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All Iiistorians work backward from today. ' l h e  more perceptive recogiiize 
that they do so. Shereforc, ratlier tliaii atteiiipt zn all-inclusive cxami- 
natioii of subscqueiit writing and publisliing of :Iie history of Nlcxico 
in tlie eighteentli ceiitury; let us limit discussion to tlie Iiistoriograpli). 
of a set of priorities, to  thenics of grcat iiiterest to preseiit-day Iiis- 
torians. Iii so doing, wc are after al1 but acknowlcdging tliat often 
what wc iiow consider shortcomings of past histories are hut  inter 
pretatioiis predicatcd upoii preiiiises arid coiiceriis of ages othcr tliaii 
ours. 

Can a gencral statenieiit be inadc concerniiig what historiaiis of 
today inost \i:aiit to kiiow about tlie eigliteenth century? T h c  collective 
impact of recciit \vork docs allow, as \vc sliall see, thc foriiiulatioii 
of a tciitative listiiig of queries subdividcd as follows. \Ve want to 
kiiow, first of all, wliat was life iii Mcxico like in tlie eightecntli ceii- 
tury? Aiid wliat sort of cliaiiges took place in tlie latter dccadcs of 
that ratlicr general time spaii, and in thc first decade of the 19th 
ceiitury to distinguish it from the prccediiig centuries of Spanisli do- 
minatioii. Secoiidly, \ve scek to discover tlie exteiit to wliich the  
cliaiigcs realized do or do iiot provide a coiitinuum or coiitinuing 
process culniiiiatiiig iri revolution. Fiiially, we wisli to  asscss tlie nature 
aiid rnagnitude of cxtcrnal influenccs on interna1 conditioiis and de- 
velopinciits in h'icxico in tliis penad arid cspecially to evaluate how 
tliese impulses froiii without may have contribiitcd to a climate pro- 
pitious to  revolution, or even to actively fosteriiig indepeiidence from 
Spain. 

Tliese, tlieii, are our questioiis. \Ve can iiot fault otlicr historiaiis 
in other tinics for asking different ones. W c  trust scliolars of tlie 
futurc \vil1 sinile kiiidly, and iiot ton condcscendingly, upoii us and 
our seiise of \rzliat is important. Recognizing tliat qucstioiis put to a 
body of Iiistorical material come to serve as boundaries imposed ori 
the answers, \ve should note some of thc niorc outstandiiig querics and 
responses of the past before coiisideriiig in detail thc ~vork of todav. 
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An historian's attitude toward the big evcnt iq Mexican history 
between the Coiiquest and the Revolution of the twentieth Century, 
the Revolution of 1810, often determined, consciously or unconsciously, 
how accounts of the eighteenth centurv were to be written. Indeed, 
from the immediate post-revolutionary period henceforth i t  often 
determined whether or not one sbould bother to consider the eight- 
eenth century at all. 

In general, historians writing in the nineteenth century either put 
down tlie unrest from 1810 to 1821 as a struggle between gachupines 
and creoles, or between Spain and its American dependencies, or 
between liberty and despotism, or even between Spanish law and order, 
on one hand, and the Mexican tendency to anarchy and chaos on 
the other. Whatever was said of the eighteenth century most often 
eitlier reniained lumped with the liistory of the two preceding centuries 
or was hrought in as a curtaiii-raiser to revolution. And so it often 
is still. Such handling was simply more ohvious at a time when most 
accounts of the eighteznth century appeared in general histories of 
Mexico or, most frequently, of al1 Spanish America. 

Here we should note an apparent exception which turns out to be 
a case in point: the multi-volumed, indeed magisterial, uaork of H. H. 
Bancroft, Matico (6 v. San Francisco, 1883-1888). It was the Mexican 
liistory written in the Uiiited States of America before the 1920s and, 
if recently neglected, still not superseded. Bancroft's sanguine and en- 
tliusiastic spirit permeates a mini-library compiled with the aid of 
obviously diligent assistants. A vociferoui liberal in the great, late tra- 
ditioii of the nineteenth century, Bancroft appl~uded the end of the 
Spanish regime in America; he obsewed that, by 1823, "America and 
Europe are pretty well separated politically, never again, thank God, to 
he united". ' 

And how was Spanish dominion hrought low? 

Looking well into the causes of the Spanish American revolt, we find 
there the full catalogue of wrongs and injustice common to political 
suhordinates of this nature and in addition some of the blackest crimes 
within the power of tyranhy to encompass. What were such matters 
as duties per cent, free coming and going, sumptuary regulations, or 
even local laws and legislation beside intellectual slavery, the enfor- 
cement of superstition, the subordination of soul, the degradation of 
both the mental and spiritual in man.2 

1 v. 4, p. 7. 
2 ibid., p. 13. 



In short, Bancroft assumed that nothiiig of historical importarice 
weiit oii in thc stagiiant atmosphere of oppressed hiexico. Accordingly, 
his voluiiie on the eightceiitli centiiry is a narrative accouiit largely 
of political aiid iiistitutiorial developments, aiid as such it is still of 
great valuc to historians today. His sources iiiclude diaries of the period 
and othcr treasures, maiiy of thcm, unfortunately, since ignored. 

Bancroft provides a stcllar exainple of tlie iiineteenth century vantage 
poiiit. IIe could not sce any activity in progress iii tlie viceroyalty of 
hrew Cpairi exccpt that sct iii rnotion by, or ir1 rtgard to, Spain. 

Indepeiidcnce was tlie favorite theiiie of nineteenth ceiitury his- 
toriaiis. RIost of tlieiii accepted political liberty as a concomitant of 
progress. 'l'here was a \i:idesl>read belicf in the fashioiiahle assumption 
that "wlien thc fruit is ripc, it will clrop". Iii conforrnity b ~ t h  this 
scliool of tliought, the desire for independeiice was indicative of a 
general Amcrican maturity. Little or iio considcration was given to 
tlie ripeiiing process. No need, theii, to set do\vii the histoiy of the 
eightcenth ccntury, a task by iiiiplicatioii analagous to recounting the 
dai:y adveiitures of a pcar liaiiging on a bough.' 

Iri sliort, to most Europeari and Anglo-Anierican historians, hlexico 
in the cighteenth century was beside the point. Thqr conceiitrated, 
wlieii they wrote of hlexico, o11 tlie indepeiidenct movemeiit. Hidalgo 
and hlorclos simply liuppened, tlirust fomrard by destiiiy (shades of 
Nal>oleóri!). When specific causc for revolutioii was ascribed, it was 
laid, as by Bancroft, to the iiidividious policics and ill liealth, indeed 

3 .4mong tlirni, in a series piiblislied in hlexico in 1854 hy Diario Oficial, 
José Manuel de Castra Santa~Ana, Diaiio de siicesos notables [1752-17581. ( 3  V, 

Documentos para la historia de Méjico, ser. 1. iv-VI). The same series, v. VII, 

cantains José Giiniez, Diario nirioso de &léxico [1776-17981. 
4 Dorninq~~e de I'radt, Des colonies ct de la revolution actuelle de L'Amerique 

( 2  \,., Paiis, l h l i l ,  f o r  cxaiiiple, saiv al1 rei<ilutioii;ir! activih iii ;\mcriia n i  a 
cliain renction procecding froin tliat annuunciiig United Stntes maturity in 1776. 
For otlirr aspccts of dc Pradt's ideas and thcir influeiice, see Artliur P. IVhitaLer, 
Thc IJnited Statcs and thr Iridependence of Latin America (Johns Hopkins Univ., 
1941). Also writing in the gloiv of tlie revolutiaiiary period was the British 
chargc d'affaires iii Ilc\ico, 11. G. \I7ard, hfexico in 1827 (2  u, Lotidon, 1828). 
De Pradt defined maturity in tcrms of populatian and natural resources. hlexica 
began as inferior to tlie metropolis, Iie stated, but liad come to equal and 
would soon ovcrtake it. Cf. William Davis Kiibiiison, A4ernoirs of tlze Mexican 
Revolutiori (2  v., London, 1821), who u.rotr that Alexaiider von Iluiiiboldt "has 
flattercd tlle Spanisli govcrnrnent" in regard to tlic crtcnt of reform in hlexico, 
that iiijustice and oppression werc tlie sum total a f  Merican histor? until 1808. 

Spanisli Iiistorians iii thc 1800s, of colirse. had their oivn cause for concern 
with Merican indepcndence Sec Melchor Alniagro Fernández, La emncipacidn 
de América y su Reflejo en la Conciencia Espoiiola (Madrid, Ii>stitiito de Estudios 
Políticos, 1944) and Luis Felipe hforo Arias, "La Indepcndcncia Americana 
vista por Hirtoiiadores Espaíiolcs del siglo srx", in Estudios de Histoiiografía 
Aniericana (colegio de EvlCxico, 1948), pp. 207-388. 





creoles was suhsidiary to his cstimatioii of the importaiice of the 
Spaniards wlio governed; h e  relegatcd the tole of Rlexicans to that 
of passive subjects of Spain, if Iiarhoring a traditiorial antagonism to 
gacliupiiics. 'I'licre \vas, Iie implied, soiiie reaction in Rlexico to Spanish 
policics aiid to otlicr ertcrrial iiiflueiiccs ori tlie coiintry, but Iic was 
not terrihl) concerned with aiiy of i t  until 1808, when rcactioii to the 
ovcrtlirow of tlie viccroj~ by Spaniards zon~cliow produced a "creole 
part!" ~vlio iiiitiatcd a revoliition. Where  these inen carne from, wlio 
thc) wcrc, wliat tliey liad bceii doing hefore 1508, and tlie content 
of their cliscontciits wcre al1 outside thc  aliliere of his inquiry. Alamán's 
goal \vas to preseiit ATcw Spaiii as a niodel of iiistitutionalized stability, 
azitli chaiigc carefully imposcd aiid regiilatcd by governincnt. In this 
seiisc, hc looks at  tlic Revolution of 1810 muth  as Edmuiid Burke 
sun.eyed contciiiliorary affairs in Francc in 1790. 

Alaniáii saxx8 \viclcspread creolc disaffectiuii froiii tlie old ordes spring 
full-blowii froni tlic Spanisli depositiori of tlie viceroy, José rlc Iturriga- 
ray, in 1808. Bustaiiiante, Iiis niore liberal coiitemporary, recorded 
the presencc of a good deal of positive ~ct ivi ty  of al1 sorts among the 
Mcxicaris aiid iiidicated soinetliing of tlie social coriiplexities of tlie late 
eiglitccntli ceiitur). Uiifortuiiatel~~, Iie ncvcr tells us eiiougli. Wlia t  
lie iiitiinatcs, Iio\vever, is taritaliziiig. Fle mentions, for example, 
enligliteiied viccroys aiid cducated creolcs sliarins uiaiiy econoniic and 
social conccrns. ?'o him Spanisli iiivolvenient in war with England 
froiii 1796 on was not, as Alamán imlilicd, simply a presage of greater 
disaster to coriie, but ari event allowing sorne Mexicaiis to bolster the 
coiintry's iiitcrnal ecoiioniy. 1s Bustamaiite's account of the sporadic 
and arbitrar- goveriimciital harrassincnt lie suffered while editing the 
I lur io  de  México iiidicativc of Iiow the Spaiiisli regime hampered and 
discouraged eiiterprising kicxicaiis from ciigagiiig in legitimate activity 
of al1 sorts? If al1 too sketchily, Bosta~iiante ncvertlieless contributes 
iiiucli iiiforiiiatioii oii tlic iiaturc of adverse R'lericaii reactiori to a 
iiuiiiber of wliat llave bccii subsequently teriiied "tlie Bourboii reforms", 
frorn tlie liopular clisplcasure at  tlie exjulsion of the Jesuits iii 1767 
to thc outcry raised against tlie attempt by the goveriimcnt to alienate 
tlic rcal property of Irospitals, poor houscs, and otlier religious iiistitu- 
tioiis by thc Coiisolidatioii Act of 1804. It's a pitv tliat neitlicr Busta- 
iriaiitc iior Alaiiiáii lcft LIS reminisceiices o€ tlieir 'formative years. 

'l'xvo treiids prcdoiiiiiintc iii tlic writiiig of Rlexican liistory from the 
iirxt geiieratioii Iiorii aftcr tlie rcvolutioii, to 1910. First of all, Rlexican 
Iiistoriaiis {vere lcss iiitcrestcrl iii solviiig imrncrliate national problems 
aiicl iiiore coiiccrncd witli thc eiglitecnth ceiitury as a part of the 
iiatioiial Iicritagc. Sccondly, tliis iiitcriin spaii \vas a period of tug-of-\va[, 
aiid ocassioiially syiitlicsis, between Iiistorical xvriting as belles lettres and 
as a scieiice. 



Syiithesis is most apparent in the work of Joaquin García Icazbalceta. 
Both meticulous researcli and what used to be refcrrcd to as a felicitious 
style mark the series of biograpliical sketclies and commentaries on 
historians born in eighteentli century hlexico which he contributed 
to the Diccionario Universal de Historia y Geografía (10 v. hféxico, 
1853-56). He conimented pungently oii Cavo's aniials "anotadas año 
por aiio con lamentable prolijidad", on Bustamante's supplement to 
them, as not very good but the best tliing Bustamante wrote, on 
Alamsn, as a writer infinitely superior to Bustamante. Highest praise 
to al1 writers about America Iie reserved for Alexandcr von Ilunlboldt. 
Hc included notes on tlie Spaiiiards, h4aiiuel Abad y Queipo and tlie 
enlightened viceroy, Revillagigedo the Younger, wlio "always knew 
Iiow to reconcile tlie good of tlie country [hlexico] witli the benefit 
of the metropolis". S García Icazbalceta, a pivotal figure in Mexican 
historiography, noted tlie contributions of both creoles and enlightened 
Spaniards to hlexican culture. Altliough primarily interested in the 
first Spanish century in Mexico, his lifelong devotion to recovering 
colonial documents aud primary sources gave iinpetus to publication 
and republication of much eigliteenth century material, as well as to 
greater reliance on it by other historians. 

SVol. 8-10 were an Apendice edited by hlanuel Olozco y Berra. Selections 
from it reappeared in Joaquin Garcia Icazbalceta, Opúsnilos y biogiafías, edited 
by Julio Jiménez Rueda (Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, [hereafter 
UNAM], 1942). Also see Manirel Guillermo Martincz, Don Joaquín García Icaz- 
balceta; his place in Mexican hist~riagraph~ (Catholic Univ. of America, 1947). 
Garcia Icazbalceta's works have been collected in Obras (10 v, Mbico, 1896.1899). 

7 Garcia Icazbalceta published in Renacimiento, 2 (1894), a letter Humboldt 
wrote to JosC de Iturrigaray on March 28, 1803. His collections of sixteenth 
century documents are well known. He also edited Opúsnilos indditos latinos y 
castellanos del P. Francisco Javier Alegre (México, 1889) and publislied the 
Noticias de México (México, 1880), a manuscript left by the Mexican book- 
seller, Flancisco Sedano (1742?-1812). 

