; also
a copy of any correspondence which may have passed between this
Government and that of Great Britain, or between either of the two
Governments and the minister of the other, in relation to that subject
since that time," 1 have to say that iil my opinion, as tEe negotiation is
still pending, the information sought for can not be communicated without
prejudice to the public service.
1 deeni it, however, proper to add that considerable progress has been
made in the discussion, which has been carried on in a very amicable
spirit between the two Governments, and that there is reason to hope
that it may be terminated and the negotiation brought to a close within
a short period.
1 have delayed answering the resolution under the expectation expressed
,
in my annual message that the negotiation would have been terminated
before the close of the present session of Congress, and that the inforrnation called for by the resolution of the Senate mipht be communicated.
JOHN TYLER.

-

WASHINGTON,
fibyuary

20, r845.

T o the s a t z f fhe U n i f e d Sfafes:
1 herewith communicate to the Senate a report from the Secretary of
State, in reply to the inquiries contained in their resolution of the 17th
JOHN TYLER.
instant.

*

WASHINGTON,
Februavy 20, r845.
T o fhe Senafe and Nouse of RePresenfatives of fhe U n i f e d Sfafes:
1 transmit herewith, for the information of Congress, copies of certain
dispatches recently received from Mr. Wise, oiir envoy extraordinary and
minister plenipotentiary at the Court of Brazil, upon the subject of the
slave trade, developing the means used and the devices resorted to in
order to evade existing enactments upon that subject.
Anxiously desirous as are the United States to suppress a traffic so
revolting to humanity, in the efforts t o accomplish which they have been
the pioneers of civilized states, it can not but be a subject of the most
profourid regret that any portion of our citizens should be found acting
in cooperation with tlie siibjects of other powers in opposition to the
policy of their own Government, thereby subjecting to suspicion and to
the hazard of disgrace the flag of their own country. I t is true that this
*Relating to redress from the Dritish Governnient for the illegal capture of the fishing schootier
Argus and other American vessels engaged in the fisheees: upder a ~ r e t e q + e diqfzction of the
q$nvention of Octgber E, 18?%

traffic is carried on altogether in foreign parts and that our own coasts
arc free from its pollution; biit tlie crime rernains the same wherever
perpetrated, and there are many circumstances to warrant the belief that
some of our citizenc are deeyly involved in its guilt. The mode and
inanner of carrying on this trade are clearly and fearlesly set forth in
the accompanyiiig documents, and it would seeni that a regular systeni
has been adopted for the purpose of thwarting t h e policy and evading
tlie penalties of our laws. Anierican vessels, witli tlie knowledge, as
tllere are goocl reasons to believe, of the owners and masters, are charfered, or rather purchased, by iiotorious slave clealers in Brazil, aided
b y Englísh brokers and capitalists, with tliis intent. The vessel is only
nominally chartered a t so much per iiiorith, while i n truth it is actiially
sold, to be delivered ori the coast of Africa; tlie cliarter party binding the
owners in the nieantime to take on board as passengers a new crew in
Rrazil, who, when delivered on t h e coast, are to ~iavigateher back to the
ports of Brazil with lier cargo of slaves. Under this agreemetit t h e vesse1 clears froni.t h e United States for some port in Great Britain, where
a cargo of merchandise known a s "coast goods," arid designed especially
for the African trade, is purchased, shipped, and consigned, together
with tlie vessel, either clirectly to t h e slave dealer himself orto his agerits
or nccomplices ir1 Brazil. On her arrival a riew crew is piit on board as
fiassciqcrs and tlie vessel and cargo consigned t o a u equally guilty factor
or agent on the coast of Afnca, where the unlawful purpose originally
designed is finallq~nmsnmmated. T h e merchandise is exchanged for
slaves, the vessel is delivered up, her name obliterated, her papers
clestroyed, lier ,!!mesican crew discharged, to be provided for b y the
charterers, and t h e riew os jasscnxcr crew put in corilmand to carry back
its miserable freight to the first contrivers of tlie voyage, or their eiz+h?oyees
iii Brazil.
Diiring tlie whole progress of this tortuous enterprise it is possible
that neitlier the American crew origirially enlistecl nor the $asserz~er
crew put on board iii tlie Brazilian ports are aware of the nature of the
voynye, ancl yet it is on these priucipally, ignorant if iiot iririocerit, that
tlie perialties of the law are inflicted, while the guilty contrivers-tlie
cli:~rterers, brokers, owtiers, aiid rriasters; in diost, al1 who are iiiost
clreply coxiccrrie<l iii tlie criiiie aiid its rewards-for
the iilost part
escape iiripunisliecl.
T t will be seeti from the examinations which have recently taken place
a t Kio that tlie subjccts of Her Britannic Majesty as well as our owti
citizens are deeply itriplicatecl in tliis irihittiian traffic. Britisli factors
arid agetits, while tliey supply Rfrica with British fabrics ir1 excharige
for slaves, are chiefly instrumental iii the abuse of the Americati flag;
aticl thc sitggestioiis contairlcd i i i tlie letter of bIr. \Vise (wliose judicioiis and zealous efforts iil the inatter can not be too highly commendecl),
as to the best mode qf
ziddressed to Mr. Hamilton, thq British- envoy,
.
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suppressing the evil, deserve your most deliberate consideration, as they
will receive, 1doubt not, that of the British Government.
It is also worthy of cousideration whether any other measures than
those now existing are necessary to give greater efficacy to the just and
humane policy of our laws, which already provide for the restoration
to Africa of slaves capturrd at sea by American cruisers. From time t o
time provision has been made by this Government for their comfortable
support and maintenance during a limited period after their restoration,
and i t is much to be regretted that this liberal policy has not been
adopted by Great Britain. As it is, i t seems to me that the policy it
has adopted is calculated rather to perpetuate than to suppress the trade
by enlisting very large interests iu its favor. Merchants and capitalists
furnish the means of carrying it on; manufactures, for which the negroes
are exchanged, are the products of her workshops; the slaves, when captured, instead of being returned back to their homes are trancferred to
her colonial possessions in the West Indies and made the means of swelling the amount of their products by a system of apprenticeship for a term
of years; and the officers and crews who capture the vessels receive 0x1
the whole number of slaves so many pounds sterling fier capita by way
of bounty.
It miist be obvious that while these large interests are enlisted in favor
of its continuance it will be difficult, if not impossible, to suppress the
nefarious traffic, and that its results would b r i m = c tbut a continuance
of t h e slave trade in another and more cruel forn~;for it can be but a
matter of little difference to the African whether he is torn from his
country and transported to the West Indies as a slave in the regular
course of the trade, or captured by a cruiser, transferred to the same
place, and made to perform the same labor under the name of an apprentice, which is at present the practica1 operation of the policy adopted.
It is to be lioped that Her Britanuic Majesty's Government will, upon
a review of al1 the circumstances stated in these dispatches, adopt more
e5cient measures for the suppression of the trade, which she has so long
attempted to put down, with, as yet, so little success, and more consonant
with the original policy of restoring t h e captured African to his home.
JOHN TYLER.
WASHINGTON,
Feóruary 21, 1845.
To flte Sena fe of tlte Unz'ted States:
1 transmit to the Senate, for its corisideration with a view to ratification, a treaty of peace, friendship, navigation, and commerce between
the United States and tlie Republic of New Granada, signed at Bogota
on the 20th of December last. A copy. of the papers on file in the
Department of State relating to the treaty is also herewith communicated, for the information of the Senate.
JOHN TYLER.
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WASIIING~ON,
February 21, 1845.
To flze Scitate qf fhe United Sfates:
1 herewith transmit to the Senate, in answer to their resolution of
the 14th instarit, a report of tlie Secretary of State, with the accomJOHN TYLER.
panyiiig papers.

