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Although the terms, political history or political historiography, feature in 
the title of this session and both papers, 1 am relatively disturbed that 
neither author has bothered to clearly define his own meaning of political 
history. Professor Perry avoids the problem completely; Professor Womack 
often refers to "power", "study of government", and "historical disposition 
of power in Mexico", without clearly trying to show where political history 
might end and economic and social history might begin. Although botli 
authors miglit believe an attempt to define these terms either impossihle 
or counterproductive in relation to space and time, the lack of clear defini- 
tion limited the overall colierence of both these papers. 

My own approach would have been to confront the problem by dividing 
Mexican political history into two blocs, the Manrist or materialist, and 
the traditional. The historian following the materialist approacli seeks to 
establish the relationship between political history and the social and 
economic interests of its participants. He would argue the impossibility 
of understanding the political activities of a power oriented group without 
a thorough understanding of their economic interests. (Professor Womack 
shows perception of the importance of this interrelationship in Iiis brilliant 
study of the Morelos aristocracy on the eve of the Revolution and in his 
brief allusion to the importance of the connections between formal power 
and social power.) The traditionalist on the other hand usually sees the 
political process occurring in a more pluralistic context often independent 
of social and economic motivations; thus tlie leaders or the parties act 
more from a desire for power or for purely personal reasons rather than 
to gain, or protect, vested economic or social interests. This latter approach 
has often led historians of Mexico to view the De la Huerta rebellion, the 
Escobar rebellion, or the Calles-Cárdenas split purely in terms of the po- 
litical ambitions of the individual participants without trying to relate 
their activities to contemporary social and economic developments. This 
methodology limits the validity of some of the important North American 
and Mexican work on the Mexican Revolution; such as the general Studies 
by Parkes, Valadés, Taracena, and Tucker and tlie political monographs by 
Meyer, Blaisdell, Asliby, Dulles, and numerous Mexican historians. 

Althougli most historians of Mexico might desire to estahlish a closcr 
identification of economic and social power with the political they face 
staggering problems in doing so. In Mexico where most important poli- 
ticians describe themselves as "Revolutionaries" the records of financia1 
holdings of public figures are notopen to public scrutiny. This leaves us 
witli the problem of trying to use tlie meagerest of evidence to explain 
the economic motivation and class bias of political leaders. Such superficial 
evidence as a villa in the Lomas de Cliapultepec or a ranch in Michoacán 
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revolts, the Liberal party, social catholicism, and Maderismo. With such 
a study we could then better judge Professor Clievalier's contention tliat 
the Zapata uprising in Morelos "was an explosion in a critica1 zone of the 
deep social disorder whose more noteworthy manifestations had been 
banditry . . . and above al1 the most uninterrupted succession of peasant 
and indigenous insurrections based essentially on agrarian issues". If Che- 
valier's thesis depicting the Porfiriato as a time of dynamic tension proves 
correct, we will no longer see the 1876-1910 period as a necessary respite 
connecting two violent anarchical eras. Perhaps we miglit then look else- 
where than Madero and the events of 1910 for tlie Revolution's starting 
point. Already Cockcroft, Wilkie and Womack have clearly sliown Madero 
as a social conservative concerned mainly with political reform. Could not 
tlie real Revolution have begin with Lozada in the 1860's or Zapata in 
1912? 

The political historians witli an interest in computers can have a vital 
tole to play in makiug the Revolution more comprehensible to us. The 
important post-Revoliitionary positions, national, regional, and local, can 
be isolated and those officials who held them can be listed. A team of 
researcliers could then compile short biographies of a t  least some of those 
men as to birthplace, background, and career during and following the 
Revolution. The biographical information could be fed into a computed 
and the results would surely Iielp to correlate tlie relationship behveen 
clianges in tlie executive with individual political mobility, the regional 
basis of important poilrer groups and the importance or lack of importance 
of tlie age differential in various govemments. Perhaps this study would 
sliow us who really has ruled twentietli century Mexico. Professor Wilkie 
has tested the ideology of tlie Revolutionaiy governments by examining the 
federal budgets, but nobody has tested changes in personnel. I expect that 
the results might show us that Mexican politics particularly between 1920 
and 1933 were more than a game of musical chairs. 