Eigliteentli century Mesican documents, manuscripts, and Iiistories were selected 
for publication in accord with tlie interests of historians writing at the time. 
In tlie first half of the century, even during the revolutionary years, works 
of "economic" import appeared or reappeared. PÍotable among tliem were: 

1813: Colección de los escritos más importantes que en diferentes dpocas dirigió 
al gobierno Don hlanuel Abad y Queipo (hléxico, 1813). 

1816-1821: Tosé Mariano Beristáin de Souza. Biblioteca hisbanoamericana 
septentrional.. :, an attcmpt to complete tlic Biblioteca mexicana begun by 
Juan Eguiara y Eguren (1755). 

1820: Juan Antonio Ahumada, Representación politico-legal a la majestad 
del Sr. D. Felibe V en favor de los embleos bolíticos. de euerra v eclasiásticas. . 
originally publi;lied in Madrid in 1725. ' 

1831: José Antonio Alzate y Ramirez, Gacetas de Literatura de México (4 
v, Puebla). 

1831: Instrucción reservada que el conde de Revilla Gigedo dio a su sucesor 
en el mando, Marqués de B~anciforte. 



Manuel Orozco y Berra, the title of wliose Historia de la dominacióii 
espufiola en México (4 v., hléxico, 1906) ii~dicales Iie u ~ o t e  from the 
point of view of wliat Spain did, iii his  volume IV, "El Poder Real, 

1831: 11ipÚlito Villarrarl, Rlérico por dentro y fuera bajo el gobierno dc los 
vireycs. O sea Enfcriiiedades Politicas que padece la capital de /a Ntiei,a Epaiia 
en casi todos los cuerpos de que sc compone (1788) 

1845~1853: Fabihn dc Fuiiscca y Carlos <Ic Urriitia, IIistoiia general de la 
real hacienda ( 6  Y ) .  

(1.toiii tlie 1850s on, Garcia Iraibnlcrta's iiifluciicc is in ci,idence. culniinating 
arourid the turn of the cciitun- witli tlie nublicatioii of a number of outstandine 
co~lcctions of docurncnts, 2nd 'I,cgiiiiiilig ir; 185-t h-itii tiic pub~ication, niciitioiicd 
nliovc (note 3) af Dociiiiisntos cara la historia de Méjico. From tliis time 011, 
tau, niatcrial Iiy or relatirig to thc expellcd Mexican jesuits apprared. It is 
discusrcd on p. 35) .  

1853-18i7: hlaiiuel Oruzco y Bcrra, cnnip.. Docunicntos paia la historia de 
&léxico ( 4  scries). See ahove, note 3. 

1856: hlatias dc la Mota Padilla (1688177h), Historia de h'ue~a Galicia. 
1867-73: Instriiccfones aire los virreves de Nieva Esburía deiaron a sus suce- 

sores ( 2  v ) .  Later printiiigs of iiidividunl instructions includc: ' 
1960: Normaii F. hlartiii, ed., Instrucciones del h4arquez de Cioiz qiie deja 

a sii sucesor, Antonio l l i i r i u  Bucaic.ii. 
1760: Ernesto de la Torre, ed., Iizstn~cn'ón rcscrvada que dio dori Miguel 

[osé de i2;anzn a sil siicesor don Félix Berengiier de hlarqiiefia (1800). 
1965: Normaii F. hlnrtin, cd., Instrucción resernada del Obispo-virrey Ortega 

Montaríés al Conde de hlocterurna. 
1966: Conde de Reiilln Gigedo, Informe sobre las hlisiones (1793) e Instruc- 

ción Reservada al hlarqiiés de Branciforte (1701), edited by José Braro Ugarte. 
1867: José rle Gilvez (hlarqiiis de Sonora), Informa general qiie instiu?ó y 

entregó. . . al Virrey, B. Antonio Biicarely y Ilrsúa. . . 31 diciembre, 1771. 
1869: Ale~ander von Ilumholdt, "Tahlas geográfico~politicas del reino de la 

Nucva Espníia (cii cl aíio de 1803) presentadas al seíior virrey del mismo reino 
en ciiero de 1804", in Boletir~ do la Sociedad hfexicana de Geografía y Estadistica, 
2" Epoca, 1. 

1869: Fernando h'avarro y Koricgn, "hlcmaria ~ a h r e  la población del Reino 
de Kiieva Espaíia" i l814) ,  ibid., pp. 281~291. 

1877~1882: Junii  E. 1lern:iiidez y Dávalas. ed., Colección de Donirnentas para 
la historia de la giicrra de independencia de México de 1808-1821 (6  v) .  

1905-1911: Genaro Garcia and Carlos l'rrqra, cds., Documentos inéditos o 
muy raros para la historia de hfé.~im (36 r-), iiiclrider \al. 10: Tumultos y rebe- 
liones acaecidos en hléxico; vol. 11: El clero de hléxico v la Guerra de Inde- 
pendencia; and uol. 15: El clero de &léxico diirontc la Dominación Espatiola. 

1910: Genaro Garcia, ed., Dociiiiie~itos históricos mexicanos ( 7  v )  vol. 1, 2 2nd 
7 includc documents for tlie years, 1807.1810. 

1930: Boletiri del Areliiva General de la Nación, 1. incliided the tcrt of tlie 
Cait2 Reservada of Revillagigedo of hugust 31, 1793. Subseqiient editions cuntain 
innuriierable docurnents iii cigliteeiith century histury. 

1933-1936: Luis Chárez Orozco, ed,, Documentos para la Iiistoria económica 
de México (1  1 v )  . 

1939-1942: Francisca del Paso y Troncoso, ed., Epistolario do Nueva España, 
l F 0 i l  81 R (16 r ) ,  vol. 13 iiicludes eighteeiith ccntiiry materials. 

1939-1942: Silrio Zavala and Pvlario Castelo, eds., Fuentes para la IIistoria 
del Trabajo aii Nueva Espafia (8  v ) ,  vol. 8:1575-1805. 



1701-1789", acknowledged his reliance on a number of primary 
materials, as do the contributors to the first full-scale Mexican history, 
edited by Vicente Riva Palacios, México a través de los siglos (5  v. 
México, 1889[?]). Its authors expressed tlieir indebtedness to the 
scholarsliip of García Icazbalceta. 

As Edmundo O'Gonnan has observed, they achieved the synthesis of 
the Indiaii aiid Spanish pasts in conceiving of their project as properly 
concerned with the historical evolution of the Mexican people and in 
assuming tliat "people" to be a corporate body, an organism formed 
in the bosom of the viceroyalty and evolving through time and space. 
Within the weighty compendium born of this broad and lofty vision, 
liowever, tlie pages on tlie eigliteeiith century reflect a potpourri of 
old attitudes. While einphasizing Mexican reaction to European wars 
and to the American and French revolutions, they were largely devoted 
to charting material progress (althougli here Riva Palacio ared  in so 
iinportant a mattei as ~vering that no change occurred in the produc- 
tion of agriculture and mining from the 1600s to 1810). I t  is a history 
of eveiits (individuals are unimportant), on one level, and of the 
Mexican spirit on another. Determinism, in this case sired by positivisin, 
prevails. Miiid and body naturally progress toward liberty; there is no 
need to examine how they interact. At its end, the nineteenth centuy 
remained a treasure trove of eighteenth century histoq yet to be 
written. 

1949: Francisca González de Cossio, ed., Gacetas de México. 
1953: Xavicr Tavera Alfaro, "Documentos para la historia de periodismo me- 

xicano (siglo XVIII)" ,  en homenaje a Silvio Zavala, Estudios históricos americanos 
(Colegio de México), pp. 317-344. 

1963: - El Nacionalismo en la prensa mexicana del siglo XVIII. 
1960: luan Vicente de Güemes de Padilla, Conde de Revillagigedo, El Comer- 

cio Exterior y su influjo en la Econoniia de la Nueva España (1793), This is 
vol. 4 in tlie Colección de documentos para la historia del coinercio exterior de 
México edited by Luis Chávez Orozco. 

1962: Francisco Eduardo Tresguerras, Ocios literarios. Edited by Francisco de 
la Maza. 

Note should be made here of Tadeo Ortiz de Ayala, Mdxico considerado como 
nación independiente y libre.. . (Burdeos, 1632), by the creole tutor of the 
sons of Itorrigaray wlia, in chap. 5, included a bibliograpliy of hlenican authors 
and artists of the colonial pcriod; of Nicolás León monumeiital Bibliografía mexi- 
cana del siglo xvnr (5 v, México, 1902-1908); of tlie popular biographies in 
Hombres Ilustres Mexicanos (México, 1873-1874), edited by Eduardo Gallo E., 
and of tlie most balanced of nineteentb-century works on out period, Carlos Pereyra, 
Historia de América Española ( 7  v, Madrid, 1876), vol. 3: México. 

8 Eighteenth century history is found in vol. 2: E l  Vineinato, by Riva Palacio, 
and the first decadc of the nineteenth ontury in vol. 3, La Guerra de Independencia, 
by Julio Zárate. 



GENERAL HISTORIES SINCE 1920 

General histories written in the twentieth century by non-Mexicans, 
despite informatioii accumulating in specialized studies, have brought 
too little change, for the most part, iu approach to eigintcciith century 
Mexican history. Spanish activity iu Mexico is all. Interna1 events appear 
only as rcactions. Notable exceptions, of course, are works cmanating 
from East Germany and Russia. From the Uriited States, Mexican 
histories by Emest Grueniiig (Mexico and its Heritage, New York 
and London, 1928), Lesley B. Simpson (Many Mexicos, Univ. of 
California, 1952), Henry B. Parkes, (A IIistov of Mexico, Boston, 
1950), and most recently, Charles C.  Cumberland (Mcxico. The Strug 
gle for Modernity, New York, 1968) illustrate tliis trend. 

The carliest, Grucning, followed in the tradition of Bancroft, dis- 
cerning no change in the (unenlightened) policies of Spanish govern- 
ment througliout tlie vicercgal pcriod. Simpson confined his discussion 
of thc eighteenth century to a brief mention of "the Bourbon revolu- 
tion" bringing progress to New Spain. Parkes placed the entire cenhiry 
in a chapter on the g:owth of libcralism, mentioned some of "the 
precursors of revolution", by which he meant the scattered and sporadic 
local uprisings (whose inclusion may well be a contributing factor to 
why this liistory was translated into Russian), then went confidently 
on to the cvcnts of 1810. Cumberland, wlio by 1968 should Iiave known 
better, lumped the viceregal period, as so often done of yore, and 
ignored as much as possible (more, in fact), the more recent materials 
available concerning the history of the eighteenth century. 

Here special mention must be made of Lillian Estelle Fisher's The 
Background of the Revolution for Mexican Indefindence (Boston, 
1934). Closest to an attempt at a general histoy of the late colonial 
period by a non-Mexican, it is full of information badly assembled, less 
a goldmine than a grabbag. For al1 of that, the book is a response 
to scholarly enquiry. 

?he  approach to the late eigliteenth century taken by M. S. Alpe- 
rovich in Voina m Nezavisimosf Meksiki (bIoscow, 1964) should 
stimulate otlier liistorians to attenmpt syntheses of our period. H e  
begiris by attacking the proclivity of "consen,ative and reactionaty 
bourgeois Iiistorians" to rehabilitate Spanish colonialism, mentioning 
in particular tlie writings of Cecil Jane, Salvador de Madariaga, Richard 
Konetzke, and Pierre Chaunu, al1 of whoin he claims sec the indepen- 
dence movcment os a conservative reaction of creole aristocrats to the 
liberal reforms of the Bourbon government. Alperovich, instead, explains 
the revolution as a bourgeois one in which large groups of colonial 
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society participated. He seeks its origins in the late eighteenth century 
and finds them, not surprisingly, stemming from economic conditions. 

H e  interprets the policy of Charles 111 not as one of determined 
reform but as the result of indecision and inconsequence. The govern- 
ment could neither prevent increase in industry, agriculture, and trade 
nor could it create the conditions necessary to resolve the attendant 
economic problems. He finds that Mexicans, long thmst upon their 
own resources, had developed a revolutionary ideology subsequently 
stimulated by events in AngloAmerica and in France. Alperovich 
reverses the oldcr cause-and-effect relationship historians such as 
Simpson posited between the Bourbon reforms and the Mexican inde- 
pendence movement. Citing as evidence the more than 100 risings in 
the colonial period, he assumes that al1 of them embodied a desire for 
political emancipation from Spain. The Bourbon refonns he then 
interprets as introduced in reaction to this growth of a widespread 
emancipation movement bifore 1760. 

Fault may be found with his conceptual framework, particularly 
with his assumption that al1 local disturbances had political content, 
but is perhaps as well to write history from a relatively inflexible 
ideological point of view, obvious to all, as from a finn, hut mistaken, 
conviction that one is objetive and possesses no preconceptions what- 
soever. 

POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC HISTORY 

Specialists in political history, especially in the United States, have 
tended to cluster around a study of what although largely instituted in 
the reign of one Bourbon, Charles 111, and in some aspects retrogres- 
sive - have come to be known as the Bourbon ~eforms. lo In 1913 

9As Historia de la Independencia de México (1810-1824), it was translated by 
Adolfo Sánchez Vdzquez (México, 1967). Also see Manfred Kossok, "Revolution 
und Bourgoisie in Latinamerika. Zum, Charakter der Lateinamerikanischen una- 
bhangigkeitshewegung, 1810-1826", Zeitschrift fiir Geschichtswissenschaft, Jahrgang, 
9 (1961), Sonderheft, pp. 123-143; M. Kossok and Walter Markov, "Konspekt 
üher das spanische Kolonialsystem", Wissen Zeit, GeseUschafts, 5:Z (1955-1956). 
pp. 121-268; and their "Las indias non [sic] eran colonias? Hintergründe einer 
Kolonialapologetik", in Lateinomerika zwischen Emanzipation und Imperialismus, 
1810-1960 (Berlin, Academie-Verlag 1961), pp. 1-34. From Spain, Jaime VicAns 
Vives, ed., Historia social y económica de España y América (5  v, Barcelona, 1957- 
19591, vol. 4, pt. 1 on Mexico. And now heing published in London, Peter Calvert, - - 
México. 

10 Excellent discussion of Bourbon economic policies in Spanish America and 
an indication of their effects are supplied by J. H. Parry, in The Spanish Senborne 
Empire (New York, 1966), and R. A. Humphreys, "Economic Aspects of the Fall 
of the Spanish American Empire", Revista de Historia de América, 30 (1950), pp. 