*

-

WASIIINGMN,February zr, 1845.
T u fhe IZouse o j Re$resentatizes o/ fhe U n i f e d Stafes:
I r i compliaiice with yolir resolution of the 23d January last, asking
iuforiiiation "if any, and what, officers of the United States have been
guilty of enibezzlement of public money since the 19th August, 1841,
and, further, whether such officers have been cnminally prosecuted for
sucli enibezzlernent, and, if ilot, that tlie reasons why they have not
beeri so proseciited be communicated," I herewitli trarismit letters from
the Secretaries of the Treasury, War, arid Navy Departments and the
I'ostniaster-General, ancl from various heads of bureaiis, from wliich i t
will be seeti thnt no case of embezzleineiit by any person holding office
uiider tlie Goverilment is knowri to have occurred since the 19th August,
I 84 1 , uriless exceptions are to be foiind in the cases of the postmaster a t
Toi~ipkinsville,Ky., wlio was instantly removed from office, and al1
papers riecessary for his prosecution were trausrnittecl to the United
States clistrict attoriley, and John Flauagan, superintendent of lead
niines of the Upper Mississippi, who \vas also removed, axicl whose place
cif residence, as will be seeii by tlie letter of the head of the Ordnarice
Bureau, has been, and still is, unkiiowri.
J O H N TYLER.
WASHINGTON,
Febr?~arya g , 18+5.
T o the Sena fe qf tlze United Sfates:

1 lierewitli communicate to the Senate, for its consicleratiori, a convetition concl~idedby tlie ~ninisterof the United States a t Berliri with tlie
Kingdom of Bavaria, clated on tlie 21st day of January, 1845, for the
iilutunl abolition of tlie &oif d'aubainr and taxes on eiriigration betweeri
tliat Gover~irlieiltancl tlie Unite'cl States, and also a copy of a dispatch
froui tlie uiinister explaiiatory of the sixtli article of the sanie.
JOHN TYLER.
Febnrnry 26, 1845.
WASHINGTON,
T u fhe Senafe qf the U k i f c d Staies:
I transrriit lierewitli a conirnunicatiori from the Secretary of tlie Treasury, inclosirig reports froiri the Corrimissioner of the General Larid Office,
clatecl tlie 2gtli iiistant, ancl acconipatlyirig papers, ir1 complinnce with
your resoliltion of the 17th instant, asking for information relative to reservatioiis of mineral lands in the State of Illinois south of tlie base liue
aiid west o f tlie tliird priiicipal riiericliaii.
J O H N TYLER.
* I n s t r ~ ~ t i o ltn
l s Ron. Csleh Cushing. rornmissioner to China and envoy e r t n o r d i u a r y a n d minihter i>leni~,otentiary
lo tlie Court of China, etc.
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T o the Sena fe of the Unifea?Sfafes:

ofthe S?-eszden¿s
WASHINGTON,
February 26, r84.5.

1 herewith communicate a dispatch recently received, and an extract
from one of a prior date, from our minister at Mexico, which 1 deem it
important t o lay confidentially before the Senate.
JOHN TYLER.

To the Senafe of the United Sfafes:

WASHINGTON,
February 26, 1845.

In compliance with the resolution of the Senate of the 3d instant, 1
herewith transmit the information* called for.
JOHN TYLER.

WASHINGTON,
February 26, r845.

T o fke Senate of fke Unifeo? Stafes:
1 herewith transmit to the Senate, for its approval, an additional article
t6 the treaty of extradition between the United States and France of the
9th of November, 1843. I t will be found t o contain the amendments
suggested by the resolution of the Senate of the 15th of June last.
JOHN TYLER.

WASHINGTON,
Fe6ruary 28, r845.
Z r t h r S e n a t e of fhe Unifed Stafes:
1 transmit herewith to the Senate, in answer to its resolution of the I 7th
instant, a reportt from t h e Secretary of State, together with the copies
of papers therein referred to.
JOHN TYLER.

VETO Ml3SSAGE.
WASHINGTON,
Fe6vuary

20,

1845.

T o fke Senafe of tke Unifed States:
1 herewitli returri the bill entitled "An act relating to revenue cutters
and steamers," with the following objections to its becoming a law:
The Executive has found it necessary arid esteemed it important to
the public interests to direct the building of two revenue boats, to be
propelled by wind or steam, as occasion may require-the one for the
coast of Georgia and the other for Mobile Bay, to be used as dispatch

*

Operations of the United States squadron on the west coast of Africa. the pmwth. condition,
and influence of the Amencan mlonies there. and thenature, extent, and progressof th.ecommerce
of the United States with the =me.
t Relating to redress from the British Government for the illegal capture of the fishing schwner
Argus and other American vessels engaged in the fisheries, under a pretended infraction of the
convention of October zo, 1818. -
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vessels if necessary. T h e models have been furnishe? ii;. fhc -.&..,y
Department arid side wheels have beeu ordered, as being best tested and
least liable t o failure. T h e one boat is directed to be built a t Richmond,
Va., the other a t Pittsburg, Pa., and contracts have been regularly
eritered into for their construction. The contractors have made and are
making al1 necessary arrangements in procuring materials and sites for
building, etc., and have doubtless been a t considerable expense in the
iiecessary preparations for completing tlieir eilgagemerits.
It was no
part of the irltention of the Senate in originating the bill, 1 a m well convinced, t o violate the sanctity of contracts regiilarly entered into by the
Governrnent. T h e language of the act, nevertheless, is of a character to
produce in al1 probability t h a t effect. I t s language is " that no revenue
cntter or revetiue steamer shall hereafter be built (exrepfizg szuh a s ave
noza in fhe course ofbz~ildingo r epuipment) nor purchased unless a n appropriation be first made by law therefor."
T h e building of the two cutters
uncler contract can not be said properiy to llave commenced, although
preparations Iiave beerl made for'b~rildin~;
biit even if the constriiction
be ainbiguoiis, it is better that al1 ainbiguity shoulcl be removed arid thuc
the hazard of violating the pledged faith of tlie country be removecl along
with it.1 am free t o corlfess that, existing contracts beiiig guarded and protected, the law to operate in f u t u r o would be regarded as both proper
and wise.
With these objections, 1 return the bill to t h e House in whie?&+eriginated for its filial constitutional action.
JOHN TYLER.
-

PROCLAMATION.
[IIroni Senate Jwrriai, 'I'weiity-eiglith Coiigress. secorid secsion, p. 271.1

WASHINGTON,
y a n u a q ~8, 1845.
T o ,?he Senator~sof ¿he U n i f e d S t a fes, respective&.
SIR: Objects iriteresting to t h e Uuited States requiring that t h e Seriate
slioulcl be i r 1 scssioii o11 Tuesday, the 4th of hIarcli uext, t o receix-e aiid
act upon siich communications as iriay be iiiade to it on the part of tiie
Executive, your attendatice ir1 t h e Seuate Charnber, in this city, 0x1 that
day at 10 o'clock in the fortnoori is accordingly requested.

JOHN TYLER.