Womack's excellent historical analysis of recent works of the period 
betseen 1910 and 1920 needs little elaboration. Yet there are some im- 
portant possibilities which he has not mentioned. A study of the movement 
around Pancho Villa similar to Womack's study of Zapata would be 
extremely instructive. Particularly valuable would be a survey of Chihuahua 
on the eve of the Revolution with a special emphasis on the expansion of 
the vast estates of the Terrazas family. Another important contribution 
might be a study of Carrancismo between 1914 and 1920; at  the present 
we know little about the "First Chief", his ideas, bis relationship with 
his follou~ers, and the true configurations of the power groupings which he 
apparently cleverly manipulated. Finally, one miglit cover Múgica and 
Blanco's attempt to carry out agrarian reform in Tamaulipas; Múgica's 
experience there miglit have colored his future career and the advice he 
later gave to Lázaro Cárdenas. Many other important political problems 
(in the Revolution's first decade) have not been studied but the gaps 
in the next twenty years really define the depths of our lack of kuowledge of 
revolutionary Mexico. 

At present we lack even one good political monograph on tlie 1920-1940 
period. The best work, Lyle Brnwn's study of Lázaro Cárdenas and his 
manipulation of power, still remains unpublished. Both authors bemoan 
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the lack of political biographies of promincnt Mexican leadcrs. Althougli 
sucli studies appear non-existent, what seems more urgent is not to write 
hiographies but to identify if possilile tlie political movements of tlie 
1920's and decide how, if at all, they differed from one anotlier. Once 
these movements havc been clearly defined, they must then be studied 
as to social composition, objectives, and reasons for success or failure. 
Surveys sucli as tliese will help us to better explain the differenccs, if 
there are any, between the iiiovements represented by Carranza, Obregón, 
Calles, D e  la IIucrta, Escobar, Vasconcelos and Cárdenas. W e  mnst also 
decide whether the struggle for power between 1921 and 1933 was purcly 
political and personal as Dulles implies or wlietlier tlie often bloody 
disputes of tliese years significd a dcep ideological or social split in tlie 
so-callcd Revolutionary family. Sucli a deduction miglit clarify tlie enig- 
matic tole played by Plutarco Elias Callcs \~.iio 1 bclieve sliowcd a greater 
ideological consistency throughout his loiig career tlian rnany of his cntics 
have yct suggcsted. 

Tlie tole of the cliurcli in the 1920's and 1930's also reinains largely 
unresolved. After an intensive study of tlie rnany polemics of thesc years 
one can not easily decide whctlier the bisliops and thcir lay supporters really 
believed that the governinent tlireatened the cliurch's existence or wlietlier 
they hoped to use the constitution's anti-clerical laivs as a pretext for a 
conflict which would cause a North American intenention aiid a coun- 
terre\,olution. Anotlier possibility often suggested is tliat Calles and 
Ohregón frequently used the danger of churcli oppositioii to tlie govcrn- 
ment as au excuse for curtaiiing social reform. An examination of cli~ircli 
leadersliip dunng these years miglit Iiclp us to more fully understand tlie 
relationship between social background and clerical resistance to tlie Re- 
volution; it niight also suggest that an important tumover in clerical 
leadership helped account for tlie cliurch-state detente arranged under the 
govemment of Lázaro Cárdenas. The Cristero rebellion has been the subject 
of sevcral rnonographs but we still know little of the sociooconomic back. 
ground of the Cristeros themselves. W e  could in addition formulate a study 
comparing Cristero leadership and ideology \vith tliat of the Sinarquistas 
to bettcr understand tlie variety of Catholic opposition to tlie Revolution. 

Álvaro Obregón's deatli in 1928 usliered in one of the most confusing 
periods in Mexico's political Iiistory. The only coverage of these years 
is in a few memoirs and the narrations by Taracena, Valadés and Dullcs. 
These inform us about day by day events but slied little light on tlie 
realities of power. They do not lielp us to understand the extent of Plutarco 
Elias Callcs' rule over Mexico or anytliing about his relationship with 
CROM, Portes Gil, Ortiz Rubio and Rodriguez. More important, no 
historian economic, or otlienuise, has fully evaluated tlie full effect of tlie 
World Depression upon Mexico. Witliout such analysis how can wc entirely 
understand the cconomic factors limiting political and social action and 
the desire for change wich clearly influenced the rise of Cárdenas to the 
presideiicy. Finally, wliat can he concluded from Cárdenas' nomination 
in 1933? Does this nomination sliow us that Calles power has been over- 
estimated or tliat he niade a wrong calculation in thinking tliat Cárdenas 
would be a malleable puppet? 