Donald E. Smith, assuming "There was no great change in govemment 
in the late eighteenth century", unhesitatingly based his institutional 
history of The Viceroy in New Sprin (Univ. of California), largely 
on a study of viceregal administration there in the tiine of Charles 111. 
Three years later, Merbert 1. Priestley in his study of los6 de Gálvez, 
Visitor-General of New Spain, 1765-1771 (Univ. of California), des- 
cribed economic reforms that werc not, he stated, fundamental changes 
in the operation of fiscal machiiiery but orily an cnforcement of the 
existing system, since of "Paramount interest to Spain" was "the 
productive wealtli of New Spain". Reforms introduced due to the visit 
of Gálvez centralized administration of revenciei, enforced monopoly 
regulations, effcctively warred against smuggling, and fostered Spanish 
manufacture and commerce. However, Priestley added, they also suc- 
ceeded in making New Spain take up more o£ the burden of empire, 
and made local and gencral government more pervasive and more 
pe~asively Spanish. 

A decade latcr, Lillian E. Fishcr suweyed obvious innovation in her 
study of the The Intendant System in America (Uiiiv. of Califomia, 
1929), introduced in New Spain in 1787, to promofe and administer 
the reform program on a regional levcl. Fislicr described what was 
clearly viewed as change by contemporarics who judged thc success of 
the system in large part in accord with their opiiiions about whether 
change itself was good or bad. Togethcr with more recent assessments, 
her work points to the system acliieving some reform in finance, civil 
administration, military matters, and in indian affairs. At the same 
time, the system provoked an adverse hlexican reaction, by interven- 
ing in municipal government and local Iifc, \vliicli in somc instantes 
overshadowed what it achieved in its stated purposes of bureaucratic 
organization and revenue increasc. 'l In a rccently completcd disserta- 

450-456. For contcmporary awareness of tlie new spurt of Spanish encrgy in New 
Spain, see William Rohertson, Histoiy of América ( 2  v, London, 1777). book 8. 
Historia Mexicana, 17; 3 (1968), in inemory of Tusé Miranda is dedicated to  gene- 
ral but informative articles on eiglitrenth-century rconainic history. 

11 A suiiiinary of Fishcr's findings appeared as "Tlie Intendant System in Spanish 
America", Hispanic American Historical Roview (hereafter HAHR),  8 (19?8),  pp. 
3-13. See also Luis Navarro García, Inteiidencias en Indias (Scville, 19591, and 
for dociiments concerning the system, Gisela Marazzani de Pgrcz Enciso, La In- 
tendencia en Espana y Amdrica (Caracas, 1966); Victor A. Belaúndc, "Factors of 
tlie Colonial l'criod in Soiitli hmcrica working toward a Ncw Regime", IIAFIR, 9 
(1929), pp. 141-153, concludrd that oldcr divisive haditions, notably regionalism, 
"reccircd ncw strengtli fiom the ~eforrns of the Bourbons. Tliese reforms were 
intendcd to strengthen and reaffirm thc borids between calanics and iiiother coiintry, 
but tlic results were just the contrary". John Lyncli, Spanish Colonial Administra- 
tion 1782-1810: The Intendan System in !he Vicerayalty of thc Río de lo Plato 
(T.ntidon, 1958), is the sort uf study needcd for New Spain. See also the essay on 
thc intendancy system in tlie forthcoming book by David Brading, Threc Essays 
on Bourbon México. 



tion, B. R. Hamnett suggests some of the longer-range effects of the 
Mexican interaction and reaction in "The Intendant System and the 
Landed Interest in Mexico: the Origins of Independence, 1768-1808" 
(Cambridge Univ. 1968). 

Studies of this system (which put the principles of enlightened 
despotism to work regionally) were followed by reconsiderations of the 
nature of the office of viceroy in this period of greatest (Spanish) 
Bourbon aspiration. Dissertations by James M. Manfredini and Edwin 
H. Carpenter, both completed in 1949, stress the benign, indeed 
beneficient aspects of the administration of the viceroy who epitomized 
the spirit of the program, Juan Francisco de Güemes y Horcasitas, el 
Conde de Revillagigedo. l2 Manfredini noted Revillagigedo's interest 
in encouraging agriculture, mining, public health and social welfare 
in general, primary, technical and profesional education, and freer 
trade. In the capital, Revillagigedo pursued an exceedingly enlight- 
ened policy. He cleaned and lit the streets, forbid bathing and other 
personal functions in public fountains, admonished the populace to 
clothe itself, waged war on drunkenness, regulated the food supply, and 
encouraged clean hospitals, roadbuilding, libraries, and schools, includ- 
ing those of architecture and mining, and periodicals disseminating 
useful knowledge. 

I t  was, as you recall, García Icazbalceta who long ago recognized 
the fine balance Revillagigedo sought, and momentarily achieved, in the 
hamessing of Mexican prosperity to the needs of the real hacienda, 
in other words, that the dual nature of the reforms he imposed or 
attempted -he admitted there were some problems he could not solve- 
clearly reflected the combination of enlightened principles with auto- 
cratic aims and methods. Al1 were designed, ultimately, to increase 
the national wealth of Spain. 

How the Crown, fearing England, especially after the occupation 
of Havana in 1762, innovated initially in dispatching an army to New 
Spain is recounted by María del Carmen Velásquez in El  estado de 
guerra de Nueva España, 1760-1808 (Colegio de Mkxico, 1950). Sbe 
and Lyle N. McAlister, studying The Fuero Militar in New SFin ,  
1764-1800 (Univ. of Florida, 1957), relate how a new semiautonomous 
corporation, the amy,  was imposed, buttressed by a Mexican militia, 

SR also J. Ignacio Rubia Mañk, "Síntesis histórica de la vida del 11 Conde 
de Revillagigedo, virrey de Nueva España", Anuario de Estudios Americanos. 6 
(Seville, 1949), pp. 451-496; Lillian E. Fisher, The Viceregal Administration in 
the Spanish Ammerican Colonies (Univ. o£ Califomia, 1926); Gaston Desdevises du 
Dezert, "Vice-Rois et Captaine Gknkraux de Indes Espagnoles a la fin du xmn e 
sikcle", R m e  Historique, 125 (1917), pp. 225-264; Bernard E. Bobb, The Vice- 
regency of Antonio M& Bucareli in New Spain, 1771-1779 (Univ. of Texas, 
1962), and Isidoro Vázquez de Acuña, "El capitán General don Matias de Gálvez". 
Revista de Historia Militar (Madrid), 10 (1966). 



and scrvcd to stimulate furtlier changes iii royal policy aiid in interna1 
arragements. Dra. Velisquez concentrated on tlie latter, describing 
Bourboii reforms witliin a larger historical coiitext. Slie approaclied 
Mexico as tlie subject of cliange ratlier tliaii as its objcct, aiid stressed 
the non-benign aspects of reform. 

In studies of the mining reforins, in j,articular, scliolars first sought 
to understand how Spanish policies reliited to iconomic change and 
to delineate liow mcasures introduced uiider royal aegis best iliustrated 
thc sometimes bappy confluence of tlic two faces of rcform, the 
beneficia1 and tlie acquisitive. Arturo Arnáiz y ITreg, Walter Howe, 
Clement hlottcii, aiid Artliur P. \trliit;ikcr havc n-ritten of how the 
Crown spoiisored schools, legislation, and scientific eiideavors to prc- 
mote the output of the Mexican silver miiies, in tlie proccss bcncfitiiig 
Mexicans, Spaniards, aiid govcrnment, aiid resulting iii incrcasing Mex- 
ican economic prosperity and intcllectual stimulation. These studies, 
pursued in the 1930s for thc most part, prepared tlie way for more 
intensivc and extcnsivc works on thc Eiiliglitenment in Mexico. David 
A. Brading, in a book now being publislicd, Three Essays on Bourbon 
Mexico, a study of tlie Guariajuato silver niiniiig industry i ~ i  the main, 
contiiiues oii to a considcration of these ineasures within a broader, 
social coiitcxt. l3 

Most indicative of tlic autocratic naturc of Bourbon reform wcre 
its maiiifestations in pursuit of a ~ol icy  ground iri regalism. SIiey are 
surveyed i r i  general by Alberto de la IIera and in particular by h.Iagnus 
Morrier wlio considers rcgalism to be a primc factor iii tlie expulsion 
of tlie Jesuits in 1767. l4 How tlie Bourboiis transformed traditional 

la  Arturo Arnáiz y Freg, Andrés hlanucl del Río (\léxico, 1936); liis "Don 
Fausto de Elhuyar y Ziibice", Revista de Historig de América, 6 (1939), pp. 75-96; 
and his "Dan AiidrCs dcl Río, dcscuhridor dcl Eritionio (Vanadio)", ibid., 25 
(1948), pp. 27-68; Artliur P. Whitaksr, "Thc Elhiiyar Mining hlissions aiid the 
Enliglitenincnt", HAHR, 31 (1951), pp. 558-585; Waltcr House, The Mining Giiild 
of NL'IV Spain and its Tribunal General, 1770~1521 (Harvard Univ., 1949); Cle- 
ment C. Motten, Mexican Silver and the Iinligliteiimeiil (Univ. of Pennsylvania, 
1950); David A. Brading, "la inincria de la plata en cl siglo xviri: el caio Bolaños", 
HM, 18 (1969), pp. 311-33; aiid Gcrmán Soinolinos d'Ardois, "Historia de la 
ciencia", Hhf, 15 (1966). pp. 275~287 for hihliogriphy. 

1"Ibcrto dc la IIera, E l  regiiiisma borbóriico en su {iruyección indiana (Madrid, 
1963); also Gaston Desdevisc: du Dezert, "L'Eglise espagnole des Iiides aii fin du 
xvIirr si&cle", Reiqie Hispaiiiqtic, 39 (1917), p ~ > .  l l2~29? ;  L'icente Rodríguez C a ~  
sado, "Notas sobre las relaciones dc la Iglesia y cl Estado en las Indias cn el Reinado 
de Carlos III", Rmsta  de Indias, 11 (1951), pp. 97 ff; Maria Gón!ora, "Estudios 
sohre el galicanismo y la Iloshnción católica en Aiiiirica cspaíiola", Revista Chileno 
de Historia y Geografa, 125 (1957), pp. 96~151; Richard Konetzke, "Staat und 
Gcsellschaft in Iliipanoaiiierika am Vorahcnd der Unahhangigkeit", Sacculiim, 12 
(1961); Magnus Morner, " n i e  Expolsion of the Jcsuits from Spain and Spanisii 
America in 1767 in tlir light of Eightcenth Ccntiiiy Regalism", a paper rcad at 
the 79th Annual Meeting of the American Historical Association, Dec. 29, 1964. 



policy in imposing direct state control over most aspects of Mexican 
religious life and institutions is descrihed by N. M. Farriss in Crown 
and Clergy in Colonial Mexico, 1579-1821. The Crisis of Ecclesiastical 
Privilege (London, 1968). Here regalistic policien are explained as one 
aspect of the broader program designed to ensure the subservence of 
al1 traditionally autonomous and semi-autonomous corporations and 
organizations to the control of tlie state. 

Meanwhile, Eduardo Arcila Farías, recognizing the essentially eco- 
nomic cast of the reform program, provided a model for interpreting 
the myriad relationships of governmental policies and practices with 
interna1 Mexican change and economic development. In his E l  Siglo 
Ilustrado en América: reformas económicas del siglo XVIII (Caracas, 
1955), he concluded that these governmental policies augmented agri- 
culture and mining production and commerce, modified conditions of 
work, and even distrihution of capital, and abetted economic growth 
in general. While industry lagged, official mercantilist policy discourag- 
ing colonial industry was leniently applied and the making of such 
goods as cheap cotton cloth, not in competition with Spanish manu- 
facture, boomed. l6 

For what is largely a report of regalistic attitudes of the period, notahly of Jod  de 
Ggvez: Raúl Flores Guerrero, "El imperialismo jesuita en Nueva España", HM, 4 
(1954), pp. 159.173; and for a related discussion on the Inquisition as a political 
instrument see the differing views of Lewis A. Tamhs, "The Inquisition in Eighte- 
enth Century Mexico", The Americas, 22 (1965). pp. 167-181, and Richard E. 
Greenleaf, "The Mexican Inqiiisition and the Enlightenment, 1763-1805". 
New Mexico H~sforical Review, July 1966, pp. 181-196; also see his "North Ame- 
"can Protestants and the Mexican Inquisition, 1765-1820". A lournal of Church 
and State, 8 (1966), pp. 186-99. 

16 Cf. Alperovich. A niimher of hooks and, especially, articles have appeared 
on Mexican economic conditions. Among them are the following: the great numher 
of studies puhlished and pursued by Luis Chávez Orozco, from his Historia econó- 
mica y social de h f i c o  (México, 1938), to his "Orígenes de la política de segu- 
"dad social", HM, 16 (1966), pp. 155-183; and his collections of dgcuments (see 
ahove, note 7); Earl J. Hamilton, "Monetary P~ohlems in Spain and Spanish Ame- 
rica, 1751-1800", lourna1 of Economic History, 4 (1944), pp. 21-48; the research 
of Jesús Silva Herzog, including his edition of Relaciones estadísticas de Nueva 
Espafto de pnneipios del siglo XIX (México, 1944). and the unpuhlished manuscnpt 
by Clark W. Reynolds, "The Per Capita Income of New Spain hefore Independence 
and after the Revolution" (1967), and also the issue of H M  cited ahove (note 10) .  

Documents concerning roya1 ~egulations of working conditions were collected 
by Silno Zavala and Mario Castelo (see ahove, note 7).  Aspects of emhryonic 
industry appear in M. Carrera Stampa, Los gremios mexicanos. La organizacidn 
gremial de Nueva Espafia (México, 1954); his "El Obraje novohispano", in Mema- 
Ms de la Academia Mexicana de la Historia, 20 (1961) pp, 148-171; and Richard 
Greenleaf, "The Ohraje in the late Mexican Colony", The Americas, 23 (1967), 
pp. 227-50. Mining conditions appear in D. A. Brading (see ahove, p. 17 and note 
13) and Luis Chávez Orozco, Conflicto de trabajo con los mineros de Real del Mon- 
te. aAo de 1766 (Mhxico, 1960). 

An increasing number of works pertaining to trade and commerce include 



Recently, several historians have gone beyond the reforms introduced 
under  Charles 111 to investigate aspects of the economic policies invok- 
e d  undcr  his successor, Charles  IV. R o m e o  Flores Cabal lero in  "Las re- 
presentaciones de 1805", (Histor ia  mexicana (hereafter HM) 17, 
(1968), pp .  4 6 9 4 7 3 )  a n d  in  "La consolidación de vales reales e n  la  
economía, la sociedad y la política novohispanas", (HM, 18, (1969), 
pp. 334-378) discussed the issuing of reales vales f rom 1780 on, the 
roya1 nced for funds  to amort ize t h e m  leading to the real cédula de 
consolidación d e  vales reales of December  26, 1804, the a t t e m p t  to 
enforce t h e  decree i n  N e w  Spain a n d  the economic, social, a n d  political 
responses. He concliided t h a t  the a c t  affected al1 sectors of society, was 
a factor in  making  Spain appear  inep t  a n d  extortionist; govemment ,  
previously a uiiifying force, n o w  assumed the role of a divisive social 
factor. I n  this sense, M a n u e l  Abad  y Queipo  might  well b l a m e  revc- 
lut ion o n  t h e  b a d  government  of Charles  IV. 