Cárdenas' political period is somewhat more completely covered in several 
dissertations and it will be sliortly covered by a hook of essays by Brown, 
Wilkie, and Michaels. However, today we have little easily obtainable 
information of tlie political struggle of tlie 1934-1940 era. Books by Millon 
and Ashby cover labor-governmcnt relations but both lack profound analysis. 
Lieuwen's chapter on civil-military relations adds little to tlie earlier work 
of Virginia Prewett. W e  still do not understand tlie economic and social 
implications of the Calles-Cárdenas split, tlie reason for the quixotic Ccdillo 
~ebellion, the forces around Almazán and Avila Camaclio, and the 1931 
Shift of tlie Revolution to the riglit. W e  know Cárdenas expropriated much 
of Mexico's land, but we Iiave little idea of who owned tbe land and how 
they obtained it during earlier adininistrations. Witli so mucli uiianswered 
in what is probably the Revolution's pivotal period how can we even 
begin to speak of historical synthesis? 

Local political history, above all, has been the most sadly neglected. 
What little tliat does exist has been the result of local historians trying 
to glorify their home touns or states and in tlie mostly superficial \,olumes 
stemming from tlie Instituto Nacional de Estudios Históricos de la Revo- 
lución. Although we lack the resources, human and financial, to study 
every state or region througliout the Revolution, we can research particular 
problems in order to better comprehend certain important problems already 
touched on in this discussion. Michoacán, from 1921 to 1933 is the scene 
of events and personalities whose influence spread far beyond the states 
borders. Pascual Ortiz Rubio, Francisco Múgica, Lázaro Cárdenas, Benigno 
Serratos, Gildardo Magaña al1 interact within tlie state. Múgica's struggle 
with Ortiz Rubio explains much about the eclipse of the former and tlie 
latter's rise to the presidency; it also helps us understand the methods by 
wliich Alvaro Obregón so successfully ruled Mexico. In 1926 Lázaro Cár- 
denas as govemor of Michoacán began a series of reforms that in many 
ways anticipated the national changes he initiated in mid 1930. He also 
acted as a lodestone for many young radicals seeking refuge from the 
government's increasing conservatism after 1929. Calles later replaced 
Cárdenas with the more conservative Serratos raising impottant questions 
about botli Cárdenas-Calles relations prior to 1933 and Cárdenas' eventual 
rise to the presidency. 

Another example of a state wliich served as a stage for events and per. 
sonalities that far transcended its overall political importance is Yucatán. 
Both Salvador Alvarado and Felipe Carillo Puerto carried out important 
reforms supposedly benefiting tlie states' impoverislicd Maya Indians; yet 
tlie latter liad to wait for tlie visit of Cárdenas to Yucatán in 1937 before 
they actually received their lands. A study of this atea would enlighten 
us to the interesting careers of both Carillo Puerto and Alvarado but more 
significant it would show 11ow a small group of wealthy landowners worked 
to successfully tliwart social justice despite articulate local radical leadership. 

A study of Tabasco under Tomás Garrido Canabal also miglit deepen 
out understanding of Mexico's revolutionary process. The controversia1 
caudillo apparently neglected or abused agrarian reform while he terrorized 
the Catliolics. He entered the government under Cárdenas but appeared 
to remain loyal to Calles thus losing his baliwick in 1935. A history of 



his riile a,ould <liviilge the rclationship betwcen agrarian reforin and anti- 
clericalisiii as rvell as the diversity of tliose arouiid Calles. Garrido's 
relatioiisliip witli Azclihishop Pascua1 Diaz also raiscs questions about tlie 
Cristero rcbellion and tlie churchman who negotiated tlie truce. 

Finally, a study of San Luis Potosí after the revoliitino would bc of tlie 
utinost importante: First \ve could use Professor Cockcroft's study to 
coinlmre tlie states social and econoinic striicture Iiefore and after tlie 
Revolution. Second, we tlien could undcrstand tlic rise and fall of Satur- 
nino Cedillo wliose liistory Iias mcaning for Caudillisino and its tole 
in tlic Revolution, agrarianism, Cirdenas' rise to the Presidency, and tlie 
cliurcli~statc conflict. Third, by tracing developments in tlie state \ve 
woiilcl nccd to eramiiie the roles played by Aurelio Manrique and Gracia- 
iio Sáiiclicz in tlicir attcmpt to promulgate agrarian reform aiid political 
dernocracy in tlicir Iiome state. These suggestions of the inherciit l~ossibil- 
ities iii tlie statc and regional history are hardly exliaustive. Any of tl~ese 
studics could for example be relatcd to Dr. Wilkie's poi-erty iiidex to liclp 
us explain tlie lag iii the econoiiiic development of certain states. I t  is 
certain Iioivever tliat if we are ever to understand polver, botli formal and 
social, in Mexico, we must know more about ivliat was going on outside 
Mexico City. 

1 agree rvith Professor Womack tliat we historians of hlexico Iiave made 
great progress in the past ten years. An impressive niirnber of monograplis 
has appcared along with articles, document collections, aiid dissertations. 
Yet too miicli still zeiiiains to be done. Pcrliaps it is now time for our 
bettcr scliolars to stop compiling ovcwiews of tlie moclem pcriod and 
concentratc on less iinpressive but more needed in-depth studies of specific 
situatioiis. l'eiliaps ive must also stop allowing graduate students to persist 
in stiid~ing United States -Mexican relatioiis and direct them towards 
Menico's neglected interna1 liistory. Finally, many of us must stop nar- 
rating tlie stmggle for power in México as solely a personalistic rivalry 
betwccn ambitioiis politicians and begin to investigate the social, economic, 
and ideoiogical factors wliich underly these rivalries. Yet hcre too ure must 
avoid tlie tcniptation of attributing al1 political action to selfish ccononiic 
motives. After all, man's actions are usually complex and traditional nar- 
rati1.e must not be replaced by Marxist polemic. 