Flores Caballero indicated t h a t  he h a d  consulted a n u m b e r  of repre- 
sentaciones written in  response to the cédula of 1804 a n d  t h a t  tliey will 
soon he published i n  the Bolet ín  del  Arcliivo General  de la Nac ión  
by M a s a e  Sugawara H. Sugawara h a s  studied the impac t  of the vales 
reales, as a m o n g  "Los antecedentes  coloniales de l a  deuda  pública de 

Robert S. Smith's articles, "Sliipping in the Port of Veracruz, 1790-1821", HAHR, 
23 (1943). pp. 5~20; "The Institution of the Consulado in New Spain", HAIfR, 
24 (1944), pp. 61-83; "The Puebla Consulado", Revista de Historia de América, 21 
(19461, pp. 19-28; "The Wealth of Nations in Spain and Ilispanic Amcrica", 
journnl af Politicni Ecanoin", 65 (1927). pp. 104-122; and with Irving A. Lconard, 
"A propascd library for tlic hlerchant Guild of Veracruz", HAHR, 24 (1944), pp. 
84.102; ros6 Flores Raiiiírer, El Real Consulado de Guadalajara (Guadalajara, 
1952); Luis Chárez Orozco, ed., val. 1: El comercio de Esparia y sus Indias in 
Colección de dociimentos para la historia del ~(imercio exterior. . . (see above, note 
7) ;  Sergio Villalolios R., "El comercio extranjero a fines de la Domiiiación Espa- 
ñola", jaiir,ial of Inter-America Stiidies, 4 ( lC)62) ,  pp. 517-542; Stanley J. Stein, 
"hlcrcliaiits and Monarchs: Interest Groups in Policy-making in Eightecnth Century 
Spain 2nd Ncw Spain", a paper read at the 79th .4nnual Mettiiig of tlic Anierican 
Historical Association, Ilec. 30, 1964; Jcsús Silva Ilerzog, "El comercio de México 
durante la época colonial", Cuadernos Americanos, 153: 4 (jul-ag. 1967). pp. 127- 
153; and tlic callcctions of documents, Sccrctaria de Educación Pública, El Comer- 
cio de Numa Esparia (México, 1945) and Baiico Nacional de Comercio Exterior, 
El contrabando y el coinereio exterior en la h'uma Esparia (México, 1967). 

Oiie of the most fruitful -and this witli no unintended- economic areas 
studicd to date, since it aas the principal industry of the period, hasta been agri- 
culture. See Luis Cliávez Orozco, La crisis agrícola novo-hispana de 1784-1785 
(México, 1953), aiid Iiis Documentos sobre 13s alhóndigas y pósitos de Nueva Es- 
pana (11 v. MCrico, 1955-1959); Francois Chevalier, "Suivivances scigncuriales et 
presages de la Révolution agraire dans le Nord du Mcxique fin du xvnr e xrx si&- 
clcs", Revue Historique, 222 (Jul-Scpt. 1959), pp. 1-18; Delfina E. Lópcz Sarre- 
languc, Una villa mexicana en el sigla xvi~r (UNAM, 1969); and the important 
book by Enriquc Florescano, Precios de maíz y c$is agrícolas a México, 1708. 
1810 (El Colegio dc México, 1969) mentianed below, p. 193. 



México". le In his introduction to Part I: "España: Los Vales Reales, 
orígenes y desarrollo de 1780 a 1804", Sugawzra contends that al1 
Spanish policies represented only an inept reaction to forces pressing 
upon Spain from without, did not contribute to prosperity in the empire, 
and were of no help in solving the economic problems of Mexico. He 
implicitly refutes the thesis of Arcila Farias and seconds that of Alpero- 
vich. 

Sugawara relates roya1 measures to wider Western economic history 
at one end and to Mexican development at the other. Here again a 
Marxist-Leninist orientation points up the present need for more works 
of tentative synthesis embracing the Bourbon reforms in New Spain 
and their relationship to Western histoy in our period as a wliole. 

Earlier assessments, seemingly at least half-forgotten now, of the 
origins of the reform program, too, sought to place the extended visit 
made by Gálvez within the sphere of European intemational affairs. 
Notable among them are the articles concerning French and British 
interest in Spainsh American, and particularly Mexican, trade. Vera 
Lee Brown, Arthur S. Aiton, and Allan Christelow found French 
intrigue behind the decision to reform and the ultimate choice of José 
de Gálvez to implement the policy. l7 I t  is high time the Gálvez mission 

lEBAGN, 8 (1967), pp. 129-402. And see the excellent survey by Bnan R.  
Hamnett, "The Appropnation of Mexican Church Wealth by the Spanish Bourbon 
Government the 'Consolidación de Vales Reales', 1805-1809", Joumal of Lntin 
American Studies, 1 (1969), pp. 85-11?, 

17 Vera Lee Brown, "Angla-Spanish Relations in America in the closing years 
of the Colonial Era", HAHR, 5 (1922), pp. 327-483; Arthur S. Aiton, "Spanish 
Colonial Reorganizatian under the Family Compact", HAHR, 12 (1932), pp. 269- 
280; Allan Christelow, "French Interest in the Spanish Empire during the Ministry 
of the Duc de Choiseul (1759.1771)", HAHR, 21 (1941), pp. 515-537, and Dorothy 
B. Goebel, "British Trade to the Spanish Colonies, 1796-1823". AHR, 43 (1938), 
pp. 288-320. For ongoing foreign influence in Mexico: John R~djord, Foreign 
Interest in the Independence of Neiv Spain (Duke Univ., 1935); for French influen- 
ce; Rafael Heliodoro Valle, "Algunos franceses en México", Filosofía y Letras, 2 
(1943). pp. 153-159; Jacques Houdaille, "Frenchmen and Francophiles in New 
Spain from 1760 to 1810", The Americls, 13 (1956), pp. 1-30; and his "Gaetan 
Souchet D'Alvimart, the Alleged Envoy of Napoleún to México, 1807~1809", ibid., 
13 (1959). pp. 109-132; Jesús Reyes Heroles, "Rousseau y el liberalismo mexica- 
no", Cuadernos Americanos, 21 (1962), pp. 159.185; Jeffcrsan R. Spell, Rousseau 
in the Spanish World before 1833 (Univ. of Texas, 1938) alid his more specific 
"Rousseau in Spanish America ", HAHR, 15 (1935). pp. 260-267; and, most 
recent, Richard E. Greenleaf, "The Mexicaii Inqi~isition and the Masonic Movernent, 
1751-l82OW, Nou Mexico Historical Review (1969), 42, pp. 93.117. For British 
influence and relations: William Kaufmann, Biitish Policy and the Independence 
of Latin America, 1804-1828 (Yale Univ., 1951); the introduction by Sir Charles 
K. Webster to Britain and the Independence of Latin America (Oxford Univ., 
1944); and John Lynch, "British Policy and Spanish America, 1783-1808", lo~irnnl 
of Latin American Studies, 1 (1969), pp. 1-30. The classic study of French policy 
is W. S. Rohertson, Franca and Latin Ammican Indeoendence (Johns Hopkins 





faceted program, that under Charles 111 the royal policy in New 
Spain sprang from the desire to swell the Real Hacienda, from an 
increasing fear of England and, finally, as Richard Konetzke has 
documented, from the deeply-felt need "to make the colonies love 
the nation". ls Much light would be shed on reform and its ramifications 
in Mexico by comparative study with contemporary policy and activity 
in Spain. A brief survey, "La Reorganización Imperial en Hispano- 
américa, 1760-1810", Iberomanskt, (Stockholm), 4:1, (1969), pp. 1-36, 
by Magnus Morner, is our most recent and most balanced account, 
short but beautifully organized. 

Study to date, then, finds the predominating (Western) view is 
that Bourbon reforms, enlightened and autocratic, initiated largely 
under Charles 111 as an attempt at increased assertion of control, acted 
as catalysts but not originators of Mexican economic prosperity, as 
stimulants to social, cultural, and intrllectual change, demographic 
change and increase and, finally, as we shall see, to the development 
of a new revolutionary state of mind. The  reforms belong, in proper 
historical perspective, among the factors abetting change that would 
at  length prove conducive to movement toward independence. And it  
must be remembered, as Earl J. Hamilton, R. A. Humphreys, Stanley 
J. Stein, and Masae Sugawara remind us, that both reform and pros- 
perity were responses to an increasing European demand for products 
and markets. 

Political and economic history, then, largely centered on Spanish 
activity (or lack of it) nnder Charles 111, has yielded some underst- 

Ricardo Krebs Wilckens, E l  pensamiento histórico, político y económico del Conde 
de Campomanes (Santiago de Chile, 1960); José Loredo Aparicio, ed. and comp.. 
Jovellanos (México, 1946); José María Ots Capdequi, "Sobre la política económica 
y el régimen fiscal del Estado español en América al tiempo de la independencia", 
in homenaje a don Ramón Carande, (2  v, Madrid, 1963), 11, pp. 331-345; John 
H. R. Polt, "Jovellanos and his English Sources", Transactions of the American 
Philosophical Society, new series, 54 (1964); José Cepada Adhn, "La política ame- 
ricana vista por un cortesano de Carlos III", Anuario de Estudios Americanos, 21 
(1964), pp. 437487; Marcelo Bitar Letayf, "El conde de Campomanes y el comer- 
cio español con Indias", Cuadernos Hispanoamericanos, 205 (1967), pp. 91.97; 
and José Antonio Gbmez Marin, "La reforma agraria y la mentalidad ilustrada", 
ibid., 229 (1969), pp. 151-160. 

19 Richard Konetrke, "La condición legal de los criollos y las causas de indepen- 
dencia", Estudios Am&canos, 2 (1950), pp. 31-54. He cites the fiscales, Campo- 
manes and Floridablanca, of the royal muncil (el Consejo Extraordinario) in a 
session of March 5, 1768 (p. 45). 

20 Earl J. Hamilton, op. cit. (note 15); also his "Money and Economic Recovery 
in Spain under the First Bourbon, 1701-1746", lourna1 of Modem History, 15 
(1943), pp. 192-206, and War and Prices in Spain, 1651-1800 (Harvard Univ., 
1947); R. A. Humphreys, op. cit. (note 10); Stanley J. Stein, op. cit. (note 15) 
and, with Barhara H. Stein, The Colonial Heritage of Latin America: Perspectives 
on Emnomic Dependence (Oxford Univ., 1969). 



anding of what went on in Mexico in tlie later eigliteenth century. 
Until recently, however, while infusing the period witli shape and 
motion, sucli accounts gave little indication of interna1 vitality. In 
effect, they continucd to leave an impression of matcrial progress, 
abetted or hampered by Spansh policy, or botli, depending on the 
year, paralleling tlie emergence of a Mexican spirit. Tlius Justo Sierra, 
for example, in liis ebullicnt essay, Evolución Política del eueblo 
mexicano (Riléxico, 1900-l902), still tended to describe IVíexico in 
the eighteenth century as an organisin becoiiiing conscious of its 
personality. With cqual, if not greatcr, zest, José Vasconcelos, in Iiis 
Breve historia de México (Riléxico, 1937) stated that New Spain under 
Spain had been the most cultured a ~ i d  enliglitened of colonies until 
the advent of Cliarles 111, who "intcrrumpe el desarrollo nativo y crea 
problemas y situaciones nefastos". Vasconcelos returiied, neady f~i l l  
circle, to the outlook of Alamán and, oddly cnougli, looked forward 
at tlie same time to the argument of Alperovich. Sucli delightfully 
impressionistic characterizations of the eiglitecntli century as tliose of 
Sierra and Vasconcelos were to be niadc obsolete in tlie writing of 
the history of the 1700s, by the inniineiit wedding of the material and 
the spiritual. 

CULTURAL AND INTEUECTUAL HISTORY 

Since 1940 an increasing numher of historians, especially in Mexico 
itself, have come to consider of priniary historical irnportance not 
political and general institutional arraiigements so much as the pre- 
doniinating suppositions or commonly-held assumptions supporting 
such institutions in a given time and place. Especiallv do they seek to 
ascertain the goals and values common to a society or the more 
dominant segments of it; they assume politics and institutions in gene- 
ral to composc a superstructure rcarcd upon and supported by them. 
Political and cven economic history are scen as outcroppings jutting 
from the subsoil of ideology. 

According to this view, the intcllectual preoccupations of an era, 
are determinants of culture, responsible for setting social values, con- 
cerns, and goals. 

Whereas Mam posited an economic determinism derived - to vary 
a cliche -froin upending tlie Ilegelian concept of the dialectic- this 
school of historians appears closer in pliilosopliy to tlie original He- 
gelian idca that non-material (indeed for Hegel, spiritual) forces to 
a large extent shape present history and direct its future course. T o  
tliis school, tlien, politiwl and econoiiiic determinism occupy the 
same causative level. Both, in turn, are more products than producers 



of liistory. Instead, i t  is Iiow a society views itself and its relationship 
to its environment in time and through time the point of view it 
maintains as its predominant philosophy -or philosophies -and the 
alterations these undergo, that are tlie most important determining 
factors in the history of a community or social cntity. A concomitant 
notion, tlien, is that past history influences the making of present 
individual and collective decisions and thus also affects tlie future. 
In effect, this outlook has achieved a predominant position in the 
writing of Mexican history in the past 20 years and has been translated 
into an ongoing analysis of what earlier historians were content simply 
to personify as "tlie Mexicaii spirit". 