	image000.bmp
	image001.bmp
	image002.bmp
	image003.bmp
	image004.bmp
	image005.bmp
	image006.bmp
	image007.bmp
	image008.bmp
	image009.bmp
	image010.bmp
	image011.bmp
	image012.bmp
	image013.bmp
	image014.bmp
	image015.bmp
	image016.bmp
	image017.bmp
	image018.bmp
	image019.bmp
	image020.bmp
	image021.bmp
	image022.bmp
	image023.bmp
	image024.bmp
	image025.bmp
	image026.bmp
	image027.bmp
	image028.bmp
	image029.bmp
	image030.bmp
	image031.bmp
	image032.bmp
	image033.bmp
	image034.bmp
	image035.bmp
	image036.bmp
	image037.bmp
	image038.bmp
	image039.bmp
	image040.bmp
	image041.bmp
	image042.bmp
	image043.bmp
	image044.bmp
	image045.bmp
	image046.bmp
	image047.bmp
	image048.bmp
	image049.bmp
	image050.bmp
	image051.bmp
	image052.bmp
	image053.bmp
	image054.bmp
	image055.bmp
	image056.bmp
	image057.bmp
	image058.bmp
	image059.bmp
	image060.bmp
	image061.bmp
	image062.bmp
	image063.bmp
	image064.bmp
	image065.bmp
	image066.bmp
	image067.bmp
	image068.bmp
	image069.bmp
	image070.bmp
	image071.bmp
	image072.bmp
	image073.bmp
	image074.bmp
	image075.bmp
	image076.bmp
	image077.bmp
	image078.bmp
	image079.bmp
	image080.bmp
	image081.bmp
	image082.bmp
	image083.bmp
	image084.bmp
	image085.bmp
	image086.bmp
	image087.bmp
	image088.bmp
	image089.bmp
	image090.bmp
	image091.bmp
	image092.bmp
	image093.bmp
	image094.bmp
	image095.bmp
	image096.bmp
	image097.bmp
	image098.bmp
	image099.bmp
	image100.bmp
	image101.bmp
	image102.bmp
	image103.bmp
	image104.bmp
	image105.bmp
	image106.bmp
	image107.bmp
	image108.bmp
	image109.bmp
	image110.bmp
	image111.bmp
	image112.bmp
	image113.bmp
	image114.bmp
	image115.bmp
	image116.bmp
	image117.bmp
	image118.bmp
	image119.bmp
	image120.bmp
	image121.bmp
	image122.bmp
	image123.bmp
	image124.bmp
	image125.bmp
	image126.bmp
	image127.bmp
	image128.bmp
	image129.bmp
	image130.bmp
	image131.bmp
	image132.bmp
	image133.bmp
	image134.bmp
	image135.bmp
	image136.bmp
	image137.bmp
	image138.bmp
	image139.bmp
	image140.bmp
	image141.bmp
	image142.bmp
	image143.bmp
	image144.bmp
	image145.bmp
	image146.bmp
	image147.bmp
	image148.bmp
	image149.bmp
	image150.bmp
	image151.bmp
	image152.bmp
	image153.bmp
	image154.bmp
	image155.bmp
	image156.bmp
	image157.bmp
	image158.bmp
	image159.bmp
	image160.bmp
	image161.bmp
	image162.bmp
	image163.bmp
	image164.bmp
	image165.bmp
	image166.bmp
	image167.bmp
	image168.bmp
	image169.bmp
	image170.bmp
	image171.bmp
	image172.bmp
	image173.bmp
	image174.bmp
	image175.bmp
	image176.bmp
	image177.bmp
	image178.bmp
	image179.bmp
	image180.bmp
	image181.bmp
	image182.bmp
	image183.bmp
	image184.bmp
	image185.bmp
	image186.bmp
	image187.bmp
	image188.bmp
	image189.bmp
	image190.bmp
	image191.bmp
	image192.bmp
	image193.bmp
	image194.bmp
	image195.bmp
	image196.bmp
	image197.bmp
	image198.bmp
	image199.bmp
	image200.bmp
	image201.bmp
	image202.bmp
	image203.bmp
	image204.bmp
	image205.bmp
	image206.bmp
	image207.bmp
	image208.bmp
	image209.bmp
	image210.bmp
	image211.bmp
	image212.bmp
	image213.bmp
	image214.bmp
	image215.bmp
	image216.bmp
	image217.bmp
	image218.bmp
	image219.bmp
	image220.bmp
	image221.bmp
	image222.bmp
	image223.bmp
	image224.bmp
	image225.bmp
	image226.bmp
	image227.bmp
	image228.bmp
	image229.bmp
	image230.bmp
	image231.bmp
	image232.bmp
	image233.bmp
	image234.bmp
	image235.bmp
	image236.bmp
	image237.bmp
	image238.bmp
	image239.bmp
	image240.bmp
	image241.bmp
	image242.bmp
	image243.bmp
	image244.bmp
	image245.bmp
	image246.bmp
	image247.bmp
	image248.bmp
	image249.bmp
	image250.bmp
	image251.bmp
	image252.bmp
	image253.bmp
	image254.bmp
	image255.bmp
	image256.bmp
	image257.bmp
	image258.bmp
	image259.bmp