John Phelan, among others, has described how histoiy and pliiloso- 
phy have joined forces in the cominon endeavor "to discover tlie 
national ethos of the Mexican c ~ l t u r e " . ~ ~  Embracing cultural nation- 
alism as a subdivision of universalism, a group of scholars has adopted 
a position intrinsically humaiiistic and, like humanists of the six- 
teenth -and eighteenth- centuries, they assert, in Phelan's phrase, 
that "the historians' task is to illustrate how the past conditions and 
determines the range of alternatives for the future". Tliis idea O£ 

man as a decision-maker may well be .i subtle variatioii on an eigh- 
teenth-century comment on the great cliain of being, Voltaire's ob- 
servation that "Every effect evidently has its cause.. . but every cause 
has not its effect . . . Everytlinig is begotten, but eveiything does not 

21 P. 309, John L. Phelan, "México y lo Mexicano", HAHR, 36 (1956), pp. 
309-318. Also see Samuel Ramos, "Las Tendencias Actuales de la Filosofia en Mé. 
xico", (also in English) in Intellectual Trends in Latin America (Austin, 1945). 
pp. 44-65; Bernabé Navarro, "La Historización de Nuestra Filosofía", Filosofía y 
Letras, 18 (1949), pp. 263-280; Patrick Romanell, The Making of the Mexican 
Mind (Univ. o£ Nebraska, 1952); Hugo Díaz-Thome, "El mexicano y su historia", 
HM, 2 (1952), pp. 248-258; Julio Le Riverend, "Problemas de historiografia", HM, 
3 (1954), pp. 62-68; Luis González y Ganzález, "En tomo de la integración de la 
realidad mexicana", in homenaje a Silvio Zavala, Estudios Históricas Americanos 
(México, 1953). pp. 407-424; Luis Villoro, "The Historian's Task: tlie Mexican 
Perspective", in Archibald Lewis and Thomas F. M G a n n ,  cds., The Neiv World 
Looks at its History (Univ. of Texas, 1963), pp. 173-182; Edmundo O'Gorman, 
"La Revolución Mexicana y la Historiografía", in Seis Estudias Históricos de Tema 
Mexicano (Univ. Veiacriirana, 1960), pp. 203-220; and his "Tres etapas de la 
historiografia mexicana", Anuario de Historia (UNAM), 2, (1962), pp. 11-19; 
Arturo Amáiz y Frcg, "Mexican Historical Writing", in A. Curtis Wilgus, ed., The 
Caribbean: Mexico Today (Univ. of Florida, 1964), pp. 216-224; the more general 
essay by Arthur P. Whitaker, "'Ilie Enliglitenment in Spanish America", Proce- 
edings af the Arnerican Philosophical San'ety, 102: 6 (1958), pp. 555-559; and 
the autstanding collection of bibliographical essays published as HM. 15: 2-4 
(1966), "Veinticiiico afi«s de investigación histórica en Mhiico". Far philosophers 
seeking lo mexicano: Antonio Caso, México (Apuntamientos de cultura patria) 
(UNAM, 1943); José Caos, En torno a la filosofía ( 2  v, México, 1952); Silvio 
Zavala, Aproximaciones a la historia de México (México, 1953); and Francisco 
Larroyo, La filosofía americana: su razón y sin razón de ser (UNAM, 1958). 



beget".22 For us it has meant a new intcrest in the eighteenth century 
not simply negatively as the  time before the  revolution b u t  positively 
as a seedbed and transmission period of values and traditions specifi- 
cally Mexican. Wigbcrto Jiménez Moreno distinguislicd tliis new 
tendcncy as 

La de hincar el análisis sobre las ideas y los sentimientos, que sori, 
junto con las primeras necesidades, los verdaderos motores de los hechos. 
Esto, unido a un examen más certero de los factores económicos y socia- 
les, desplaza el centro de gravedad dc nuectros estudios, trayéndolos de 
la Iiistoria política hacia la historia cultural, y dc la mera narración de 
los sucesos, a la interpretación de lo que significan." 

Reiiewed iritercst in thc  non-material aspects of history, in culture 
and intellectual activity, has brouglit tlie cigliteenth century in to  great 
prominence. Pedro Henríquez-Urcíia what seerns long ago obsewed, 
"El siglo XVIII fue, dentro d e  los liniitcs impuestos por el régimen 
político d e  la Colonia, acaso el siglo d e  mayor esplendor intelectual 
autóctono que  ha tcnido México". 2' More receiitly, our pcriod has 
come into favor with a broadcr range of scliolars wlio, wlietlier con- 
cerned witli thc  histoiy of pliilosophy or tlic philosophy of history 
take a Collinpood-like stance and contribute to botli fields simul- 
taneously." Precurrors of tliis tendcncy in historical thought include 
not onlv historiaris of literature sucli as Henríquez-Ureña, Francisco 
~ i m e n t c l ,  José María Vigil, Luis G. Urbina, Julio Jiménez Rueda, 
Carlos González Peíia and Alfonso Rtyes, but  also historians of art 
and arcliitcctirre sucli 1s Manuel Toiissaiiit, Manuel Romero de Te- 
rreros, and Francisco d e  la Maza, of philosophy such as Emeterio 
Valverde y Téllez, aiid of acadeinic culture, notably John T a t e  Lan- 
ning. 26 

22 From his Philsophical Doctionnry iii Tlie W o r k s  of Voltaire, translated by 
T. Smollett (Paris, 1901). 

?a P 455: XVi~Iiertn lim6iiez Morcno. "50 Aíios de Historia Mexicana", H M ,  
- , . , , - , , ,- . . . , . , , . 

24 Citcd by B. Navarro, op. cit. (note 2 2 ) ,  p. 268. 
-'.Sce R. G. Colline\voad, "IIuman hTature and Human IIistory" (1936), in 

The Idea of Hütory ( 6 c w  York,  19563, pp. 205~230 .  
26 Ser Manuel Toiissaiiit, A ~ t e  coloriial eii México (Mexico, 1948); Pal Krle- 

me", Baroque mid Rocaco iii Latin America (Ncw York, 1951); George Kuhler 
2nd M. Soria, Art and Architecture in Spnin and Portugal and their A~nerican Do- 
rninioiis, 1500-1800 (Lnndon, 1959); Pedro Hcnriqiicz Urefia, "Las traducciones y 
paráfrasis en la literatura mexicana de la época de independencia (1800-1821)", Ana- 
les del Museo Nacional de Arqueología, Historia y Etnología (ser. 3), 5 (1913). pp. 
51-64, 379-381; Diccionado de Escritores Mexicanos (UNAM, 1967); Emeterio 
Valverde y TCllez, Bibliografía Filosófica Mexicana (México, 1907), and his Critica 
Filosófica y Estudio Bibliográfico y Cdtico de los Obras de Filosofia (México, 1904); 
John Tate Lanning, Academic Culture in the Sponish Colonies (New York, 1940), 



Bernabé Navarro has traced an upsurg: of monographs approaching 
the Mexican past in this fashion and insinting on the cultural im- 
portance of the eighteenth century to 1940 when José Gaos began 
in a seminar a t  the Colegio de México to investigate tlie most im- 
portant intellectual themes relating to Mexico, when México y la 
Cultura, including chapters by Silvio Zavala and Samuel Ramos a p  
peared, when Antonio Caso published a trendsetting article on luan 
Benito Díaz de Gamarra y Dávalos, the eighteenth century educator 
and eclectic, and wlien Gabriel Méndez Plancarte began his seminar 
on Mexican philosophy and history in the Seminario Tridentino. 
In 1941 Méudez Plancarte puhlished his Humanistas del siglo XVIII; 
the followin~ year La historia de la filosofía en México by Samuel 
Ramos appeired. 2T 

In that same year of 1942, a group of scholars in the United States, 
in a slim volume, Latin America and the Enlightenment edited by 
Arthur P. Whitaker, expressed recognition of the importance for al1 
Spanish Amenca of that great cultural trend of the eighteenth century, 
the Enlightenment. Seeking to allay for al1 time the notion that 
Spain kept Latin America enfolded in obscurantism and oppression, 
thev discussed asDects of the official and unofficial introdnction of 

~ -~~.-. ~~-~ -.-. ~. -- 
enlightened ideas,'particularly the emphasis on useful knowledge, from 
various European countries, and presented evidence of their dissemin- 
ation throughout Latin Arnaica. 

Monelisa Lina Pérez-Marchand, in Dos etapas ideológicm del siglo 
XVIII en México a través de los +peles de la Inquisición (Colegie 
de México, 1945) corroborated through a study of Inquisition records 
that enlightened notions had indeed spread throughout Mexico by 
the latter part of the eighteenth century. In the previous year, Ma- 
riano Picón-Salas beautifully resumeyed and depicted within his work 
on colonial culture, D e  la Conquista a la Independencia (México, 
1944) the fabric of intellectual life in Mexico in the late viceregal 
period. These two books carried into the writing of history proper the 
thesis of Ramos that in the late eighteenth century in Mexico as in 
Europe a new philosophy, indeed ideology, came to challenge the 
older established one, and tliat some of the best minds in Mexico 
forsook the world view dominant since the Conquest to emhrace the 
new truth. 

Problems remained of definition, of origins, of when and how the 

his earlier "La Real y Pontifical Universidad de Mexico y los preliminares de la In- 
dependencia", Universidad de Mdxico, 2: 9 (1936), pp. 3-4; and, most recent. 
"Tradition and the Englightenrnent in the Spanish Colonial Universities", Iournal of 
World History, pt. 4 (1967); David Mayagoitia, Ambiente Filosófico de In Nueva 
Espuria (Mkxico, 1946). 

27 Navarro, op. cit. 



Enlightenment was introduced and devcloped in Mexico, and of how 
it affected suhsequent history, notably :he independence movements. 
Among thc earliest of such monographic studies were those bv Agus- 
tín Millares Carlo wbo recognized the importance of the writings of 
tlie Galician Benedictine monk, Benito Cerónimo Feijóo y hloiite- 
negro, aiid especially of his Teatro crítico universal (9 v. Madrid, 
1739) in transporting thc 'Enliglitenmcnt from France to Spain, in 
niarrying Frericli (and Englisli) rationalism to religious ortliodoxy, 
and so in producing an eclectic blcnd of Catliolocism with the critical 
s p i ~ i t . ~ ~  Enlightened riotions, wrapped iii eclecticisin, then travelled 
from Spain to Mexico, where tliey reniaiiied associated witb Feijóo's 
name and with Catholicism. 

A privatc printing of Victoria Junco's Ganmrra o el ec lec t icho  en 
México (bléxico, 1944) and an edition of a sclection OS Gamarra's 
writings, Trdados (UNAM, 1947) by José Gaos established that 
advocate of Feijóo's eclecticism as the principal introducer OS modern 
or cnlightencd pliilosophy in Mexico. Bernahé Navarro siihsequently 
summarizcd the contribution of Gamarra in a critical essay introducing 
his translation of Gamarra's Elementos de filosofía moderno, vol. 1 
(UNAM, 1963). 

Ramos had mentioned not only Gamarra's work but the contri- 
butions of certain young crcole Jesuits to Mexican philosopliy. Na- 
varro, in Lo introducción de la filosofía moderno en México (Colcgio 
de México, 1948) discusscd the modern concepts emhedded in some 
of the cursis philosophicus that denoted the content of courses in 
philosopliy, tauglit in the resuit colegios, by individual members of the 
order. His work spaiied the period hetween Feijóo and Gamarra, put- 
ting back enliglitenment in México to at least mid-centuiy and find- 
ing the "modern" outlook to have been an ongoing one within the 
country. 

Moilographs and articles published during the 1950s described 
nunierous individual and social manifatations of enlightened con- 
cepts, thus drawing attention to the more popular modes of acceptance 
of the new currents of thougth. Pablo González Casanova in the first 
issue of Ilütoria inexicana (Colegio de Mtxico, 1951) commented on 
the appearance in tbe late 1700s of popular satire containing advanced 
"philosophical" notions, then expanded his findings into a book, 
literatura perseguida en la crisis de la colonia (Colegio de México, 

28 Agustín RIiIlarcs Carlo "Feijóo en América", Cuadernos Americanos, 3 (1944). 
pp. 139.160; his Dos Disniisas de Feijóo sobre América (México, 194 i ) ,  and his 
editian af 'eijoo's Teaho Crítico Univcrsd (Madrid, 1923-1925). Also Caspard 
Delpy, L'Espdgne et I'espiit emopeen: I'aeuwe de Fcijóo (Paris, 1936), and for 
ather eclrctic irnpartations: María del C. Rovira, Eclécticos portugueses del siglo 
xviir y dgunns de sus influencia en América (México, 1958). 



1958). Hencefonvard Historia maticana printed a number of outstand 
ing contributions to eighteenth century history. 

Juan Hernández Luna had earlier edited selections from the writ- 
ings of [osé Antonio Alzate (México, 1945). Rafael Moreno now 
discussed Alzate as a prime propagandist for the new ideas concerning 
educational reform and in an article appearing a decade later, for 
the importance of the natural and phisical sciences. In the same 
period, Xavier Tavera Alfaro edited a number of tlie writings of this 
admirer of Gamarra and Mexican savant of encyclopedic interests. 30 
As intellectual and cultural innovation were discerned, Jesús Reyes 
Heroles, in the first volume of El liberalismo mexicanc (3  v, UNAM, 
1957-1961) and Francisco López Cámara, in Lo génesis de la con- 
ciencia liberal en México (Colegio de México, 1954) reminded read- 
ers of a continuation of liberal ideas predating the Enlightenment 
by pointing to the liberalism, also descried by Ramos and Méndez 
Plantarte, inherent in the Spanish and Mexican traditions of Christian 
humanism. 

By the 1960s, in Estudios de la historio de la filosofía en México 
(UNAM, 1963), Rafael Moreno could contribute an essay summar- 
izing much of this research. Bernabé Navarro had accumulated suf- 
ficient data to postulate, beyond the emergence of a modern philosophy, 
the appearance of a Cultura mexicana moderna en el siglo XVIII 
(UNAM, 1964). Mexican history had come n long way since the 
days when Riva Palacio and Justo Sierra wrote airily of a Mexican 
spirit progressing toward Iiberty. 

Yet subseqnent thought and study has not proved them wrong. 
Leopoldo Zea, in América como conciencia (México, 1951) had dis- 
cerned during the course of the viceregal period the emergence of a 
particularly American self-awareness expressed by Mexican creoles. 
Earlier, Millares Carlo had noted the influence on creole attitudes 
of Feijóo's insistence on considering America as a geographical and 
cultural entity distinct from Spain. Millares Carlo also translated from 
Latin into Castilian an early manifestation of creole particularism or 
criollismo, the 1755 edition of the Prólogos de la Biblioteca Mexicana 
of Juan José de Eguiara y Eguren (México, 1944 rev.ed., Maracaibo, 
1963). Juan Hernández Luna then characterized Eguiara y Eguren 
as "El iniciador de la historia de las ideas en México" (Filosofía 

29 Rafael Moreno, "Alzate, Educador ilustrado", HM, 2 (1953). pp. 389; and 
his "La concepcibn de ciencia en Alzate", HA4, 13 (1964), pp. 346-378; also see his 
earlier, "Josk Antonio Alzate y la fisolofía de la Ilustracibn", MemoMl y RIvisia 
de la Academia Nacional de Ciencias, 57 (1952), pp. 55-84. For Bartolache: Las 
exámenes universitarios del doctor losé Ignacio Bmtolache en 1772 appcared in 
print (México, 1948) illustrating reawakened interest in Alzate's cnlightened contem- 
pO*ary. 

m Xavier Tavera Alfaro, op. cit. (note 7 ) .  



y Letras, 25 [1953], pp. 65-80), wliile Beriiabé Navarro pointed out 
how tlie Biblioteca came to aritten to defend "La cultura mexicana 
frente a Europa", (HM, 3 (1954), pp. 547-561). Articulate crioll¿.zmo, 
t l i q  concluded, emcrgcd as a rcactioii to European slurs and gachupiii 
pretensions and as a grouing creole pride in the Rlexican patriu. 

Luis González y Goiizález (1948) explained ho\v thc interaction 
of this sentiment of coi~ciciicia de si with cnliglitenecl iiotioris stirnu- 
latcd tbc growth and Iiardening among a iiumber of articulate Mexi- 
caiis of a seiise of national i d ~ n t i t y . ~ ~  Tlie patriotic aiid anti-gachupín 
outlook latent iii criollismo gaiiied forni and direction from tlie 
enlightened emphasis on iiatiorial sovercignty and, a h v e  al], from tlie 
prinie charactcristic of the movcnient, tlie spirit of optimism. Literate 
creoles, González y Go~izálcz stated, sliared a fecling of iiationalistic 
optimism. Iii the work of Eguiara y Egurcii, Alzate, tiie creole Jesuits, 
aiicl other articulate Mexicans he  discerned a chain or, better, a net 
of iiiter-related concepts and attitudcs forming aii iiitellectual con- 
tinuuni from the ideas of enlightened creoles to thoughts of national 
autonomy. José Miranda, iii Las ideas y l a  instituciones política m- 
x i c a m  (México, 1952) described the (13rgely latentj political content 
of this continuum. 

A central point to González y González was the impetus the visit 
(sponsored by Charles IV)  and writings of Alexander von Humboldt 
gave to creole optimism. Tliis too was a theme developed by José 
Miranda iii Humboldt y México (UNAM, 1962). Miranda succinctly 
summarized how enlightcned trends preceded Humboldt to Mexico, 
how he served as a catalyst to catain notioiis; especially did he fan a 
ereolc spirit of self-help and aid thro~igh inculcating in Mexicans 
a pride in tlieir national resources and an inflated confidence in the 
potential of their countly. 

31 Luis González y Gonzálei., "El optimismo nacionalista comn factor de la inde- 
pendencia de México", in Estudios de historiografía mmicana (Colegio de MCxic0, 
19481, pp. 155-215; rahn L. Phelan, "Nco-Artccisrn in the Eightcenth Century 
2nd tlie Genesis of hlexican Pzationalisrn", in Stinlcy Diamnnd, ed., Culture in 
History. Essays in honor of Paiil Radin (Columbia Univ., 1960). See also F. López 
Cámara and X. Tasjera Alfaro, op. cit.; Francisco Lanuyo, "El movimiento de 
independencia. Las influcncias educativas", Excalsior (Mexico City), May 10, 1953; 
Rafael Moreno, "La crcación de la nacionalidacl inexicana", HM, 12 (1963). pp. 
531~551; 2nd Jorge Alberto Manrique, "El pesimismo como factor de la independen- 
cia de MCrica", in Escritos en honienaje a Edmundo O'Goman, Conciencid y 
Autenticidad Históricas (UNAM, 1968), pp. 177.196. 

a2 Sce also Carlos Pcrcyra, Humboldt en América (Madrid, 1917); Juan A. Ortega 
y hfcdina, 1Iumboldt desde México (UNAhf, 19601, Marianne O de Bopp, et al, 
Ensayos sobre Humboldt (UNAM, 1962); Catalina Sierra, El -'miento de Mé- 
xico (UNAM, 1960), analyzes some of the consequences of this over~optimism. 
blost rccent: Manfred Kossok, "Alejandro de Homboldt y el lugar histórico de la 
revolución de independencia latinoame~icana", in Festschrift fur Alexdnde~ von 



Commitment to, indeed outsized faith in, material progress e x m -  
plified an increasing secularization of thought. Yet this does not 
mean tliat a secular culture evolved, but only a more secular mood. 
Througliout the eighteentli ceiitury, too, churclinieii remaiiied a do- 
minant factor in cultural and intellectual life. When proponents of 
moderñ philosophy confronted supporters of traú'itional ortliodoxy, as 
Pablo González Casanova has sliown iii E l  misoneísmo y la moder- 
nidad cristiano en el siglo XVIII (Colegio de México, 1918) they most 
often did so from witliin tlie Cliurcli. 

For tlie most part, as Farriss and otliers llave poiiitecl out, modern- 
ism in rcligion was espoused by certain membrers of tlie lower clergy 
and particularly of tlie Franciscan, Jesuit and hlercedarian ordcrs. 33 

O n  the otlicr Iiand, aniong this sort of cliurchrncn were also to be 
found wliat may have heen the ovenvlielming inajority of misoneístas. 
Certainly the modcrns, what ever their number. proved to be a voci- 
ferous miiiority, as Iias so often bccn the case with tlic Party of tlie 
Future. Scliolarly fascinatioii witli tlic Jesuits, especiaily, has shed 
light on tlie content of tliis modern or enliglitened niovement, on 
Bourbon regalisni, o11 popular rcaction to Bourboii innovation, and on 
the climate of opinion, both elitist aiid popular, fouiicl in Mexico 
througliout our periocl. 

Ranios found moderiiisin first apparent among a small group of 
young creole Jesuits who considered "tlie tcacliings of scholasticism 
not in accord real life". Méndez Plantarte obsewed a new mo- 
dern spirit, united witli a revitalized huinanisiii, iii tlieir dcsire to 

IIunboldt (Bcrlin, 1969), pp. 27-51, wlierein Ilumboldt is discussed as cliam- 
pioning thc social and political emaiicipation of colonial peoples. 

Also see, for tlie continuation of Eguiara y Eguren's work, A. Millares Carlo, 
"Don los6 Rlarianu Heristiin de Soura y su Biblioteca Hisfianoameiicana Septen- 
triond' ,  Inter-American Revieii, of Bibliography, 16 (1966). pp. 20~57; and Beris- 
táin, ap. cit. (note 7 ) .  

UFarriss, w. cit. Sce nlso Manucl Jiiii6ncz Fcrnández, El concilio í V  Pro- 
vincial Mejicano (Sevillc, 1939); Mariano Cuevas, S. J., Ifistoria de la Iglesia en 
México ( 5  v, El Paso, Teras, 1928); JosC Bravo Ugarte, "El clero y la indipen- 
dencia.. .!', Abside, 5 (1941), pp. 612-630; ibid., 7 (1943), pp. 406~409; Félix 
Alvarez Bruii, "La ilustración, la expulsión de los jesuitas, y la independencia de 
Ainfrica", Cuaderrios Anrericanos, 17 (19581, pp. 148.167; Karl Schmitt, "Thc 
Clergy and tlir Enlightenrnent in Latin America: an analysis", The Americas, 15 
(1959), pp. 381-391; and his "Thc Clergy 2nd thc Independencc of New Spain", 
HAHR, 34 (1954), pp. 289-312; Elías Martínez, "Los franciscanos y la indepen- 
dencia de Mhico", Abside, 24 (1960), pp. 129-166; and Michael P. Costeloe, 
Chuvh  Wealtli i i ~  Mexico (Carnbridge Univ., 1968). For an outstanding exception, 
an enlightened liishop (elect) critica1 of rnaiiy roya1 policies: Lillian E. Fislier, 
Chaiiipion of ReJorm: Manuel Abad y Queipo (Ncw York, 1955) and Secretaría 
de Educación Pública, Estudios de Abad y Queipo (Menica, 1947). For one disaf- 
fected Franciscan; Ernesto de la Torre Villar, "Fray Vicente de Santa María y su 
Relación histórica", in Esnitos en homenaje a Edmundo O'Gorman, Conciencia y 
Autenticidad Históricas (UNAM, 1968), pp. 365-398. 



reforiii educatioii, aiid instill Rlcxicaiis ~vit l i  iisefiil knowledge and 
tlius ti] proiiiote iiiaterial aiid social progress. 

IIerc was disccriicd aii indigcrious \rariet\, iif tlic Enlighteiimeiit 
appxcii t  beforc tlic tlicii coiiiinoiily--acccl>ted date of its iiitroduction, 
tlic 1760s. Ilnligliteniiieiit, tlieii, did not originate in Mexico as a 
l~yprodiict of the  rcfor:iiiiig tciidciicies of thc ministcrs aiid officials 
of Cliorlcs 111. Ir1 ediiiiig sdcctioiis coiiceriiiiig tlic rcfoimirig Jcsuits 
n.ritt<ii 1 ilicir coiitciiipoi-aria. Jiiari 1.uis 2f:iiiciro aiid Vaiiuel 
Iialxi, neriiabi. Navarro iii Vidas d e  iiieuicnr~oi ildstres del siglo XVIII 
(UNA\I, 1956), 1)y cxtracting coiici-ete exniiiplcs of tlieir exrlv acti- 
vilies, indicated 1icinz llafacl Caiiipor, Agustíii I'ahlo Castro,'Javier 
Clnvijcro. l)icgr~ JosC Abad, aiicl ~ r i n c i s c o  Javier Alegre souglit to 
reiiii-ii to tlie classics iii literaiure, tlic azritiiigs of tlie cliurcli fatliers 
aricl grcat sclinolinen iii tlic«log!~, aiicl l o  replace di?putatiori and 
scliolastic iiiclliod iri l>lii!osopliy witli tlic tciicts of rntionalism 
aiid critica1 anal\~sis. rlll cxliil~ited ciic~clopcdic intcrests. 3~leiiibers of 
tlic gioii l~ explorxl laiiguagcs, tlic iiatural aiid evact scitnces, Iiistory, 
ai;d archaeology-, Cai i i l io  foriiiii!ated a plaii to increase the l>opiilation 
of liis iiative regio11 of Sinalna. 'l'licy Iiid aii eiiliglitciiecl faitli iii tlic 
a b i l i i ~  of h~fcxicans througli use of individual reasoii, if wcll-educated, 
to cl;:irigc an<l bcttcr lifc o11 eartli. Ceiard Dccoriiic, in Ln Obra de 
los jesuitas niesic<ziios diiruilte ln ¿poc<l r~o!oriial ( 2  v, hltuico, 1941) 
aiicl l?clfiiia Es~iicr~ilda 1,ópcz Sarrelaiiguc, iii Los colegios jesuitas 
dc la Niiev<i Esixiíu~ (hléuico, 1941), notcd tliat F r a n c i ~ o  Ceballos, 
tlic ciiliglitciied l'ro\,iiicial of tlie Ordcr iii hlexico, liad plarinecl t o  
iiistitiite a rsforiii of rnet!iod aiid ciirriciil~iiii iii Jcsuit colcgios on 
tlie evc oC cupiilsioii. 

Scliulai-l!. iiitcrcst iri tlic cxl>ulsioii itsclf Iias cstablislicd the  exis- 
tciicc :iiicl si\ cii soiiic iiidicatioii of tlie ii:iturc of popular disaffcction 
in 1767. :lccoiints by Orozco y ncrra :iiid Priestlcy relying ori tlie 
rcport iif JosC d e  Gálv-z ( l i 7 1 ) ,  dociiiiiciits published by JorL TO- 
ribio hlediiia. Alariaiii! C u c u s  aiid Bratriz Riimírez Caiiiaclio, ari 
articlc by Ricliarcl Koiictrke, as weil ns otlicr sourccs, dcscribc popular 
rcactiori l o  tlie ro!al orclcr as n.idcsprcad, l>rocccdi~ig froiii iiiitial 
sliock to siihscqueiit expressioii raiigiiig from rcsigried amazcrneiit to 
orer rcbelliori. AIcxicans nzitiicssed tlic rigorous inancr of espulsion, 

34 Scc J<i$i \l;iri;iii<i Divil;, y :lrrill:ig:i, Coniiriii<lcióii dc la Historia de la Com- 
fiifiia <le rcsíIs i>iz Vtmrii Espa6~1. . . ( 2  vi Piicbla, 1899). OIOZCO y Bi i r i ,  Domina- 
ción . . . o/>. cit., aiid Pricstlcy, op. cit. Jos6 Toril~io hlcdiiia, Noticius Rio~Biblio- 
gráficits de Iris Jesiiitos ex/iuls<is de A,,iiiica mi 1767 (Saritiago dc Cliilc, 1914); 
hkiriani, C U C V ~ S ,  S. J., cd.. Tes<iios lloc~iiiieiitni<is de México, siglo X ~ I I I .  Friego 
Zelis, Ciaiijeio (México, 1944); Beatriz kiniircr Caniaclio, "Breve relación sobre la 
cxpulsiáii de los jesiiikas de Nueva Espaíia". BAGN, 7 (1966), pp. 875-890; Alberto 
Pradraii y Avilés, La cxpuisidn de los Jcsuitm de las i5rovincW~ de Sonara, Osfimuri 



the secrecy, speed, and severity with which the government shipped 
out even the old and the infirm. Many Mexicans of al1 segments 
of society expressed a sense of loyalty to schoolmasters, local priests, 
friends, relatives and even, in some regions, to the Jesuits as repre- 
sentatives of roya1 government. For al1 these reasons the expulsion 
became an ongoing syinbol of al1 grievances against the Spanisli autho- 
rities. In addition, events attendant upon the banishment signified 
adverse reaction to the! Bourbon reform program in general and 
attested to tlie basically conservative nature of the Mexican populace. 

Certainly from the late eighteenth century to today, publication 
of works written by Jesuits in exile is indicative of (and contributes 
to) ongoing interest in the problem of jesuit influence in Mexico. 
Bustamante edited and published not only Cavo's history but also an 
edition of the Historia de la Compañí~  de /es5 en Nueva España 
of Francisco Javier Alegre (México, 1841-1842). García Icazbalceta 
translated tlie life of Alegre by Fabri from Latin iiito Castilian. In 
1871 a list of expelled Jesuits compiled by Rafael de Zelis was printed. 
José Mariano Dávia y Arrillaga wrote a Continuación de la Historia 
de la Compañía de / e d s  en Nueva España del P. Francisco ravier 
Alegre ( 2  v, Puebla, 1888-1889). Rafael Landívar's Rmticatio Mexi- 
cana Iias heen translated into Castilian and had several Mexican 
editions. Most outstanding, and most widely known and read, is of 
course the Storia Antica de Messico (Cesena, 1780-81) of Clavi- 
jero. 35 

Tliese writings demonstrate how earlier tendencia became intensified 
and channelled in exile into protestations of Mexican ~atriotism and 
national identiy. Maneiro and Fabri list the works and interest of 
this group while in Italy. Al1 appear to have been devotees of the 

y Sinaloa en 1767 (México, 1959); Konctzke, op. cit. (note 19), and Peggy K. 
Korn, "Contributious of the Jesiiits to Mexican Nationalism", (unpublished ms.). 

35 The most scholarly translation of Francisco Javier Alegre is Historia de la 
Pro~incia de la Compañía de Jesús de Nuwa España ( 4  v, Rome, 1959-1960), edited 
by Ernest J. Biims, S. J. and Félix Zubillaga, S. J. Garcia Icazbalceta's translation 
of Manuel Fabñ's life of Alegre from Latin to Castilian appears in his Obras, vol. 
4, pp. 180-184. Spanish translations of Rafael Landivar's Rusticatio Mexicana, one 
by Federico Escobedo and another by Ignacio Loureda, were first published in 
Mexico in 1924. Reputedly best is the prose version by Octaviano Valdés, Por los 
Campos de México (Mexico, 1941). Also see Jorge A. Ruedas de la Serna, "Un 
poema desconocido del P. José Julián Parreño, Jesuita expulso en 1767", BAGN. 
7 (1966), pp. 863-874; Ignacio Osario R., "Diego José Abad, bibliografía", Bo- 
letín de la Biblioteca Nacioiial, 14 (1963), pp. 71-97; Justino Fernández, "Pedro 
José Márquez cn el recuerdo y en la nitica", Anales del Instituto de Investigaciones 
Esteticas (UNAM), 8 (1963). pp. 5-20. For early bibliography of Clavijero see 
Luis González Obregón, El Abate Francisco Javier Clmiijero. Noticios bio.bibliográ- 
Feas (Marico, 1927); Rubén Carda, Bio-Bibliografía del Historiador Francisco 
Javier Clmiijero (México, 1931). 