	image260.bmp
	image261.bmp
	image262.bmp
	image263.bmp
	image264.bmp
	image265.bmp
	image266.bmp
	image267.bmp
	image268.bmp
	image269.bmp
	image270.bmp
	image271.bmp
	image272.bmp
	image273.bmp
	image274.bmp
	image275.bmp
	image276.bmp
	image277.bmp
	image278.bmp
	image279.bmp
	image280.bmp
	image281.bmp
	image282.bmp
	image283.bmp
	image284.bmp
	image285.bmp
	image286.bmp
	image287.bmp
	image288.bmp
	image289.bmp
	image290.bmp
	image291.bmp
	image292.bmp
	image293.bmp
	image294.bmp
	image295.bmp
	image296.bmp
	image297.bmp
	image298.bmp
	image299.bmp
	image300.bmp
	image301.bmp
	image302.bmp
	image303.bmp
	image304.bmp
	image305.bmp
	image306.bmp
	image307.bmp
	image308.bmp
	image309.bmp
	image310.bmp
	image311.bmp
	image312.bmp
	image313.bmp
	image314.bmp
	image315.bmp
	image316.bmp
	image317.bmp
	image318.bmp
	image319.bmp
	image320.bmp
	image321.bmp
	image322.bmp
	image323.bmp
	image324.bmp
	image325.bmp
	image326.bmp
	image327.bmp
	image328.bmp
	image329.bmp
	image330.bmp
	image331.bmp
	image332.bmp
	image333.bmp
	image334.bmp
	image335.bmp
	image336.bmp
	image337.bmp
	image338.bmp
	image339.bmp
	image340.bmp
	image341.bmp
	image342.bmp
	image343.bmp
	image344.bmp
	image345.bmp
	image346.bmp
	image347.bmp
	image348.bmp
	image349.bmp
	image350.bmp
	image351.bmp
	image352.bmp
	image353.bmp
	image354.bmp
	image355.bmp
	image356.bmp
	image357.bmp
	image358.bmp
	image359.bmp
	image360.bmp
	image361.bmp
	image362.bmp
	image363.bmp
	image364.bmp
	image365.bmp
	image366.bmp
	image367.bmp
	image368.bmp
	image369.bmp
	image370.bmp
	image371.bmp
	image372.bmp
	image373.bmp
	image374.bmp
	image375.bmp
	image376.bmp
	image377.bmp
	image378.bmp
	image379.bmp
	image380.bmp
	image381.bmp
	image382.bmp
	image383.bmp
	image384.bmp
	image385.bmp
	image386.bmp
	image387.bmp
	image388.bmp
	image389.bmp
	image390.bmp
	image391.bmp
	image392.bmp
	image393.bmp
	image394.bmp
	image395.bmp
	image396.bmp
	image397.bmp
	image398.bmp
	image399.bmp
	image400.bmp
	image401.bmp
	image402.bmp
	image403.bmp
	image404.bmp
	image405.bmp
	image406.bmp
	image407.bmp
	image408.bmp
	image409.bmp
	image410.bmp
	image411.bmp
	image412.bmp
	image413.bmp
	image414.bmp
	image415.bmp
	image416.bmp
	image417.bmp
	image418.bmp
	image419.bmp
	image420.bmp
	image421.bmp
	image422.bmp
	image423.bmp
	image424.bmp
	image425.bmp
	image426.bmp
	image427.bmp
	image428.bmp
	image429.bmp
	image430.bmp
	image431.bmp
	image432.bmp
	image433.bmp
	image434.bmp
	image435.bmp
	image436.bmp
	image437.bmp
	image438.bmp
	image439.bmp
	image440.bmp
	image441.bmp
	image442.bmp
	image443.bmp
	image444.bmp
	image445.bmp
	image446.bmp
	image447.bmp
	image448.bmp
	image449.bmp
	image450.bmp
	image451.bmp
	image452.bmp
	image453.bmp
	image454.bmp
	image455.bmp
	image456.bmp
	image457.bmp
	image458.bmp
	image459.bmp
	image460.bmp
	image461.bmp
	image462.bmp
	image463.bmp
	image464.bmp
	image465.bmp
	image466.bmp
	image467.bmp
	image468.bmp
	image469.bmp
	image470.bmp
	image471.bmp
	image472.bmp
	image473.bmp
	image474.bmp
	image475.bmp
	image476.bmp
	image477.bmp
	image478.bmp
	image479.bmp
	image480.bmp
	image481.bmp
	image482.bmp
	image483.bmp
	image484.bmp
	image485.bmp
	image486.bmp
	image487.bmp
	image488.bmp
	image489.bmp
	image490.bmp
	image491.bmp
	image492.bmp
	image493.bmp
	image494.bmp
	image495.bmp
	image496.bmp
	image497.bmp
	image498.bmp
	image499.bmp
	image500.bmp
	image501.bmp
	image502.bmp
	image503.bmp
	image504.bmp
	image505.bmp
	image506.bmp
	image507.bmp
	image508.bmp
	image509.bmp
	image510.bmp
	image511.bmp
	image512.bmp
	image513.bmp
	image514.bmp
	image515.bmp
	image516.bmp
	image517.bmp
	image518.bmp
	image519.bmp