Alexican Virgcii de Guadalul>e. Exteiisivc scliolarly interest in Clavi- 
jero, iii particular, corroborates the importaiice of these Jesuits. Anto- 
nelli Gerhi, José Miranda, Julio le Rivercnd Brusoiie, and Víctor 
Rico Gonzálcz present Clavijero as a soriiewhat enlightened creole 
iiitent oii dcfendiiig Iiis Mexicaii patria aricl its ancierit cultures against 
European detractors. Luis Villoro and Cliarlcs E. Konaii, S.]., write 
of Iiim as a great indigenista. Jolin Phclan lilaced tlie Jesuit among 
tliose aiitliors wlio cxtolled tlie ancicnt iiidigeiious civiliwtions as the 
classical antiquity of tlic Alcxican creoles. Gloria Grajales inclnded 
cxccrpts froiii Clavigcro's writiiigs in Iier study of h~acionalismo inci- 
piente en los historúrdores coloniales (UNA\?, 1961). His work is 
an example, then, of an aristocratic and eiiliglitened criollismo emhrac- 
ing a sense of kíexicari cultural nationalisin at odds with the Spanish 
tradition. 

Thcse Jesuit exiles inaintained ties nitli Ncw Spairi; tlicir writings 
liad an inmediate impact witliin the countn. hlaneiro aiicl Fabri note 
tliat crcole corporations supported Jesuit litera. activities. Cavo wrote 
Iiis l i i s t o ~  at thc hehest of tlie ayuntaniierito of h4exico City. The 
rector aiid univasity claustro uodcnvrote distrihution of Clavijero's 
history to distinguished persoiis iii tlie capital. Alzate eiilogized it, as 
did tlie viceroy, Reriiardo de Galvez. Gamarra wrote a Latin prologue 
to tlie poeni Musa Ainericam by Abad, puhlished anonymously in 
Rfadrid in 1769. Clavijero's h i s t o ~  and Landivar's poeni were said 
to be in the library of Miguel IIidalgo y Costilla. With good reason 
Navarro emphasized tlic role played by tlicse Jcsuits iu iiitroducing 
aricl continuing a revolutio~i iii tlic climate of opinion. 

Ramos, Pirez Rdarchand, and Goiizález Casariova are among tliose 
wlio have iridicated tliat, paradoxically ciioiigli, tlie intellectual pre- 
mises predicated by tlie moderns rcceivcd impetus tliereaftcr iii part 
as a rcsi~lt of tlie removal of their proponents. Iri tachiiig and preach- 
iiig, tliey note, tlic Jesilits had Iong bccii a modcrating force *con- 
ciling old aiid new, if seekiiig to inodify !et inteiit upori upliolding 
traditiorial valucs and insititutions. After them, is thc im~lication, tlie 

sa Aiitonrllo Gcrlii, Viejas Poléniicas sobre el Nuevo Mundo (3-d., Lima, 
1943), and Iiis Disputas del nuevo niundo (México, 1949); Josi. Miranda, "Clavijero 
eii la Ilustraci6n iiiericaiia", Cuadernos Atnericanos, 5 (1946). pp. 180-196; Julio 
Lc Rivcrend Brusone, "La His:oria Antigua de Afbico dcl Padrc Francisco Javier 
Clavijero", in Estudios de Historingiafía de la Nueva Es/iaña (Colcgio de Menico, 
19451, pp. 293-321; Víctnr Rico GonzBlcz, Historiadores Mexicanos del Siglo xvrir 
(UN.\M, 1949); Luis Villoro, Los grandes rn:nnentos del indigenisino en México 
(Merico 1950); niid Iiis "La naturaleza ainericaiia en Clavijero", Ln Palabra y el 
IIonthrc (Oct.-Dic. 1963), pp. 5$3-550; Charles Edward Roiiaii, S. J., "I'rancisco 
Javier [Mariaiio] Cla\,ijeio (1731-1787)", in the forthcoming vol. 12 of The Band- 
book of Middlc American Indians; Pliclon, "Neo~Aztecisrn", op. cit. (note 31); 
Francisco de la Maza, El Guadaliipanismo mexicano (Mexico, 1953). 



intellectual climate tended to polarize. Post hoc ergo propter hoc? 
Or was tlic steady liand gone from tlie idcological tiller in New Spain? 
This Corpus of studies gives evidcnce that mkoneiitas and proponents 
of secular education found less aiid less meeting ground. In education 
the Jesuits were committed to maintain the Thomistic balance between 
temporal and spiritual; the expulsion left education to less adroit 
maestros. Gamarra although avowedly orthodox iii his writings was 
exceedingly cluiiisy, or a t  least insufficiently adept, if such was his 
purpose, a t  propounding a philosophy rcconciling temporal progress 
with the traditional static worldview perpctuated iii scliolastic thought. 
A secular and aiiti-autlioritarian spirit infused tlie periodicals edited 
by Alzate and the doctor of medicine and matliematician, José Ignacio 
Bartolaclie. Alzate ancl Bartolache were Jcsuit-educated, as were most 
of the creoles wlio attriided scliool. Alzate was a priest. Iii Mexico 
City Revillagigedo, in accord with enlightciied ecoiioinic and social 
po!icics, encouraged periodicals and tlie teaching of usefiil knonledge 
Intendants and e~iliglitened clcries did the same thing in rcgioiial 
centcrs. Alainán wrotc of Jesuit colegios now, under govcrninent 
sponsorship, become secular institutions iristilling iii crcole studcnts 
al1 sorts of "useful" information and little respect for traclition. 
Did tlie governiiieiit zealously Iiack away a t  its own ideological 
undcrpinnings? 

Fiirther, was tlie Bourbon administration in good part responsible 
aftcr al1 for the introduction of enlightened iiotions? Campoy, Castro, 
Alegre and Clavijcro r e d  copies of Feijóo, and other eclectics, belong- 
ing to their peniwlare fatliers, al1 of wliom lield adiniiiistrative 
positions in the governmeiit. W e  should investigate the fathers o£ 
these Jesuit fatliers. 

The young moderns, tlien, were forerunners of relatively aristocratic 
and extremcly (in relation to total population) small groups of creole 
devotees of enlightenment, in centcrs througliout Mexico, wbo con- 
sidered it important, and fashionahle, to be in the ii~tellcctiial van- 
guard. They found in enlightened ideology aii alteriiative to the 
traditional doctrina still dominant in h?exico. Modernism was liot 
so widesprcad as it was iii Fraiice, for exainple, but it was there. 
And aniong the ovenvlicliriing majority of thosc who were enlighten- 
ed, intellectual revolution preceded liope for econoiiiic and social 
advancement. Notions of independence from Spain, as opposed to 
freedom from Spanisli governors, often came late among the moderns 
and in many cases probably not at all. Here we need to look further 
into the social milieu aiid political attitudes of such iipstanding enl- 
ightencd creole supporters of the Estahlisliment as Gamboa, León 
y Gama, and \7elázquez de León, men IIurnboldt lauded as superior 
in scientific acumen to the now much better known Alzate. W i a t  



of tliat acqunintance o€ Hiiriil>o!dt, tlie enlightened lo.alist, José 
hlarlaiio Rcristiiii de Souza? Miguel Ila~iios Arizpe, ton, i i i foms us 
of Iiom eiiligliteiied crcolcs could as late as 1812 cliiig to tlie clream of 
autonoiiiy a i th in  the  enipire. 

A r3piil survcy, then. finds thcse few cnliglitcncd Jesiiits belongiog 
to aii intellcctual aiid profersional crcolc clite, in influencc out of al1 
proportioii to tlieir numhcrs. Jt iiidicat<:s furtlier tliat to spcak of the 
Enliglitcnmcnt iii h l c u i c ~ ~  is to riiean a limitcd ~~liciioineiioii, a gloss 
orerlaying a rery different popular culiiirc. Tlic iniportaiice of idcas, 
tlie degrce to wliicli tliey determine eveiits, Iio\vevcr, does not neces- 
sarily corrolate proportionatclv witli tlicir common acceptance. Mo- 
rcover. it is becoming evrr clcarer tliat one enlightened principie, the 
rcst for iii~iovition, prnvides the  strorigest link between Enlighten- 
rnciit and rerolution. Otlicr eiiligliteiied conccpts soccecdcd i i i  turn- 
ing creolc thoriglit to active civil respnnsibilitr, to commoii cause 
\vitli fellow-iiilial~itants of Mexico, b;if- it was tlie sliattering of the  
moral tic to Sliain I>v tlic clenial of tlie v:i!iie of ctcriinl saiiiencss in 
the  teniporal s11hcrc tllat alln~vcd cnliglitcncd crcolc kaders of tlie 
rnovcnient for iiidependciice to justif? tlicir defcction and co:iserva- 
tivcs to rcbel iri an atternpt to restore tlic old order. Perliaps Sir J2c\sir 
Namier was riglit; tliat aftcr all, "ncw idcas are iiot so potent as 
brokcn Iial~its". :" 

h n d ,  as I.uis Villoro reeently said, tlic Iiistonl of idcas "sólo puede 
tciier sentido si lar ideas se  cstodian como eupresioiir?~ c iiistrrimentoi 
utilizados por liornlires concretos cn dcterrninaclas situacioiies rcalcs". 
Oric of our iriost importarit tasks now is tn connecl idea? \vitli tlicir 
indiridiiai proponciits i n d  to scrutinirc tliese individuals in relatioii 
t o  tlieir social iililicii. \VIiat I~etÍcr iiidividual figure t o  hc,@n \\-ith 
tlian hliguel Hidalgo 1. Costilla, nhose foriiiativc ycars spaii our l~eriod, 
aiid \rlio su gicatly affectcci tlic coiirsc of h lc~ ica i i  Iiisinrr. 

Nnnicroiis hiograpliien aiid gcnc:i!ogical studies tell 11s IIid:?lgo was 
borii to a crcolc faniily of niiddling cc~xioinic aiid social position, and 
tliat Iie first studied at  tlic Jcsuit colcgio at  \'alladolid (i;ow h l o r o  
Iia) for a fc\r nioiitlis txfore the  espulsion. " "2s Iiis first formal 

:lí Sir Lc,viq Xnii~iii, Vanishcd Sii/~rciiian'cs (Nrw York, 1963\, 17. 23. 
:IR Liiis \'illiiri>, "llistorii <le las Ideas", H\I, 15 (1966), p. 166. 
:i!l losi de la I'ucntc. Arhol eciicoió~ico de ?u faniilin I l idal~o y Costilla (Mirico, 

1910j, aiid Iiis I l i d ~ ! ~ o  iritinió (hléxl'cn, 19111); nlso in iha<centcnary year of tlie 
re\-o!iition, Genaro García, iii Donirricntos históricos rnericmos, o/>. cit. (riotc 7 ) .  
i~icludcd di~cumciits coiicrriiing Hidalgo and relatcd to him; \\'illiam S. Robertsnn, 
"hlisucl Tlidalgn y Coitilla", i i i  the Risc of the Spaiiish rtiiiericaii Rcpiib!ics ris told 
iii tlic livcs o{ tiicir Lihcrators (Nem York aiid London, 1912 1; I.<iis Castillo Lcdírri, 
1li:irrlgo ( 2  r, hléxico, 1948); Jrsiir ,\nia?a, lil padre Hidalgo y 10s suyos (\lirico, 
l ' ) i ? ) ;  Jcsús R o d r i ~ u c ~  Friusto, "Los gciitilicios dc Ilidal$o", Ercelsi<ii, hfay 10, 
1953; arid his Hidalgo iza era guanajuateiise (Mexico, 1953); sclections from the 



education provided in accord with a curriculum reformed by Clavi- 
jero? H e  next attended the Colegio de San Nicolás (now the Uni- 
versity of Morelia), a scliool with a long humanistic tradition dating 
back to Vasco de Quiroga. 40 Péra-Marchand noted that in the colegio 
and tlie town interest in modern books and ideas was fully evident. 
Was Valladolid a rather typical provincial center or did it and the 
surroundiug region harbor an unusual number of afrancesados and 
inquietos? 

There is no evidence that Hidalgo received anything but a tradi- 
tional education, if perhaps he later thought it l a s  filled with scho- 
Eastic trivia than that h e  underwent at the i~nivern i ty .~~ Yet he 
partook of an intellectual atmosphere apparently tending to radicali- 
zation. As a teacher of theology (and later as rector), at San Nicolás 
in tlie years 1783-1792, his notions of proper education appear part 
of a general trend toward a more secular-minded approach to al1 
branches of knowledge. Wliile the modem-minded Jesuits never tamper- 
ed with revealed truth, in his "Disertación sobre el Verdadero M& 
todo de estudiar la teología escolástica" (1784), Hidalgo did. 42 This 
document has been noted by among others, José de la Fuente, Luis 
Castillo Ledón, and Samuel Ramos. It has been analyzed by Gabriel 
Méndez Plancarte, Juan Hernández Luna, and Rafael Moreno. 43 It 
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(Instituto Federal de Capacitación del Magisterio. Escuela Normal Oral), and Luz 
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institution; hoth are dated 1967. Also see Rafael Heliodoro Valle, "Bibliografía so- 
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lia), 4 (1953; Enrique Anegiiin Vélez, ed., Hidalgo en el colegio de San Nicolás. 
Documentos Inéditos (Morelia, Univ. Michoacana, 1956); Julián Bonavit, IIistoM 
del colegio de San Nicolás (Univ. Michoacana, 1958); Pablo G. Madas, Hidalgo, 
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reveals Hidalgo to have been a quick-usitted young academician who 
prided himself on Iiis present miiidednoss. He belongs among those 
wbo souglit iiidependeiicc from tlie past, first in education, later, as 
a parish priest, througli ecoiiomic aiid social reform and, finally, 
abruptly througli rebcllion. 44 

What  werc the roots of liis disaffectioii? Was he in debt to a 
Spaiiiard? Why  was Iie scnt from San Nicolhs to tlie outlyiiig parish 
of Colima? Did he feel aclvancement in the Church impossible for 
a creole? As a laiided proprietor to wliat exteiit was he  affected by 
the Consolidación decrce of 18041 What  was the nature of his relations- 
liip witli Abad y Queipo? Were his workshops at Sari Felipe 
aiid Dolores a trend of tlie times, Iiaving official inipetus aiid sanct- 
ion as did analogous enterprises, accordiiig to Herr, in Spain? How 
did he react to tlie events of 1808? When did he begin to plot against 
tlie Spaniards aiicl did he seek indepcndciice, autonomy, or only creole 
predomiiiance? 

At tlie other end of the spectruni, informatiou is sparse concerning 
the people wlio responded to the Grito. And in order to obtain it, 
we need to know mucli more of sccial conditiods and changes than 
we do now. Al1 the political and ccononiic studies citcd eadier serve 
as a beginning. Silvio Zavala, Luis Villoro, Hugh HamU, and M. S. 
Alperovicli have written ovewiews of the imniediate background of 
revolution. 45 W e  have documcnts oii social h i s t o ~  compiled by Ri- 
chard Konetzke and Luis Chávez Orozco, demographic studies includ- 
ing a re-edition of tlie 1814 Memoria sobre Id población del reino de 
Nueva España, edited by Fernando Navnrro y Noriega (MExico, 1954) 
and of tlie Spariish versioii of I-Iumlmldt's Ensayo.. . by Juan A. 
Ortega y Medina, as well as comments on them by Victoria Lerner 

vista Mexicana de Estiidias Históricos, 1 (1927), pp. 180-184; Ramos, HistoM, 
00. cit.; 6. MEndez Plancartr, Hidalgo, op. cit.; Juan Hcmández Luna, "El mnii- 
do intelectiial de Hidalgo", IIM, 3 (1953), pp. 127-177, appeared in the bicentenriial 
year of Hidalgo's birtli; Rafael Moreno, "La teología ilustrada de Hidalgo", HM. 
5 (1956), pp. 321-336. For Hidalgo's intellectual proclivitics before 1810 also see 
Filosofía y Letras, 47-48 (1952) and HAf, 3: 2 (1953). issues dwoted to Hidalgo; 
Jesús Reyes Herolcs, "Continuidad del liberalismo mexicano", Cuadernos Arnaica- 
nos, 13 (1954). pp. 169-202; Agustín Rivera, Hidalgo el joven teólogo (Guadala- 
jara, 1954); Alfonso Garda Ruiz, Ideario de Ilidalgo (MCxico, 1955); Edmundo 
O'Gorman, "Hidalgo en la Historia", Memoria de la Academia Mexicana de la 
Hü.toria, 23 (1964), pp. 221-247; and Luis Villoro, E l  proceso ideológico de Lz re- 
volución de independencia (UNAM, 1967), the revised edition of his La Revolu- 
ción de Indepndencia (UNAM, 1953). 

4 q e e  tlie docurnents rclcrant to Inquisition records concmning Hidalgo and 
tbose of his causa in IIcrnández y Dávalos, op. cit. (note 7 ) ,  and othm docurnents 
concerning tliost. years publislicd in various isiucs of RAGN. 

46 Silvio Zavali, "Xlixico. La Rcvoluciún. La Iiidependrnda", in Ricardo L-vene, 
ed., Historia de Atnd~ica (13 v, Buenos Aircs, 1940-l941), vol. 7 and 11; Luis 
Villoro, 00. cit. (note 43) 2nd Aamill, op. cit. (note 39) .  



and related articles by Sherburne F. Cook and Donald B. C o o p e ~ . ~ e  
Lyle N. McAlister has posited a model of "Social Structure aud Social 
Cliange in New Spain", (EIAHR, 43 (19631, pp. 349-370), and Angel 
Palerm Vich assessed the einergence nf an embryoriic middle class 
in "Factores históricos de la clase media en México" (in Miguel 
Othón de Meiidizábal, et al., Los clases sociales de México, pp. 63-84). 
Luis González Obregón carly depicted tbe social milieu of the year of 
rcvolutioii in Ln vida de México en 1810 (México, 1943). Sergio 
Morales Rodriguez iiotcd cliaiiges iu social customs and beliefs under 
Roiirbon rule. Luis Navarro García has described rural society, wliile 
some iiiiportant social sectors have reccived individual attention fmrn 
Cliarlcs Cibson (I~idians), Gonzalo Aguirre Beltrán (Negroes), and 
Komeo R. Flores Caballero (Spaniards). 47 

Of tremendous value is Eric Wolf's "The Bajio in the Eighteenth 
Century; an analysis of cultural integration". (Publications of the 
Middle Ainerican Rescarcli Institute of Tulane University, 17, 1955) 
aiid tlie essay by Eusebio Dávalos Hurtado, "La morfología social 
de Nueva Espaiía, móvil de su independencia" (in Estudios antro* 
lógicos en honunaje al  Dr. Manuel Gamio, México, 1956, pp. 593- 
603). W e  historians would do well to  emulate the conceptiial frame- 
work, lucidity, and style of these social aiithropologists. We would 
also learn mucli by concerning ourselves witli more of the more local 
and regional liistory of tlic late colonial period. 

hfost esciting because they indicate a trcnd toward synthesis of the 
more formal snbdivisions nf history into a conceptual whole, are a 
number of recent theses and dissertations and some works in progrers 

46 Richard Konetzke, Colección de Documentos para la Historia de Ia Formación 
social de Ilispaiioarn&ica, 1493~1610 ( 3  v, Madrid, 1962); Cliávez Orozco, Doni- 
nientos, op. cit. (note 15); Victoria Lerner, "Consideraciones sobre la población 
de la Nurva España (1793-1810) según Humboldt y Navarro y Nonega", HM, 17 
(1968), pp. 327-348; Sherburne F. Cook, "The Population of hícxico in 1793", 
H u m n  Biology, 14 (1942), pp. 499-515; and his "The Smallpox Epidemic of 
1797 in hícrico", Rirlletin of the History of Medicitie, 7 (1939), pp. 937-969; also 
Donald B. Caaper, Epidemic Disease in Mexico City, 1761-1813: An administrati- 
ve, socid, and medical study (Univ. of Texas, 1965). 

47 Sergio Morales Rodriguez, "Costiimbres y creencias en la Nueva Espafia", in 
Estudios históricos americanos, op. cit., pp. 425-476; Luis Navarro Garcia, "La 
sociedad rural de México en el si& xvrrr", Anales de Universidad Hispalense, 1 
(1963); also see V. Alessio Robles, "Las condiciones sociales en el norte de la Nue- 
va España", in Memoria de lo Academia Mexicana de la Historia, 4 (1945); Charles 
Gibson, "The Tiansformation of the Indian Community in New Spain, 1500-1810". 
Jaurnal of World History, 2: 3 (1955). and Iiis The Aztecs u n d a  Spanish 
Rule (Stanford Univ., 1964); also see Delfina E. López Sarrelangue, "Pobla- 
ción indígena de la Nueva España en el siglo xvii~", HM. 12 (1963), pp. 516- 
530; Gonzalo Aguirre Beltrán, La poblaci6n negra de México, 1519-1610 (MCxico, 
1946); and Romeo Flores Caballero, Los esp5hoies m In vida política y sociol de 
México, 1804.1838, soon to he published by El Colegio de Máim. 



and in press. ilmong thcm are Isabel Gomález Sáncliez, "Situación 
social de los indios y de 1.s caitls cii 12s fiiicas mralus, en vísperas 
dc la Iiidependencia" (tesis, UMAI, 1963), the b m k  by David Brad- 
ing aiid the dissertation and article by- Rrian R. Hamnett, nieiitioned 
earlier, tlie other studies, undcnva): oii tlie Consolidación [lecree of 
1804 by Masuc Siigawara aiid Flores Caballero, currciit research by 
Norman F. hlartin, S.J., on tlie uneniployecl (los vagahiindos), tlie 
dissertatioii by Virginia Guedea, "Criollos 7 pciiinsulares cn 1805" 
(Uriivcrsidad Iberoariiericaiia, MCxico, 9 6 )  aiid tlic disscrtations 
in progress: "Lc Róle dcs 'Iliistrados' et des liberaux crcoles et cspag- 
nols daiis !e rnouvcinent d'iiidepeiideiice au Mexique", (Tli&se Lcttres, 
3"cle, Univ. de Parir, Iiistitut dcs IIxutrs Etudcs d r  l'Aincrique 
Latine), and Doris Ladd Spcck, "Tlie Aristocracy of hlexico at Inde- 
pcndeiice: aii Iiitroductioii" (Pli. D. disscrtatioii, Stanford Univ.). 
I l i e  social and ccorioniic conscqiieiices for oiir periucl of tlie study 
by Eiirique Florcscario of Precios del nzair y crisis  agrícola.^ eiz Aféxico 
(1708-1x10) (Colegio dc RICxico, 1969), are ciionnous. I l i e  hlcxican 
revolution of 1810, like tlie Freiicli, of 1789, risas prcccded by a Great 
FIungcr. 

EIere tlien Irve Iiavc tlie start of tlie invcstigation of the coiiiplcxitics 
of socicty aiicl social cliaiigc. We iiecd to know niiicli more. Iiow 
rnucli of tlie creole papulation could iii tr~itli clairn liiiipicza cb 
sangre? IIow did tlie clistributioii of wcalth change throughout thc 
centiiry? Certainly it can iio loiigcr be iissuined tliat gac!iupiiies Iic?d 
al1 tlie wcalth, nor tliat al1 creoles were aiiti-Spanisli, nor tliat those 
who were chose to rcbcl only bccausc Spain hindered their economic 
wcllbeing and advancement. What  sorts of infliience on Mcxican 
pocketbooks and prcmises had Englaiid and tlie United States after 
1797? Finally, who were tlic Mexicans mlio joiiicd Hidalgo? No longer 
can u:c disiiiiss tlicm as Indian liordes or as "peasarits" oiiiy, iior can 
a e  cliaracterize tlie rcbeliioii of 1810 as a l~eople's revolt for political 
independence. 

71ic currciit state of historiograpliy iiow allo~vs severa1 l>ossib!e 
hvpotlicscs abo~it the cigliteenth centurv wliicli help to answer our 
iriitial qucstions. Overriding is tlie convict~oii tliat Rfcxicari Iiistory rnust 
be studied as part of a wider Western culturc; autonomous develop- 
iiicnts can iiot ot1icrwi.c be uiidcrstoad. \Ve know, tlianks especially 
to intense investigatioii of cultural history centered on the iiitroductioii 
and dcvelopiiient iii hlevico of the E~iliglitenment or inodanismo, 
that Eiiropean ciirrcntx of tliought circiilatcd aiid kindred attitudes 
wcrc adapted to a number of varyiiig needs and aspiratioiis. It is 
also clear that thc ncw Bourbon rcginic in Spain allowed freer ingress 
of outside cultliral influcnccs iii general, just as it authorized, or its 
functioiiaries in Mexico ovcrlooked, increasing foreign trade and con- 
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trahand. Further, in many ways the government abetted such in- 
novation, notably through sending in a new Spanish b u r e a u m q  
ineulcated with enlightened notions borrowed largely from France, of 
fomenting material progress through governmental activity. A remain- 
ing prohlem is just when these minions of enlightened despotism 
began to exert such a leavening influence. 

Political innovation converged with rising population and economic 
prosperity to bring social change, increase to some extent social m e  
hility, and concomitantly to give impetus to questioning of assumptions 
supporting the tradicional social arrangements. A new breed of creole, 
o r a  significant increase in an old sort, educated in a profession, became 
increasingly aggressive in demands for social and political preeminente 
in Mexico. At the same time, hacendados and mineowners maintaining 
a traditional ethos of criollismo enjoyed prosperity, then watched it 
dribbling away as the government of Charles IV, appearing inept in 
comparison to that of his predecesor and enmeshed in wars with 
France and Britain, exerted ever more pressure on Mexican resources. 
Increasingly, they found more profitable markets for their wares in 
England and through the United States. 

Meanwhile, a populace penodically plagued by famine and s u b  
sequent epidemia, taxed ever more efficiently, was increasingly disor- 
iented by political and economic reform. Larger sectors earned money 
income or simply wandered, broken away from traditional communi- 
ties, espeeially in the Bajío. Mexicans rose sporadically in various 
locales to protest innovation because it was innovation and becanse it 
weighed heavily on their daily lives and, perhaps in the case of the 
expulsion of the Jesuits, also because it put in jeopardy what was more 
important than life to at least some, their immortal souls. 

In the crisis of 1808, elements of enlightened creole professionals, 
notably memhers of the ayuntamiento of Mexico City, joined by a 
few of the creole aristocrats, sought unsuccessfully to achieve their 
economic and social aspirations through political means. 48 Adherents 

48 See Jos6 Miranda, Las Ideas, op. cit.; Manuel Giménez Femández, Las dabn- 
MS populktas en la indepadencia de Hispmo-América (Seville, 1947); Villoro, 
El proceso and La Revolución, op. cit., Juan Upez  Cancelada, Conducta &l Exce- 
lcntísitno Seríor Don losé Iturrigmay (Cadiz, 1812); and his La Verdad Sabida y 
Buena Fe Guardoda (Cadiz, 1811); the rejoinder by Fray Semando Teresa de 
Mier (José Guerra), Historia de la Revolución de la Nueva Es!Jaría ( 2  v, London, 
1813); Genaro García, El plan de indefiendencia de la Nuevd España a 1808 (Me- 
xico, 1903); William E. Robertson, "The Juntas of 1808 and the Spanish Colo- 
nies", English Historical Revieiv, 31 (1916), pp. 573-585; A. F. Zimmerman, "Spain 
and its Colonies, 1808-1820H, HAHR, 11 (1931), pp. 439-463; Enrique Lafuente 
Ferra", El virrey Itumgaray y los orígenes & la Independencia de Mdxico (Madrid, 
1941); Frances hl. Foland, "Pugnas políticas en el M6xico de 1808", HM, 5 
(1955). pp. 30-41; also, on the mysterious Talamantes: Luis González Obregón, 
"Fray Melchor de Talamantes", in Ensayos históricos y biográficos (MkOco, 1937); 



of tliis group iii tlie next two ya r s  mobilized l~opular discontent to  
gain numhcrs to their creole cause. In 1810, brief unity was achieved. 
Lcd by an cnlighteiied creole, Miguel Hidalgo, aiid by more conser- 
vative elements of tlie militia, a tlirong in hope of reclress of present 
and specific grievaiices and of opportuiiity for plunder, joined tliese 
creoles in what Hidalgo called for, and mhat Aiiastasio Zerecero, 
among otliers, Iias referrcd to, as "a11 explosion of national senti- 
ment". 

Eighteenth cciitury stuclics to  date Iiave enabled us to form the 
desired continnum to 1810, and to provide with a vital, and aiiato- 
mically complcx, body the Mexican spirit. By our next meeting may 
we know much more not simply of the mental proccsses, but also 
about tlie blood and guts of that body, Mexican society, in al1 its 
diversity. 

Genaro García, Donimentos (1910) 00. cit., vol. 7; and Emila Romero de Valle, 
"Fray Melchor de Talarnantes", HM, 11 (1961), pp. 28-56; and her "Bibliografía 
de Fray Melchor Talamanta", ibid., pp. 443-486. For eadier disaffection, Nicolás 
Rangel, Los precursores ideológicos de la Guerra de Indepmdmcia, 1789-1794 ( M é -  
xico, 1929). 
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